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wmos mAs que peones en las
‘fbricas y los ejércitos del
Anglo!

Cuando conoci a Mario Mar-
inez, uno de los siete acusa-
los de asesinar al policia, es-
aba a punto de salirse de Jef-
‘erson High School. No le gus-
aba la escuela porque cada
ifa tenfa més problemas con
03 profesores y consejeros.
Vo hablaba muy bien el inglés
7 no veia porqué continuar sus

Yo estaba reclutando estu-
l:antes para el “College Readi-
iers Program” en el College
£ San Mateo y lo convenct a

Ofrecen ayuda econ6mica a

iANINISTIAL

los que la necesitan y conse-
jeros que entienden nuestro
idioma y nuestres problemas.
Ademés se les asigna un tutor
“full-time’’ para desarrollar
las abilidades del estudiante y
ensefiarle cémo escribir, leer,
tomar notas, estudiar y usar
1a biblioteca. Todas estas son
cosas que las escuelas han ig-
norado para la Raza. Més atn,
Je ensefiamos a los estudiantes
que hay que regresar a nues-
tras raices y reclutar a nues-
tros hermanos para poder to-
dos beneficiar de una buena
educaci6n.
», Mario, uno de los llamados
" comenzé en el Col-
lege of San Mateo el verano
de 1968 y por primera vez pudo
pensar en llegar a ser doctor.
Como su tutor, lo visité en su
casa para estudiar frecuente-
mente y conoci su familia y su
hermano Rodolfo Martinez,
otro de “Los Siete de 1a Raza”.
Rodolfo trabajaba de mozo en
el Olympic Club de San Fran-
cisco y me hablaba del ra-
cismo y discriminacién quu
tenia que soportar de parte de
los Anglos ricos que frecuen-
tan este lugar. A la vez, Ro-

dolfo estudiaba en el City Col-’

lege of S.F., pero pensaba de-
jar la escuela por necesidad
econémica. Le hablamos para
que fuera a San Mateo.y que
tratariamos de conseguirle al-

ayuda econfmica o tra-
bajo “part-time”. No tendria
mucho dinero al no trabajar
pero seria mejor sacrificar lo
material para alimentar el ce-
rebro con una educacién. Ro-
dolfo siguié el ejemplo de
Mario y entre los dos reclu-
taron méis de nuestros her-
manos y hermanas del Mis-
sion District y Daly City, in-
cluyendo a2 dos més de los
“Siete de la Raza", Gfo Lopez
y Nelson Rodriguez.

tion of Brown Race for Action
— y en el primer afio escolar
lograron presurar al College

para que empleara cinco con-
sejeros mas para el programa,
més profesores, Negros, La-
tinos y Orientales que en-
tienden nuestros problemas y
también se establecié una di-
visién de Estudics del Tercer
Mundo. Esta comenzari en el
otofio de 1969 y los cursos
tratarin de llegar a las rafces
de los problemas que nos con-
frontan a la Raza y.a nues-
tros hermanos Negros y Orien-
tales en los E.U. y el mundo
para nosotros mismos buscar-
les sohiciones.

Estos jévenes, actualmente
acusados de asesinos, conti-
nuaban la lucha en nombre de
toda muestra gente. Estaban
en S.F. State ayudando a
abrirle las puertas a nuestra
gente y ponerle fin a la educa-
cién racista. Trabajaron con
nuestros estudiantes en la
huelga en Mission High. El
Anglo nos dice que no dejemos
los estudios para
una buena educacién. Pero
cuando Mario y Rodolfo, Gio
y Nelson regresaron a su
barrio para hablarle a gus her-
manos en la calle se convir-
tieron en una amenaza espe-
cial para la policia. Esta que-
ria saber porqué Mario y los
demis que eran estudiantes
estaban interesados en sus
hermanos en la calle y los de-
tenfan a menudo sin razén al-
guna.

José Rios, Gary Lescallet y
José Meléndez — 3 de las
“Siete de la Raza” — también
habfan decidido volver a sus
estudios y ya estaban reclu-
tando méis de sus hermanos,
informéandoles de sus dere-
chos, enfatizando la necesidad
de trabajar y luchar por nues-
tra Raza.

PARA LIBERAR
A NUESTROS

7 HERMANOS
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SE PUEDE MANDAR
LAS DONACIONES
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Quién controla ' la televisfon?

