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Chicano, Asias and Native American
tsachera and counselors to reduce
class size and counselling loads so
that atudents get more informed and
sympathetic individual guidance and
grtention, The demands of the AFT
are reasonable and necessary.'”

The statement ended: ‘'We nesd a
quallty education for our children and
we - know the money ladhere ($5.4
milllon In school money |s held in
‘undistributed reserves'") o provide
{t, We do not want a school strike in
Oakland, but if the school board does
not act, A scrike is the only alter-
native,"”

The call for unity and support
worked well, On Tuesday, October 9,
cyver S00concerned parents, teachers,
community people and school children
themselves jammed into a small au-
ditorium to confront the Cakland
school Board,

Speaker after speaker left no doubt
a2 to where thelr sympathies lie,

ara MeansSilverman, s community
jaader and parent, and Darlene Law-
=an protested the board's secretive
practices: ''Before you passany more
proposals, {the police plan), let the
community n on it.,"" AFT staff or-
ganizer Michael Bradley exposed the
administration’s “‘plantation poli-
tica" and Doll Lewis explained that
(Dakland school officlals must learn to
“regpect” non-profeasicnals work-
ing in the schools,

Elaine Brown took the podium and
explained simple facts of life: '"The
main thing 1s that we did not come
hers today to talk to one another...
We want the demands to be met be-
cause we have & unified body here,
united around the {ssues. We did not
come to play."”

When Bobby Seale finally rose 1o
apeak an expectant silence fell over
the hall: **l want to Lry (o connect a
few things here and look at a few
things more concretely and ln a way
which makes sense.,.People from the
community are here oday m demand
that you deal with the funds in a proper
way, Before you spend more money
on more police, put that money into
more achool bulldings so we can cut
down on clasaroom sizes...['m not
going o ask you for & hearing on this
so-called police proposal for achools.,
I"'m asking for & vote from this board
to drop thia whole idea altogether,
Just awop lcl™

And then there Were ['Wo young
school girls, who in omid wvoices,
asked the school board, ‘'ls it 1984
already?""
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AN INTERDENOMINATIONAL CHURCH DEDICATEDTO COMMUNITY SURVIVAL

10:30 a.m. Sunday October 2ist
61I8 E. 14 th Street Oakland,Calif.
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~ALL YOU CAN EAT FREE.
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ALL CHILDREN ARE INVITED TO THE INTERCOMMUNAL YOUTH IHSTIII.ITE[
FOR AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS:

Danee Program: TUES. THURS. FRI Musie Program: MON. - FRI
—_— k50D 3 - 5o S - T el i TaM - 50
5.7y -7y & plder umy age chid
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Bt |for children with their own instruments]
Location: §118 EAST 14TH STREET, DAKLAND, CALIF.
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