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BACKAROUND ON

THE YOUNG LORDS PARTY
compifed by Kristen Simane

The Young Lords Party was a movement of
young urban activitists who organized in East
Harlem in the late 19608 to improve living
conditions for Hispanica and Blacks in New
York City

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

(Chver a vary short period of ime The Young
Lords acdressed many chrenic ghetto pro
blems that were not being resclved by
establithed means

The Young Lords were elffective in:

® improving sanitation by demanding in-
crease:] oity services,

= introducing door-to-door testing for TB,
lead poisoning, and sickle cell anemia;

® |abbying for regulations on the use of
lead-based paint,

# planning and implementing community
services such as children's breakfa=t pro-
grams, clothing drives for the poor and
day care centers,

o facilitating delivery of health services 1o
the disadvantaged,

» building cultural pride among Puerto
Ricans and catalyzing the creation of cul-
tural institutions (such as El Museo del
Barrio and the Asscciation of Hispanic
Arts Inc.) and Puerto Rican studies pro-
grams at colleges and universities.

ACTIONS

The Yeung Lords Party was formed in 1969
by a merger of community-action groups in
Eagt Harlemn and the Lower East Side

New York's Young Lards took to the streets
almest immediately to improve living condi-
ticns in Spanish Harlem through a series of
bold actions

The arganization's first action was a Gar-
bage Offensive in the sireets of El Barrio dur-
ing the summer of 1969. It was desianed to
farce the Sanitation Department to make more
frequent pickups.

The Garbage Offensive was followed by a
rumber of ather public actions which drew
local and natinnal attention to the work of The
Young Lords Party

The photographic exhibition at the Carlb-
bean Cultural Center covered primarily
1868-72, the Party's most intense period of
growth and activity.

Amang thess events:

Summer 1969 — East Harlem Garbage
Offensive in El Barmio.

— Opeaning of the Young Lords storefront
office on Madison Avenus between | | lthand
112th Strests. Leadership of the organization
at this time inchuded Felipe Luciano as Chair-
man: Pable "Yoruba" Guzman, Mintster of In-
formation; Juan Gonzalez, Minister of Educa-
ton: David Perez, Minister of Defense; and
Juan 'Fi* Ortiz, Minister of Finance.

Fall 1969 — Establishment of free break-
fast program and extensive testng for Jead
poisoning and TB leading to New York City in-
vestigations revealing epidemics

— Opening of Young Lords office In
MNewark

— Organization of Puerto Rican and Black
hospital workers

Decomber 1969 — People's Church
OHtensive: Takeover of Methodist Church at
Laxingten Avenue and | | 1th Street after con-
gregation refused to permit Young Lords to
run community programsatt of Church

Spring 1970 — Cpening of Bronx Office

— Publication of newspaper Polanis and
broadcast of weekly radio program owver
WBAI-FM

— Selrure of New York City TE testing van
in ] Barric.

Summer 1970 — Lincoln Hospital Offen
sive: The Yourng Lords Party demanids better
servicas for South Bronx residents by taking
over a vacant building in hospital complex to
run TB and lead polsoning detection pro-
grams and create a day care center

— Oipaning of Young Lords office on Lower
East Sicle

— Felipe Luciano steps down as Party

New Cantral Committes; Gloria Gonzalez
and David Perez, Field Marshalls; Juan
Sonzalez, Minister of Deferse; Juan 'Fi” Criiz,
Chief-of-Staff; Denise Oliver, Minister of
Finance

— Creation of new branch of Young Lords
Party in Philadslphia

Fall 1970 — Funeral march for Julio Roldan
protesting this Young Lord's suspicious prnson
death

— Second takeover of the People's Church

— March to the UN. of 10,000 people
recognigng the anniversary of the Puerto
Rican Mationalist Party

THE ORGANIZATION
At the outset, the group was allied with the
National Young Lords Organization based in
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— FREE RAFAEL VIERA
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FORMAL INTRODUCTION OF THE YOUNG LORDS
ORGHANIZATION — TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK

JULY 26, 1969

Though we had already started crganizing
in East Harlem, the decision was made to go
publiz, to announce o the Puerto Fican com-
munity and the community-at-large that there
existed a group of young men and woman
committed to serving and protecting. The
date July 26 was selected because it was the
anniversary of the attack on Moncada, a large
police facility ;n Cuba by a group of revoly-
tionaries, among them Fidel Castre. We knaw
that once we formally announced our axis

[enoe, repression '1'1".-'L|E"_: DT [TOIT WO

and contradictions would heighten fi
within. But how el could we organize
masses of our people withaut telling
who we ware and what we stood for? Sh
waves reverberated throughout the park
This was it! The determination in thesa fa
shows we were ready for anything that <
Liberation was on our minds, in our faces
our bodies, Youth never thinks of death o
itz own mortality, and although we dit
ot wonid b, we knev

t our cause was just, And

F D
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kmew we would win!