Cualquier persona ha sido bom-
bardeada con lo0s anuncios de la
T.V. sabe la televisfon no es gra-
tis. Esta costeada por los patro-
cinadores, las agencias de pub-
licidad cuyo intereses esti prin-
cipal en vender sus productos, La
T.V. tiene exito. A la gente se
le dice que compre tal cosa y
izas!...van y lo compran. Com-
prar, comprar, comprar...
‘Una de las maneras para apunta-
lar esta economia es en conven-
cer a la gente de que necesitan
un nuevo coche, nuevas marcas de
jabones, nuevos aparatos de T.V,
en colores, etc.

El capitalismo no hublera podido
sobrevivir sin un aumento cons-
tante de mercados. Que ocurre si -
no hay geénte para comprar los
productos? Enseguida se inventan

nuevas necesidades, principalme-
nte a traves de la television, para
la misma gente de siempre y se
fabrican productos que apenas se
usan se gastan o se echan a per-
der con una rapidez asombrossa,
No en balde se gastan miles de
dblares en un anuncio de 30 seg-
undos,

La indfistria de la televisfon sir-

M AL

ve los intereses de las corpora-
ciones mas importantes. Para el
trabajador la T V. no constituye
un beneficio, sind tan solo un me-
todo de sacarle deldinero,LaT.V,
esta controlada totalmente, inclu-
yéndo las noticias, por el inmenso
poder de las corporaciones -- el
dinero--el capital monopolista. No
da 1a verdad objetiva, Las notic-
ias son cuidadosamente seleccion-
adas y matizadas para ayudar y
mantener en el poder a los que
lo tienen y en la ignorancia a
la gente suministrandoles Infor-
macion falsa o parcial a los tra-
bajadores y a todos aquellos cu-

Las corporaciones no solo con-
trolan al pueblo, tambien control-
an el gobierno. Este es su gob-
ierno, no una democracla, ni un
goblerno popular, Ningin politico
jamas sale electo sin el apoyo mon-
etario y la influencia de alguna
corporacion,

Como es posible que una pe-
quefia mindria riquisima pon-
venzca a las masas del pueblo a
continuar apoyando a un gobierno
que mo opera en el interes de
este Gltimo ? Al pueblo se le
alimenta con la propaganda que
sale de la televisfon controlada
por las corporaciones. La estruct-

ura del poder nos mane a para
mantenerncs aislados separados
entre si, predicando constante-
mente una filosoffa individualista,
como se puede ver en la popul-
aridad del Héroe del Oeste y el
Super Espia, individualistas re-
clos, que dado €l caso se enfren-
tan solos contra todas las adver-
sidades. Asi se perpetua un mito.
Pues cualquiera puede triunfar en
esta sociedad donde rige la ley
de la jungla y si fracasa el un-
ico culpable es el mismo.

Este individualismo asi como el
racismo existente son dos de los
medios que nos previenen deunir-
nos y de hallar la verdadera cau-
sa a nuestros problemas: elcap-
italisma motivado por el afan del
luero. Los que tienen el poder a-
hora saben muy bien de que si
1la mayoria de la gente dejara de
pelearse entre si, y viera el en-
gano y se negara a dejarse div-
idir y confundid por la falsa fil-
osotia del individualismo y del ra-
cismo de la clas e dirigente, si
la gente se uniera de verdad para
resolver y llenar sus necesidades
el pueblo tomarfa el poder en sus
manos.  Entonces si habrfa una
_revolucfon,

CUCLARACLKAS
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Vive usted en la Misfon?

Vive usted en un lugar decente?
Cuando fue la Gltima vez que el
vano se cayd a travéz del piso?
Cuanto tiempo ha sido que usted
ha dicho , ‘““casa querida casa’?
Cuanto fue la ultima Vez que las
cucarachas lo tenfan a usted en
.contra de la pared? o

Ha dormido usted? No lo han de-
jado el galopeo de los ratones en
la cocina,

Puede su casa estar permanente
en los dos siguentes anos?

Ha subido la renta el duefio par

Aom

X

a
ISmio
VZe dijo goe
7en aard mAs

Ramo O

3

que usted tiene muchos muchachos
o le han hecho para afuera?

Tiene usted y los suyos bastante
para comer?

Los ratones (incluyendo el dueno),
tienen pastante para comer. Eso

es porque viene de la gente! Us-.

ted y yo! .

Vienen con sus manos goraaspara
quitarle el dinero para su maldita
casa. La renta se ha doblado en
los tres ultimos anos, Esto es
hecho por el rico hombre de neg-
oclo que quiere mover 2 toda la
rente para su propia convinencia.

£EL DINERO

DowDE OBIEME
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J EN DO

Van a construir un tunel por 1a Mis-
fon y a mover a toda la gente
para hacer la Mision un districto
tinanciro. .

Vienen a quitarle 1/3 de su
pago paraque tenga apenas para sus
ninos. Le dice usted,’*Porque no
arregla usted mi lugar un poco?
Y el le dice ‘*La semana que vi-
ene--el mes que viene--el anoque
viene,” N

Usted no esta solo con esto. Lo
que tenemos que hacer es juntarnos
para tener mejores casas para
nosotros y nuestras familias.

Quiens hace
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La imagen de nuestra gente trau-
Jicionalmente creada en la mentz-
lidad Norteamericana por los pro-
plos Norteamericanos esta des-
figurada y llena de mentiras ego-
istas.

Podemos bailar y cantar gra-
closamente yal mismo tiempohac-
ernos pedazos con cuchillos en
“West Side Story’, y en ese sen-
tido somos seres pintorescos, sen-
suales, y violentos de otro plan-
eta, interpretados por angeles ang-
los de carton con ojos azules en-
terrados en montafas de maquill-

aje technicolor que representa el -

color de nuestra piel, pero nunca
a nosotros, el pueblo verdadercg
gue no aparece en la pantalla
ancha ni en el sonido estereofdn-
ico ni en la partitura musical que
'es un insulto a nuestra musica ver-
dadera y a nuestras vidas ver-
daderas. Los ‘‘spics’’, como nos
dicen, no consiguen nada en Hol-
lywood.

El caso de Los Siete de La
Raza es un buen ejemplo de la
mentalidad perversay ofensiva que
_hace todo lo que puede por man-
tener a nuestra gente enjaulada,
La prensa, en conjunto con poli-
ticos egocentricos y suinstrumen-
to de opresion, la policia, estin
haclendq lo posible por presentar-
le al publico una imagen de los
Siete que coincide con el perfe-
cto estereotipo creado por ellos,
del ‘““monton de maleantes’’ gra-
slentos, sadicos, y asesinos, como
dice el Alcalde Alloto.

Se han delegado el role de cui-
dador, juez, y verdugo denuestros
hermanos, y , por estensfon lo-
dador, juez, y verdugo de nuestros
hermanos, y, por extensfonlogica,
de toda nuestra gente, Ya han juz-
gado, condenado, y ejecutado a
el juiclo verdadero no es mas
que una formalidad: el caso ha
s}do decidido y 1a sentencia ya se
dfo.
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La viuda del policia Brodnik, a
1a luz de camaras de televisfon
y camaras fotogrificas anuncioque
en su opinion, si 1a pena de muer-
te fuese abandonada, serfaunafor-
ma de dar apoyo a los que en
el futura podrfan cometer tales
crimenes. ,

A nuestros hermanos los estan
usando como ejemplo, su culpa-
bilidad y inocencia no tmporte; lo
necesario es que la gente aprenda
1a leccfon. Si una campana hister-
ica de esta naturaleza se hublese
hecho contra a)guien de un origen
distinto, mas‘ respetable’’, 12 re-
accion de cualquier persona justa
habria sido que las questiones de
culpabilidad, inocencia, y castigo
se deberian de decidir en un tri--
bunal justo e imparcial y no enla
atmosfera de circo de unahistéria
racista que ya ha condenado a
nuestros hermanos. En cuanto ala
prensa, los defensores de la ley
y del orden, el que mira la tele-
visfon y el que lee el diarjo, todo
esta muy claro.

A nuestros hermanos, enlos ojos
de esta gente, ya no les perte-
nece el termino ‘‘humano’’, porque
son asesinos terribles, criminales
y bandidos callejeros. No tienen
mas derecho de vivir y de jus-
ticia en su juiclio que las cucar-
achas y otras formas menos ac-
ceptables de insectos.

Los hermanos Martinez, Jose
Nlelendez, Jose Rios, Gary Les-
callet, Nelson Rodriguez, y Gio
Lopez son los estereotipos vivi-
entes de 1a imagen creada en la
mentalidad Norteamericana denu-
estra juventud y logicamente de to-
dos nosotros, Nosotros sabemos
Que esta Imagen es falsa, noso-
tros sabemos que Los Slete son
seres humanos, nuestra propia ca-
rne sangre. Son tan culpables como
cualquiera de nuestros hijos que
se hublera atrevido a querer a su
gente y que hubfera tratado de
trabajar generosamente por la jus-
ticia soclal y para levantar a toda
La Raza,

A Los Slete se les ha rehus-
ado la fianza, y si la ‘“‘gente Bu-
ena’’ de San Francisco salen con
la suya, nunca jamis respiran el
afre de la libertad, ni podran ja-
mas abrazar de nuevo a sus fami-
lHares. A nuestros hermanos los
han brutalizado y maltratado en la
carcel, pero esto no es nadanuevo,
ya lo esperabamos, es una histor-
1a viejisima que se ha repitido con-
stantamente en la histéria de La
Raza en el Nuevo Mundo.

Talvez ha ocurrido que a su
hijo lo hayan llevado preso por no
moverse 1o sufisientemente rapido
para satisfacer el antojo de un
policia racista, o a su sobrino
a quien lo sentenciaron con alguna
evidencia fabricada o posiblemente
a otro que lo mataron por que se
resistfo a que lo cojieran preso;
Ud, sabe el significado de estas
palabras, no es mas otro ‘spic’’
que se porto como no se debe;
nuestra historia esta llena de mu-
chas dolorosas memorias seme-
jantes y cada uno de nosotros tie-
ne algun cuento favorito de algun
abuso o maltrato a manos de la
ley y del orden. No es nada nue-
vo; pero se tlene que acabar y se
va a acabar. Basta! Ya no aguan-
to mas y estoy harto de la hum-
ilacion a la cual someten a nues-
tros hijos en los colegios y a
que los hagan sentirse avergon-
zados de sus padres, de su id-
ioma, de su comida y de ellos
mismos, .

Ya es demasiado y nuestras vo-
ces tienen que ser escuchadas.



Nuestra gente ha luchado en este

s generacifn trfs generacion
bajo la creéncia que el”suefo A-
mericano’”’ algin dfa serfa unare-
alidad, que la pobreza y la degra-
dacibn que tenemos que enfrentar

tras dff cambiarfa para mejor,

Nos han dicho que si permane-
cemos quietos, trabajamos duro, y
aprend Inglés substst
te bien, entonces algun dfa tal.
vez se DOS permltri pertenecer
al pueblo Norteamericano. En
la escuela nos ensenaron que en
Norteamerica no habian distinc-
iones entre razas, creencias, u
origenes naclonales,

Yerg siempre nos postergaron,
y “mdiana’* se transformé en una
maldiciSn Anglo-Sajona; vaya de-
spaclo, aprenda mis Ingles y
.salude a labandera. Para mlentr’as
siguio la pobreza, la degradacion,
y la enfermedad, porque la Raza
nunca hd sido reconocida coma
raza de seres humanos en este pais,
Y si las condiclones parecen haber
mejorado, el mejoramineto puede
ser visto de punto de vista de un
perro cuyo dueBo se ha hecho mas
rico y consequentemente puede
darle de comer mejores huesos,
pero nuestros huesos tienen el
mfhimo de carne. B}

Hemos trabajade, estudiado, y
hemos aprendido nuestras lec-
clones bien y podemos darnos
cuenta que 1a granilusibn en reali-

_dad era una mentira y no era para
nostros.

Ahora estamos preparados para
defendernos, para, trabajar por
nuestro bjen comun, y para de-
scartar la posiclSn sin sentidoque
esta socledad ha impuesto sobre
nosotros, Nos estamos preparando
para el dfa en que la socledad en
la cual estamos obligados a existir
reflejarf las necesidades reales y
las aspiraciones de nuestra gente.
El ‘“melting pot’’ Norteamericano
sera una caldera enteramente
diferente,

Nostros, los Siete de la Raza,
ya no podemos quedarno mirando
‘a un policfa y otro policfa que ma-
tan a nuestra gente y en seguida
salen libres mientras que al mismc
tlempo, a siete de los nuestros
nosotros, La Raza, nos {dentifican,
nos_acusan, nos persiguen y nos
condena la prensa muchos meses
antes de que empieze el juiclo.

Los Stete de 1a Raza no pueden
conseguir un juiclo justo en este
pafs por que nunca seran juzgados

‘por un grupo de sus pares. Esto

1o sabemos muy bien. Losfiscales
racistas harfg' un gran esfuerzo,
coh gran empeno, para excluir del
jurado a o Latino menos los
Latinos mas Americanizados, Los
Siete hermanos podrian’ terminar
‘en la camara de gas a causa de
la 4patia que existe en nuestra
gente y a causa de la situacion
politica en el Estado de Cal-
ifornia actualmente.

La fiscalfa ha demostrado gra-
ficamente su falin de Interds por
las vidas de los hermanos al dar
.solamente una micada pasalera a
‘la  ‘“evidencla gque puide sig-
nificar su condens, E

Estamos hartos de dejar que la
policia corra  desatmda  por-
nuestras calles, nsctando, dls-
parando, y scbaornando o nuestra
gente. No parmitiremos [ue In
prensa, los-polilicas § los Dego-
clantes lleven & puesiras sleto her-
manos a ja ara da gas porque
stparece que’ hlgujun malo @ un
ponm,_!. 4 i -

Dos de los hermanos, quo estalan
en el colejin duranis el dellto to-
davia estan presos, acusados do
-asesinato!
Es evidepto que el Alealda Allolo
y el Jefe de la L‘aul."fa Cahtll astan
utilizando & nuestros bermanoa
como propaginds palitica parsqua
Alloto puedn presentarse fronte a
los votantes comg un hombre de
ley y de oriden sl declde prosen=
tarse de candidate a gobernador,
podemus permitir que astos
polfticos eguistas bson nuesiros
cuerpos comi puenies para satis-
facer su sed por el poder palitleo,

Nostros, La Raza, y todo el
pueblo, tenemos que escojer;onos
protegemos contra esta mfiquina de
destrucci6n humana, o nos senta-
mos a esperar hastaquenoslleven
uno por uno & la destrucclon.

Los Slete de la Raza estamos
consagrados a la lucha por los de-
rechos humanos para La Raza y

para todos los pueblog,

Ya nos basta esta acomulacibnde
abusos, mentiras, engfhos e im-
potencta. Estamos consagrados al
pueblo. .

A servir al pueblo

A proteger al pueblo .

y a criticar la injusticia de los
unos contra los otros.
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'IGLESIA LIBERADA PCI EL YLO

Los Young Lords ocupa.on la iglesia
metodista de Armitage y Dayton el 11
de junio. Esta iglesia, en el centro del
territorio del YLO, habia sido usada
como un lugar de reunion cuando el
YLO todavia era una pandilla. Despues
de, la  politizacion del YLO,
contimuamos a usar la Iglesia de vez
en cuando para algunas reuniones. Pero
necesitavamos un lugar para una
oficina, un lugar donde el publo nos
pudiera encontrar en  cualquier
momento, donde pudieramos atender
nuestros asuntos.

Decidimos pedirle a la iglesia que
nos alquilara espacio. Durante varios
meses les repetimos nuestra oferta,

pero siempre nos rechazaban. Nos

»

La iglesia rehuzo alquilarnos espacio,
pero cuando el JYDC (Joint Youth
Development Commission) les pidie
espacio, no hubo ningun problema. Esta
agencia mantiene un registro de todas
las pandillas y de todas las
organizaciones del pueblo, y recopila
reportes diarios. Si no hubiera sido por
el YLO y otras organizaciones, el JYDC
todavia estaria ahi. Nosotros los
sacamos de la iglesia.

Escribimos un bolante para explicar
nuestra posicion a la comunidad, y por
tres dias nos encargamos de
distribuirlo. El tercer dia, ocupamos el
edificio. Inmediatamente cambiamos
los candados y las chapas, limpiamos
los pisos y las paredes, establecimos

directores de la iglesia se han reunido
varias veces. Les pedimos que nos
vendieran el edificio o que nos rentaran
espacio. Despues de algunas dias, los
directores llamaron una conferencia de
prensa y anunciaron que nos permitirian
el uso del sotano de lune a viernes para
una guarderia de ninos. Los gastos de
electricidad, gas, agua, et cetera serian
compartidos igualmente por el YLO y
la iglesia,’ y el edificio seria
rehabilitado para poder satisfacer las
normas del codigo de construcciones.
Los directores no nos alquilaran
espacio pero nos han prometido ayuda
para que podamos encontrar una oficina
en el barrio.

Hemos comenzado a renovar el




LA RAZA AND THE MEL ING PO

are preparing for the day whenthe
society which we are forced to
exist in will reflect the real needs
and aspirations of our people. The
American Melting Pot willbecome

of the brothers, whowere in school
while the kiliing took place are still
being held on murder charges!

It is obvious that our brothers
are being used by Mayor Alioto
and Chief Cahill as political prop-
aganda inorder that Alioto can pre-
sent himsdelf as a tough law an@
order man to the voters if he runs
for the governorship. We must
not allow these cheap self-serving
politicians to use our bodles as
stepping stones in their thirst for
political power. We as La Raza
as well as all of the people must
now make the choice of either
protecting ourselves from this
growing machinery of human des--

Our people have struggled in this
country generation after generat-
ion in the belief that the Ameri-
can dream would someday become
a reality, that the poverty and
degredation which we must face an entirely different ?ot of stew.
day after day would change for We are through letting the po-
the better. lice run amuck on our streets,
We were told that if we stayea <»eating, shooting, and black-mail-
quiet, worked hard and learned ing our peocle. We will not al-
English well enough, then some- low the press and politicians and

day we might be allowed to big buisnessman to take our
seven
t rican ting
loln the great Ame mel ‘brothers to the gas chamber be-

pot. The American melting pot
makes no distinctions between cause Someone allegedly shot a
policeman., We, Los Siete De [La

race, creed or national origin,
we were taught this inour schools. Raza, can no longer stand and watch
gut o:;‘ :ﬁe‘xl’tnnce was ‘:IZ:I};: cop after cop shoot our people and truction or sit around until each
postpon manana then get released while at the same one of us'is taken away indivi-
¥y
an Anglo-Saxon curse on our d
backs Go sglow, learn more time seven of us, La Raza, are i- ually.

. : dentified, charged , prosecuted and 4 :
English and salute the flag. g Los Slete De La Raza is co-
Meanwhile there was poverty, condemned by the pressmonths be- mmitted to the struggle of basic
degradation and disease, because fore the trials of our brothers e- human rights for La Raza and
La Raza has never been recog- veh.begin, all peoples. We have had enough

be o - .
e cuniry. And 1f conditions ~oLos Stete D La Raza cannct Pes. trickory, and poveriossness.
have med to improve, the im- -
provesr::nts may bz seen through try because we know that they will zesea::e igrenml;:)elg tothe people-
‘the eyes of a dog whose master never bg t“edtz’y ‘pfrol‘;f of the;r to protect ih:e people
" peers, Every attempt will be made
has become wealthier and there by the racist prosecutors to ex- and to critize the people injustice

fore is able to feed him a higher towards each other
clude from jury duty all but the :
quality bag of bones, but our bones most Angloct Latinos,

have very little meat.
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YOUNG LORDS LIBERATE CHURCH

The Young Lords Organization took
over the Armitage Avenue Methodist
Church on June 11. The Church, which
is in e center of YLO territory,
had heen used as a hangout when the
YLC was still a gang. After the YLO
became a political orsanization, we
used the Church sometimes for
meetings. But we needed real office
space-—a place where people could
come to find us, and where we could
take care of our business, We therefore
asked the Church if we could rent space

fram thaom FPar manuv manths wwa hnd

———

The Church said no to us, but they
didn’t mind renting their space to the
boys of the pig power structure. Until
the YLO and other youth got them
kicked out of the Church, the Joint
Youth Development Committee, part of
the Human Resources Commission
(which files daily reports to the
Mayor’s office on all gangs and
community organizations), had rented
part of the Church for their office.

After three days of leafleting to
explain the situation to our community,
the YLO took over the building.

since then several meetings have
been held between the YLO and the
Church’s board members. We were
asking them to rent us office space or
sell us the building. After a few days
the board members held a press
conference to announce that they will
let us use the ground floor of the
Church for a children’s care center
Monday through Friday. They said that
the YLO would pay half the utility costs
and bring the Church up to Bullding
Code standards. The board will not
rent us office space, but have promised
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CHICANAS]

‘by ENRIQUETA LONGAUEX Y VASQUEZ

While attending a Raza conference in Colorado this year, | went to one of the
workshops that were held to discuss the role of the Chicana woman. When the
time came for the women to make their presentation to the full conference, the
only thing that the workshop representative said was this: **It was the consensus
of the group that the Chicana woman does not want to be liberated.”

As 2 woman who has been faced with having to live as a member of the
“*Mexican-American” minority as a breadwinner and a mother raising
children, living in housing projects and having much concern for other humans

“leading to much community involvement, this was quite a blow. I could have
cried. Surely we could have at least come up with something to add to that
statement. | sat back and thought, why? Why? I understood why the statement
had been made and [ realized that going along with the feelings of the men at the
convention was perhaps the best thing to do at the time.

Looking at our history, | can see why this would be true. The role of the
Chicana woman has been a very strong one, although a silent one. When the
woman has seen the suffering, of her peoples she has always responded bravely
and as a totally committed and equal human. My mother told me of how, during
the time of Pancho Villa and the revolution in Mexico, she saw the men march
through the village continually for three days and then she saw the battalion of
women marching for a whole day. The women carried food and supplies; also,
they were fully armed and wearing loaded “carrilleras.” In battle they fought
alongside the men. Out of the Mexican revolution came the revolutionary
personage “‘Adelita”, who wore her rebozo crossed at the bosom as a symbol of
a revolutionary woman in Mexico.

Then we have our heroine Juana Gallo, a brave woman who led her men to
battle against the government after having seen her father and other villagers
hung for defending the land of the people. She and many more women fought
bravely with their people. And if called upon again, they would be there
alongside the men to fight to the bitter end.

And now, today, as we hear the call of the Raza and as the dormant, “‘docile™
Mexican-American comes to life, we see the stirring of the people. With that call,
the Chicana woman aiso stirs and | am sure that she will leave her mark upon the
Mexican-American movement in the Southwest.

How the Chicana woman reucts depends totally on how the “Macho”
Chicano is treated when he goes out into the so called “Mainstream of Society™.
It the husband is so-called successful, the woman seems to become very
domineering and demands more and more in material goods. 1 ask myself at
times, “Why are the women so demanding?”* But then [ realize: this is the price
of owning a slave.

A woman who has no way of expressing herself and realizing herself as a full
human has nothing else to turn to but the owning of material things. She builds
her entire life around these and finds security in this way. All she has to live for
is her house and family and she becomes very possessive of both. This makes her
a totally dependent human. Dependent on her husband and family. Most of the
Chicana women in this comfortable situation are not particuldrly involved in the
movement. Many times it is because of the fear of censorship in general.
Censorship from the husband, the family, friends and society in general. For
these reasons she is completely inactive.

Then you will find the Chicana with a husband who was not able to fare so
very well in the “Society™ and perhaps has had to face defeat. She is the woman
that really suffers. Quite often the man will not fight the real source of his
problems, be it discrimination or whatever, but will i d come home and take
it out on his family. As this continues, his Chicana becomes the victim of his
machismo and woeful are the the trials and tribulations of that household. .

Much of this is seen particularly in the city. The man, being head of the
bouschold and unable to fight the system he lives in, will very likely lose face
and for this reason there will often be a separation or divorce in the family. It is

at this time that the Chicana faces the real test of having to confront society as
one of its total victims.

There are many things she must do. She must: (1) Find a way to feed and
clothe the family. (2) Find housing. (3) Find employment. (4) Provide child
care, and (5) Find some kind of social outlet and friendship.

(1) In order to find a way to feed and ciothe her family she must find a job.
Because of her suppression, she has probably not been able to develop a skill.
She. is probably unable to find 4 job that will pay her a decent wage. If she is
able to find a job at all it will probably be only for survival. Thus she can only
hope to exist; she will hardly be able to live an enjoyable life.

Even if she does have a skill. she must all at once realize that she has been
living in a racist society. She will have much difficulty in proving herself jn any
position. Her work must be three times that of the Anglo majority. Notonly
this, but the competitive way of the Angio will always be there. The Anglo
woman is always there with her superiority complex. The Chicana woman will be
looked upon as having to prove herself even in the smallest task. She is
constantly being put to the test. Not only does she suffer the oppression that the
Anglo woman suffers as a woman in the market of humanity, but she must also
suffer the oppression of being a minority with a different set of values. Because
her existence and the livelihood of the children depend on her conforming to an
Anglo society, she tries very hard to conform. Thus she may find herself even
rejecting herself as a Mexican-American. Existence itself depends on this.

(2) She must find housing that she will be able to afford. She will very likely,
be unable to live in a decent place, it will be more the matter of finding a place
that is cheap. It is likely she will have 1o live in a housing project. Here she will
be fuced with a real problem of being able to raise children in an environment
that is conducive to much suffering. The decision as to where she will live is a
difficult matter as she must come face to face with making decisions entirely on
her own. This, plus having to live them out, is very traumatic for her.

(3)To find a job she will be faced with working very hard during the day and

hard to bear. Then, on top of this, to have a survey worker or social worker tell
you that you have to have incentive and motivation and get ahead! These are
tough pressures to live under. Few men could stand up under them. .

(4) Child care is one of the most difficult problems for a woman to have to
face alone. Not only is she tormented with having to leave the raising of her
children to someone else, but she wants the best of care for them. Foy the
amount of money that she may be able to pay from her meager wages, it is likely
that she will be lucky to find anyone at all to take care of the children. The
routine of the household is not normal at all. She must start her day earlier than
an average worker. She must clothe and feed the children before she takes them
to be cared for in someone else’s home. Then, too, she will have a very hard day
at work for she is constantly worrying about the children. If there are medical
problems, this will only multiply her stress during the day. Not to mention the
financial pressure of medical care. R

(5) With all of this, the fact still remains that she is a human and must have
some kind of friendship and entertainment in life and this is perhaps one of the
most difficult tasks facing the chicana alone. She can probably cnjoy very little
entertainment as she can not afford a baby-sitter. This, plus she very likely does
not have the clothes, transportation, etc. As she can not afford entertainment
hersclf, she may very often fall prey to letting someone else pay for her
entertainment and this may create unwanted involvement with some friend.
When she begins to keep company with men, she will meet with the disapproval
of her family and often be looked upon as having loose moral values. As quite
often she is not free to remarry in the eyes of the Church, she will find more and
more conflict and disapproval and she continues to look upon herself with guilt
and censorship. Thus she suffers much as a human. Everywhere she looks, she
seems to be rejected.

This woman has much to offer the movement of the Mexican-American. She
has had to live all of the roles of her Raza. She has had to suffer the torments of
her people in that she has had to go out into a racist society and be a provider as
well as a mother. She has been doubly oppressed and is trying very hard to find a
place. Because of these facts she is a very, very strong individual. She has had to
become strong in order to exist against these odds.

And what usually happens to this woman when she tries to become active in
the “Causa™? One would think that the movement would provide a place for

her, one would think that the organizations would welcome her with open arms
and try to encourage her to speak up for her Raza. One would All?mk that
because of her knowledge and situation the groups would think of liberation
schools with child care tor the victims ol broken homes, in order 1o teach them
culture and history so that they may tind selt-identity. But. NO. Instead one
finds that this woman is shunncd again by her own Raza. When she tries to speak
of Machismo, she is immediatcly put down and toid “We know all sbout it. there
are many many books written on the subject.” She receives lml.lnng but
censorship again. She tries so hard to say. “yes. there is much on Machismo. but
can’t you Machos look at the women and children who are the VICT}MS uf_ your
Machismo?"" She tries so much to speak up and instead finds herself speaking 1o
deaf ears and a completely closed mind.

Then she tries other ways. perhaps to offer her kills and knowledge  in some
way. This too is difficult. If she docs a good job. she will have - walk lightly
around the men for she may find herself accused of being  Agringada™ or
“Agabachada” (Anglocized). To top this off. quite often the men will accept or
allow an Anglo female to go in and tell them how 1o run things. The Anglo will
perhaps be accepted and be allowed more freedom than the Ruza woman.
Through all of this one sees-a discouraged Chicana woman. One that hungers and
bleeds to help her people and is turned uway and discouraged. What is 0 become
of her? Will she be forced into being a skeleton in the closet that one does not
want to see?

The Mexican-American movement is not that of just adults fighting the social
system, but it is a total committment of a family unit living what it belicves to
be a better way of life in demanding social change for the benefit of mankind.
When a family is involved in 3 human rights movement. as is the

ican-American, there should not have to be 2 Woman's liberation movement
within it. There should not have to be a definition of a woman's role. We should
get down to the business at hand. Do we want a liberation for the Raza? Is this
supposed to be a total liberation. )

The woman must help liberatc the man and the man must look upon this
liberation with the woman at his side, not behind him. following, but alongside of
him leading. The family must come up together. The Raza movementis based on
Brotherhood. Que no? We must look at each other as one large family. We must
look at all of the children as belonging to all of us. We must strive for the
fulfillment of all as cquals with the full capability and right to develop as
humans. When the man can look upon“his™ woman as HUMAN and with the
love of BROTHERHOOD and EQUALITY . then and only then, can he feel the
true meaning of liberation and equality himself. When we talk of equality in the
Mexican=Amercian movement we better be talking about TOTAL cquality.
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