POLYNESIAN BLACK PANTHERS

Sina Brown-Davis

VVhile Nga |amatoa was
the radical group for
young Maori in the 705,
the Palynesian Panthers
was the outlet {or young
Facific Island agitators.

Criginally formed in
Auckland in June 1977 as
the Paolynesian Panther
Movement, the organisa-
tion was a fusion of
young Pacific island stu-
dent radicals and their gang member cousins,

LOCALISED RAGISM

— TAKE IT SLOW BROTHER!

P. talk given by Wayne Toleafou-Peseta
Minister of Information of the Polynesian Panther
Movement.
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Director of Pacific Island Studies at Aucklana university, ur
Melanie Anae, quoted this passage from Panther material, in
a 2004 "Anew" article to highlight the group's outlook.

“The revolution we openly rap about 1s one ot total cnange.
The revolution is one to liberate us from racism, oppression
and capitalism. We see many of our problems of oppression
and racism are tools of this society's outlook based on capi-
talism; hence for total change one must change society alto-
gether.”

Their Marxism was like that or thetr U> Dasea pbiack ranuier
heroes: Maoist oriented. The Panthers also reached out to
variety of radical allies.

The PPM (known the Polynesian Pantner rarty, arter Nnoverm-
ber 1972) allied with the Maori radicals

of Nga Tamatoa and the Maolsts of Koger Frowler's reopies
Union and the NZ Race Relation's Council, HART and the
Communist Party.

They also mixed with the 1rotsKyIsts rom tne >0Cialst Acton
League and with members of the Pro-Soviet, Socialist Unity
Party.

The Panthers worked closely with the Marxist contronea
Citizen's Association for Racial Equality and the Auckland
Committee on Racial discrimination (ACORD).

In July 1973, PPP "Minister of Culture” Ama Haunini attenaea
a Maoist "People's Forum” in Singapore and was selected to
tour China with several Maori members of the Communist
Party of NZ.

In July/August 1974, PPP member Norman luiasau attenaea
the 10th International Youth Festival in East Berlin. The con-
ference was convened by the Soviet front, World Federation
of Democratic Youth and the trip was organised by the So-
cialist Unity Party.

Tuiasau heard US CLommunist Farty ieager, Angeia vavi,
speak in East Berlin and traveled on to Moscow where he saw
Lenin's tomb.

The Panthers delegated a young Melanie Anae 1o make con-
tact with the real Black Panthers, during a trip to Los Angeles
to stay with relatives. In September 1974 an article on the
PPP was published in "Black Panther" magazine in the USA.

n mid 1972, PPP leader Will ‘llolahia toureqa Australla wnere
ne met Aboriginal Black Power groups. On his return he an-
nounced plans for "solidarity and co-operation” between the
PPP, Aboriginal groups and black power supporters in
Papua-New Guinea.

At their peak, the Panthers nad a busy NW in FoNsonwy,
Auckland, several branches across the city, a shortlived
aranch in Dunedin and supporters in other centres.




The PPF was very active far
sewveral years, They ran
dances for youth, agitated
for traffic lights at unsafe
:DE'E'E"_.TFIHH r_r:155|r1g:., Felll
food banks, organised
prisen visits and ran candi-
dates for local high school
boards.

Maore politically, in 19732,
the PFP worked with Mga
Tamatoa, the Starmtrooper
and Headhunter gangs to
form a "loose Polynesian
Front"

In January 1974 the PPP
participated in a meeting
"amongst all Maari and
Folynesian progressive aorganisations ta form a
united front®,

Understandably the PPP focussed on exposing
racism, particularly by the police. In 1974, the
PPP, jointly with Nga Tamatoa, CARE, ACORD
and the Peoples Union organised the Police
Investigation Group, which mounted "P..G.
patrols” to monitor police dealings with Poly-
nesian youth.,

The PPP's military wing also assisted in the
Party's several campaigns against rack renters
who allegedly preyed on the Polynesian com-
munities at the time.

The PPP was active until the late '70s and never
officially disbanded. Several cadres were ar- i
rested at Bastion Pointin 1978 and some even

played a role in the "Patu” squad during the

1981 Springbok Tour.

The legacy of the Panthers lives on in Aotearoa today.
Younger generations have benefited from the struggle that
our elders engaged in during the 60’s 70's & 80's. Still how-
ever there is much to do and still much oppression felt by
our brothers and sisters in the Pacific and world-wide. Status
in white society and the material comfort of some of us does
not negate the fact that the majority of Pacific peoples live
lives of racism & poverty. The best legacy we can leave for
the Polynesian Panthers is to rekindle the struggle and fight
against oppression in our communities & our islands.

Sina Brown-Davis is a descendant of Te Roroa, Te Uri o Hau,
Ngapuhi, Fale Ula & Vava'u tribes. She is an indigenous Activist,
Mother & Blogger, and can be contacted at uriochau@gmail.com

eibtii ) .
Emory Douglas & Gary Foley ( long time Aboriginal Activist)
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POLYNESIAN PANTHER PARTY 7-POINT

PLATFORM SERVES

THE PEOPLE

{Aukland, New Zealand} - The
Polynesian Panther Party (PEP) is
a palitical grassroots organization
working in New Zealand to orga-
nize and serve the impoverished
Polynesian community. The PPP
waa orgnnized in 1970 to fight
pguinst  the social conditions
which oppress the large populn-
tion of Polynesions in this White-
ruled country off the coast of
Austrelin. {See THE BLACK
PANTHER, March 30, 1974.)

"Modeled after tho Black Panther
Party in the U.5., the PPP
aponsors saveral froe programs to
serve the Polynesian community
and has drawn wp a Platform
which reflects the basic human
needs and desires of the Polyne-
sian people.

The Polynesian Panther Party
aponsors Free Community Educa-
tion Centers, o Free Legal Aid
Program, a Free Prisoners Ald
Program, an Ioterproters  Pro-
gram, n Tenants Aid Brigade, &
Police Investigation Group and &
Group Aid Program. It maintaing
an office/information conter and
organizes community workers to
nid people in many ways.

Below is the Janunry, 1974,
Platform and Program of the
Polynesion  Panther Porty, re-

Free educa-
tional ald and
tutaring are
ane of the free
Programs op-
wrated by the
Polynesian
Panther Party,
Hare a teach-
er and student
ge  over a
homework as-
EgHFanL,

coived recontly by THE BLACK
PANTHER. Headors will notice
that the P.P.P. hes armanged its
Platform and Program so that the
first lotlers in each paragraph
spell “ oot the word P-A-N-T-
H-E-H.
PLATFORM

Polynesian  Panther - Party
(PPP) exists because we experi-
ance and suffer under the raciam
and exploitation of this society,
both in its institutions ond in its
control over the Polynesian peo-
ple. We will exist until the
Folynesien  people and  other
oppressed pooples hove the pow-
er to control and determine their
own destiny, We will exist until
therd i= an ond Lo the robbery by
the copitalist, of the Polynesian
people’s wealth, Iebour, busingess
and employment, We DEMAND
full employment and full commu-
nity control over our woalth,
labour and businoss,

Ag Polynesian liberstion fight-
ers we work for the end to the
raciam, exploitation, injustice and
oppresson that our people suffer
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in this society. As liboration
fighters, we nlso rocognize the
atruggicles of other people in this

world. The PPP belisves in
INTERCOMMUNALISM  and
stands in Intercommunal Solidee-
ity with nll the other liberation
fighters. We know that we cannot
ignore the struggle of other
oppressed people because the
[ocal struggle is only a part of the
larger world struggle against
racism, explodtation, injustice and
oppression, However the local
struggle comes first in our work
towards liheration.

No longer must the N.Z. power
structure try to divide and rule
the Polynesian people, The PPP
believes in Polynesian wnity. On
this basis of unity we believe thal
the indigenous people of N.E.
{the Maor people of Polynesis)
should be given the right to
contral the distribution of their
lund, put an end to the legislative
and nonlegislative robbery  of
their land, We also point oul that
N.Z. is & Polynesian country in 8
CONTINUED 0N NEXT PAGE
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POLYNESIAN PANTHER PARTY PLATFORM

CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE"

Polynesian area, therefore, there
should be no racist immigration
laws to prevent non-Maori Poly-
nesians from migrating to this
land. Only we, the Polynesians,
should enforce the immigration
quota because this is our area and
we want control of this area.
The inequality, injustice and
unfairness of the racist judicial
and penal systems has taken the
lives of many of our people. The
courts have convicted and impris-
oned many of our people by
unjustified and unfair laws and
trials. We DEMAND an end to
unjust and unfair trials and
imprisonment of Polynesian peo-
ple. Only when they are tried by
their own people and with laws
that serve a multi-racial society
will justice prevail in these
systems. We DEMAND an end to
all police harassment and victimi-
zation of Polynesian people.
Because this society does not
serve the Polynesian people,

many of the Polynesian prisoners
in today’s jails are victims of this
injustice. Therefore they are
political prisoners. We DEMAND
freedom for all Polynesian politi-
cal prisoners.

Housing for the Polynesian
people and other oppressed peo-
ple must be made fit for the

.shelter of all human beings.-The

PPP wants an end to the
exploitation of Polynesian fami-
lies by the racist landlords,
racketeers and land speculators.
We feel that the only interest they
have are their own capitalistic
gains and they do not show any
concern for the true welfare of the
people.

Education as it exists at the
present moment truly shows the
real nature of this racist society.
We want to have an education
that teaches us our own history,
culture and our distinct role in
present day society. We believe
in an educational system that will

give the people a knowledge of *

self. We believe that the educa-
tional system must be changed to
serve a muivi-raciai society ana
that the community should con-
trol its function and existence.
Reconstruction and revolution-
izing of all aspects of this society
is needed so that all people can
live together with equality and
have freedom, justice and peace.
We want an end to all forms of
RACISM whether it be by indivi-
duals or in institutions. We want
the community to control its own
affairs and destiny, its welfare,
the police force, the schools,
concerned institutions and the
redistribution of the country’s
wealth, This society must be
changed to serve a multi-racial
population. We want an end to
the racist laws that are mono-cul-
tural in nature, and the institu-
tions that are dominated by racial
or mono-cultural values. The PPP
wants and will work, by any
means necessary, for the better-
ment of the people. Only when
the People have the power to
control this society will we
achieve a better deal. [J




