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August, 1972: The Peo- : 5 3 official name of a-com-
ple’s Ballroom ‘was con § mittee of community res-
ceived by the White Pan fidents organizing the
ther Party as a means t concerts, held the first of -
provide survival for -mu-) a series of concerts in the
sicians and- the many- Panhandle. The intent .of
people it takes to put on @the People’s Ballroom
concerts (see Touch Ahad always been to create

issue no. 4 for a full ex- a steady means of em-
planation). ployment for the talent

munity, and in .the
Haight that was begin-
ning to be realized.. The
May 5th concert also
kicked off a running bat-
tle with the Park and
Rec., Department, as
they began to fabricate
new and more outlandish
reasons about why . the

.October, 1973: Commu-
nity people living in the §
Haight-Ashbury area of
‘San Francisco decided
to begin putting on live
music in their communi-
ty, .reintroducing the
strength of their culture
which was robbed from
them seven years before I
in the confusion that people of the ! Flaight
ended the Summer of § NS couldn’t utilize this im-
Love. Refusal by the city s portant part of their
for permits for hive music ] \ community. -

at a block party led. to
the idea of live music in May 12, 1974: The Peo-
the panhandle. ple’s Ballroom demon-
strated- the flexability of
its program by providing
Bluegrass music and a
community picnic. Plans
were ‘also made for Irish
music, a children’s day,
and a jazzconcert.

October 25, 1973: A
sound test was held in
.order to guash the main
objection of the Park
and Recreations Depart-
ment that live rockand
roll would disturb the
neighborhood hospitals.
The test was successful,
and more rock was
planned.

t May 19, 1974: The Peo-
iple’s Ballroom suffered
ts first setback when the
dconcert that Sunday was
Zstopped in violation of
qagreements  with both
Park and Rec. and the
Xlocal police at Park sta-
‘tion. To stop it, the city
found itself in the posi-
tion of having to send
:Jeremiah Taylor, Super-
{vising Captam of the en-
ire S.F. police force,
tdown to the Panhandle.
£dwith threats of confiscat-

November 4, 1973: The-
Haight “rejoiced: to the :
first legal neighborhood
rock concert In-a long
time. -‘Money was raised
through donation from
the crowd, that paid the
two bands, Window and
Mé, a subsistence wage
for their work of making
good live music.

‘January 27, 1974: The
Panhandle rocked again,
this time to the sound of : _ :
‘Ascension, Me, and Pet- ’ ; . taged concert was held
erbilt, with -each band" : ) -

again receiving a subsist-
ence wage. The posters
for this concert pointed
out the similarity be-
tween this and the con-
cept of a People’s Ball-
room, . .

April 6, 1974: Abdul, As-

eyer. More people came
and enjoyed themselves,
and Window and Ascen-
sion, two fine community
8oroups, once again re-
Jceived survival wages.
The police wisely stayed
8 clear this time, because
the community  had
cension, and Window - learned much from. the
played in the ‘People’s - 3 ) weeks’  confronta-
Ballroom in the Park.' ™--eSesl: o), Lo tion. It would have taken
Thelexcitmen;) of the - . : - indivi
people in the Panhandle

that day, and the poten- \
tial of the program as ' ;
laid 4_out in Gouﬁ'h, issue '

no. 4, pointed clearly to .

thenexd step. Y . b

cop would be willing to
ici in to force

give ‘up their constitu- -
tional right of assembly;
their right to join togeth-
) B % er economically and cul-
"May 5, 1974: Thé Peo- ~ ‘turally in a community
ple’s Ballroom, now the, o : - - ez high.
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;Mr. J.oseph Cavcrly,

General Manager, Recre- .

ation & Park Dept.
. McLaren Lodge
Fell and Stanyan Sts.
S F.; Callforma 94117 ©

Dear Mi' Caverly,

We, the members of

‘the rock band ‘Window’,
feel  compelled -at this
time to speak out in sup-
port of the People’s Ball-
room weekly concerts in
the Panhandle of Golden
‘Gate Park, and to ex-
press our reactions to the
consistent repression of
our cultural development
by the Recreationand.
- Park Department.
We have been living in
and working with the.
‘Halght-Ashbury commu-
nity for -two years. In.

that time, the most sig- -

“nificant  community-or-
ganized ' cultural events
have been the People’s
Ballroom Concerts in the
‘Panhandle. The Recrea-
tion and Park Depart-

ment has no valid right
to" deprive members of ¥

this community from
partaking - in  and-or
creating a form of ex

pression that represents

their culture. The con-

certs have provided us §

with a fair wage, invalu
able exposure to and sup
port from the communi-
ty, as well as an alterna-

tive to working for club }
owners. and rock entre-

prerieurs who  exploit
both.musicians and their
audiences. These con
certs -also provide jobs
and cultural - entertain

ment for poor people in g

the cominunity, an alter-

native to rock bars and?

high-priced concerts that
take money from an im

,desperately needs

" mune inan effort to o
tain use of the Panhandle -
for community concerts

" justification.

‘suraca,
ampllﬁed electric music .
does not disturb the hos- )

or

povcnshcd culture whlch
“that
money for survival.’

g “with
ther Party ‘and- memb
of the Good Earth -€Com

TIn " dealing with park
officials we have
metwith  unsupportable
objections and permit de-
nials without-
Although
the
test’ ~ was
Park Supcrmtendant Mi-
it proved ‘ that

pitals-in_the area; previ-

ously, this had been his’

main objection to con-

certs in the park. Not:
one of the letters of com-,
plaint from the neighbor-

hood, "allegedly received
by park officials,” could
be produced upon re-
quest. Certdin Park and

Since -October. of last

in" th

cen

November‘sound
opposed by

of-mouth, and neighbor
hood . leaﬂettmg, which "
insures - an audience “of -
size. The |

Toueh

Control

o e

hich .séems to be the

park “These

avé no humane,’ JUdlClal
ight to ‘prevgnt . public

‘use -of .public’ property:

espécially when' these of-
ficials are motivated by

"personal ‘convictions " of
_ adiscriminatory nature.
concrete .

The .concerts them-
selves have been well or-
ganized and peaceful; the
only: -violent incident

“proved to be a police

agent -attempting to pro-
voke' a. fight. The only
advemsmg for the con-
certs' has been by word-

manageable
pcople in' the neighbor-

‘hood meed weekly con-

certs. They promote in-
terracial and other com-
munity relationships, and

i'ty ofﬁclals personally,
-object." ‘to " rock ~ music, .

ason. for obstruc-

concerts :in the:
officials, .
-supposedly elected to act-.
“people’s interest,.

IIiI||I'IIllIII

.»prov1de _]ObS for the un-

cmploycd

‘So far there’ are no-
concrete,
sons-to deny a weekly se-".
.ries .of concerts )

truthful rea-

park  for. this summer.

“We -stand with the com--
munity in support of. the

Peéople’s Ballroom on a

weekly basis, and in op- -
position to ,furth 1 hostil-.

! EXPlana'hon | . .

*Fron‘i' P e 13
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 Panhandle

1 Ascension demolishes sex-
i, ﬁ‘ghrs repres. of
and rolf,and thrills “he
communify-

2.Aries Larry explains the.

Feedin the Haiciht fo
7erra vir r)jz resideht Jeseph
Caucr u)ho clains that
he. Is eneral ma
of San F)stcos P

3. Supervisin plain of cap-
L’::s ,L/elemnh 7?ay/ov-(/eff)
arrives on the scene fo
(1) Break nagjhbor a-
reement With, focal polize -

(2) threaten fo break egup-

- mentif con aren o
stepped () promofe hqrrea
for police ¢ ,cers “Huse
fssee. fo sdlicar
betweey local p I:cz and

R ne« hbors ,so that hisplay

) d of, down (oca[nmns
aw t more L.EA

‘fz wthered.

or®

‘}q {indow; the. band that-

Lrioke the six year ban
on rock and rdl'in the -
Panhandle, by a sound
et provin 1 “listorh~
g the hosprfals® pretext
s a lje = pemidds Alidte
that rock and roll & hrere

o s‘f‘ﬁ‘f.

ity, unt11 a communpity
cultural center for the
‘Haight - Ashbury is se-
cured.

WINDOW
cc:  The White Panther
Party,Dave "~
McQueen, c-0. KSAN

-Radio, Joseph Mlsuraca,

Park Supt




dp'stime to decide...
Depend  on. Capitalists’
“For Production andIncome

=1 think

e

*. capitalist

R

_T;,v,ﬁ_v.

‘but. - I've
beenhaving a lot of trouble

. ‘articulatirig a problem that’
: is fundamental. In -
“the lasti:couple’ of yedrs
.movement .
* featured prolonged analyses
iof l.thé opposition. betwe

ebates - have

Cal,lmé'éf“.s; a

> the
that power is primarily
omic. has been over-

ooked, even though Marx-

ist . thought supposedly
E premises this knowledge.
*."§ ‘what seéems to- be'

happening is that, in the

. heat -of struggle,” we are

making the same disastrous

errors that we all know how~

to refute in theory.

** For instance, ‘when the

_movément - needs . money,
. inevitably we resort to some
_version of capitalism - ei-.

thet "benefits, or donations
from the wealthy, or selling
our labor and/or talents'to
employers, or
dealing dope, etc: ~ -

~ “Free” Model

" Enterprises
Can’t Be Viable

And then, having demon-

strated - to the: community

that we, ‘too, believe in
practice that caj italism is

. .the -best system for acquir-

ing.money, We go 10 put
:forward - model entérprises
‘which, sincethey are “free”
can't possibly be economi-

-cally vigble. This *‘freeism™

is traceable to an anarchist
tendency ‘to act as though
pure communism could

* attained immediately. Is it
- any wonder that the majori-

ty- of people who are really
our class allies regard us as
crazy? .

" Yet at least in Berkeley -
the explanation is still cur-;

rent that “The workers are
too contented, and so we

can't raise their conscious-:
ness.” And having adopted

this- elitist position, which
.Inakes one for-all time in-
yulnerable to criticism from

the masses, organizers con--

‘finue to promulgate ever
more improbable .visions,
continuously increasing in
sophistication, until each
group holds such complex
‘theories of social organiza-
tion that it is no longer pos-.

sible for even the organizers:
to. cooperate with each oth-’

er. .

And this is the situation

out here. There -are ele-
ments of the community
whese class consciousness 1s
-not developed to the point
where they are ready to
consciousl{) act in their own
interests,

elements so disorganized as
the radical organizers who
dominate the movement.

ut there are no-

‘or Build and Support -
People’s - Enterprises
‘ J.'prbbaf}ly should have - e
. ‘wriiten - sooner,

“Thetefore therg is not-yet
a reliable political party
-capable of winning the trust
of thermasses of proletarian,.
‘lumpenproletarian, . profes--

sional, petit bourgeois, ete.,’ -

elements -in  whose hands

e

.p'dv‘ve; could rest. This is the

h

- tiéns- as the banks, large

landowners; labor buréau- -

crats, big developers, and
major industrialists who are

organized are’still. able to . - .

.win the -support -of these
alternative. . - . -
~ ‘What we," the White
Panther Party, propose is.
that we rethink 6ur political

positions. from ‘the stand-:

point’ of survival
(concretely, . where - -our:
money comes_ from and
where it is going to come
from), and
communist principles to
* our survival now, instead of
relegating them to  the
warehouse for use after the
revolution.

We Need Some

masses. There just isn’t'any . -

By
- Tom
. Stevens

1 tionaries are nieeded to raise .-

the-consciousness of poten--

“tial comradés in-the ‘com- -

munity. No én¢ needs.us to -
educate them as to the fine”

£ » ) points of imperialist atroci-
reason that such lame ¢oali-"

ties - everyone knows about.

that. Workers don’t work {w
for capitalists: because they |

dig “the politics of GM; or .

Standard. Oil,. but because -

they don’t see-any choice.

ing care of business, then we

gin to -apply .could start getting support

for long-range plans to take.
‘community. .. .
But our alternatives have
-to be economically vn'?b\e.
They have to be models of

the.-social ~ifistitytions' we -

Way ToSurvive woud cresie if we_had state

The first thing that we’

from .this - stand- .
point, is that the solution is
‘not in long-range. political’

" notice,

. or military strategies, but:in
day-to-day economic activi-
ty, the reproduction of ever-f
ydaylife, ° . oo

Then we consider thatin
fact the proletariat creates

“it because 'the capitalist’
expropriates the product as
a condition for the use of
capital. ‘But._suppose . the:

proletariat had capital?

1n classical revolutionary

theory, this é)ossibilily‘»is:

not considered - there was
no surplus capital available
to our forerunners in Russia
or China or Cuba. But it
would be absurd to deny
that there are millions of.
~ dollars at the disposal of
progressive  ¢lements  in.
many communities of- the
U.S. today. The problem is
that even though we collec-
tively have considerably:
more income than we re-!
quire for our survival (as a
result, to be sure, of our
being beneficiaries of third-
world exploitation) we have.
not learned to collectivize’
this wealth so that it can be!
used as capital for people’s
-enterprises, and we still frit-
ter it away gn inane luxi~
ries, or blatant rip-offs.”
It is at this point that
highly conscious revolu-,

. all wealth, but is deprived of .

power. And they have to’
meet the needs of Fhe peo-]

is really-only.a form of anti-
proletarian - :consumerism)
everyong can see that. we
depend on capitalistic forms
of income to pay our expen-
ses. This. is no way to per-
suade anyome that they
should have -confidence in

‘our ability to manage an:

economy; no way to make a.
revolution. I
- The Free Clinic in Berke-
ley is notorious for its de-
pendence on liberal -and
‘government support. For
years it depended on volun-
teer labor which of course is
irregular and_less efficient.
Recently a federal emergen-
cy employment -program
has been used to get subsist-
ence, salaries for workers.
The competence of the clin-
ic has soared as a result.

But some workers admit, tQ

mie anyway, that if it wer-
_2n"t for these salaries they’d
be doing something else. 1f
they leave, or if the federal
program is cut back, com-
petence will. plummet. Is
this a model social
institution? - | .
The solution is so abr
vious: each visit ought.to
cost one.or two doliars. To
assume that street people
are so poor they .couldn’t
afford this is to accept a sil-

;.- olutionary .scruples.

"M we colild present an’)
Jlternative system’ for tak- §

over all'the business of the "~

‘As long as Wq’r,c, stuck inj’
J the rut of “*freeism’* (which,

Tie Wile_ Hiler

ly myth about absolute
_poverty. The very few peo-- -

ple who can’t afford it are
exactly the people that a

communist party should be. -

either-finding jobs for, or at
-least if the people are truly

disabled, making sure they

get their welfarg tights.

* Money Itself - .
oIt Evil

. What is holding us back

here: is ‘not liberalism, or’
‘fdscisim, but the preposter-:
. ousanarchist stupidity that

" irisists that any exchange of

* money is ‘a sin against rev-
A re-

. establishment - of the same’
- ‘old capitalist system, some
2 say. ¢ OmE

Yov HAW"’: 4'.
&

E&D?pgm DO ALLTH
A

WORK AN’PAH

’
f

:that too many people think
“that capitalism is character-

ized by use of a money-
 commodity, and thus’ think

.the revolution ‘entails” get- .

ting rid of money. These
people assume that, being
white and - well-educated,
they know -more_than the
“backward “‘gooks” and
“niggers” in Asia-and Afri-
ca. And of course they de-
. spise_the people of the
Soviet Union, all’of who
.still operate with money. . ..
' But”. capitalism’
_cheating -the workers of
their product, and we have
to replace it with socialism,
under which the workers
“own their product. Refusing
to pay workers is just some
_new -cockeyed form of ex-
ploitation, similar to the
exploitation of crashers

who arrogate to themselves -

.the right to consume with-
out producing. From what
class have these “revolu-
“tionaries™ learned their so-
icial theory?

All this is an argument
‘for extablishing people’s.
enterprises, rather ihian free
~énterprises.  Nothing  is,
more crucial than that our

food . conspiracies, ball-.
rooms, concerts, clinics,
newspapers, _farms, gar-

dens, shoe factories, golf
bag factories, rolling paper
companies, etc. start paying
the workers.” Then when
people need survival income
they can start coming to the -
people’s party, instead of
goingtothepigs .
While we avoid the uitra-.

leftist error of freeism, we

'| enterprises. Instéad ¢
owners - getting ficher ‘as

The misunderstanding is

Food - Gonspiracy:

have to avbid the right op- -
portunist ‘error of hip capi-.: -
_talism. This meansithat our =~
‘enterprises have to be struc-
‘tured so that-osily workers °
get-paid,.and workers only
get paid-4 salary;that ena- -
les them to. survive, not to--
live' in luxury. The collec-
tive life styles we are deve- .
loping fnake. it -possible to
‘live ‘joyously. on not too
much ‘money - one to two
‘hundred dollars a month
ought to be sufficient. If we
demand too much more
than this, we're creating a-
situation where thére won’t
be enough jobs to:-go
around, and instead .of "a
mass solution, we’ll wind up
competing with ach-other
~ The more money thatan"
enterprise -produces - over
expenses, the lower the
prices we can give. to: the:

'ﬂg:_ommunity,'and the more
| jobs we can create. Thisls a.

major distinction - betw
. enterpris K-

few

business

expands, more

| employees get survival jobs

as business expands. This i’
_adistinction that makesthe .
contradiction obvious, and
this is the way to win mass.
support._ E

There are variants of this.

new form of enterprise-
which are progressive, but
which tend to become reac-
tionary. One cort is the
business where the hip own-
_ers are super loving of the
people during the early
stages of their business,
“when dprofits_ha\ie not yet
started to roll in. If anyone
asks how they feel about
capitalism they’ll ‘blabber
about how they hate it and
just want enough to live on.
But when business picks up,
so do prices and they just
make more and more,

*bread.

" ‘Another variant also has
a reactionary aspect. This is
the form of capitalism that
benefits the movement. For .
sure, without this forin,
hardly anything would exist
in -the movement, but this.
shouldn’t make it immune
to criticism. I'm talking
about benefits where one
group or another picks up a
few thousand dollars which,

CONTINUED ON PG 30-




 Eleciicians

The Good Earth Electri-

cal Company is a 24 hour a

day, 7 days a week opera- -

tion. We're not bragging
swhen we say that; nor when
we tell people that they’ll
probably save 50% over what
_they’d’ have to pay for
equally competent work,
Cheaper, dependable, qual-
ity ‘work - sound like a
hype? Not if you know the
White  Panther Food Con-
-spiracy that’s been doing

‘justthat for over three years

_now. ) -

_ The Electrical Company
:-is set up along the same
principled lines as the Food
Conspiracy. The workers in
it -are working for survival,
not to get rich; even Larry,
who certainly -has the skills
to be working for | $10,
812 or more an hour, has
decided in his own life that
all of the dreams that our .

" color TVs give us aren’t: -

;worth the lives that we lose :
itrying to own those dreams.

Our survival isn’t expen-

- sive. Between $100 and $200
a month provides us with a
very comfortable living.
Beyond achieving that, we

‘gain immense satisfaction
rom serving. the people,
such as helping a woman in

- the Haight-Ashbury get her

electricity ~ flowing again

and her lights on at 1 o-

clock in the morning. We

also spend much of our time’

turning .other people on to

" our ideas, and then finding

jobs for them. o

Every.ddy of a businéss’

has to have some part set
aside for researching and
acquiring new jobs, since,
for a survival enterprise,

.time lags between jobs aré"
just what send workers off

to less righteous forms of
survival, like welfare.

But with the experience
we have and the competent
work that we do, there is a

_constant stream of jobs that
“we try and channel through

the other people’s enterpris-
es that we are developing:

-carpenters, plumbers, me-

chanics, movers, you namie
it and we’ll figure out a way

-to do it. The best and least

expensive way, because in

these times of inflation and’

open government rip-off,

‘that’s what the community
‘wants and needs. And_as
‘the jobs for the electrical

company itself increase in
size and quantity, we'll be
able to take on more peo-
ple, skilled or unskilled, to
meet the electrical needs of
the community.

The Electrical-Cqmpariy
doesn’t give its labor’away,

and we don’t have any self’

doubts about charging for

. it. We've all spent too many
hours in factories for nick-

“own electrical

li,anvinel.}_;:Mﬂklirfsj -ca_rihgnm‘--'-wmmg ‘Gaiing  Demolon & Waulng  Moers
SEE 2 hows

els and dimes’ édmpared' 10

the -guy who was raking in
all the profits, and when it

" comes time for the consum-

er-to put the blame for high
prices somewhere, who -
does he talk to? Who does
he have to blame? His next
door neighbor, and that’s
me and you. The guy who’s
getting rich is off in Pacific
Heights somewhere count-
ing his money. So we know
better than to let-the subject
of just how much we're

. making slide .or appear se-
. cret. We'll tell you right up
- front, ‘because you have a

right to know.

But we’re still only solv-
ing part of the problem. We
stiil can’t do ‘anything about
the price of copper wire
which  is shooting out of.
sight. We’re-still helpless in
terms of what the big time
manufacturer wants  to
charge us for the parts and

. materials we’ll be installing
-in your home. But again we

are looking to the Food
Conspiracy as an example.
They're baking their own

" bread, getting close to mak-

ing their own cheese, and
grinding their own flour.
Why not manufacture our
materials?
The Power of the People is
limitless! The Food Con-
spiracy ‘is doing it because
people are. ordering. food
(31500 a week at the time

“of this writing ‘and growing -

fast) and we’ll do it because

-people will ask us, riot the

pigs, to soive their prob-
lems.
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-Hi, 80 you want a way-t0 Saturday

_ get- - your food  for -less™: processing‘them. We figure

' money?. Well, the. White “'the grand totals.of what has
" Panther Party Food Con:. ‘7

‘spiragy can save you 20%to .

. .40% on what you'd have to." .. complete order:

-work nece‘ssaty:vto-gct;.gyb\lr
¢ back “to

 Tuesday afternoon. .

Vhen all thg orders are ‘

Bay Ared. . . .
The' way ‘we do it is to”’
..~ “buy: wholesale according to

- what. people . have ordered:
.and. resell it to you with a-
2o 5%:markup to cover expen:
" ges -and’ subsistence. labot
. owages.

- #,"We:do our list -once &
week. with a full range of
“ fresh. fruits and vegetables,
- eggs, nine different kinds of

. chaese from parmesan to . R o 3

creami, and dry goods which this”- work.  This

includes not only beans and ~done ‘most efficiently by a

flour but coffee, 6il, mayon-— steady crew of paid work-

naise, olives; peanut butter ers. Getting paid . enables
and . home-made bread, 0 the workers to devote thieir.
name but a few. 2% U timelto the work as a pri-
. The weékly"6}~'érin'g of dry: M4 ‘consideration, instéad
~ goods enables you to buy
_.sane amounts ~of things.
- You don’t have to worry -
about the three month sup-
ply of corn meal getting
“bugs in it. Order: what you
need now, and When you .
Tun low, ‘order some more: "

What you dé is get ahold:

a truck: and - ‘bring. them

-cgnters: Then; from 5 pam.

déz.-Or, for a‘dollat. méTe;’
we’ll deliver 16 your. door.:’
A’ -énormgous: am O
work is involved: here. Not:

ate survival scams or slave
. labor. . .
This work is mainly buy-

ing and then dividing the
" _gross

ordered and

he people who do - thi

. of alist from one of our dis: work are the anes pai
- {ribution centers, fill it out . - the 15% mark-up. While it’
and bring it back to the dis--
tribution center with your . ¥ IS,
payment by Saturday after-- - ($100-315¢
noon. ' Paying when you being able
order gives us the money wEg | nated labor is: something
" need to do the buying. o that yery few people in this
we pick the orders U " country are abletodo. . .

true t
is not very :much money

i by Sve Copperman
“night ™ and -start’. -
- ourselves. We work for the
. 2 - people. who: buy food, and
en ordered and do all the . i
~’kind ‘of work. We work to
] nplete *order ba . change the pattern of work= :
pay at most stores ‘in- the . YOul distribution center'by . '“‘gf.fo"‘". somebody -glse’s:’
: Souprofity e TS T
i 7 Nor .are- wé_in. business |
completed, we put them oOn- “Th
bring . -ther " of. the wages is so-that we.
back to your ‘distsibution - Y.
U the
te10-p.m., Tuesdays, you ‘mea
amcomgpick up. your or- -

.- éveryone:hasthe time 10 do.
This work s .~

of ‘being diverted by desper-

- mately
into .the amaounts,

sutting it into a box for you. "

by
hat subsistence wages

per month),
to ‘work’ non-al- :

We do not work just for’

for -people: who need this

for: ourselves

€ purpose

can survive 16 keep.serving
e people. This :is'. the"
meaning of -revo utionary

:labor. We ‘are not interested

making  morey. at - the

-éxpense of our customers.

" As'mote and more of you
start . supperting People’s
‘Enterprises, ~ We. - will: not-
rénege on OuT. promise. to,
the workess. Instead of
some people making more
money, we keep employing
more - workers. In_other .
words, we’ aré maximizing
jobs instead of profits. ;

~ This makes it possible for
people’s enterprises to ulti-
employ our entire .
population with dignity and
self-respect: - E
We - ‘operate the 00d - -
Corspiracy . on five prin-

‘,E&m- .

1. Eliminate " wasteful
methods of production. " *
. Replace: the profit mo-
tive with the motive Ol

. serving the people...’

'3, Eliminate uUnnEecessary
overhead. . : -

4. Estal ker’s
‘trol 6f the enterprise.

bilit;

%5, Hold quality above sala-




- markets; or warehouses
-pick up food. *

" Hello again. ] was_just
thinking about the ‘Food
Conspiracy. o

I always remember gomng’
on trips to . the, produce

We'd be driving down

. different Bay Area freeways

_our old funky truck trying:

(whiich is bad enough) in

1o get our work done so you

people get your food in

time, and be passed by one -

- of Safeway'shuge air condi-

tioned semis and then we'd . for. some strangé- reason

just
say

look at each other and’

Other  fimes .we'd . be
driving down Route 17 past
_their Richmond warehouse.
“That place is ridiculous. It
looks like some sort of
army post. Guard post at
the gates, barbed wire .en-
circling the place, and what

‘really gefs TE is about how

- Safeway worries about their

Richmond workers’ loyal-

ty, because they :
all park»th_eir_ cars outside

" the fence! What it must be

like to work for the pigs.

It must be hell for the
security during these times
of inflation with the price of
gas and -almost everything
else up: ~The warchouse

workers and truck drivers. -

start running out of money
from their paychecks, their
families get hungry. Poor.
Safeway “has to feed the
workers. ) E
* You should listen.to this
other Food Conspiracy sto-
ry | got, OK? This is Wwhen
the White Panther Party
decided to implement the
program in Corte Madera.

The City Government:

" {reaked out” (though some

way suspect they were pres-
sured by peoplé with the
likes of Safeway), and im-
mediately shut -the thing
down. . . oo .

A lot of people that
worked on starting the
Food Conspiracy. and peo-
ple who ordered food along
with people who just heard
about. what happened,

stopped for a second and.

tl}o_u‘ght, just why was® the
city govt of this conserva-
tive town of C.M:mad?. .-

Then they backtracked a .

“Conservative, ‘that's

little. €
the clue. They’re-s0 freaked

to-

“someddy we’re gonna,
be using trucks like that.” ’

have them .

. 'were -organizing

 Back off, Safoway_

‘out by even the thought of
‘change that "this was a-
bummer. And they went
down the now age old line
of thought. :
~Non-protit peo-
ple’s'enterprises where peo-
ple pay workers only 2 sub--
sistence salary of $120 per
month for half time,.(not?

. $40,000-a year like 2 lot of -

* ‘governmient jobs doytobuy

. their food for them.

‘Not food that they saw’
on TV and the radio that
they think they might might

like. But food that they re-
quest “that™ is definitely

_ healthy and as fresh and as
" cheap aspossible.

‘And if these dirty Com-
mies get their way, mow,
Safeway will have to
“ change, and as so0n a8 they
(us) get what they want,
they’ll go to the next thing,
-and eventually he “would
lose his salary. Which to
him means no more color

T.V., trips to Europe, no -

more massage parlor.

Now while .all this was -

going on In the “Now’
Conservative '
heads, the people of C.M.
and other parts of Marin .
and reor-
ganizing against the. unjust;
ruling. . -
“i was finally decided to
reopen the Food Conspira-

cy since so many people

supported ‘it -and test the -~

city . govt. )

Ruling.And this was finally, -

.brought to a head at a City:

Council meeting that mem-;

“bers of the community,cont-".

‘spirators,. neighbors; © “and

R embers of the WPP~ -
attended to -publicly dques- -

. tion the decision. -
" The City. Council said_ -

that we needed. permits o

do what we were-doing,
that we were storing

and that was against part of
the criteria for. the permit

and:

and a man from the aundi- .

ence (who turned out to be
2 landlord) was complain-
ing that the FC was creat-
ing a parking problem.

food. - v

So the City Coanil votz,

ed down giving us any per-:
mnit. So we thought about it

and decided - that ‘the mo 7

storage. of  th

‘request
CONTINUED

€ .
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Judge and Prosecutor.

" .- When - péople’ : conspire could:be-mentioned and suf-
" and enact within the realm ficient evidence given .to.
i -of “that - conspiracy
‘present one fabrication, in the 10 year conspiracy.
_ they are compelled to make against Ruchell Magee. But
repititious their enactments it is’ not necessary at this
-of ‘presenting anotherfabri- time. There are two who are
“cation to answer a question not capable of slithering out

. that challenges the original -of the trap that was set for~

~lie. 1t goes without- saying: Ruchell 10-years ago--but
.that the more questions-put which has now tursed on all
forth--the .more opposing of the conspirators--because
-and severe are the nature of .of Ruchell’s brilliant expose
the questions: the more lies of the -entire conspiracy.
‘must be told in’ order . to- Those two, wh ]
conceal the very first fabri--holding the résponsibility of
cation.of the conspiracy. _ - carrying .out the consprira-
*~Can "yol imagine the <y, are Judge Morton.Col-
conspiracy -that_has deve- vin aiid Assistant Aftorney
loped from one lie that was General Albert Harris. .
told. 10 years ago-and that Ruchell’s contention. all
has been severly questioned along has been that he was
every day of every one of and is illegally imprisoned.
those years?! . . . This is the most common-
© 7t is extremely difficult- assertion made by prisoners
* for one man to expose a but few are ever given the
conspiracy that has .as its Oppottunity to prove it 4nd
conspirators high ranking,most lack the legal ability
judicial heads, political fi- to do so. ) -

gures and, Jast but not least, - . e
‘the entire Rigfit—w'inﬁ me- .a,_S§’t_ .DA,S
ought - evidence -~

dia. Yet one man has fought

off every kind of suppressive oRE -
proven.false
Ruchell’s testimony first

tactic conceivable--from

prison . officials destroying.

legal ‘documents ‘to_being of " all -totally destroyed. a
§r?“5f°‘;.red ~f{‘°.“k’l' Jolnt L0 1ong proffeted concept thiat
joint; from “higher courts 1; is 65 \

. dislall;)wing t(}!le filing of fe-: his LQ. is 65. How? Very
al legal documents “10 Q. far surpasses 65. One
eing p]aczd ug;‘]der t]he infa- oFthe prosecution’s “expert

'm;"‘?, a’:i . 1iega. . BAL witnesses™ was attempting

rule,” and--even the CON- 15 prove that the State’s

Spirators’ outright attempts exhibit--a bullet supposedly

o murder him. Now, final- yaken out of Ruchell--was

ly, he had the opportunity aythentic. If the jury had-

to be heard by the people. pought this “expert™ testi-
That is not a very unreason- mony, Gary Thomas’s sto-
able request--to-be heard by "1y of being the “hero” who
the people; In fact, accourd- 50k 238 caliber-inside the
ing to the “law” (First yan on August 7, 1970:and.
Amendment. of the United who shot Ruchell would
States Constitution), it i 2 have been substantiated.
right to “freedom of Gary Thomas is now ¢
speech.”” Why would so yudpe in Marin County--s>
many people of high rank the jury was supposed to
conspire to prevent one peliéve a Judge simply be-
man from talking? Ruchell cayse he is a Judge. A man
Magee’s testimony showed
exactly why. It is wondered couldn’t refute the testimo-
at now: did the people ny of a man (Thomas)

‘understand? d fwhose intellectual capaci-
There Wel"’-b two Ra'y Sh "“ ties are traditionally accept-
testimony Yy uchell eq as superior--unless;- of

(March 12th and 13th) in. course, the man who is sup-
tthe Superior Court of ‘San posed to have a 65 L.Q.
‘Erancisco; testifying in his goesn’t have that low an
own behaif. It surprised no 1.Q. and, what is more, un-
one here in the Adjustment Jes”  Gary Thomas  is
Center (where Ruchell is jyine
confined) because we are~" e’ defense attorney,
knowledgeable -enough 1o Robert Carrow, cross ex-
understand that we, prison-" amined this so-called *‘ex-
ers, are his only true peers-< pert” for nearly two hours
Ruchell was forced to testi-. trying to shake his testimo-
fy due to_the necessity of ny The “expert” proved to
straightening out 10 years be quite capable as a wit-
of distortions and fabrica- pess under the questioning
tions which have been arbi- of Carrow. Ruchell, in less

trarily thrown at and on (han five minutes, proved }e)

him by the media and a that the “expert” was no
long list of other conspira- more than an expert dis-
tors. - torter. This “expert” main-
“Slowly bul swi.., ihe tained that it.s a “ballistic
numerous conspirators are fact’ that a shotgun spreads
trying to slide out of the its projectiles at a long
" forefront of exposure and range ieaving distinguishing
thus  have  themselves markings. This is true, but
viewed as non-participants. what is the significance of
Many of these conspirators this when other types of dis-

"

and "prove their respective parts’

0 are now left:

~simple for a man whose’

with an 1.Q..of 65 surely .

tinguishing markings _are”

made. in: closed -areas. such
as_a van! In. other words, .
‘this expert’s entire testimo-
ny was filled with irrelevant
statements that only served
to confuse the jury, paving
the way for Albert Hairis’ -
elaborate attempt at show- .
ing facts well blended. with
fallacy. Ruchell, after lis-:
teriing to the “‘expert™ testi-
.moy, tore down .this testi-
mony by making significant
points._that - were ~without *
distortion and were undeni--
ably “ballistic facts.” Al--
entered as an exhibit :the
slug. that was said to have
been removed from Ruch-
ell; ‘the “expert” varified -
that. this was a:.38 caliber
shag. e e,
Gary Thomas’ testimony
was - substantiated-<by - thé
ballistic expert’s testimony. .
Rucheil merely showed-that -
the testimony of the.expert
was irrélevant which proved
that the 65 1.Q. story was .
very shaky.

“The -astonishing _revela-
tion, the one that by law
incriminates Albert Harris.
for introducing this .38 cali-
ber slug and Judge Morton
Colvin allowing it in_as.
“evidence,” - "came~ when,
Ruchell called to the stand-
the San Quentin guard who
stood watch over Rucheil'in

‘the hospital .and observed

exactly- what was removed
from hirh during the opera-
tion. Though Albert Harris
had introduced a shig ap-
proximately one quarter of
an -inch long that the “ex-:
pert” identified as a .38
as’ “hero” story; the-guard
testified that he saw a piece
of metal at least one and
one half inches long re-
moved from Ruchell Ma-
gee. No .38 caliber in this
world has a slug one and
one half i_nche_s_lon_g! ;

The theory behind Gary
Thomas’ “hero” story is
plain: to put in the minds of
the jury and the people that
he saw Ruchell shoot Judge.
Haley, therefore removing
the  blame of the murder
from San Quentin guards.
and Marin County Sheriffs.
"Gary Thomas conjured up.

‘wouldn’t seem logical that a
man would witness what he
claims to have seen and do
nothing. The testimony of
the guard points out three’
important things:

1) Gary Thomas lied about
his “hero” role (and he is
now a Judge for this proven

ie),
2) Albért Harris introduced

false *‘evidence™ (which is -

_cause for a mistrial and is
" against the *“law™), and

3) Judge Morton Colvin is
connected to the conspiracy
up ‘to his neck. The case
‘against Ruchell Magee is
~being conducted
and the mere introduction

.enough for any jury and thaz;,

ol L e Tl
.- % Bt these facts are:only £y 9 Ru he

“one part of the whole.” -~ j _
" "There is still the issue of ] g ‘.
" Ruchell’s - claim_of illegal M agee

D ot

ert Harris had already °

Convicted' then
denied trial
records. for . "

: . anothe
slug, varifying Gary Thom-! p

j transcripts. Ruchell came:

this “hero” story because t CONTINUED

illegally

of false “evidence” is clear

Be A Pullic Inuiry?

- Altered Court Records In .
- Conspiracy To Jail Ruchell Magee

people to .see. The real
criminals are governing and
conducting the sd-c;lled_

Touch News

imprisonment. - A-: -bri
.;,_ké}:chof tl;_ei) last-lh:y ;
ighting to obtain the justice
sugpposédly afforded: '__eiier'r N:‘;;n i
person:-but denied Ruchell- T L A
-will show_how- lies, sup- I would like. 10 -know if.
ported by illegal acts com- -you feceive'this. I'm an o}
mitted by people who are-in’ .qustome our. | .
sitions .designed . to “‘up- - Tiam held at-the¢ Santa:-
old : the law,” ‘must be Clara ‘County Jail undér
given:support by more lies. ‘Sheriff James Geary,
The 1963 . conviction of, Jose, California.
Ruchell and his co-defend- - o T
ant, Leroy Stewart, was. the
beginning of the conspiracg.

973

Intercommutial :

Court-appointed. agent 1.
Brill entered a plea of guilty
over the objections of Ruch-
ell.- This plea is illegal in
that no lawyer, district at:
torney or‘judge can-enter 2
plea for ‘a. defendant-ac:
cording to-the law. This was'
the typical railroading job
in Los Angeles. The judge:
at that time, Herbert Walk-
er, did not expect to be
challenged. Judge Walke:
had no idea that one of his
victims would fight back s
hard for so long.

“As-you.may kmow,. for’
“yeats I'have been fighting to’
_reach the publi¢ and for my-
freedom from unlawful con- .
finement. San Quentin‘Pris-
on official pigs, at will, held
me for ten years isolated.
Stoping & altered mails of
mine while the féederal and
state judges (fools) kept my "
legal documents hidden and
denied “ds “the barbarians
and clowning fools subject-
ed me to injuries.

“On November 29th,
1973, 1 was brought to this’
jail and taken directly be-
fore Judge Imgram in the
Santa_Clara County Supe-
rior Court- where one law-’
yer ‘Robert Carrow was
quickly dismissed on a
motion I liad filed in june
1973. I was told by Imgram :
that if T didn’t hire counsel,
he was gonna appoint one
to represent me. This was in

tén years

- “{Fpe.n conviétion Ruchell
attempted to obtain a copy
of the trapscripts which he
is, as all convicted indigents
are, entitled to. Ruchell was
denied a free copy of all his
trial records despite a deci-
sion handed down by .the
U.S. Supreme Court in
case.. Later, -'in
1966, a price was set for
them at $250.00. The State
court knew that Ruchell
could not. secure a copy of
the transcripts at that price. -
From 1966 to. 1970 this
rice remained the. barrier.
mn ‘Ruchell’s obtaining the

up with the money but by
1971 a court reporter
named Vesta Minnick had
raised - the price’ to )
$°750.000. Then seeing that close.court. L
Ruchell was getting some *~: What it is, the indictment
support, the price was _is illegal and in violation of
raised to $1,000 later in over 10-laws on.its face.
the year. (It was not strange With a Court appointed pig-
by this time that when. CONTINUED ON PG-
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* Baliroom

= The . People’s Ballroom

campaign in-Marin was a_

showdown @ between

people’s * ‘enterprises a
“:supporters'- of “the . theory
atbusiness is best left in
e hands of profiteers.
R

- standards

-October. 17,1972, the
Marin * Performing .Arts'
* Guild,-backed by the Whi
Panther Party, proposed 16~
ﬂ}:e . Board: of .Supervisors
t! g
“ii“matehing funds in. order
to provide the initial capital

~for-the. creation of a peo- -

ple’s ballroom.

“The ballroom was to be’

based' on  the principles of
the Food " Conspiracy. 'All
proceeds from low-priced
tickets were to go to paying
.musicians and- other ‘work-
,ers, and. expenses. Workers
:would have worked half-
‘time jobs for about. $150 a
~month. There would have
‘been tén regularly playing
_house bands in addition to
other acts. It was certain

.that at least eighty people-

‘could be. guaranteed su-
rvival jobs through the pro-
ject. : . .

* The - ballroom would
have been-opened at least
“six nights a week, and as the

_-ticket sales grew, more jobs" d

would be provided, thus
maximizing - employment-
rather than profit. It was
this aspect of the plan that
terrorized the opposition. |

* From the earliest con-
tacts' with them, Marin’s

" :pro-capitalist conservatives
condemned the people’s
-enterprise concept. Supervi-
:sor "Arrigoni -declared the
‘plan .. ““impossible”. He
pointed. to-the existence of
~other rock’ c¢lubs in the
.. county, -which he alleged

he alleged was incontrover-
tible .
“." Soon thereafter, when he
"realized the depth of sup-
" port our plan was receiving,
‘he abandoned his. cultural
abhorrence of rock and roll
; and- became a main propo-
nent of what can only be
called a *'pig’s ballroom™.

arin Comy  Lieral B
Supervisors Weasel oul g
| Plan for @ Peomes -

, This pian, authored un-
:advocates of the creation of

. received for their- workers

- they. allocate: $25,000 -

were ‘suitable, and  to the’
“.:searcity of tax funds; which.

der County Administrator
John Barrows, was modeled
after the Marin Veterans
. Auditorium, an enormously
-expensive .indication of the

.cultural level of the Marin:

power structure. Under this’

plan, the ballroom would be - gueire,

¢ designed by - high priced

architects, acting with the.
‘advice of a survey of Mar--
in’s youth; it would be buiit

i |

Tascism is~ from ' commu-
nism. ' '

On October 17, the ¢on- -

servatives hiad ‘the Board of
.Supervisors. . under
.control.. Arrigoni, Reagan
‘appointee Robert Roumi-
and Bud . Barr
:formed.a majority over the
liberals - Arnold - Baptiste
“and Michael  Wornum. So
although there ‘was  no

by profiteering contractors - chance of the People’s Ball-

who would only use a por-
tion of the tax money they

and expenses, spending the

rest on their own luxuries.

Once built it would be
managed by a commission
and a director under the
absolute control of, predict-
ably, John . Barrows,- al-,
though the Youth Commis-
sion and others would be
free to advise. It would be,
available to all promoters,
but it would be ‘especially-
arranged for the convenien:-:
ce 'of major 1;3roﬁt.eers,_-!s,ucil‘al

“as Bill Graham, who wou!

‘have no restrictions on, the
price of tickeéts or the-cut
they could take for themse-
Ives.

=~ lts. workers would’ not
necessarily’ be drawn from

.the.ranks of Marin’s des-

perate counterculture:
youth, and they would "be
excluded from control over .

-the management of the ball-

room, being alienated labor
working~ mainly for the
money: - :

The design- of the build-
ing would be plastic rich,-
and the atmosphere would
require a massive dose of
quaaludes to be enjoyed.
The price of this “flatfloor

. auditorium™ as its’ propo-. .

nents call it, is slated at two
million dollars, thereby"
demonstrating- the availa-
bility of tax funds for-swin-
€s. . .

In general, people forced

.and compelled to go to the .

place to hear music would,
rather than helping to
maintain a people’s place
that could be appreciated,
be constantly looking for an
opportunity to destroy as

_much as possible to get at.

least minimal. revenge -for
the gross rip-off,.and" it will.
only  be the presence - of,
high-priced and well-armed:
security guards that willl
prevent riots and vandatism
- if even'they can.

Dope, in the grand man-

rer of the pigs, will be treat-
ed the same whether it is
marijuana or heroin. So
hard drugs will be a better
tisk than grass, and. will
increasingly dominate  the

environment. The pigs ball- -

room is as different from
‘the people’s ballroom as

room" plan being immedi-

" ately approved, it was a first
" introduction to -Marin ‘poli- -
tics of the concept of tax -

funds as’initial capital for

economically viable peo-

ple's enterprises.

COWARDS ..

standard
* Arndld Baptiste had al--

ready * privately expressed -

‘enthusiastic support for the

plan. During the meeting, .

he urged us to form 4 “‘con-
tractual relationship™ with
the County Youth Commis-
sion,
them officially into  the
‘plan. Since Youth Commis-
sion Chairwoman, Janice
Fuhrman, was_already a

their-

‘amendment.

thus "incofporating '

fow come. BillGrnhenmis

, ] A—-‘ u\s
4 Wm\h’ t ON 1§ co:-u; 5
Well he's got-ha
mpnqmuefpeﬂbt

member of the Board of
Directors of the Ballroom,
and since. they had fought
the county administration

.in"the past to get funds for

the music switchboard, this
suggestion seemed to
more or less of a friendly

Michael Wornum had

‘said repeatedly that he sup-

ported the plan in principle,
but that . he " thought it
should not be proposed un-
til the budget-hearings next.

-June. The Performing Arts :
Guild was urging the supe--

rvisors to allocate two thou-
sand immediately to launch
‘the  program and ' then

“provide full funding in June.

This was a véry crucial
point, since people’s pro-
grams are often presented
in an amateurish way be-
cause no one can-afford to
work on .them thoroughly
without " being provideg at
least a survival wage for

* “their labor. ,Governmenti’

ggestions, qn. the .otheér

Apgojec_t_ions, research, and
.charis - supporting them.
This makes inferior . ideas
appear moré splid, and is
one of the major ways that
bureaucracies stifle popular

- initiative, -

In any case, Baptiste and
Wornum went on record -in’

“support of the plan. All it

needed was for either Bar-
bara Boxer or Gary Gia-

be the

comini to win a seat in
November (both had al-
ready signed the petition in
support of the Baliroom)

and there would have been-

a majority. A few days after
meeting,  Michael
Peevey - Giacomini’s oppo-
nent also came out insup-

port of the ballroom, so this ]

clinched the matter.

But with a certain type of
people, no deal is certain
until you have the money in
your hand. Between Octo-
ber and June, two move-
‘ments oceurred. On the one
"hand, support for the ball-
room grew to the point that
it was probably backed by a
broader coalition than. any
issue that had gone before
the supervisors all year.

standards
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To: The Honorable Judge Thomas Hanlon
From: Tom Ste’vensl, White Panihc_r Party
‘Subject: The evaporation of Constitutional rights

1 have appeared in your court twice so far on a

charge of operating an amplifier without a permit. -

This charge arose out of one of a series of concerts
staged in the Panhandlé of Golden Gate Park. The

concerts have been controversial, and the confu- . -

sion over permits has been part of that controver-

sy. . .

" At both appearances, | told you that I intended
‘to represent myself. Each- time you refused to
agree to this. - o .

‘At the first appearance, you announced that I
could represent myself in a trial before a’judge, but
not.inajurytrial. . . = B

At the second appearance, | explained that I
would represent myself in a trial before a judge,
but that | intended .to appeal that denial of my
right to a jury trial’ You then withdrew your
“offer’. to aliow me any sort of trial at all withou
a lawyer, and threatened me with imprisonment
for contempt of court if I did-not obtain a lawyer-
by Monday, June 10. : :

At no time on eit

fied to represent myself. At the first appearance

_you.asked whether I had been to law school, and, -

upon-finding that I hadn’t, coricluded that-I-could
not represent myself. - :
" Your refusal to allow this time honored right to
self-representation in court is evidently based..on
the fairly recent People. versus Sharp decision
where the Court of Appeals discovered that actual-
ly no such right to self-representation ever existed.
This decision is part of a nationwide tendency
among jurists to develop new, improved theories
of constitutional rights which-are‘inexorably’ trans-

forming criminal trials from an excellent means -
for arriving at a true -assessment of the guilt or in- .

nocence of ‘the accused, .into a formal procedure
designed tolegitimize punishment. o :
No 'sooner was the Sharp decision arrived at,
than an ammendment to the state constitution was
passed (partly as a result of misleading wording on
the ballot) that, under the guise of guaranteeing
‘the right of aperson .charged with a felony to
counsel, made it a matter of state law that no per-
son charged with a felony could represent himself.
Previous criteria for the right to self-representa-
tion was that the accuséd be mentally competent,
and that the accused have an intelligent under-

standing of the act of self-representation. Thus, -

when a series of judges wished to prevent Ruchell
Magee from representing himself, they were forced:
to try to show that he was mentally incompetent.
This led them to put forward such evidence as 1Q
tests of extremely dubious value, in the hope that
it would be believed that Ruchell was mentally re-
tarded. When this  failed, the honorable jurists
were forced to fall back on pure, simple, brazen
denial of the traditional right of self-representa-
tion. This vicious display of arrogance under th

cover of law is still being carried out. :

The state ammendment obviates such difficulties
by making the exercise of the traditional right of
self-representation illegal. However, the state am-

“mendment only applies to felonies.: :

Apparently, you-are extending the denial of the
right of self-representation to its utmost extreme.
Your reasoning has been that unless one is a law-
yer, then one is not able to represet oneself. The
frivolous manner in .which you -put forward and
withdraw conditional exercise of the right, such as
before a judge, but not before a jury, or only if it
is :agreed not to appeal the decision, indicates how
lightly you take the issue. )

Furthermore; .your refusal to even trouble to ex-
amine my ability to represent myself, or my previ-
ous experience, or my reasons for refusing to allow
my case to be handled by ‘an attorney, shows that
you interpret the discretionary power to decide
whether an accused person should be allowed to
represent himself, as the arbitrary. powet to decide
on the question of self-representation regardless of
the circumstances. . )

You maintain that you are acting to protect my
rights. Clearly, this is a lie. You would, I am sure,

. her of those occasions did you
‘make any attempt to ascertain whether I am quali-
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“that if 1 were represerited by an -attorney he would
-$o persuade mé. These are the. most plausible ‘and .

* accept a guilty plea from me without my consult-
. dng with counsel. As-I pointed out to-you, the &x-
pense of ‘an attorney would be greater than the - P

probable sentence in case of. conviction, so"the .
mere act of hiring an attorney would.entail a pun-

_ishment greater than what I'would receive if ['were
_ guilty. It would certainly be higher than the fine
‘that .the DA’s office suggested in court were 1 to

plead guilty. Under the pretext’of protecting my -
rights, you have interfered with.my, right to.a jury’
trial and my right to appeal an unfavorable deci-
sion, as well as the right to -confront withesses
against me, which I am.not willing to cede to -
someone else, law degree or no.- . o
Probably, you are resentful of my demand for
a jury trial, which you see as taking up court time. -

- for. .a_matter which you 'might_-considcr inconse- -
_quential. Since you are unfamiliar with the merits

of the case, you may think that the charge of not _
having a permit is a simple matter and that a jury
trial would serve no purpose. And you' may:'th"i’rﬂé '
ul

honorable motives 1 can imagine for your behav- -
ior. Buit they are based on mistakes. =~ ¢ o7

~ If a'layman with my intentions, my aptitudes,

my €xperience, and my familiarity with the laws’of

evidence cannot defend himself in a misdemeanor

- trial in a situation-where personal communication .

to the jury is to my advantage, then it would §eem
that thie possibility of self-représentdtion is about.
to -disappear entirely. Undér "what. Circumstances’
would you allow self-representation? .

The right of self-representation ) : .
The courts are under far too much pressure cur-
rently to be effective. The legal system is increas-
ingly inappropriate-for the economic system.. On
one hand, the courts are powerless to prevent the
massive wave§’ of crime’that hit:our communities,
and on the other hand they are faced with an ever
increasing stream of arrestees who are technically

guilty, but who are ethically in the right. Either .

capitalism or the constitution has to yield, and
there aré powerful movements pressing in both di-
rections. ' )

The right to self-fepresentation, and the right to
counsel are accordingly clouded in the general con-
fusion that governs this transition period. Jurists
can hardly be blamed for regarding what is expe-
dient for the courts a$ more urgent a consideration:

‘than what is essential to the protection of the ac-

cused. Néw schemes, devices, and theories: are the
order of the day. And nothing seems too abhorrent
to the harried judges than a layman unschooled in
the delicacies of legal theory presumptuously im-
posing himself on the already hopelessly- overbur-
dened- court system. Consequently, seif-representa-
tion is coming to be regarded as a game in which
the agccused has nothing to lose and the people
nothing to- gain. The right of self-representation is
therefore in danger of being sacrificed. - '

“The haste with which this right is being revoked
is evident from the logical absurdities on which
People versus Sharp rests. This'is not an appeal of
that decision, but an attempt to prenet that error -
from being compounded by its extension to an
even broader class of defendants.

. The current légal theory holds that a defendant
has the right to plead guilt, thus waiving all _his’
rights without benefit of counsel, but that he is not
capable of intelligently determining how he wants
to use those rights unless he is instructed by an at-
torney. Thus Ruchell Magee, who for years was
denied the right of self-reépresentation on the theo-.
ry that he was legally incompetent to represent
himself, suddenly was given full power over his
case the moment he, in a sarcastic comment, en-
tered a plea of guilty. Suddenly, the trial judge ac-
knowledged Ruchell’s legal wisdom. -

Secondly, People vs Sharp apparently gives a

_mystical definition to the word: ‘counsel’, since it

clearly does not mean ‘a person who gives advice’
as-it does in the dictionary and ordinary usage. If
it meant this, then it would mean that the right to
counsel necessarily implied the right to self-repre-
sentation, since the right to receive advice implies
the right to reject it. L
In People vs Sharp ‘counsel’ evidently means
someone who_controls, and dictates - not someone
who advisés. The refusal. of the right of self-repre-



-sentation either means that the court is insisting
that.an attorney sit-in court even when his advice

_Js unasked for, for no-better reason-than to puni-
tively raise the trial costs (and surely no judge
-would admit to this), or else it méans.that the ac-
" cused cannot. himself conduct his case under his
own control.. } L .
" In this case, while the court may in a quibbling
_'manner maintain that after all it never precisely
*“says in.the constitution that there is a right to seli-
representation, there still remains the impact of the
-denial ‘of self-representation on other rights that
. are specifically mentioned. .
" For instance, I have a right to confront witness-
es dgainst me. Did the revolutionaries who wrote
. the constitution :mean by this that [ have a right to
~let someone else confront witnesses, or did they
“mean that I have a right to confront them person-
_dlly? Even the crypto-fascist double-thinking Nix-
- onite careerists that operate with impunity within
-the court systém would have troublé claimeng they
‘meant the former oo K
..” When the constitution.states that I have a right
. 16 be present at. my trial, does it mean that I have
* a right to let someone else be present, or does it
.meéan that'I have a right to be present’personally?

It should not be necessary to explain-to men who -

‘claim to have spent years of their lives studying
“law that these .constitutional rights .are personal
_rights,. not rights that an officer of the court.can
exercise for us against our will.
" But this foolishness is defended by the reasoning

that: if judges allowed the right of self-representa-

.-tion, then convictions might be overturned on.the
grounds that the right to counsel was denied.
. Eliminating a deep-seated traditional right in

order to alleviate a minor judicial difficulty such’

as this, is surely nothing more than lunatic fringe

extremism, honorable as these jurists may be.

~ There was excellent criteria for determining

when a defendant. could defend: himself, and when
~ “it'wouild be unjust to allow him to, until these crite-

ria were disregarded when the .Court of Appeals
- discovered that.the right they protected did not

exist. . _
" . Traditional criteria can be tested quite easily. If
the trial judge takes reasonable precautions in in-

“suring that a defendant is not under a major mis-

" understanding_concerning the conduct of a trial,”

or that He is not mentally impaired to the degree
that he cannot reason as clearly as a qualified

juror,.then the act of self-representation cannot be -

- seen as the denial of the right to counsel.
To claim that the denial of a right that I wish to
ecercise is justified by -the insistence on protecting

a right which I do'not wish to exercise is a.conten--

tion that throws serious doubt on the. competence
of the jurist to convene a trial. o .
. Beyond the indisputability of my right to self-
representation, there remains the question. of the
_‘advantage of- self-representation. Recently, some

jurists have erroneously claimed that the right of .

self-representation gains nothing for the accused,
containing four aces.” - -
Self-representation gives the defendant the ad-
“vantage of direct communication to the jury. This
means that the jury will regard the defendant as a
human being acting in a rational and lawful man-
ner, rather than as a mute criminal hoping that an
expert will get him off the charge. The psychologi-
‘¢al impact on the jury of seeing the defendant sit
passively throughout his own trial must certainly
work to the disadvantage of the defendant.\When
the trial revolves around issues other than
the rationality of the actions for which the defend-
ant is charged, then this disadvantage might be
unavoidable. There are many defenses that rely
- more on the technical expertise of .an attorney,
than on forthright communication to the  jury.
_ There are many others, however, that depend on

the jury reaching an understanding of the purpose -

and value of the actions of the defendants, so that
it can.determine-whether or not they were criminal.
“Criminal trials -are not merely procedures. for
picking out which citizens. can be. lawfully pun-
ished. They are one of the primary ways by which
the community decides what .it. considers criminal..

There aré many edicts that have been adepted by.

various bodies of politicians -that do net become
law simply because no jury would ever convict. on
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them. Everyone engaged in law- enforcement must

take into account the standards of criminality that

random juries are likely to presume. -
Sometimes cases in ' which the standards of crim-

inality are involved are called ‘political’. This is dn o

accurate term, since what is o‘cc_uring"is that a ¢iti-
zen is using his solidarity with his peers'so’as to re-
sist laws which are consideréd unjust. ’

Fascism requires that this process be prevented. ’
Some judgestry to persuade juriés that the techni-
‘cal violation of the law is the foundation of guilt,

as though crime were a ‘matter of making a wrorig

move in a complicated game of simple Simon, and -

not a way of harming a community.

When political cases-arrive, there is an enofinous '
_ advantage if ‘the defendant ¢an present his own.
.gase directly to the jury. ' ’

There. is a second enormous advantage of self-

.. representation, The pace of normative discourse .

in a courtroom is. quick. During direct and cross-
examination there is not time to hold lengthy con-

- ferences about which question to-ask-next, Famili- .
ararity with the case is essential. Clearly, the.de-

fendant will' always have a greater familiarity with, -

_ the events that led-to his charge than will an attor-
ney. It is true that a defendant might unceriscious-

ly distort these facts, but there is no reason to be-
lieve that this is more likely with a deferidant than

with an_attorney - unless one believes that attor- - -

neys ‘are not only bétter rained legally ‘than lay-
men, but-that they necessarily think more objec-

tively, and certainly this is a premise too dubious -
to justify- withholding the right to self-representa-.
. tion. ’ R

So not only is self-representation a constitu-
tionally guaranteed right, its exercise is very often
essential. From the vicious and racist treatment of
Ruchell Magee, in a capital case, to the bovine re-
fusal that.1 have met with, in a minor misdemean-
or case, this right is in jeopardy. While it may be
in the interests of officials to suppress rights that
impede the procedures they wish to perpetuate,’it
is in the interests of all citizens to prevent this sup-
pression. This iswhat I am trying to do. -

No court has a right, .wnthout.exceptional'cause; .

to appoint one of its officers to dispose of the con--

stitutional rights of a citizen, and no judge has'a
right to convene a hearing with this intention in
mind. . : )
Your threat to imprison me if I do not agree to
surrender my right of-self-representation is there-
fore nothing more than illegal coercion; and illegal

coercion cannot be stopped by submitting, and
_then complaining. It must be resisted.

The spectre of fascism

I am a member of the White Panther Party. For

a long time we've noticed a movement to destroy-

the ability. of Americans to resist tyranny. Repres-
sion is not taking the form of public  announce-

ments of suspension of the ‘constitution, but A=
stead government officials dre developing ways to*

get-arround the Bill of Rights.
In some countries, when
tween the survival of the people and the profit of

the rich has become so great that the rich can no

longer find legal means to prevent a restructuring’

of the economic system, an overtly fascist move-

ment has arisen to prevent this restructuring by il-

legal, or pseudo-legal force.. . : -
The hatred of the American people for authori-
tarianism is so great that no serious politicians

would ever dare to advocate fascism. Consequent-

“ly, the suppression of the economic restructuring

necessary to our survival is accomplished surrepti-
tiously, piecemeal, and by pretext.

The evaporation of the right to self-representa-
tion is a clear example. To begin with it is pres-
ented as a reform that is in  the interests of the de-
fendant. It isn’t, we are told, that anyone wants to
keep . Ruchell Magee from ‘communicating to the

jury, and from cross-examining witnesses, -and -

from presenting evidence - all that the courts want
is to insure that Ruchell’s rights are protected, and
this can best be done by a court-appointed attor-
ney..’ : .

"'Yl'hen, according to Witkin, ‘Despite Jong-stand-
ing assumptions that-a-defendant had ‘a constitu-
tional right to represent himself in a-eriminal trial
(unless he was incompetent.to do so), the Califor-

the contradiction  be--
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_,_Gett_ingydur stolen handgun -
__~back from the police...
n frustration

llock .

‘burglar breaks.in and steals your mon-

. ogrammed cricket bat, chances are very

good: that if the missing sports equip-
ment. is recovered, and you can prove

" yeasonably that it is in fact yours, you'll

get it back. It's not so easy with a stolen
guninalargecity. .~
" “This litrle gripe is about a handgun,

 the tool of the devil as many big city ad-
- migistrations would have us believe, es-

pecially Chicago, which’ one gun writer
‘ecently referred to as “Daleyville on the
Lake.” When this test of will and endur-
ance came about, I was not even a resi-
dent of Chicago but one of the outlying,

. suburbs..

The Handgun in :qﬁe.st.ion was a"-blﬁed
Smith & Wesson Model 36, the twoinch

" barrel Chief's Spegial in-38 Special. It
was the-first-handgun 1 ever owned and

was paidfor on time_payments back

_ when1wasin college and couldn’t afford

it.“Thefe was scntiméntal attachment.
"The thief was a boy, a boy- I knew;
‘niever caught nor convicted for the crime.

ting started, Joe §
and. about five years younger than me
and was a veteran of several jail terms,
‘had made a living as a professional

housebreakér and was on dope. He fre- .
- quently had carried a gun in his rob~

beries,a’25.

Joe was. an engaginig kid sometimes
and T:was determined o try to help him-
out. [broughthim home fordinnerand]
took him shooting on a Jocal range a few

times. He liked to shoot and } thought -
that ‘perhaps 1 was reaching: him.. Hé'

knew where 1 kept my guns, a’ dresser
-drawer at the time;

Ajyear or 5o later, while:d was working ’

. nights, my wife_retumed- home from
work and found the apartment ran- .
sacked, He moved a tape recorder and

never took it He passed-up’my wife’s
jewelry. But the :38 was gone, along with

its Bucheimer holster and ammo carrier,

a starter pistol and.a hunting knife, none
of which were recoyered with the excep--

- tioniof the revolver. Though police only

it ‘was as.if Joe had’

-how :easy: it would be:to break into my
place and'that 1 should- get new locks. 1
should have listened. to him. He-got in
with a-credit card. ’

. "Afer police reports with my local rob-

" bery detectives and .insurance forms

were filled out (we had.a home owner’s
policy which covered the gun) first order
of business was to get a.house gun, espe-
cially with the jitteriness accompanying
the robbery. 1 bought a .380_ Walther
PPK./S;as o Smith & Wesson short bar-
reled .38's readily avaitable even in those
days. After a few weeks, just as the insur-
ange. company was. going 10 reimburse

" the-loss, the gun was recovered by the

Chicago-Police.

- Happy ending? Dont you believe it.
The insurance company <could not pay
‘me even though the police told me that.I
might never get. the gun back if a judge
decided - fo ‘have the_ gun ‘destroyed.
{Confiscated guns are d
Chicago Police, melted down' in the
Gary, Indiana steel mills, be they clun-

. kers or rare»eollectprs»items)."l‘ would

hidve to take my chances. The pistol had
been recovered in Joe's stamping

..Back in my high
ays wheit | was just get-
‘was a student of ‘mine’

yed by the

-+ capee. He.was ‘only in his early twenties -

and already had a criminal record which
would Have done one of George Raft's
movie characters proud.

He was put on bail. 1 went to courtand

. he jumped bail and I didn’t get the gun

‘back. A new trial date was st and he was

“captured: again, He jumped bail again.
' ‘He fofeited $25,000 in bonds. He is cur-

_-rently wanted by the FBI for interstate
" auto theft and intesstate flight ‘10 avoid

prosecution. He’s still ‘ot there.some-
where. 3

Meanwhile, what about my SEW? A
variety of things were told me by several -

“knowledgeable” ‘persons in.control of

my property: (Most-of the actual police -

involved were sympathetic, co-operative

and more frustrated by red. tape than 1

was). P
“A Smith & Wesson is.a cheap gun.

‘What's.a hundred: bucks, buy-a new -

one - o
““You shouldm’t keep ‘guns*in ‘your

-home:

“Maost judges dowt-want'a-gun-1o get.
back .on the strect so they'll ‘probably
confiscaterit and haveit destroyed.”

‘Wheri'told-that I'said “IsttthatSteal-
ing?” I didn’t get a straight answertothat ©

one.

sistence. | tried pursuading the Chicago

" police department for over a year and a
“half, trying everything between bluster

and reason. The detectives handling the
case of the. bail jumper tried to get my
gun back. One of the detectives even had
partial OK. from his watch-commander.
Then the commander changed. The new
one didn’t want another gun on

.the street.

This got me all the more-angry andall
the more determined to get the litde
snubby back or die of old age trying. If I
had had the money, I'could have tried
the courts, Meanwhile T told the police
that when the felon was caught P’d bring:
the gun in.for evidence and had no in-
tention of selling it They didn't believe
my intentions apparently. Anyway, the
brass in the police department and the
politicians in control of my. property evi-
dently had the opinion that handguns
were bad and.that 1 shouldn’t get mine
back and the rights of a person to his pri-
vate property can be suspended when it
comes to a gun. They probably thought
'd do something bad like use it to de-
fend my family or some other un-Ameri-
can sort of thing. .

I contacted the main office of the
State’s Attorney’s office and got an assist-
ant assistant who didn’t think I'd get the
gun back. I talked to his superior.

1 almost fell.over dead. The man was -

going to help me. My happiness was
chort lived. Over a period of several
months he promised to call me and-that
the gun would be ready for me in a week,
etc. Once we even settled on a day and 1
‘got downtown "to the Central Police
Headquarters . . . the guy wasn't in.

We had an election and a new state’s

" attorney took office. My old guy was still

leading me on about getling the Smith &
Wesson back. One day, 1 called and
found that he had mysteriously. quite
suddently disappeared. 1 talked to the
man who had replaced him. ! toid him
everything that had happened over the
two and a half year period. I even in-

‘cluded the threatening/obscene .phone’

calls wé had gotten after the robbery. the
assault attempt on my wife in the lobby

One of my few good qualities is per- .

week later my wife and 1 went downtowni
. with a copy of the property recovery re-

port anid the receipt for the gun. We had
_previously gone to the station where the.* -
gan had been originally recovered and

waited for an hour'or more for the assist-
ant watch commander 1o sign a release

which the State’s Attormey’s- man had. .

convinced him-was O.K:
While.. we ‘waited, the. desk sergeant
said to:the licutenant behind the desk;

“Gee. I think this is the first time I ever

. saw.anybody get his gun back.”

The lieutenant looked visibly embar- -

.rassed and quickly said “Well, of course.
Why shouldn’t he get it back. He wasthe
victifii. He.didn't commit a crime.” 1
wondered where. that. philosophy had
been for two and one half years. -

We waited in the. property section of-
fice while the baffled officer behind the
désk verified that it was really O.K. to

give someorie his gun. back in Chicago.’

While we waited we heard one of the

“3 imost stupid ‘mén. I have met. Iheartily. .

_fespectmost cops-and:counta number of
them as good: friends. Especially in a
large city, these guys have-a hell of 2 job,
it.being debatable who gives them the
“most hassle, the brass who never, go out
on the street or the criminals. This po-
liceman was a man apart. Everytime a

uniformed or plain clothes officer would,

 cofne in with a gun he’d taken off a.rob-
ber, ripist or some other felon, this guy.
. would say out loud as’ if he were pro-
. claiming a victory, “Well, there's another
one . for the steel mills in Gary. They
should send.them all there and melt
them down. Get’em alt.off the street.”
‘Thé guy went, through this, foutine
about a half dozen 6r more times. My
wife and I just stood there, quietly debat-

ing how much trouble one could getinto -,

for.telling a policeman in police head-

quarters to shut up. Finally Fsigned the’

. reledse papers. The loud mouth stood
there, trying to say something, pleasant.
His.gun looked as though it hadn’t been
out of the holster in“a dozen years. 1
flicked open my gun's cylinder and
jooked at it.. It wasn't as rusted as I had
thought it would be. I had brought a
locking attache case and the original box
for the revolver and 4 smali screwdriver.

1 -immediately took out the’screw-
driver and removed the cylinder crane
screw on the right side of the frame just
in front of the trigger. (The gun was of
course empty and the ammunition was
not returned). 1 flicked out the cylinder
again in my most. professional gnanner';
and slid the crane forward and off the
frame and stid off the cylinder. T light-
ened the screw, having replaced the

.crane, sans cylinder and put the cylin-
derless revolver and the cylinder in the
box. The cop who wanted to melt all
guns asked a predictably inane ‘ques-
tion, “Afraid your wife’s going to shoot
you?" My wife looked daggers at him as
he chuckled. 1 looked at the gun in the
box and was proud of my restraint as |
answered. “No. My wife knows how to
handie' a handgun very well. She’s a
good shot.”” As | locked my briefcase. 1
said bitingly. I-just don’t want to get
busted on my way out,of here for carry-
ing a concealed weapon.” | thankedthe
guy who'd handed me the gun and we’

.walked out and down.the_hall and

© %, “thanked the Assistant State’s Altorney

Iin Far tha honny

"-the Smith. The rust-problem undei-d

have bought him 2 drink:‘-_ ’

When we got home | went down;to my )
- basement “work-area and: checked “out
the.

grips and on the backstrap was only min-
imal. The gun- was still nice and tight.
The hammer spur had been half broken
off and the left side of the trigger guard
showed a slight chipping: The-cylirider
had a few nicks. The gun had obviously
been dropped on coricrete: The-police™
department had been kind enogh to'in- -
crease. the value of my gun by adding
some of their owh, custom ‘engraving.

‘Underneath tle barrel, a spot‘normally -

_concealed by thi€ ejector rod and on'the
underside of the frame’s topstrap, they.- .
had ariistically renidered the following "
enigmatic inscription: F1-849. -How
lthcughtful.of them not to choose-to dec-
orate the sideplate. | removed the side-
plate, being a- passable amateur .
ith.(Removing a sideplate-is a bit

gu AR 8 P
tricky and if -parts: come ol o ;.

"don’t’ Have.'d Schematig, y
mighty inieresting blued jigsaw puzzle.
I removed a féw parts and generously
lubricated the disassembled handgun. .
‘Satisfied 1 _put everything back tog
gether again and it worked. (Although

.gétting the sideplate back on'is ng easy

matter). Next step was the hammer spur.
My father-in-law and'1 got to work on

‘that. He's 75 afid knows precious little

about guns but a vast amount about
tools. We used a small electri¢ hand-

. drilt with a grinder attachmént and went

to work on the hammer-spur. 1 now
have a.nearly ‘de-horned’ revolver, But
the hammer spur is smooth. The gun can
still be easily thumb-cocked and theé
hammer can be lowered on:a loaded

. chamber with normal care.

Next step was out to ‘a local pistol
range that had as its only virtue its pro-
pinquity. I may as well apologize-for my
marksmanship now, and a two-inch bar-
reled revolver (when you haven't shot
that sized revolver for over two years).
isn’t that great for casual accuracy, but
performance was just as good as ever and
would have been a lot better witha bet-
ter marksman behind the gun.

So, although the Gther stolen items
were never recovered, the ‘story has a2
reasonably happy ending. )

What is there to learn from this? First,.
don't be a dummy like I was and leave
your firearms in a place where they’re
unlocked and easy to find. Secondly,
have concrete proof of ownership. And
thirdly, don’t let disgust or hopelessness

" make you give up when you don’t get the

gun back. Such a miserable mess may
never happen to you, but be prepared.
And remember, you have the same right
to your gun as you do to your wife’s en-
gagement ring or a color TV set. When it
is stolen—if your city or town wants 10
cut down on gun ownership—they’ll
make it difficult. But if you can just be
persistent, they can’t deny you your

- rights. If they do, you have legal redress

and the law—not their interpretation of
it—is on your side. So remember, if it
happens to yoi, what's more appropriate
to say than, stick to your guns.’

Reprinted from
June 1974

e and Ammo
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ONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS

Tie Salway Nobl Specal:

Yome men, looking squarely into

sink. Their hands sweat or shake.
ing, they stampede. . -

her-men have a way of grimly hold-

on; of Biving.nothing -and silently

. . promising, by theliving God, that to give -
in is:impossible and:to: ive outis weak-

.-‘Don’t te}{ me this.is'not intelligent or
-’ modemn or practical. It may. not.be, but

: finally-enjoyed by griin, gaunt and,
- bldody..men, long after mincing dilet:
i es have gone:their way. enamoured
"-of some: other less: costly-and painful
. prospect. ... - e

.-And, sa itis with gun.control and those.’
who fight that fight. Some'men today-are
looking for-a-way.out. They want to get
back 1o theirsports. They hope for some -
POV anted device by Which

i’ liave'the Benefits of uniform

5

ihéy'mi :
“legislation” throughout  fli¢' country—
thinking that would be a benefit. They
" deeiii ‘their position the intelligent one;
the reasonable one.; They. see this

. stéiggle’ since 1963 to be

‘thie face-of possible-defeat; quiver °
Y .a jittle. on the inside. Their guis -

:the news redia for weeks.

eet: friits of -many: victories have: -

: . eniough “hystetia ' dnd -

 biggest, longestb
" pensive’ handgtins-made in America, as

a'to, fire at a-United

the projectile fell harmilessly in the river,
“thée ogcasion was magnificentiileage for

they afe- wont to .do, with volumes- of

formation

in: NeW York and
‘country mile; and -

’The SNS now-offers ourbppo'nex;ts the )
‘same news media advantages. With the

| SN'S fawfully existing they can cry out, as

ars and vast indignation against “this "

7 gvil ‘and crime-felated” thing. When
they “have -psed -the .SNS 'to -inspire

have tepeatedly bent maéazihe articles,
books, newspapers and television to that

_eiid, how can anyone think that by pas-

sage of any gun law, short of con-
fiscation, -you can get them “off our
backs.” : o L

How can any writer, dealing with
handguns, dwell piously upon the sport:

" .ing value of such arms to the complete

neglect of their greater value in’ pre-
venting crime? How many times, every
day in this country, does'a firearm pre-

- vent a crime, most often just by its pres-

ence and not its use?
. Can anyone name a gun law that ever
prevented a murder or reduced the in-

their plan isto:make all karidguns illegal:

Théy really'don’t mean jt as they cry *
- out now for SNS protiibition, What they
- seek 'is that in’ the confusion of defini-

tions, they may manage to include ‘the
gestbarreled and ‘most ex-

Senator Birch Bayh's so-called SNS Bill

(5.2507) would have ‘donie a couple ‘of

yearsago.”t . - . .l P
They say the SNS is cheap anid unsafe.

- which can ‘be worked out; something
which'can'be ended.
. In this they are right. it can be ended,
but only when the ‘manufacture, - sale,
« distribution, ownership, possession and
use of firearms in this country is ended.
Oh, yes, of couise, there will be éxcep-
tions. Never in any country, even with

e gr t T on i
. . arms, have they been denied the politi-
“cally and eccnomically privileged
classes. ’
" Rightnow, the Saturday Night Special
.marks the pathway of possible retreat for
the discouraged, or the weak; or those

viho may profit by éliminating the SNS_ .

. from the market place thinking their
sales volume will be taken up by more

has:all ‘guns. aré unsafe at the
muzzle and inasmuch as criminals can-
not be denied guns because real gun law-
enforcement—enforcement such: as ‘we

. don’t have against-fobbery or murder—

would require gutting the 4th dnd 5th
Amendments of the Constitution, I favor

.the availability of the SNS for criminals.

s safer at the muzzle than the high
quality expensive models, .
" How many police officers do you
know whose life has been saved because
a gun snapped in their face? I know of
several. Inasmuch as-criminals cannot
effectively be denied guns, what are we
really trying to do? Upgrade the quality
of handguns in the hands of our cfimi-
nals? . . C

"Up ‘to-the present time our oppo-

expensive models. The p
however temporary and hollow, have an
appeal. Let's get the fight over, they say.
Men are tired in the arena. And besides
the SNS has no “sporting value.” The
facts are that most of the definitions of
the SNS so far suggested have’ included
many models excellent for sport and, far
‘more important, excellent for defense of
self, of family and home. .
_Some sdy they fear the alternative.
_They spend ‘time thinking about and
quailipg before ihe prospect of more
stringent measures to be faced, they say,,
unless we yield on this one. -
1 have néws: select, if you will, what-
ever line you wish to fight it out on, but
.. there will never be a time when strident
voices among our opponents will not be
. after our last six-shooter—then our rifle—
then our shotgun: Don’t eves doubt it.
But, there is hope retreat isalready im-
~'possible. Our friends whose blood is
- curdling, or whose pocketbooks are
“yawning, will likely not be able to yield
this defense line marked by the SNS.
Just as our opponents would not per-
mit Senator Dodd’s S.1591 to pass, so
will they prevent, if possible, a purely
SNS bill to pass. Dodd’s S.1591, some-.
times called the “Bazooka Bill,” would .
have banned bazookas, cannons, and the
like from private ownership. Sports-
man’s. groups uniformly supported it,

1 d gents with cold eyes
and bleeding hearts—inlend to prevent a
SNS bill passing unless it contains lan-
guage broad enough to permit adminis-
trative interpretations injurious to our
case or-broad enough to distort in the fu-
ture what the bill purports to be today.
From our side, neither can we afford-
to permit a SNS bill to. pass. Even if it is
so carefully drawn as to prevent its

" cynical use for some broader purpose

* fater on, how can we say with convincing
candor that onie kind of gun is crime- .
“causative but another is not? How are we
.going to defend at some future date the

honest and simple proposition that crime
is caused by evil men and is not caused
by some device employed as a tool in its
perpetration?

+ If we are going to frivol away our own
integrity by some vague concession, that

-one particular gun is more crime-causa-

tive than another, how shall .we later
point a virtuous finger of scorn and ridi-
cule at politicians who do the same thing
‘and theréby seek to duck our réal social
problems and deal with collateral issues
somewhere around the perimeter—like
gun control? How shall we demand-in-
tegrity from our representativés when we
‘have sullied ourown? © ©

When ‘our opponents have repeatedly
said they-seek to eliminate the private
possession of firearms in this country and

d of crime? Name just one!
. Does anyone seriously- think a SNS
law would reduce crime? If it would not

.reduce crime, on what basis can an hon-
"est man support it?

Does anyone seriously think a gun law

. will'fediice the numbér. of guns in the

-+ comes burd:
. decent people, the. only citizens gener-

" that something is being done about

- most in number, crime is least.

‘hands of criminals? .

Does anyone seriously doubt that so
long as we have hack-saws and long-bar-
reled revolvers we shall also have short-
/barreled ones? .

Gun laws consume the time and

money-of police agencies in policing the
. conduct of idine Citi

of la g Thus it
is, that to this extent gin laws encourage
crime. As private-gwnership-of arms be-

s g

or’is.p: ‘10

ally armed will be the criminal, reckless
or violerit who do not hesitate to violate
any law. X .
Those who advocate gun laws do a’
great disservice to the cause of law en-
forcement. They tause many - people,
good tax payers, to think complacently

crime when really nothing is being done
about it. They distract the attention of
the people from: the real causes of
crime—economic, educational, racial, re-
ligious and others—and they divert the
energy and the money -of the people
from real solutions. Gun laws encourage
crime.

Check the records and find where in . ;

those sections of the country guns -are

- Clearly, criminals will be armed,
therefore, don’t you really think decent

citizens should be as well armed as they? -

And for those who think we should men-
tion accidents and murders occurring in
the home or in meetings of opportunity
between drunken friends and errant
spouses, let me say this: these crimes are
not what make Americans fear to walk
the streets of ur big cities at night. Does
anyone seriously think it possible to pass
1aws which will cope with the foolish, the

_reckless, the insane, the drunken, the

hoppgd up or jeatous?

* There is a whole book full not to be
said about the kind of people who mur-
der their friends and spouses, but one

thing sure, their conduct never was and -

never will be guided or restrained by a’
law.

As for a'SNS law it simply will not
have any effect on crime: Tt will only add
more to the immense and stili bor-
geoning bureaucracy in Washington di-
recting the conduct of decent citizens
and thriving on-the totalitarian philoso-
phy that it Is better to restrain all men

- than to punish or put av&a‘y'_évil men.

As for those who tire of the fight and .

want to get back to their sports; Old -

Harry Tsuman had the answer: “If you
can’t’ stand- the heat, get ‘out of ‘the
kitchen.” And please don’t stay around "'
singing @ siren’s song of compromise and.
‘defeat: You inight make ‘warriors
stumble: - R

Moyl

With Sincere
Thanks -
"AND OUR.
 FULLEST
SuUp
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rent “condition” of the

*This is to clarify thé ciy

Area’ Regional Coal

“for the California 'Mari- .

“juana’Initiative, before the.

-confusion of a. few. score.

“organizers” ruin a project.

- gently need to'succeed.

For_obscure ideological

‘reasons, and to ‘atone for

" . sins committed in the 1972

- campaign, .numerous CMI

" months ago. - Since

organizers . committed
themselves to, a strategy of
“decentralization” a few
! this
term, for -some people, is

 synonymous with anarchy
. {Jerry Rubin] and for oth-

€rs; Synonymous with ex-
ploitation [Lester Mad-

dox], members of the White |
Panther -Party were a little”

.nervous- about the glib way
“the word was being tossed
around. But ' there wasn’t

much time to débate politi--

~cal theoty, So-wejust kept

working on

~ 'White - Panther Party 'was
:expanding : its “operations*
. “from ‘Marin into-Berkeley,

5,

“Alto, and bailding. a

:marijudna

San  Francisco -and -Pal

coalition -with _the .
Eaith family, ‘Thi
W

What this coalition in-
ténds'is to.make'it-possible
for :increasing numbers of
‘people. to, make ‘a. living,
';g‘uildihg -institutions _ that
-are designed 'to serve the
-enfire community, not just
“a few profiteers. Obviously,
-survival of the workers is a
ifiest priority, and for us the
‘stakes become considerably
higher " since our survival

depends op our .effective- -

.. ness.

it ‘together™

“Jn order that we don't
-degenerate into just another
‘small group {rying to “*keep

into our -enteérprises. - Every
day we meet people on the
Streets that are bursting

with ‘energy, but who can-'

‘that’ mijlions of people ur--

the projects”

for itself, it is. .
-.very " important that we .
. keep .reciuiting new- people ..

" niot find any kind of paying -
... work- :
-, ashamed of do'in% ‘What the

they . wouldn’t” be

. White Panther ‘Party -dogs-
. is offer people an immediate
. job, a place to live, enough

- food, -emergency = medical -

‘care and ‘clothes -so that
they. can survive .through
- service to the people. But as
the enterprises grow

“throngh the labor of these

“people, an enormous re-
sponsibility devolves upon
A

e White Panther Party to"

Jinsure that these workers
- are never cheated. Conse-
-quently, our “politics™ is
“primarily a ".process of
learning what sort of busi-
ness arrangements can be
trusted, and what sort lead’
to explojtation.. _

"Thé results- of the Good
Earth-Amorphia-White
Panther Party coalition
have been astounding. All
the enterprises involved are
‘healthier economically now
than back in- May. The.
Grass Roots Gazette, which
lost money on the first three
ssti¢s, was distfibuted so
~"quickly that ‘a second: print-
ing

‘Party vendors’ distributed
over 10,000 copies by per.

“honest human interaction

- with “‘media™ communica-.

tion. We stadrted with seven

now forty. Good 'Earth
- mechanics keep the vehicles
- running. Amorphia' pro-
“duced . rolling  papers,
Panthers processed them,
~and together we have dis-

“Conspiracy at least doubled

. its --average weekly order.
" Products moved so fast our .

only problem was running
~out. Good Earth trucking
" enterprise was on_hand.to
transport néw supplies. As
the initiative ~campaign
approached, we all geared
for .a collective effort. Ron
Landberg, after talking to
everyone involved, synthes-
ized'a plan for the Bay Area
organizing that can from

now on be used as a model.
for all sorts of people’s

campaigns. And a block

party to kick off the cam--

paign became the miost
highly publicized block

Ly-inworld history. .

. was necessary of. the-
fourth issue. White. Panther- .

~ sonal _contagt with people. ..
on.- the streets, "coupling

eliable’ vendors--there are °

tributed them. The Food,

par--

. gested this td CMI organiz- -

5 -ers, they told us that CMI

Sadly, but understand-

ably, only the people who -
actually worked within this

process, developed any ap-
preciation -of it. When the

-Bay Area Regional Coali-

tion.was. formed; few of the

.. people " who'.came -to-'the

meetings:.cared about enter-.

ale: of i‘their own: thing.”

- - prises’ that were outside the_

pale; .
The result-was that-August
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useless. When .

-and - September -meetings
-were 'spacey, crowded"and
pretty muc)
the-“White  Panther Party
warned that this was mad-

.. ness, we were told that ever-

ything was being done on'a

- county level, and that theré

was plenty of time and that

there ‘couldn’t be any cen: -

tralization because in 1972
blah, blah, blah. For ‘us,
decentralization . was

amounting to nothing more_

-than irresponsibility.

““The tesult was disaster.

The initiative campaign was

to begin October 1. Atithat ¢

 weak, and only people with

time, there was no bank
account, no funds, no coor-
dination:
‘spdce-sessions it was: decid-
ed that each county would:
arrange publicity. None of
the counties organized any-
thing. Except for the block
party, and a press confer-
‘ence at’'Amorphia, this cru-
cial - stage was completely
slufféd. Even the printing of
getitions couldn’t be done

y this ““decentralized” coa--

lition.This vital function
had to be handled by some-
onemakingaloan. _

- Tn'any case, the situation
with the vendors was ‘be-

coming serious. The re--

cruiting effort was working
. beautifully. - People were

being " discovered who were .

willing to work"hard; under
-quasi-legal: conditions, in a

highly “disciplined manner, -

for survival wages. Anyone

who_has ever vended a con-.
troversial -newspaper on the.
“streets knows that it is no.

€asy - job. But, people are
willing to work hard to stop
tepression of _marijuana.
smokers. So there soon

became too tany workers.

for the housés that we had.

" Most of us moved out of

‘where we were living to
‘make room for vendors.
The Good Earth opened
itself to six of us, but that
was all that could fit. Oth-
ers moved into various ille-
gal conditions around the
Bay Area continuing to
-work while risking arrest
just for going home. The

new house in Marin was

quickly filled.

The problem was that,
although the houses can ‘be

viable once set up, rione of

the vendors have the front
money to reat a house. So
we could only ‘get houses
when the White “Panther
Party could put up the
money, and the White
‘Panther Party rarely had
any. Since many of the ven-

dors were engaged, fulltime’
- i the marjuana move-

ment, it -seemed” natiral

" that this movement pay the .
front money on at least one

house. But when we sug-

At one of the

- tiative - was
* ‘white,
structured for the conveni-.

didn’t have any money, and .
when we suggested that -

money be raised they said

that there was no bank ac- | .
“count, .and when we sug-

ested that a bank account

e formed they said there

was no stricture for form- *

ing it, etc., etc.

".NoHoNeY FOR -
WORKERS SURVIVAL, -

1T’ ALLGOWGTO

-So ‘a situafion was set up -
whereby the CMI coalition

intentionally  kept

“could. function:

dination, and “do your own

-thing” came to mean that
people with morey could do’

whatever they pleased and

people without 1t; the street -

people,. .couldn’t “do...any-
thing. The anger of the ven-
dors increased when it be-
‘came apparent that money
‘was being raised on the
strength of their labor, but
that they had no right to
decide "how. it was spent.
Consequently, all the long.
distance phone calls, trips
to “conferences” were done
by the people who were not;
vendors. As a result, the ini-
becoming a
bourgeois  issue,

‘ence of shallow liberals, hip

and straight, it hardly mat-; .

tered. .
At a county level, deceri-
tralization meéant rule by!
clique. In Berkeley, Paul
Crawford--the person sirigly
résponsible for setting u

the entire Bay Area distri-
bution ‘system for Grass
Roots and Amorphia prod-
ucts-- was told that he was
ineligible to “be on the
County Bank Account be-
-cause Tod Mikuriya and
Rob Kerns didn’t 'know
“him. Who the hell are they?

i 7 " N

Tod Mikuriya is”a liberal

. psychiatrist who says that

*“politics is my hobby” and
who doesn’t think that the
1974 Initiative has a chance:

eople *functioned -
indepen entgf of any coor--

NOFunds for |

D

anyway. ‘He likes to talk

about  his “balls” ".and -
wishes there was more
“chicks” involved in the

campaign. Rob Kerns was
active in the 1972 cam:
paign--a campaign which
spent .$200,000, ~while the
- volunteers that got signa-
tures [the only success of
the campaign] had to stop-
working
for jobs.

Towards the end .of Sep-

‘tember, - an
meeting was called by Rene
-Casanave, at the urging of

. thé" White: Panther Party,"

the Good Earth and others-
‘to structure the Regional:
* Committee. At this meeting’
it was decided to form a
central committee of nine
. county representatives ‘and
. the representatives ‘of the
three working committees--
the Finance, Meédia® and’
Political Organizing Com-*

mittees, with other repre- -

sentatives to be possibly
added later. Since the coun- -
ties had not yet elected theit!
representatives, the -three’
working committee - heads’
were to comprisé the cen-
tral committee for the time

being. It was decided to. -

-tecommend Gordon Brow- -
nell-Political
Sandra Kutik-Finance,
andMichael Aldrich-Media

as the -Central ‘Committee. -

at-the next full meeting of
the coalition [September -

27]. At that.meeting, Gor-:
don withdrew and was.re- °

placed by Harry Lehman.,

Tt was -also  séified that®
sexism would be stopped on’
the spot. at meetings, that’
media coverage of people’s.:
events would not es-

chewed even if there was a-

possibility of violence - by

-the police [liberals had ob-".

jected that since the police
were threatening to bust the .
block party, it might link
marijuana with violence in*
the. public mind and lose
straight votes], that third
world participation should
be encouraged, "that Ron;

Landberg’s plan should be' -

studied carefully, and that
{the fund shortage could be
{handled with a loan, and

““that the Panther suggestion

that another house for ven-
dors and petition circula-
tors be discussed further.
These ideas were more or
less adopted
-‘Three workshop meetings
were scheduled. -

" "'I'he first was the Media.
committee chaired by Mi--
chael Aldrich. This meeting

proceeded along peaceful -

liberal lines, highlighted by
a one hour discussion of

CONTINUED ON PG 21

so they coulddook:

emergency

Organizing,

officially. -
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Amorphia- a lesson in

US. Poltical Economy

d¢t regard ‘the marijuana-
movement as a joke, or ‘a
toy, or a fund hustle, or a
media hype, or a_hobby,
or a ‘debating society, or
dnything less than .a life
and death issue set up their
own' “ceiitral committee”.
~This’ was 'a remarkably
clear example of the petit
. bourgeois tendency to split
- or-withdraw from coali-.

tions. when they are pre- .

vented from. dominating
them.

- Of ..eourse, the .central .

committee-of the hobbyists

-was  fraudulent. . It “was

.formed behind the backs

of .the street vendors. at a

meeting .where no. vendors

‘were .present. At its first

-public meeting. it was ex-
-posed ‘as- false, and a com-

promise - committee was -
formed.  This committee

never-managed to organize

even. a meeting until the

‘loan;on- the regional head-

_quarters ~ came due, at

which point it convened to

declare its intention to ig-

nore its debt, on'the theory

that it didn’t recognize the

central committee that had

-incurred the debt. - -

Amorphia
Controlled
the CMI

‘The relationship  be-’
tween corporations and
political organizations that
prevails in US politics in
geferal was evident in the
microcosm of the mariju-
ana.movement. The Amor-
phia  Corporation, which
was by now openly admit-_
.ting its affinity to all sorts
. of right-wing profiteers, in.
fact controlled the CML.:
By the lame subterfuge of
claiming that they were do-
nating space in their office
to-the CMI which they.
were allegedly independent:
,of, they installed
staff -at the heart of the-
‘CMI administration. -

Since this “non-profit
corporation™ had  been
raising money for the le-,
galization of marijuana for
years, they were in a finan-
cial position to accomplish

.all this. They didn't need

“vendors

their; "

theé ‘CMI to. pay their.
workers, since they simply
_refrained from giving the
legalization money to the
MI. and gave it to their'
staff-‘instead: "This freed
Michael -Aldritch, Gordon.

. Brownell, etc., to pain a

stranglehold over the CMI..
‘movement, - ‘éyen . without

. ‘any for approval from -
- the CMI, which was pur-,
posely kept in a Joose, de-!

centralized condition,
This dictatorial -govern- -

Y . ment by-corporation was -

covered -up:-by the. usual
'spouting: about democracy.
The fact that Amorphia

‘was entrenching itself in

its control of the ' CMI-did .
not prevent Michael Al-

.dritch from .claiming that '

the demand of the ‘street
for funds - was
“undemocratic”. This was
his excuse for refusing to .
even discuss the matter for
the duration of the cam-.
paign. - P
"+ The - hobbyists 'who fil-
tered -into the ‘movement

saw only the superficial as-*

pects. of the sitiiation and :

:assuimed that this-upholder) -

of democracy ‘was ‘to ‘be
trusted, and that the “vio-
lent” White Panthers were
‘not. With: the normal obli-
viousness of the bourgeoi-

'sie‘to the reality of labor, -

these hobbyists refused to
notice that it was the Pan-
ther collectives that were
working to get the signa-
tures. .

The Vendors
Refused to

‘Bend

When the vendors re-
fused to go along with the"
“management”, we weére
called violent. We were vi-
olent because we  refused:
to let a_person that we
didn’t select chajr a meet-.
ing in Berkeley, and in-
stead insisted on a discus-
sion of the fraudulent cen-
tral committee, which we
had just found out about.
We were violent because
we insisted on a discussion
of ‘how the thousand dol--
lar debt was going to be
paid after the compromise
central committee refused
to honor the obligation. -
We were violent when we
quietly carried a ‘‘central
committee member” out
the  door . when he
threatened to kick some-
one in the balls. L

We were. violent  when
we insisted that Amorphia
show us their books so
that we could ascertain
whether in fact they had
the money to pay off the
debt they had helped to
incur. And finally we were
violent when we physically
criticized Michael Aldritch
for calling the police on us

Michael'  Aldrich

“Get -Out _of my

Office!”

in order to keep us from
seeing “these books.” “I'll’
give you five minutes to
get out of my office,” he
had told us, forgetting that _

he was pretendimg that it
was a CMI office of which

we were part. Then true to.

his class principles, he
called the police- when. we
refused, thus striking the
classic. pose of the peace-
loving -bourgeois letting

the police do the dirty
- work. :

When ‘the police .came,

‘they didn’t arrest us,-de-

spite . ‘Aldritch’s;, - iclaims

against us,. and, after we'
‘left the office Mark Heut-

linger and . Gordon. Brow-
netl, obviously ashamed of
the action they had silently

- \JHeSE SIDE ARE. YOU ON?

i

4,
‘45
" concert.-was_lost ‘when -the

- ered

mit, asked us to continie

the discussion out of the
office. We held a: meeting
with them, and agreed to
accept their offer of 1,500
dollars in products, which

we had already- sold, to
. cover the debt. :

In all, we collegted: less

than 1,800 dollars™in Farge "
y donations. Everything' else

came from: thé Support we
got on_the streéts. For this
cighteen hundred, we ob-

f - tained 45,000 signatures. . -

The hobbyists took two
thousand dollars -and: gave

it to_the Chronicle alone -
for-aii-ad printing the peti-

tion. . This “-ad- returiied
000" signatures. Another
thousand. raised “on.’ a

Amorphia organizer Te-
goned that the money had

een stolen by .one of -the .
promoters. - This -doesn't -

count the one-to two thou-
sand that Amorphia gave
its” staff each month, nor.
the: amount 'spent on long
distance phone calls, etc.

~The initiative only gath- |
state

across  the
389,000:signatures. It need-
ed: about “500,000. If the

- people on -the streets had: -

been ‘given even half of the
money. raised " and  wasted

by - the petit" bourgeois”
bitterly

fools  who ~ so
fought -the Panthers in the

Bay -Area, we could have

gotten the signatures to
put’ the initiative over the
top. If we had ‘been given
20,000 ‘dollars - we could
have-accomplished the job

" for the entire state, and set

up ‘hundreds of survival
jobs ‘doing it. This would

Y of
»~fightérs’, against persecu- .
* tion*of marijuana smokers,

have built a. powerful force
fulltime . committed-

and -would have been -the -
sort of force that would be
needed to . win the cam-

Initiative was not’ pegated:,

“by some new sért ‘of trick

that the defeated fascists
might try to pull. It is this. -
sort. of force that the dom

-ineering hobbyists made ec-

onomically iipipossible.”. .

| The Lumpen

is the

rising Clas_s

The 1974 - CMI "cam-
paign failed, but it taught
all of us a valuable histori-
cal lesson. The rising force -
in this society is the Tum-
penproletariat,” not the
slightly enlightened petit
bourgeoisie. Coalitions: are
necessary, but they will fail
unless those with a vague
commitmeit agree to.sup-
port those with .2 deep

_commitment, instead of in-°

sisting on the reverse. The:
lumpen have much more
at stake than the more eco-
nomically secure elements
of ‘these coalitions for so-
cial change, “and
consequently our commit-
ment will usually be deep-
er. :

‘ L Political campaighs take
‘money -and time.- If those...,

with only a little time and

s0me extra money can ex-.
.change morney for time’

CONTINUED ON PG. 28
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that. word ¢

i e fcan maké our-defini:
recise: by addmg the word ‘eco=
conomic reform”.comes very close

mg.deﬁmtlon of . fascist “motiveii

definition’ may ‘serve ‘to clarlfy'

even -though it “Jeaves ~a. great deal

reforin: “The only_ way w_ Ce

“stroy. it is. to refiise 1o'¢

nemy. state and it 1 o class. Compro:
iSes were made in the thirties; the:forties,

grossistrategic.and tactical errors, At'ihe ex-
istential moment;: the: last -revelation: about
oneself, not many members:of the old van-

“guard. choose to- risk> their whole: futures,

heir: lves;. in jorder to alter:the conditions

. that Huey P: Newton descnbes as ‘Destruc»
“iopveof lifer :
“Reformism was: allowed. The more degen- :
'erate elements of the working class were the

first to succumb. The vanguard parties sup-

ported. “the capltalxstxc war ' adventure: in

" step toward its destruction.
guard. elemems seem to agree: tha he new

Cc capit:
talxsm, asoph:st ated

. ‘learned’ response to the challens
of egalitarian; scientific socialism. Aftcrl
successful cstabllshment in Spam

S :

Greece

the. fifties: 'The old’ vanguard parties:made - :
"questlon ‘of ‘how 1o ralse a

l‘ICSS

: We are ‘faced with the taskof _ralsing

po itive. mobilization: of revolutionary co

sclousness in a mass that has.‘gone throng]

acontrapositive, authoritarian process,
“The: new vanguard elements-seem to - ‘agree
that withdrawal from the enemy state and its

he new van




economic program w1]1 feed gnd

the people on-at least a’subsists
and -force: the “‘owners’ :
(geoxs culture either to tie thejr’
he communes and - the

the land the tools and the mar

will not Teave voluntarily,

expel him. - we will use the shotgun
tltank rocket launcher”
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WHAT KIND OF G

In xfrdg[ for anyone to survive on-
this planet, enough labor has. to be-
performed to ‘produce what we need
to maintain our existence. Sg it

" seems reasonablé ‘that we agrez' to

. sharethislabor. -

- But when ‘most-pedple’in this

' country decide to go to work, we
" can't just pick up the tools and be-
gin. Neither can we,go to our friends
and offer to help them. To work in
this country we've %ot to'go to some
stranger -that we don't necessarily
respect and admit to him that we
need money so badly that we're witl-

him or not.

ing to work for him whether we like,

Int many cases, we have to sit in

one employment office after another,

waiting for the great privilege of.
being hired. And there isn't much®
chance of being chosen unless we
_behave and. dress in-unnatural and
uncomfortable ways calculated to
please our prospective employer.

. ‘Sometimeés even these drastic

‘. measures aren't enough, and we're .

left unemployed, while our friends
are forced to'work forty-hour weeks
that drain most of their life energy.

" And if we are empl.oyed. then we
have to forget all the rhetoric about

- the'economy.

- Yaiso undoubt

The strategy of our party is to
organize the labor, centralize the
capital, and calculate the risks nec-
£ssary to create alternatives to the

and to every other chiselli i
talist people-trap now p

‘Undoubtedi

just about undoub!
is going to work.

~We aré commuinists because the;
enterprises we are creatingo'%perate
on-the principles of the Fo
spiracy:’ .

1)'eliminate wasteful methods of,

production . .

. 2)replace the profit motive with t
" motive of serving the people -

3)eliminate unnecessary overhead

4)establish ‘workers® control of ¢
enterprise

S)llo!d__qualily above salability
. MISGIVINGS -

It’s dismaying that such a sim-
ple, obvious strategy is looked upon
with such misgivings by so many
people. There are three general rea-
sons for Iho&sc‘_@isgiving o
1) We have a‘!‘ll Qeex;;nuhdézels ‘Wiltnh
propaganda designed to make the
,majongty of us accepf 9ur inferiority
i to the wealthy, our inability to con-
itrol our owh Jabor, and th
tright of the owners of an
o dictate to the workeis..

g '2) False ‘hopl’.S ,alw_a;_s Tflourish

democracy and self-determination,
because éveryone knows that the

guy who wields the payroll gives the.

orders, and you can't argue with the
boss, .

Accordin% to the reality we are
supposed to face, we must submit 16
the dictates of a series of bosses for
from twenty to forty years in ex-
- change for being allowed to exist.

We are. communists ‘because we
are no’longer willing to accept this

Bt TRADE  UNIONS

Communism to us is a way out of
the trap of being forced to work. for
a boss just becaise we're not rich
enough to be bosses.ourselves.

The White Panther Party is dis-
tinct from many communist parties
:because our strategy is to withdraw

among the oppressed. 1t is easier to
believe in'some painless solution
just around the corner thari to set to
_work on real, but arduous, solu-

tions. This feads to the bubblehead- -

ed dreams that McGovernism, or*
the War on Poverty, or the Post-
scarcity Economy will soive our
problems for us. Why.bother with
all the hassie of creating a viable,
productive enterprise that employs
workers. and lowers prices, when all-
we have to-do is press the right but--
:tons -on the-voting machines and._
we’ll hit some ‘utopian jackpot.:
McGovern workers for the most

part don’t even join the Food Corl- -

spiracy.

3).0ur own initial mistakes incor-
ganizing these enterprises gives
many people the impression that
we'll never be able to manage an
economy. Ironically, the main’prob-

our energy from capitalist enterpris- .. lem with people’s enterprises is that

es and set up our own. This doesn’t
mean that we've despaired of labor
unions ever transforming their fac--
tories into people’s enterprises.
.Everything.wg can do to help em-
ployed workers gain control over
- their labor wé're glad to do. But we
notice that the numerically rising
class is not employed workers, but
unemployable outcasts - the lum-
" penproletariat, to use the old slur
{which we are now learning to’'be
proud of). . 2o .

The labor unions are not reac-
tionary, as some academic leftists
charge them with being. They are

losing their bargaining power as a
result of the tremendous scarcity of
jobs,thus they have 1o settle for Jess.
Advocating the sort of general

strikes that are so easy to cail for-
from' the security of the universities

or the'welfare rolls just.demon-
strates the lack of concern for the
individuals who are supposed to
gamble their lives and their families
on such recklessness. .

~ So when we say that we don’t
regard the employéd workers as the
most revolutionary force it is not- an
insult, it is just recognition of the
fact that workers act out of common

sense, not our-of academic dredms_ -
of .révolution, .and it doesn’t make ™

sense for workers to j

. jobs.with intermifabie strik
1J strikers, fof instance, +ire g
ullim‘al_elﬁ win their struggleit is
apparent that they are going to have
to attack from another direction.

w{eopardizeghgjr e
Fthe

-we have to learn to restrain our.gen-
erosity befdre we give everything
away and riiin‘the project. Thereisa
prejudice that gperates against us -
a doubte stan¢ Some peaple ins-
ist that if wedre going to presume to
create alternatives to capitalist Tip- .
offs that they have to be perfect from
the ‘outset. People have been swin-

dled for years by the supermarkets,

butifthe.Food Conspiracytoma- .

often without.so much as an expla

toes are t0o soft, some.people quit, — coercion to what it deems politicatly

T

DN S e Py

F O

JOEO][ employs forcé to break’

there ‘are no unfavorablé: repercus-
sions. Prudence demands that we
organize local communities fo in-.

ysurc that whenever a gavernment

agent, whether FBI, CIA[:1

law withimpunity, there will be a
prompt political consequence.

[ Aslong as each individual wo,

3

“ation to the workers (who néed cri
‘¢ism -in order to correct their mis-
takes) as to why they are quitting.

People work for forty hours fora ',
bossy.ynder disasterous emotional, -
stress {not to mention frequently
*dangerous physical conditions), but
if there is a minor, emotional hassle
in_a collective, people quit, ‘People
read page after pase of slanted jour-.
“nalism and false.advertising in mag-
azines, the Chronicle/Examiner, or
the 1J, but when we are honest
about our politiclal position in our
paper, people call it propaganda.
And most disastrously, people will
do anything to get on some payroll,
or some welfare roll, or some par-
ent’s check mailing list, but when we
ask for helo in our eyterprises. we

- -are.often told “I'want to be indepen-

dent.

., We are communists because we -
do not_have such misgivings about:
the ability of our people to create

- our-qwrienterprises.

FASCISM -~

‘As capitalism loses the wheréw-
ithal to control us with economic :
and political manipulatzon, it witt
resort'to military coercion. Such
coercion is équivalent to fascism.
hen we say that the Executive
Branch of the Federal Government
must become “incieasingly fascist,
- we do not mean that Nixon s about
to start speaking Gernian. We mean
'simply that we can not.trust the
government to respect.constitution-
al limitations on its power. =
We.can, however, exrect the
$Nixon government to limit its

‘feasible. Force will be used when

y antee fascism. . -

" seem

nly about himself ‘an
diate friends, such PO,

{ are
hegdvernment will be victo
ver individual after-individual.
ndividualism .and selfishriess guar-

east 3

act of the government. Functional
and free media are essential. f
communists because we believe that
although imperiatism must resort to.
fascism as it.coliapses, that the at-
tempt to impose fascism. on the
United States will not
LIBERALIS
Capitalism is not the wisest
means of organizing our, economy.
But in order to criticize it, we must
be able to propose an alternative.
Otherwise, our criticisms degener-
ate into mere complaints_that capi-
talism is not perfect.

McGovern seriously. He is afraid to

. He has to limit himself to piece-

meal proposals that would just
make him a nuisance to the ca&thab
ists that control production. at

would he do in the face of massive .

resistance b
schemes.
either nationalize or capitulate.
Like an gstrich, he won't even look

the capitalists to his

at these possibiities.
Even his piecemeal proposals
must be abandoned one by one as

, their unfeasibility bectmes cbvious.

Welfare reform - he didn’t really
mean it. The end of militarism - he
only advocates withdrawal from one,
ared. Marijuana legalization -
+maybe next year. The liberation of

women - fine, as Jong as they re-

imember their place,

His support of anti-labor legisla~
tion and.the Omnibus Crime Bill is
‘not surprising. Actually, this man
who elbowed his way in frtat of
Shirley Chisholm just when there
a chance of ending the.dom-
+ination of politics by white, middle-
class, malemoderates has neither

-the courage nor the integrity of even -

Richard Nixon.

" This"is not_fo say, that we °
" shouldn’t vote for him - fater all,

what'is a vot

t -worth? But just io
remind

olitical scientists whose

B Not that »we:'i_\eed always-méet
ll violence with violence, but at the
- “we should expose every illegal -

“This'is why hardly aﬁyorie takes. -

is choices would be to .

. ‘expertise, consists, of reciting cliches

‘that blacks, women, and radicals

*.can’t win elections that we might as
:well have backed an honest loser, as
a treacherous one.

! ‘We are cbm_mun'ists_ bec'au;s.c'We
tclzjbct the delusions of “left™ liber-
als. - - :

. . The fascist machinery of this
-country has been implementing
schemes to extort slave labor from

oor people for some time now.
'eople collecting welfare are bein;

* forced to-accept degrading, and
meaningless fabor undet pain ot
losing’ their right to survive..
Reagan advocates work camps. So

“does Rockefeller. And as people
are driven up against the wall of
enslavement, we are growing more
Jdesperate.

Of course crime is increasing.

».. “So far we have only seen the begin- -
.. .ning. If people are not given a de-

cent chance to survive, then only
- cowards will refrain from_finding
some illegal means of staying free.’
Housebreaking, armed robbery,
hijacking...whatever it takes.

In the face of this crisis, the lib-
eral proposals of a guaranteed.
annual income are pathetic. If
businesses allowed this income to
be independent of employment,
then it's true that few people would
choose to work for any boss. If it is

- tied to employment, the it may be
‘only an equivalent of the:Ni
plan for slave Iabor. And:in-ahy
case, unléss the increased employ-
ment leads to a real release of
productive forces, it is apparént
- that a sudden increase in spendifig
power without a corresponding
increase of goods available would
create a staggering inflation. And
if this disaster is prevented by ab.
solute and permanent price con--
trols, then this will be nothing but
the corporate state planned by
Mussolini. Is there anything liber- .
al about this? " o .
Our altérnative to this wishful
nonsense is to provide small
groups of peopje with sufficient
capital so that they can create en-
terprises which are productive,
--non-exploitative, - worker-coit-
- trolied, and economically viable,
"“Our experience is that this would
not only solve the economic quan-
daries which neither Nixon nor-his
rivals stand inuch chance of doing,
bat it will restore the sense of joy-
- ous-labor that is an-absolute pre-:
condition for a healthy society.. i

" We are ¢omminists besauke we'.
‘are:tired of waiting for:the govern-
ment to startdoing this job.

REFORM -

. One of the'maip reasons. for the
advantage that tiberals have always .
held over communists is that liber-
als'seemed to work forshort term

benefits, while communists were -

ready to sacrifice these for the long-
run goal of revolution. Naturally,

* this led a large number of people to

reject the theoretical advantages of
a future revolution for the immedi-
ate, tangible benefits proposed by
less radical politicians.

Actually, it was the movement
towards revolution that ferced those
In power to make concessions, and
not merely the liberal requests that
they be made, but still communists
have been viewed with skepticism

- because they can't deliver immedi-

ate benefits.

The advantage of organizing
people’s enterprises is that it dem.
«onstrates in the present the prefera-
‘bility of communism to capitalism,
and makes it obvious who is really
helping people. -

CONTINUED ON PG 21
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I WITNESS v
CALLPOLICE " | - .
INCIDENTS r
.When . citizens ~_ are
stopped by police, - there.
is a-tendency for. passers-
5y to'shrug their shoul-
jers. and ‘be.glad it’s not
‘hem_being: stopped. Th
attitude. leaves citizens at
the mercy. of police;, -and
sometimes this -leads to
abuses.- If you encounter
1+ police incident, ‘you
nave -a_right and a re-
sponsibility - to -see to- it
that “the- citizen involved
fias ‘community Support,
if needed. All it takes is
for ybu - to approach
slowly, and ask the cit
zen if a witness is nee
The police have no right

to prevent: you from.

doing this. You are not
obstructing justice. If
they .try to intimidate or
discourage you, which
unfortunately they often
will, tell- them clearly
what .you are doing, and
if .they -pessist, take their
badge numbers, .- ..

“If thecitizen says’ he
doesn’t meed a witness,
leave. If 'you’re not serv-
ing ‘a,purpose, don’t hang
around:just for the enter-
taiiment:” . T

If ke ‘says he does,ask-

his -name, ‘his phone -or

address, and who te’

wants _contacted if he;s
arrested. Find out why
he is being detained.
Your. presence is likely
to discourage illegal acts
by police, but if such acts
occur,. be sure:to remem-
ber. -the -exact - details.
Don'’t -give ‘legal advice,
least .of all to the police.
It’s up to the citizen in-
volved. to decide how to
‘handle the situation. You
are only these to verify

subsequent .- - eomplaints. *
Try to speak as.little as’

possible. - Pon’t “hassle,
antagonize, or abuse the
police. officers. It isn't a
game. - .
After . the incident, if
there is -any apparent
abuse, call the complaint
number, Get names of
other witnesses, and ad-
dresses. Arrange to get
witness’ statements as
soon as possible.
2FORM.
COMMUNITY
DEFENCE GROUPS
When a citizen is.
-arrested, it is difficult for
her or him to organize
legal support, bail con-
tacts, community, .sup-

i port, etc. from a eell.

Even after being bailed
out, following through
on complaints is an ex-
hausting job for one per-

- things * drop, ~instead - of -

ded.™

-others - Blacks, youth,

son, and this is the.rea-’
son that most people let-

pursuing attemps for re-
dress of grievances. =

The solution to this
problem is to organize
support beforehand  so-
that it is available when
it is needed. Every citizen.
should be able to call a
friend- from jail. and be.
sure that this friend will+
be able to take care of-
the ‘business necessary to
activate justice. A-. de-
fense group would in-
clude one or two.lawyers,
someone familiar with
the local media, a doctor
.or a .community health
worker, a bailbondsman,
or someone familiar, with
the system .for. obtaining

bail on short notice; and
“know when and how to
..-use them if and when a

a few good typists,
speakers, diplomats, etc.
When these groups are
functioning, - it-. will- -be.
much more unlikely that
police will risk ‘breaKing

the law to hurt someone. -

they don’t happen to
like. - S

Obviously, 'there: are
minorities © whe = need
these groups. more than

ex-cons, Communists,

etc. -But ‘this -defense
against police crime is
crucial to the entire com-
munity, consequently less
oppressed ~ people *. will
also help these groups.
In fact, this is one of the
areas where cooperation
between different ele-
ments of the community
can best be manifested.

JARMIN =

ACCORDANCE
WITHTHE
~ SECOND AMEND-
MENT OF THE ..

U.S. CONSYTITU-
TION = -

The revolutienaries B
who framed- the Consti-
tution were -not §0 naive
as to think that " the -
freedom of a people
could be safeguarded by

- the  people... ang

CONMOTY COMROL OF POLEE
o

words on' paper. -alone.
Consequently, -t fook”
steps ‘toin

staté could never,

leave

tion., We haven’t forgot-
téen Fred hampton  anr
Kent State.

1. But our opposition to

illegal -police’. ' tactics

them_ helpless in the face- doesn’t mean that we be-

" of armed’ tyranny. What

freedom “there has. been
in America ‘since that.

-also increases. S
Police in Marin Coun-
ty -are relatively disci-
plined and law-abiding.
at this time. But what’
guarantee is there that
one group or another.of
psychopaths won’t get it
into their -heads to give

.Nixon, et al, alittle

extra-legal help? We ad-
vocate protecting, our-
selves against this Sort of
thing.

Possessing and  train-
ing with firearms. is no
more . dangerous. - than
doing the same with au-
tomobiles. - The 'impor-
tant thing is not to take
guns away from people
but to educate people to

real need arises. It is
much safer to have a
weapon and tiever have
to use it than to need on

_ lieve in obstructing police.

when they “are’ carrying
“out legitiniate, services.
On . the contrary; we'
think that- the ‘members,

of a community should

_actively ‘cooperate. in.the

alone ‘can stop .wanton
murdérers, rapists, ;-and
heroin pushersis as fool-
igh- as thinking that ‘the
police are not necessary
-atall. o

" _As police departments
become more responsive
-to the needs of the com-
munity, rather than spe-
cial interest groups. or

.profiteers, their aliena--

tion from the community
especially from the
youth and minorities -
-wilt also - decréase,” and
combined community ef-.

forts will be.more suc- .

cessful at stopping crime.
We don’t think it follows
from the fact that some-
one is employed as a po-

lice officer that she or he "

is a mindless robot ready
to follow - any orders
whatsoever. So we don’t
treat police as though’
they are mindless.

|

enforcement of just laws..|
To think that the police .
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Standing - Order
from-the  Chiet
ol - The - Berkeley
“Potice to il
1@ Ten on
- fis force

Subject: . Arrest Proce-
dure’ - :

Al officers are re-
minded that when an ar-
rest is being made. pass-
ers-by, -onlookers, or po-
tential. witnesses have an
inherent right to observe
the arrest process and to
communicate with the ar-
réstee to the extent that
such communication in
no way interferes with
‘the arrest process. Under
ordinary arrest situations
these witnesses should be
able to hear any conver-
sation between the offi-
.cer and the prisoner.

Officers are expected
to use good judgment in
arrest situations and-res-
trict the practice of de-
manding that onlookers
leave the area only in
those instances where the
‘onlookers’ " definitely
pose-a threat to the safe-
ty of the officer, prison-

er, or the witness.

and not haveit. .~ -

4 SUPPORT YOUR .
LOCAL POLICE. .

The four-point : pro-
‘gram is  designed to
guard  the community
‘against” police - terror. It

is formulated in response.
“to the incredsing tenden-:

¢y “of dominant politi-
cians to rely on physical

force to political opposi- .




~ -county . budget,
- -‘rins into tens of million
“ ofdollars annually:
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prises, realizés that a'lot

.of . poor people -are -hav-
- .ing a‘hard time surviving

in. Marin, and ‘should- be
entitled to welfare, espe-
cially considering the

+ Why should: ]

- poor

- .people of the. ceunty not-

seek welfare, when :no
jobs are being creatéd?
Why “should they. be

- . forced to move out of.
* the county, only to leave

room for more expensrve

. housing to be built? It is
. ‘obvious -that the county

-government is: going to

:-make it as hard as possi-
- ble” for the poor and

- -lower -
" survive there. }
© In order to stop -the
county .
i desperate. people,, we " in--

i =

. Hes that the county: just.

middle - class to

from. cheatmg
stituted a Welfare Rights
Program. Previously
people: who ‘sought . wel-

- fare were treated like ex-
_pendable

peons,” and
while 'some were. granted

" the minimal pitance, ‘oth-

.ers were brushed off with

~ didn’t have the money.
. ‘After a certain period of

< ther -
. below minimum wage
- jobs the. county offered,

time they were told to ei-
take - the menial,

or. starve. lnformatlon

“was ‘demanded, ‘such as
~ who you lived with, who

the father of your un-

~ born-child was, and other

_irrelévent questions,
< most of which are rllegal.
“to begin wrth

‘morning,
-Friday,

Our workers arrive at
the  county welfare. of-
fices at 8:00 AM every

v day. talking to each per-

son who comes in, of-

- fering their services if the

person.-has .a question -

about a--certain regula-

_tion, or- what to put on

their application form.
Because people are so
often intimidated. by-the

county’s workers, we also
offer to attend the inter- .

view with them, and de-
mand that the person be
helped according to the

- welfare code. This strate-

gy has been amazingly
successful. ~ Quite often
a person will come in
who is destitute and will
ask for temporary. aid
until they are able to lo-

m Marrn
8 ‘cate sorne work. - Even T

.they are granted aid they

“their " check; even if its

which ..that is_supposed . to . be

ithe., .administrative *chief
“to ontaifi petty . _cash for

_ sitting in the welfare of--

Monday - thru
and spend the .

= Whrte Panther Party
];;Defends Welfare Recrplents

| jdf'R|ghts

The ) Whrte Panther-
Party, “despite. ‘out deep: -
- belief that we should sur
vive 'by " our’.own' enter-

are: ‘refuséd . immediate
cash,. and’. are - told :they :
will just have to wait for.”

for' sevéral days. ;When
these. people-complain
‘us,” we confrot: " -iheir
worker and-remind-thém
about the petty cash-fund |

: -.partmcnt

used to -provide cash on
the spot. In one cas€.we
had 't go. all'the way: to

a homeless ;

spend the nrght ta rash ATi
pad in’ SE- that s6esn’t
exist). R

After a_ " per: 'n
been on. general * .
ance for a -month,-he or
she has- to appeal their 1
case.  before  the county ¥
‘Board - of * Supervisors,
and to prove to- them ‘[
why ‘théy_should continue® ;K
to réeeive. aid. ‘While the, {55

- social” worker, or ‘legal . b2

representative’ (and. the-
recipient) plead the case,
these .pompous baboons
take it:very nghtly, pre-
ferring to” sit” back .in

-of+ assistance,

* that

their regal chairs, reading
the -scab Independent
Journal newspaper, sa:
voring a big cigar, and
insisting that the person
before them is_simply. too -
lazy to get a ‘job. Even B
people . *with. " obvious " (¥
medrcal problers, - if
they’re. granted a two-
week .extension, “have to
spend that time-running. -
around collecting - letters

. from doctors, and spend-

ing “hundreds of - hours

fice ‘waiting to see their
workers about their case,
in order to re-appeal il
before the board.

Miny people were har-
assed when they pro-
tested giving information
concerning who they live
with. They were told that

‘nothing -could be done

for them because that in-
formation was required

under the regulations: In
one case, the eligibility
worker tried to close the |
interview on that basis. [
Her supervisor was sum- -
moned, and she conceded
thdt there was no law

states,

sta&mg that an dppllcant b )
had to give out that in- P
formatlon Much of our ) o, AY-"
VI TWELL IT5 6opp%
_]Ob is simply investigat- ERERCISE ESlDES
ing what the law really pEaPLUUSr.SlT[l oD A

and how the de-

law.” Many times if a per-

son misses an appoint- -

. ment, their aid is cut off.

If there is a-valid excuse;
it’s;up. to-the worker how "
* to.get'an>Aid to Families -

much-t6 harass the recip-
ient, ‘One man. mjssed an

AV 71 appomtment to get medi-
: . Cal testing; which he had .
| to do in order to be éf- -
| fectively treated. He had

| -teléphoned to
1 worker ' know. 'he ‘would
4 -not be there. She insisted

let "~ his

that he.would be cut. off,

1 “until ‘one of our workers ;
- “Suicide Prevennon “for:
: ‘help (the telephone num- :

went to ‘see the head ‘of
department,

.-agreed that it would. not
ary -10 appeal -
and conge- °
quently he was remstat-. :

be. nec

Often when a person
.awaiting another form
such " as
Unemployment Benefits,

}: Social Security or Aid to
TFotally.  Disabled,:
— “they. apply for . General

the -

Assistance, to survive on

until they ‘staft “getting’
- their
. One man was "expecting

other - payments.

to . get . unémployment

 checks in two months,.
and . applied’ for general

assistance until. then. His:
worker’ told. him -that he
would - have to-sell his
‘musiéal ‘ihstruments “dnd'
report for role call-every
morning at 8:00 AM in
order to be eligible for

- GA. We convinced her
‘stipulations
. were ridiculous because,

“these

1) he was blind, therefore
un_employable, and 2 he
was .a musician and need-
ed his instruments to get
any work that he could
do. .

‘One of the most preve-

lant situations involves
single mothers with chil-
dren who can’t work and
can’t afford child care.

- The welifare department

likes to take special steps
to  discourage them.
They're often harrassed
with unannounced home
visits -by social’ workers,
threatened with - impri-

contrives - it -
under the name of -the':

“before. ‘the

) rrghtfully ours.

sonment: in a ‘mental in-
stitution and-loss of their -
children onthe-grounds:
that -they’re “incompetent
mothers. One woman, a

victim _of terminal can-
cer,: tried for' two weeks -

‘With Dependent Chil-

_dren ‘grant, but. was 'con-

sistently denied i
cause she didn’t.

- birth . eertificates: for her:

childien. ‘Her worker fi-"

-‘nally waived the need for

birth. certificates, but not:
00r “woman

was reduced- to callmg

ber-is clearly posted in:
both- county welfare of—
ﬁces) ) -

Although they clarm

" to help- as many people.

as possibly, it’s- obvious
that the county of Marin~
is just as -determined to -
harass. and - intimidate
poor people as they are
determined. :to. . deny us,
‘tax. . money .- .

Wrth the msntutron of"
the ‘White. Panther Party
Welfare Rights program,
the- fascist Marin county::

-administrators started to
-squirm . since: they ~real-:~

ized .that.. _they.. ‘weren’t:.

‘going. to be able: to .con-

trol the people in the way .
they’ve .been accustomed
to. The bombing of the*
HEW offices in SF:by -
the Women’s Brlgade of -
the . Weather." Under-

.ground is another exam-

ple of desperate people
dealing with a fascist in- -

stitution that theoreti-"
cally s .‘helping’ - »,the '-
poor o

Unnl the’ county rulers ;
start makmg it possible .
for people in -Marin‘to™

set up their own enter-
‘prises. with ‘tax money, "

we will continue to de- -
mand welfare rights for
every ill, elderly or unem-
ployed person in the
county through this pro-
gram. ‘
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St e

" Syibionse Lepaton hrny

‘The" . following “state- -

. ‘mént . “was ~published | a;

- iweek: " after- : Pafricia-
.Hearst was kidnapped.by: |
~.the. Symbionese- Libera-:
tion Army. . <. . . o

.. . The 'FBI "had just
_‘begun  their  insidious
-house-to-house’ - intru-
sions, - asking people to

- give up- their - ¢1vil rights
- Witli' “the lame  plea, *
- Don’t: you want to hélp

. Patty?” The Comimunity
-was buzzing with talk of
“three :million’ - dolars -

- - worth -of free food, - and~
“the: glamour™ of young

..Robin Hoods. Many or-
.ganizations - and " just -
.about every  individual
‘who ever-got their name.
inprint came: out with.
-some .form of statemient
. .on the 'situation," usually

ightened; blankeét at-

“tack-on-the-whele-thing.
“An . - objective * - critical
~analysis was needed-and
“+that-was ‘the' aim. of this.

" statement..” . Sizice : then
-we’ve \ seen  the " Black -
- Panther Party "begin &
‘detailed - expose " of .the:
- SLA in their newspaper,

. The Black Panther, prov-"

-‘ing that. Donald De-

. Freeze’ was - -in
collaboration - with "Los.

_'Angeles Police. Depart-
" ment, - -for -some . time
prior to. the beginnings.
of .the SLA. We've also’
witnessed .the cruel de-
“mise. of - six . individuals,
-burned ‘alive by ‘the tech:

- nologically - efficient Los
Angeles - SWAT - force.
The sobering realization
‘that the furnaces of the
Nazis can be recreated
here with just a little bit
of justification ( or bet-
ter, fabrication), impels
us to reprint -our. state--

CONTINUED FROM
PAGEI4 . B}

‘ .Petition’ers

what sort of mailbox- the
“director of Endorsements”’
should have, until myself,
Ron Landberg and Tricia
Eganasked for media sup-
ort for Gary Nelson, a col-,
ective membe
arrested for witnessing a
police incident while he was
at a concert vending Grass
Roots. Since we were repre-
senting the entire groufl of
dors,” we assumed that
ould get the coopera-
tion” we needed. Instead, a
group-of people who-had no
particular ‘interest in the
problems of street people
insisted on outvoting us and
tabling the motion for help.
- The. " next” night we
brought a large .group of
vendors so that we couldn’t

r who was .- ?
-financing

be oiitvoted. Our original
procedure of sending only a

-couple of representatives to.

coalition  meetings. ‘'was
based on trust that the coa-

ition had our interests, as
- well as.others, in mind. We

decided that this trust was
misplaced. :

. At the political organiz-
(ing Committee, the Land-
berg planwas accepted with
a ‘recommendation to the
. Committee,
‘motion . made, by  Harry
Lehman, that$80(})l funding
be provided. -

Bureaucratic
Obstruction
At the finarice Cornmit-
‘tee, we set up a bank ac-
count, finally, and placed it
subordinate ‘to. the -Centrel
Comimittee. “At this. point
Michael Aldrich, who was

‘fuming at not. getting his

way, introduced one of the

more sickening bureaucrat-
ic obstructions that I've hac
the -opportunity to witness..
“He ‘took " advantage of -a '
verbal slip that Rejie Cas--
anave made when lie was
explaining-the idea of a cén-.
tral committee and claimed
that the ork
Committee ‘representatives
really weren’t the Centrzl
Committee but that the en-
.tire group that met monthly
was the Central -Commit- -
tee. [It’s probably true that
“Rene accidentally said this,
‘but it went against the un-
derstanding of Reéne. him--
self, the other committee-
representatives, all. of the
Panthers, the vendors, the.

Good Earth people and just

about everyone else].

‘Michael Aldrich claimed -

that there was no Central

~Gommittee -and implicitly -
rendered the- Coalition in- -

capable of action-until' the
next month’s meeting. This

three working' .

wouldn’t __have -hur )

PAGE2I.

since he operated through
. Amorphia ‘which: ‘has the -
" mongy to pay for liis-phone

calls and-printing expenses
;-and “so -on. But it would.

. have ruined us ‘Since many

of our vendors were living
- inillegal conditions and had
an’ emergency need for ‘the
" house. Furthermore, " the
block organizing plan was
already delayed and wast-
ing more time was sheer
stupidity, Lo
A Suggestion”was made”
to appoint an interim Cen- -
. tral Committee. Michael .
Aldrich was asked.as Me-
dia representative first to be -
on it. He refused and was,
.asked to" appoint soméone
else.” He still refused. The
debate became bitter, and
he threw a pathetic tantrum -
and ‘began jumping up and
down on a table and gener-
ally -acted “like. -a" spoiled

conitinued on pg.

Sometimes ©  someone
‘comes jinto -~one of our-
. communes and does some-

thing so irrational and so .

‘dangerous . that we can
only wonder whether the
person. is- a fool or a pig..
Usually, _the explanation
given for this sort of ac-
tion is that the person had
-good intentions but over-
ooked some of -the conse-
quences of the act. About-

all we-can do in these cases’

is to stop trusting the per:

" son: Speculation -about':h

. true motives getsnowhere.; .
Evidently, our com-

munities. are now faced-- ) R
.‘the- presumption - of the

with a. similar problem as

a result of the actions .of

the Symibionese Liberation
‘Army. There is no way of
knowing who actually got
the idea- to kill ‘Marcus
Foster. Alt we can do is
point ‘out that-an assassina-
tion with a- political "pur-
pose that is not clear to
nor supported by even the:
oppressed part of the pop-
.ulation corresponds to the -
reactionary falsification of
what -2’ communist revolu-
-tionary strategy would be.
The “seizing "of Patty

Hearst has so far not been”
"' so disastrous a disgrace,

and the damages have not
been ' so serious, Many
young women have.
been treated much more
brutally, and held for long-
er, on demands that are
even more difficult to meet
(such as high bails on peo-
ple from poor families) for
' no more a crime than, say,
smoking marijuana. :

‘the, " community,-

and to,
. struggles that people are

" Slie is probably gétting
‘better ‘treatment ‘from  the
SLA than our people get’
from the police in_ similar
circumstances. And cer-
tainly it would be hard for
California’s judicial system
to claim. that it acts with
more justice than the SLA
“court:system” in the light

of the - treatment .given. to .

George _Jackson, -Ruchell
- Magee and the San-Quen--.
tin- Six, for instance. So.

“But on the other hand, -
SLA" that' they can do
without  the ~ organized
guidance of the people and

.act on their own subjective

perception of the needs of
places -
them. much closer to fas- .

~cism’' than to the White"

Panther Party or any relia-
ble vehicle for organizing
against fascism. . .
This presiimption, as-
suming that ‘their purpose
is not actually to- discredit

- the “new left™ to justify at-
.. tacks

against us, leads
them to look for militaris-
tic shortcuts to revolution,
to ignore the actual.

engaged in. The program

“the group has put forward

is much too sloganistic to
secure trust, and the speci-
fic demand for extra food
for ‘people registered with
the state is pleasant, but
doesn’t indicate a " very
deep analysis of the nature

. of capitalism.

. people’s. enterprises
t

~ PLOT T0 DISCREDIT THE REV

Poor people don’t need
‘welfare - payments - -we:
need means of ‘production,
distribution, - ‘transporta-’

_“tion, communication and

‘information ‘processing .so
that we can transform the”
business .of .our
communities from capital-"

* ist-. swindles that exploit .-

workers, cheat.-consumers,
perpetuate unemployment,
and require fascist repres-

" sion-.in order to keep the’

rackets functioning - into .
‘the workers: control in
order to insure that all in-
-come’ goes to’ pay wages
and expenses, thereby- eli-,
minating profiteering, low-
ering -prices, -maximizing
jobs and _‘makin% possible
a community based on

love, knowledge and. mean-
ingful work “in which ev-
eryone can survive in free-
dom,..

that .

LUTION

. In the meantime we can
kill or seize every black’ ac-
-ademic- and rich young
‘woman in the country and

. it is'not going to help build’

revolution the least bit.

“There is the possibility that

the membérs of the Syms-
bionese .Liberation . Army
are - genuinely trying to

. serve-the people.. It is cru-
-cial that we are careful not
-to [lét our criticism " drift

into condemnation. Even.
though there is already one
person dead as a result of
a tragic tactical -blunder;
it. would:- be wrong to re--

_gard even mistakes ‘of this

magnitude _outside - the
scope of criticism and. self-
criticism. Any mistake in
revolution can cost' lives. |
The important thing is. al-
ways how we respond fol-

‘lowing the mistake.

The seven headed u

.cobra - a symbol of revo-

lution or treachery? It’s-

usé in the 1960s by the

anti-white US orgahiza- .
tion . of Ron. Karenga
during * their campaigns
against the Black Pan-:
ther Party and its use
now by the police agent
Donald De Freeze lends

‘credence to the latter.

~

ment in this issue of -
Touch.. . S
CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 18

We’re communists because we -
believe in sexving the people in the - .
Er_csent while we simultaneously

- build institutions that will serve the
people in the future.

- COMMITMENT

As.a mitter of fact, a better

- :means for.dxstinguishing commun-

ists from Jiberals is not In terms of

atipudes towards short-run | ___

benefits bt in terms of how much

effort is put into working for any

benefits at all. Statistically, it is cer-

tainly the case that communists and

liberals have simijlar immediate
goals, but that while liberals lippi.
their efforts to what can be dowe

conveniently and expediently,
- communists are willing-to spend”

onger hours and take far greater
risks to bring these goals about. In 2
way, a liberal is a part-time com-
munist. We are communists because
we serve the people full-time.
THE FUTURE. - .
The United States is entering an
cera in which the future of humanit:
‘will be determined consciously and,
‘if we're lucky, rationally. It is possi

ble for the beauty of life on this plan~ Jid

“et to be realized in a deeper way
than at any previous time in history.
There is no good reason why the
human race can’t within this centu:

ry move beyond war, misery, and

poverty. -

people.of the worldwill reach this,
.plateau through the efforts of a sin-

epends on all of us learning to
make fair deals with each other, not
to cheat each other, how to mutual-

It is not likely, though, that the

le dictator. Realizing this goal &

ly satisfy our needs. This calls for
more sensitivity and understandin;
than we are accustomed 1o expect of
individuals - or ourselves.

a—
. 'The era we are entering is the era
of cybernetics, The fate o humanity
is becoming_increasingly less acci.
dental. Capitalism cannot control

the people of this country, not only

_The problem is now to develop
this understanding and sensitivity.

Capitalism very definitely stifles it.

ree characteristics ave necessary
or revolutionaries to succeed
against this capitalist stultification.
Courage, intelligence and generosi-
ty. Without all three it is doubtful

.that one will escape the capitalist

trap.

* States to enter t

it is morally d ate, but
_because it is fundamentally contra-
‘dictory. The Nixon innovations,
such as wage-price controls, are es-
sentially the replacement of capital-
ism by national socialism; or fas-
-cism. The argument becomes not
communism versus capitalism, but
communism versus fascism. We be-
lieve that it will be sufficient for the
Anerican people tq realize what is
.happening for there to bea thor-
ough, revolutionary reorganization
of the mechanisms of political and
economic control. .

We are communists because we
, do not want the ﬁccple of the United
€ erd of cybernetics-
crippled with an irrational economic
_system.



. istrator saying
“ think that we've met all the
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A Worker’'s Story’
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health department was. rea-,
:sonable.and so we changed
it 30 the.only time'the food

was kept at the house was
‘when we “were waiting for,

.people_to pick it up.at the'.

house.. Which is the same
day we buy the food. ~
" As for the parking com-

plaint, . .that’s . ridiculous . =
because. the -people. coming -

to the house don't all come

-at,9:00 or’ 12:00. but when
they can stop by to pick it -
“up, . which- -is . quick . and

doesn’t create stores that.

people are.bound and deter-
mined to park and wander
around for ‘hours, but.just
pick up, their weekly order.
We sent these arguments
to -the Zoning Administra-
tor. and- applied for the per-:

. mit since we met all the cri-

teria for it; He refused and.
said that,if we.pushed it fur-

- ther he would.ask the Town

Attorney to step in. Which

. in..reality. meant they were
. gonna send some gang ‘of

“supposed™ peace officérs-

" 'to_shut us down. Which in- -
*gangster talk-comes down

: 1o send a eouple-of the boys

_‘over there to pay them a

- visit and show those guys.
“*who'sboss around here.

Then we sent a letter
back to the Zoning Admin-
that ~we

criferia-and that.we should
get 'the permit, and that

_even . if we didn’t we were
sure somiething could be,
R __’_w'orked out. ’ -

" He. replied back saying
that ‘since it was obvious

. that we hadn’t stopped op-

‘erating because of what he
said before, that he deémed
necessary to ask the Town
Attorney to- take action
within 10 days. .
The Showdown was now.
he was calling our bluff,
giving us a test. But the FC
is a Revolutionary form of
people’s enterprise. Why
back down, now we'll. show

_them the Power of the Peo-

ple. We stayed open and”

filed for a new Council
-hearing.

. So the City government
“postponed the whole thing

_until the hearing, .which
“gave us plenty of time to
_spread the news and to
“ build the Conspiracy.

CONSPIRE
. TO SURVIVE

By the time the hearing
came up it was almost-one
year to the day of the last
one. By this time instead of
us forgetting about it(like
they "hoped we would) we
had organized incredible
amounts of support for the
FC though TV, newspapers
in Marin and we also
covered it here in the first
issue of Touch . We printed
5,000 copies which sold out.

At the hearing they all
expressed the opinion they
didn't think: they should

. give us the permit, but-we
had met all the points of the

criteria, so they hunded it

over. . And they . called .a .

meeting for the next night

to change the regulation so

that this embarrassing thing
co_ljldn"t happen again.

A Péople’s Victory jn
Corte Madera four years
ago. ’ - .

_ - The food conspiracy real-
ly-had it’s beginning there
on Willow Ave.’

_But shortly after -all that-
controversy, we were faced
with our first eviction as a
collective working together.
Yes, here we were, people
30 in number who decided
in their liberal manner that
now that the fun was over,

‘that they should all split-up, .

pick sides and get what they

. could out of each other; and

in the middle of all “this,
leaving the Foed Conspira- .
cy and all its work for a few -
of the real workers to do. -
So the next phase was
Sherman Waring, hard
worker but seldom noticed.
He struggled all that winter.
trying to find trucks and
people to help him carry on
this vital service. R
Working very / closély
with Sherman was Terry
Lane who was fighting with
the Marin Youth Authority
for his freedom, because of
their mandatory regulation.

of high school attendancess.

With  the school systems
rapidly aging and its relev-
ance to Terry’s life almost
non-existent.

Terry -and ~Sherman
started working together on
the food ‘conspiracy pro-
gram for his credit at Me-
wah Mountain with " the
other students helping. This
alternative -school was. the
answer to Terry’s problem
and kept him out of Marin’s
Y.outh Prison-Camps. .

But since the FC lost the
Willow Ave. house: because:
of the live-in  landlord’s
choice to leave, we were -
faced with a newlandlord in
Mill Valley who wanted to

insanity crisis and expected .

us to- enjoy the shitty apt. -

with all its termites, open
rat infested sewer ditch and
many other novelties-of this
expensive and - beautiful
Marin. R

Needless to say, the lan-
dlord wasn't our best friend
(he didn’t even join the FC)
let alone like us being there.:

And it was on this scené
.that | broke in, There I was,
casually walking - down
through the streets of Mill
Valley. Dave Kraft and 1
had been living in Dettroit,
“The Murder Capital of the
World.™

Both strung .out on
smack Wwhen  Synanon
flashed over all the news
media saying things like
this: Leave Detroit, come
back ‘with us to Calif., for-
-get your life of crime, get
your head together--but it’s
hard, demanding, and hair-

- cuts dre all up to you. The
next thing 1 Knew, t was on” -
a 'p.la»r_le-—leaving‘-lmy'“debt‘s '

_but we didn’t

Toteh

behind. (one thing juhkies '

always have).

But - of ‘course, -Synanon
wasn't like any of the hippy
dreams we wanted out of
Cal, so here we were walk-
ing away from the Street
Ministry -that morning- in
April *72, our heads shaved"

and all (part of Synanon’s -. . 2

reorientation  program).
We've had enough- trouble

*already after being stopped

12 to 15 times between
‘LA and SF. for

some other kind of Nut.
" "But when we-got to Safe-

_ way, there were two people
" vending Touch . We didn’t

know what their trip was

¥

a *trip, sowe’

" have
we asked.

The first, vendor, a young
but freaked out freak, start-

..ed pointing to .the guitar,

hash pipe, rifle symbol. He

overcharge us with his rent | Said thats the White Panth- -

er Party’s, and we said far

out we're from Michigan '

where the party was started.
Just as this was going on
Jan Kaplan walked up and
freaked out that we were
from Michigan. The next
thing we were at the MV
apt front lawn with about
three or four other freaks in
acircle lighting our spirits. -
Just.then the door of the’
WPP apt slammed shut and
locked. They at the time
thought we were some kind
of Hare Krishna freaks or
some other kind of Reli-
gious debaters which they
didn't have time to deal
with. L
But when Jun got them
to open the door and let us
in, we told them our story
and explained that we were
really freaks trapped in

these shaved head bodies-
and that we were dead on .-

the streets, no sleeping

being '\ iz

AWOL. It seemed almost - -
everyone in'Cal thought we - ;
_:were-.escaped crazies. or

So they asked us if we
could sell newspapers. 1
said that in our situation we
could sell anything, so we
started selling Touch.

Soon we had sold enough
-papers so that the 3 Panth-
ers left, Dave and I, and
Jan, Country, and various

others iri and out‘of the col-

lective moved to a house in
Sausalito for that summer.

One-of Terry Lang's teach- .
- ers from ‘Mewah Mountain

- rented -us -‘her. -house” for .
June,. July ‘and ‘August at -

-$400.00 a month. "It was
expensive -but if we all sold
papers we could make it.-

This was. the spring and
summer of 73 with us all
over the place and inflation
skyrocketing. The Food
/Conspiracy really-started to

~take off. We soon worked

our way into what is now’
the Recruiting house for.
new people coming to work
with us, in Berkelely. ©
.And this is where 'the
-reorganizing of the 'Con- .
spiracy happened. After
shufféling and reshuffeling
along with-the Food prices
jumping ‘up ‘and down, Ter-
ry Phillips~ and. Kathryn .

‘Roll . changed. -the .. weekly

Fruits and- Vegies and
cheese order and eventually.

. worked it out :to do .dry

" Jan along with her friend-

Karen' Leee Taylor started
-running the Food:Conspira-
cy. Still with-the samie prob-
lenr. Sherman-had, trucks
breaking down all the time
and -no backup money or

* trucks. Jan’s the woman

who did the half hour show
on KQED. about the FC.
That - was . another . hectic

‘summer for the FC.

We were evicted from
this house that September
and the. teacher turned on

s poor people and tried.to

confiscate’ our  $400.00
deposit. We Freaked Out;
took her to court and held a
people’s trial, too at Me-
wah Mountain, which' net-
ted us- just betweeri $100
and $160. .

Just before ‘we had -to

leave the Sausalito house in’

Sept., we met up with our
Corte Madera landlord. He
was worried before when we
were evicted. that the Party
wasn’t _economically viable
and in being so, just a farce.
But living in Sausalito from
selling -~ papers
him that ‘we weren’t just

people scamming liberals

for money.

to move back into the Corte

- Madera house, ‘We were
soon up to 18 people again.

We had trucks that we were
able to use'so the Conspira-
cy was back home. We put

together the new Touch

number 4, and started the
campaign for an economi-

cally viable, non-exploitive, . .
_ People’s Ballroom.

But on the first of Febru-’

ary the house was- once -

again pulled out from under
our feet. So. we decided to
expand from Marin to SF
and Berksley. So we all
lived on -the " streets or
crashed at.friend’s houses
thoughout the Bay Area.

bags, 'a ‘lot of weird flash, s

clothes' and’ old ‘heroiri ha-
bits we’d like to have stay,
that way, old,

-great achievemer

convinced -

So we worked out a deal’

oods, : cheeses, - eggs,. and
individual fruits and vegeta-

- bles all weekly.and this is
.what we have today. S

"“The Food 'I‘:'nn_s‘pi::aféy'

A People's Enterprissl

‘Here.and now in Feb 74,
the” FC' has' 7 -workers
‘sufviving on' a' subsisténce
level and the latest ‘opening

_ih-way of new jobs is. the

door to-door organizét who
talks to people about:join:
ing and follows-up en‘inter-
ested people and- gets paid
for their labor by 2 joi

The WPP just teceived'’
the lease on a warehouse in
SF from the Haight Free
Clinic. This ‘warehouse is a

nt because
ing used -to-the. streets
makes. it-gasy to fac
tion - after eviction”
have, even though over the
years two of our distribu- -
tion centers have taken us:

.in. It's ‘nice to have aplace

for the -conspiracy with a
lease. But.I’'m sure this, just
as everything else, is also’
not permanent. T

“The middle of the last
summer 73, the FC was on’
Haste St., in ' Berkeley,
along with about ‘40 other.
people ' living there,. to0,
who were working on- the”
74 Marijuana - Initiative, .
Needless to say, the house
wassl‘ightly_over_crqwded._ 7

So we called to various
.other _groups, collectives,
-communes or whatever, for:
_what available space they’

‘had to put some people.’

The Good Earth Commune
in the Haight took six-of us.
They had got together with -
Sherman when he was run-:
ning the FC out of the Fill-
_more after the February 1st

" deadline at the Corte Mad-’

era house ‘in the winter of

*73. :

The Good Earth has su-
rvived everything that hap-
pened to the once ‘peace,
love, flowers,. . heads and
hippies days... Which has
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f.rr.nostly been a lot of Police
~Repression & spying, nark
squad raids, floods of speed

-and smack and hip capital-

ism.
This union of Panthers
and Good Earth formed the
“coalition "to revive - the
Haight. -This . community
without any political Party,

but .a lot of varied commu- -

nity groups - was ‘ going
somewhere but mostly get-
ting nowhere.

" At-the same time as all
- : this» .

the, struggles 'with Amor-
phia was going on, we to-
gether -did .a neighborhood
block-party at the beginning
of the Campaign on Octo-

People’s Rock & Rolt Con-
cert.in-the Panhandle, the
first legal concert in almost

s€! ars and at.the:same
timé & neighborhodd block

o

.When  the organizing of
the Oct. Initiative ‘drive
block party started,  we
went around to the people
who lived there and asked
‘them what they thought
about it. Of course they
responded, yea, yea, yea,
close the streets, we're all
ready to get together.

" But the Police also were -

organizing the store owners
with their own petition say-
ing..that it would. fuck up
their businesses. And-. the
right wing Chronicle and
Examiner were  giving it
super coverage. Which we
didn't “need for a_ small
neighborhood gathering.
But eventually we held a
press conference and called
off the party in the press
and got together with the
people .and . stereo music
over- the radio being broad-
cast from KPOO in SF by
our own streét freak mari-

juana worker DJ Dave!

Deuce! There was a chess
master there playin% 7 peo-
ple at once. The People’s
chess player, Alan Benson.
But after all the negotiation
it was worked out that we
didn’t get the streets, but we
did get a great sidewalk

tokedown. = .

cert. . o
And once again the bu-

* ber 1 (then moved on to a.

h a bake. sale,

We wanted to have'live’

Rock & Roll there but:

didn’t get it. So we went for
the Panhandf€ for the con-

reaucrats couldn’t take it
and freaked out. T said that
the noise of amplified music
would disturb the neighbor-
hood and the three local
hospitals, 'UC, St.
and Harkness.

So we called them-on this *

card in their game. And-it
didn’t bother nobody, actu-

ally some people came &

‘boogied. S
The day of the concert

-was' Nov. 4. It -started.-at

one o'clock. Window and
Me were the bands. When
the music_started people
i t of most’

. "The .concert . altogethe
cost the -bands and coordi-
-nators $140.00.. So we an-
nounced this to the crowp
of at-peak -400-people .and
the marij. workers collected
donations for the gig and we
not only paid for the work~
ing of the generator but

also got to. pay the bands.
the $140 ‘cost ‘was

Yes,
raised, “the bands- played
and got paid. a subsistance

wage for their survival and |
the park was’ left cleaner |

‘than when we got there.

This is what we all have °

been waiting for--economi-

cally viable, non-exploitive;
people’s concerts, and not
* just another Cocaine Super-
star Rip-off. Someone saw’

that “pig” money raiser
who is always either telling
some one about the high
quality of his- shows. or
having one of his ass-kissin,

dubsdoit. = . .

* And of course he knows
that this kind -of shit could
easily close him -down. I

- Tk

But anyway, you prbba-

bly are wondering why I’'m

here. So back to the FC.
During all this, we also
were’ trying to work -out a
deal with a hip-businessman
named Asa down.ia. Palo

‘Alto. :

Mary’s .

He had a Natural:Foods
Restaurant..and wanted to
open up a-Food Co-op and
needed workers. We
thought it would be great to
have a’ people’s wholesaler
wheére  organic . -farmers -
could sell their foods and
the ~ Food = Conspiracies
could buy organic grains &
honeys & stuff.

So we -headed on down
there with a couple of the °

same 40 pegple to help. We
set . up a -house with his

‘backing -and started work- -

" ing-at Pan’s restaurant.

mean really, why pay $7.00.

to see Graham’s rent a pigs
push you and your friends
back in line at Winterland
when you could get paid by
the army and get a career if
that’s the kind of shit you

dig at your concerts. But-

personally I dig down home
Rock & Roll.

" Who needs Winterlan‘d,A

the Cow Palace, or Pol-
ished English or American
Super Studs? All you really
need is to plug into some
good high-energy. Rock &
Roll, Rock & Roll, Rock &
Roll, Fuck Kezar,” Fuck
$7.00, Fuck Bill Graham!

. "The- food co-op -tried to "
put.a lease. down.on an old
Safeway that.-had closed,
(how righteous--Revolu- -
tionary Justice): and "had
been- turned into -a’muffler.
shop which in; turn closed.
We got to walk through and

-dream about the possibili- -
- ties. .. . :

.. The Good Earth workers
copld  put in asphalt, and
the eléctricians could do the
rewiring, and a lot.of, people
could - work. But the lease
fell through, and " things
-didn’t work out, and Asa
-just wasn't ready for what
“wewére trying to do.

. For -those -of :you- who
_don’t know the, basics of the

Worker :control of non-
profit, " .- . -non-éxploitive,
‘community .-s€rvice enter-
-prise. of - Communism vs
. Fascism. .

s e WHITE

e
I, W

“Why'do 'p-é;)plc constant- .

ly hassle poor Safeway.
They have a very nice store,
a very nice parking lot,
plenty of plastic food for
you junk food consumer’s
habits, that’s why. Who

 needs it?

= and

When you get right down
to it, all you need is food.

Do you remember (this -is

for the younger generation
their parents who
might remember scenes
familiar -to -this) sitting at
the dinner table and getting

N up leaving your peas and

carrots on your plate and
your mother saying, now,

eat all those peas and car-'
rots and so forth. The peo-
ple in China are starving’
and you are wasting your’
food. . o ’

()

B 1E

you sit back down there and”

To tell you just how cra-

zy this all is, if people in
China let’s ‘say, were eating
just brown rice they'd be
better off than you, because
your Irozen peas and Q’s,
TV dinners and low calory

- pop doesn’t have any vitam-

1ns at all. Man does not live,
by Plastic alone, unless he’s’

..an American. o

BUT ComvAniSTs bo EYERT T
18 THE INTRESTS DF THEPEOPL
= AN

Why.. are the. United °

Farm Workers being ripped
off so bad by people like
Safewsy when you are pay-
ing Safeway almost '1/3 of
your income; :

* Because Safeway doesn’t

just buy  their farm foods,
they own . large tracts. of
lan‘jﬁ' or aré in cohorts with
Large " -Monopoly “farm
owners who pay Mexican &

Chicano farm workers next

to notling,”
“Then -the  land .-owners
jump the price, pass it on to

.the truckers who. then throw |

-it into’ Freezer Semi trucks,
which immediately kills the

"food, takes- it to] Safeway,

waters ‘it down with hoses
so it looks fresh, and sells it
to you at ten times.the cost.

And-the only way they are -

gétting away with shit like

this'is because you think it- : »

tHe only *“Safeway ™! Profits

is'the game they’re playing.
3773 W LTSNS | ——
ASOUT, AND "

1s0UT, AND BESIBES You
SAVE MONEYON FOOR.£

Now the Food Conspira-
cy runs like so. You pick up
a form either from one of

our distribution centers ot
from a vendor or from a.

friend. . N
Then youpick ‘out ‘what
you can afford in Fruits &

Vegies, -dry foods, and de-.

" tergents, shampoos or wha-
tever.

(KNOW THEYRE
LUN' THE
TRUTH?

You fill out the order ’
form, add up the total and
put it with the payment in
‘an envelope and send it to
the - distribution center ,or -

PAGE23

the warehouse by Saturday
afternoon. -

Ihe Food Conspiracy
workers then compile a gi-
gantic Bay Area Goodies
Iist and jump in their truck
and go to the different
wholesalers and pick up the
dry -goods and wet goods.
Then at 4 a.m., one or two
of the hairy things, ‘“‘righ-
teous ~Food Conspiracy
workers™ rides to the SF -

. produce markef and picks

out your fruits & vegies.
Not by what was the Food
advertisement they heard
last, * but" with reason.
-What’s fresh and available
“that- people ordered, and
with this being.a Bay Area
-Conspiracy, you usually get.
what_you want, except for
Cracker Jacks. _
" ‘But anyways, they drive
the food back on in to the
‘warehouse, then they just -
divide it up. Then you pick
" it up-at your Distribution
Center -0f have it delivered
Tuesday of each and every
week. A

.

a-
tion of the customer facing
the ever threatening park-
ing’ lots, store ~bought
sweets, and ‘overall the
Cash register with its famil-
iar $56.86 and thank you
for shopping at Safeway.
Also ending worker aliena-
tion because in- the FC
every worker gets paid only
a subsistence wage, and the
more orders, the moré jobs.

END;. |

A ] v I

Now I'd just briefly like
to talk, talk, talk, about the
Anarchist Food Conspira-
cies. Some of you -have
probably tried these beauti-
ful “com ing together of the
‘Community’’ -energy rip-
offs,  Basically, they just
don’t believe in paying their
workers, but in Volunteer
labor. Meaning if you have
idle time come and join in
once a month, other wise,
fuck off. ’

This was okay at first,
but .if we are really serious’
about offering people an
alternative to. Safeway, it’s
not very practical,

. CONTINUED ON PG. 27
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And on thé other hand, »
the ‘supporters of the pig’s -
behind. ever-

ballroom .-
yone’s back, never mention-
mg the matter in publlc -
carefully drew the * ‘liber:
als”
nally persuading them to:
“break - their publically - ex-
pressed pledge in orcﬁar
gladden .the hearts. of the
“professionals”- who . run
‘Marin County from _the
_back rooms of the civic cen-

ter, like so many hogs feed- -

ing from'the public trough
{ »\\_/ F‘ ‘ &
T‘(‘ ,\'\ ’\f")k_‘_;.
Si¢ l\
“The first hint of betrayal

occurred on October. 17.
Michael Wornum, the am-.

bitious  and’ prosperous -ca- -

reerist whose . noblesse Gb-
lige affectations lead him to
take positions that his intel-
lect -does not fully grasp,
kept insisting on his support
in principle, he mysterious-
ly refrained from rebutting
the shaky objections of Pe-
ter Arrigoni (who at that
time was still claiming that
there wasn’t-money enough
. for a ballroom and that ong
wasn’t- needed). Instead he
kept reneratmg that.. the
“timing” of the proposal
was -bad,: as - -though .this
overshadowed n: his' mind
everything else being- dis-
cus:

At ﬁrst it seemed that
this was just another case of
a well-¢ducated reformist
impatiently lecturing poor
people on the: proper . way
we should go about obtain-

: mg -government coopera-
tion. It- is axiomatic among
liberals that our: awkward-
ness_in dancing. the minuet

. of governmental affairs is
the primary reason
poverty in -the United
States. Accordingly, we-are
urged to: embark on all
manner * of campaigns to

- write Congressmien; fill- out

~ dpplication forms, sit in
waiting rooms, attend :pub-
lic hearings, vote regularly,
and at all times remain po-

* lite.

When. these campaigns
 fail,
someone sat in the ‘wrong

office or uttered the wrong..

phrase. To suggest that
there is more to the politics
of poverty than this is
quickly dismissed as radi-
calism - which, as we all

have so often been told, will.

only hurt our cause.
" There was, it later turned
. out,’ an opportunistic, as
well as a dogmatic, motive
for Mr. Wornum’s ma-
neuver, He.wds supporting
Peter Arrigoni for supervi-
sor, and he didn’t want any
such issue as a rock and roll

ballroom to cost his col- -
league the “‘youth vote™ so

near to elections. This tend-
-er solicitude of a liberal for
a Conservative was later to
be rewarded when Mr. Ar-
rigoni declined to oppose
Mr. Wornum for the As-
sembly -seat of Mr. Bagley,
but this gets ahead of the
story.

into their scheme, fi- .-

1 The explan
~When “Michael

for .

it -is' always because.

S\.Lﬂ D NP,
‘3 \\/i\ %\

A second .blow against:
the ballroom was an attack .
by the Pacific Sun, the lib-.

eral :weekly" whose routine

flippancies evrdently de-
light enough wealthy,
Marinites .to keep pubhsh-
-ér Steve McNamara in a
posmon to raise funds to.
.. keep. hlS paper
commg out.
Instead of explammg the*
goals of the. program,, the

Sun made .a few ¢racks .

along the lines of “a group
of men calling themselves
the Marin Performing Arts,
Guild.” Why thé women
should be ignored, and why '
it was implied . that the
group might not actually be-
the Marin. Performing Arts
Guild was not:stated in the
article. However, ‘the fact’
that people -had dared to
videotape the proceedings
{an excellent means for

- bringing public meetings to

the attention of people who
can’t be présent, by the :
way) was stressed

A thorough “article ex-
plaining the. issue was later
rejected for publication by
the Sun on’ the groundsthat
there was o .room in. the
“special election issue”
(which,-did include,, how-
ever, a full. page devoted‘
Richard Nixon”
£al chart)

liberalism: also came later. :
Wornum |
-announced his candidacy
for assemblyman, Alice
Yarish, ‘the reporter who .
covered the Octobeér meet-.
ing was named as-his cam-

paign manager, evidently to- ..

endear the . .candidate to
what she, flippant as al-’
ways, msrsts on calling
“women’s lib”. Apparently,
the affinity between these.
“libs” was already dee
October. The refusal of the
Sun to publish the story on .
the ballroom not only left a .
segment of the
community unaware of
what was being proposed,
but it left the way clear for
the Independent Journal to
attack Barbara -Boxer for

- her support of the ballroom

in their pre-election day
editorial.

This attack ‘contained at
least three distortions,. but
since no other paper had
carried the story, these dis-
tortions prevailed, and Mrs.
Boxer, who 'had .won the
primary, lost the November
runoff to Mr. Arrigoni, the
liberal backed Republican.
To complete the  irony,
Steve McNamara, -follow-
ing the election, offered the
loser a job writing for the
Sun, and Mrs. Boxer, still
believing  that complrcny
with liberals is the road to
political - power, failed- to
regard this as.an msult and
accepted.

M&’anmle,
Ballroom bUﬂf)d’
bu:mne LLunwr

" April,
ballroom issue was raised,.

“for profiteers,

. the -
"-Arrigoni . and - himself he

“Marin

‘Marin

Touch

Between  October and
the. next .time the

support for the Ballroom.
became practically' univers
sal. There were very few
people who could not see

. the advantages of the pro-

posal. For one small part of

a county. budget totalling -
- about

$50,000,000, the
Marin Performing ‘Arts
Guild .could create jobs,
lower - ticket prices, - estab-
lish & "community = center,

prove that hippie youth are -

a productive and-not a par-

agitical part of the commu- -

nity, and demonstrate a use
of tax funds that could be-

- come 2 model for future

“‘anti-poverty” programs. .

- The urgency of an alter--
native_.to the Republican .

Paity’s theory of welfare
was obvious. Already thé
vicious- fascist plan for
workfare slavery was mar-
shalling its forces and set-
ting up its first experiments.
The lp

was completely shattered

by. wage and price controls, -

loans to lockheed, and sub-
sidies to private employers

" to hire-welfare recipients.

If the caprtahst politi-
cians were willing to use tax
funds to make people work
then why
couldn’t these same funds

“be.used so that we could set

up our own economically
viable = ' non-exploitative
enterprrses" Only those
‘theorists that think there is

- something un-American
king for each oth- -
d” of for~ wealthy :

smen could object :
is support forthe
allfoom. plan grew, so did

b
the.schemes of the conser:
vatives,'and so, as night fol- -

lows unto day, did the hy-
pocrisy of the liberals.
Michael Wornum _was

. refusing to meet with us,

When TOUCH criticized
relationship - between

claimed that the White
Panther Party had “de-
clared war.” Arnold Batiste
was also staying out of
communication with the
Performing - Arts
Guild."

'The Ren:horm yr

G ourﬁer“{l\an

A ‘meeting with County
Administrator John Bar-
rows gave to the MPAG the

_ first hint of the reactionary

counterplan. Barrows

claimed, *I don’t believe in -

social programs™. But he
was willing to concede that
a ballroom was a necessity.

This dlreddy represented
a major change in the line
of the Civic Center elite,

-During the course of the

meeting it became apparnt
that even this, the highest
level of county govérnment,

.would .be willing to support
the baliroom pian as long as -

the concept of maximizing

employment for countercuf-

ture “dropouts™ was

.. dropped.

Since this was the ess:
ence of the strategy of “‘su-
rvival through service to the
people™ this was not some-
thing that WPP members
would be. willing to negoti-
ate away. So from ' then
onward. it ~became clear

ree enterprlse myth

that thére were now two ir-
reconciliable plans for ball-
rooms in Marin County.

Meanwhile, meetings -
between the Marin- Youth
Commission and the - - -

MPAG were .actualizing’
Arnold - _Bapt-
iste’s suggestion that a
“contractual relationship™
be established. The Youth
Commission, and its coor-

. dinator Doug Bosco, ds-

sured the MPAG that they
were not trying to run the
-ballroom, only. to facilitate
its creation. On the other -
hand, . it was -felt by ever-
yone that this project could
help to concretize the rela~
tionship of the- _Youth-
Commission to Marin’s
youth, a relationship which
Was pretty vague at the

t‘l me.

Agreement ‘was reached
on a plan by which the ball-

‘room would be adminis-

tered by a Board of three
Youth Commission mem-
bers and two MPAG work-
ers - up, until completion of

construction, and that this .

Board would then expand
to .include - four MPAG
workers “and three - YC
members. - This agreement
eliminated the threat of
bureaucratic control.

TP‘D "Marin

| Youth Commisgion—

A Panacea. For -
—H'\p, q)eoplel

The Youth Commission-

- was spawned .in response to .
riots that ‘had. scared .the .

supervisors a few years
back. With their usualpo-
litical dexterity, the Board
of Supervisors paid an adult
Youth Coordinator to try

-to " persuade high school

students to- attend meetings
of the Commission to which
the students had been ap-
pointed as members. Most
tlmes a’ quorum wasn’t
present.

Occasionally an issue
such as the controversy
over funds to the WPP op- -

-erated Music Switchboard

stirred the Commission into
action, but the Barrows

-machme quickly overruled

it in these cases and reaf-
firmed its meaninglessness.
Now' there seemed to be
some chance that. effort
made in the direction of the’
YC might be worthwhile.
Finally, meetings were
arranged with Wornum and
Baptiste. Wornum again
agreed to support the pro-
ject in principle,.but contin-
ued to object to the immedi-
ate two thousand. Baptiste.

reaffirmed his support for -

the project, particularly
now that the Youth Com-
mission had. been brought
into it more fully

Gary  Giacomini ap-
pedred to be solidly behind .
the project still. In fact, he
offered to try to persuade
the recalcitrant Arrigoni
and Rourniguerre to sup-
port it. But even without
their support the three vote

majority was still clear. A -
-fourth vote, however, would -

have been necessary to re-
lease the two thousand
immediately.

"'Right betore the “April
meeting, the people’s ball-
room plan received an enor-

mous boost in ‘the form of
labor support. It is often

" and falsely thought that the .

labor unions are a bastion
of reaction. Actually, labor.
‘unions are in-general being
forced into a very. difficult
position -as-” a result. of ,
- havinga very deep fespoit-!
sibility to ‘their workers; -
coupled with an increasing-- .
ly desperate position versus
the employers : ’

They can neither’ count‘
on cooperative aititudes -
from the. capitalists, nor on
“'the ill-conceived schemes of |
revolution . ‘presented - to.-
them - by radicals.” Their
leadership, vested as its own -
interests may. be, are .en-

gaged. -in searchmg for :a.
way out of the trap which -
fascism is gradually sprmg- .
- ing. : ’

Mus \c.lans
) U»ﬂ loh Q“d

No;rm Laho‘r" .

ConleO,ll o
enc\orsed ‘H'\e

The' Musrcrans Umon,-,
and following . that, the
Marin Labor Council,en-
dorsed the proposal for a,
people’s ~ ballroom. -

endorsement was"‘made .in
recognition that -all musi-
cians employed might not’
that the_.

be - union, .but. -

be’ urged to. join. Thi
towards the creation of ]obs_
was welcomed. ’

But as the MPAG pre—s‘

pared for the April mesting =

a very -ominous event -0¢-
curred. At a meeting with
Youth Commissioners and-
MPAG members, Gary.
Giacomini disclosed that he'.
was not_planning to support
the project in principle since
- he was afraid that the Nix-
on budget cuts would. mean
that no funds would .be-
available in June. This hor-
rified the plan’s supporters,
and an - urgent phone call
reminding -him of his com-
mitments .made when - he
was. running for office won
the promise he would in fact
support the request for-an
immediate two . thousand,
but that his support for the
- project in principle ