Cultural natlonalism is recog-
nized by many who ‘think in an
revolutionary manner as adistinct
and natural stage through which
one proteeds in order to become
a revolutionary, Such is notal-
ways the case, and many people
remaltr at the level of a culturat
nationalist all of their lives. In
the United States, cultural na-

tionalism can be summed up in,

James Brown's words - *‘I'm Black
and I'm Proud.”

Cultural nationalism manifests
itself in many ways but all of
these manifestations are essen-
tlally grounded in one fact; a uni-
versal denial and ignoring of the
pregent political, socfal, and eco-
nomic realities and a concentration
on the past as a frame of ref-
erence,

This phenomenon is not unique
to this stage of the revolution
in which we find curselves; neither
is it unique to the United States
Black ‘‘cittzens’ struggle for
freedom, Frantz Fanon - in THE
'WRETCHED OF THE EARTH said
of this phenomenon that **There is
no taking of the offensive - and no
redefining of relationships. There
is simply a concentrationonahard
care of culture which. is becoming
more and more shrivelledup-inert
and empty. '

Those who believe in the *‘I'm
Black and Proud' theory-believe
that there is dignity inherent in
wearing naturals; that a buba
makes a slave a man} and that a
common language; Swahill; makes
all of us brothers, These people
usually want a culture rooted in
African culture; a culture which
ignores the colonization and
brutalization that were part and
parcel; for example; of the forma-
tion and emergence of the Swahili
language. In other words cultural
nationalism ignores the political
and concrete, and ates on
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there to go after a woman has got
a natural -~ to the natural shop of
coursgell-and pay $5.50 for a hafr=
do, $2,00 for oil spray; $2.00 for
comb out conditioner, $3.50 for a
Une and gemb-out, and then to
the dress shop for a traditional
wrap priced at $25.00 to $50.00.
On the wity!foand from this shop-
ping and spending they are still
observing the oppression and ex-
ploitation of their people-in dif-
ferent clothes.

Because cultural nationalism of -
fers nochallenge or offense against
the prevailing order; the influx
of ‘*Black and Proud’’ actors,
movie stars, socia] workers,
teachers - probation officers and
politicians is tremendous, Bour=
geoisie and upper class standing
s no handicap to the *‘Black"® and
vice versa, The power structure,
after the mandatory struggle, con-
dones and even worships this new
found pride which ft uses to sell
every product under the sun, It
worghips and condones anything
that is harmless and presents
no challenge to the existing order,
Even its top representatives wel-
come it and turn it into *‘Black
Capitalism®’ and related phenom-
enon, Everyone is black and the
bourgeosie continue to hate their
less fortunate black brothers and
sisters; andthe oppressedcontinue
to want. The '‘Black’ soclal
worker continues to work for the
degrading welfare system, and the
**Black’ probation and parole of-
ficers continue to violate their
probationers and parolees.

We have no nation without a
fight against those whooppressus.
We have no culture but a culture
born out of our resistance to op=
pr “No lonial sy
draws its justification from the
fact that the territories (and
people) it dominates are culturally
i You will never make
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a myth and fantasy.

A man who lives under slavery
and any of fts extensions rarely
regains his dignity by rejecting the
clothiers of his enslaver; herarely
regains his dignity except by a
confrontatfon on equal grounds with
his ens{a er, All men can die, and
this i9-#kEYy thing that equalizes
them. Under many systems those
with money dle less often, Any
confrontation which gives men, no
matter what their social or eco-
nomic position, an equal chance to
die under equal conditions {s up-
lifting for those who consider
themselves at the bottom and de-
grading and toppling for those who
are at the top. To see himself on
an equal plane with his enslaver
18 to realize that the ones who
enslave and oppress donothavethe
devine right to do so. There is
nothing to be proud of in colon-
izatlon and slavery and only out
of the initiative of the oppressed
can come something meaningful
and di to his .

Quoting Fanon ‘‘The desire to
attach oneself to tradition or bring
abandoned rraditions to life again
does not only mean going against
the current of history but also
opposing ones ‘own people-'' Cul~
tural Nationalists in their finery
support many of the evils which
have put thein in the position of
servitude. In the absence of con~
structive and corrective platforms
and actions, the support and profit
from *'Being Black’ they become
profit seekers sellings earrings
ar 4007, mark up and buba’s from
dime store yardage at Saks Sth
Avenue prices, Sort of a hustler
trying to become respectable, Ex-
ploiting those with weaker minds
and weaker pocketbooks,

And because cultural nattonal-
ism has no political doctrine as
a rule-the limits of being black and
proud are proximate, Where is
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colonialism blush for shame by
spreading out llttle known cul-
wral treasures under it's eyes.'”
the peoples of Africa hadcultures,
It is only racism and economic
necessities and whims that en-
slaved these countrfes and people,
Apes have cultures - they are
put into zoos, Lconomics trans-
cends cultures in the capitalistic
context, That is to say that cap-
{talism will always use as {tsbasis
for expansion a real or imagined
economic necessity. It will of
course justify with racist con-
clusjons and explanations of the
progress that they bring to the
*Natives’* and ‘'Savages,’ and no
culture in the world, except a
revolutionary culture will stop or
halt or destroy that advance,
Colonjalisin, slavery, neocolonial-
ism, and other extensions of cap=-
{talism thrive over & thousand
and one cultures,

It is around the peoples
struggles that AMrican-Negro cul-
ture takes on substance - and not
around songs, poems or folklore.'
X culture that does not challenge
wholly and resolutely the dom-
tnant and exploitative forces-polit-
ical, economical, and social
forces - is a culture which is
efther pre-slavery, pre-colonial-
istic or completely made up andin
either case completely useless,
And cultural natfonalism is most
always based on racism, We hear
**Hate Whitey'* and **Kill the Hon-
key"’. These statements ignore the
analysis - intellectual analysis
such as those made by Eldridge
Cleaver on the relationships be-
tween the government and the pigs-
and marines ect; and they ignore
the possibility of allies, In all
cases cultural nationalism - inthe
midst of struggle, seeks to create
a racist ideology. To be a racist
in \merica is certalnly justified,
but it {8 a handicapped position

to take as a revolutionary,

**Adherence to African-Negro
culture and to cultural unity of
Africa s arrived at in the first
place by upholding unconditionally
the people’s struggle for freedom.
No one can truly wish for the
spread of African culture if he
does not give practical support
to the creation of the conditions
necessary to existance of that cul-
wre, . "

How can a cultural nationallst
claim to love and to be proud of
a country-and a continent that has
suffered for hundreds of years in
colonjallsm and slavery, and is
still suffering in all the cleverly
disguised and open forms of these
institutions. How can he himself
deny the political realities of his
own life in America by dressing
up in a maternity smock (rightly
colored) to participate in the cul-
ture of a people torn by revolu=
tion and revolt. How can a cul-
tural natfonalist clalm adherance
to the cultures of Africa, when
the culture of Africa is a revolu-
tionary culture. Solidarity with
the revolutionary people all over
the world has brought about a
common culture to people who know
nothing of each other except that
they suffer under similar sys-
tems of exploitation; degradation,
and racism. That thelr people have
undergone much the same changes
and that in no case will the people
regain their dignity and find thetr
freedom except througha face to
face and equal confrontation
through revolutionary tactics and
actions *'A revolutionary culture
is the only valid culture for the
oppressed}{**

All quotations except the last
one from ‘*'THE WRETCHED OF
THE EARTH by, Fanon.
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