GARBAGE OFFENSIVE
— SUMMER/FALL 1969

Chur firgt campaign, we dacided collective-
v, would have to be built around an fssue of
tangible importance to our peopla: an issue
that would not only aflord us some chance of
winning but also of educating oursalves and
our community. Garbage in the community
was the most abvious issue. Welivedinit, on i,
around . First, there were very few public
garbage cans in East Harlemn. Secondly, the
trucks rarely came inside the blocks to clean
the streets or pick-up trash cans. And thirdly,
when the trucks did come. half the garbage
was thrown into the trucks, the other half was
left strewn on the sidewalks:

Cire Sunday, we went to the local Santtation
depct to ask for brooms to clean up 110th
Strest between Second and Third Avenues
Thie man in charge said "Wo.” This was our first
confrontation with authonty; it was & tense
mement n the hislary of our fledging organi-
zation. New Young Lords were walching,
strest pecple were watching, We rushed into
the depot, snatched the brooms, and walked
calmly out. After sweeping the stresis that
Sunday, we bagged the garbage and re
turmned the brooms.

Atter & few Sundays of this, we realized the
rucks were still amply not picking up. So, we
tock the trash cans full of litter and dumped
them an Third Avenue, Now the City badto
pick up the garbage. We were stopping traffic
and in tum, commerce. From time to time,
miotorists would remove the garbage cans, To
prevent that, the Young Lards Party would set
fire o the garbage, thus forcing the Sanitation
Department to do what they should have been
cloiney in the first place — pick up the refuse in
El Barrio

Finance Minister, Juan "Ff" Ortiz was ar
rasted: and jallad on minor charges. The
Young Lords Party viewed “Fi's” arrest as an
atternpt by the police fo destroy its leadership
and harass the organization. We rallied
around the First Spanish Methodist Church on
Hth & Lesgngton Avenue and with portable
speakers brought our brother's plight
baiore the folks As we were marching and
chanting, some sireet people took their anger
to the next leve! and broke the windows of a

local chatn supermarkst



THE TAKE-OVER OF T. B.

Decent haalth care was cne of the basic
tenets of the Party. Demonstrating and
organizing around health issues became one

af the comersiones :.‘ the Young Lards’ phile-
sophy and activity. The first organized groug
wa came into contact with was the Haalth
Bevolutionary Unity Movement, Puerto Rican
and Black medical workers based in Gouver-
neur Hospital on the Lower East Side, who
believed that patient care was as important as
thair working conditions. Since we believed in
allgning oursalves with those aggressive
groups and/or individuale with whom we
shared common goals, we supported their
demonstrations. It was the firsl time Geraldo
Hivera, a young lawyer. intercedad between
tha Yourg Lords Party and the police

The Young Lord's Party, led by the Health
Ministry, began doorto-door T. B testing, We
discovered that Puerto Ricans in Bl Barrio had
a higher incidence of tuberculesis that any
group in the entire City. Yet, city-owned

B. testing trucks seemed to vist every com-
murity bt curs. In all the months we had been

n East Harlem. not once had the mobile lah
stopped in our community to X -Ha'-r our peo
HEE] "-“,:E.-alr—dj', Stll, ne truck
Final ¥, we decided o "liberate” the truck and
drive it from a scheduled stop to 11 1th Street
and Madison Avenue. We-planned it meticu-
ipusly, when tostrike, whal to say to the driver
what st down, making sure the
press wowld arrive - at rre-:'_saejl.' the mo
truck rolled down 11 1th Strest
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the police from attacking, ete. On the humor-
ous side was the fact that vary few of us had
driver's licenses, much less any experience
driving a stick shift

t the take-crver

was sucoesshil, 5o suc-

cassful that the stalf ins de the truck
volunteered to stay a.r. continue testing
Later, the New York City Health Department
agreed to test regularly in Puerto Rican
communites
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TAKE-OVER OF OLD LINCOLN HOSPITAL IN THE BRONX

art 1 woman died
frem & minor surgical procedure in the old
Lincoln Hospital, the decizion was made to
cocupy the Nurses' Besidence and publicize
the flagrant disregard for human life, aspec-
ally poor human lifte, in New Yark City
tals. This was to be our mast dangerous offen-
give because, after all, it invalved the ocou-
pation of city-owned and cperated property
First, we made oursalves known beth to
1| ane meclical personnel at the hospital
sssing health issies and distributing
ature. At the same fims, howsver, we

ces, exits, tunnels, hallways, windows,
and securtty, See id a regular all-
night party tor cur me ki

g without telling
m what they were about to do for lear that
an informer might tpoff the palice. Then
before dawn, we loaded ourselves nto a
rented truck driven by &8 community sup-
porter and drove up to the entrance. Within
elght minubes we surprised the hospital secun-
ty guards and took over the lower floors
Within fifteen minutes the enfire strocture was
cccupied. Finally, we prepared oursslves for
police attack by taping the windows and bar-
ricading the doars

Many doctors, nurses and staff opted o stay
ingida with Party members. They too waraled-
up with hospital policy. Alter mesting with the
oty oificials and speaking to the press, the
‘Lords” evacuated the buil later that
evening. The police attacked an empty struc-
ture. We had made our poimi!
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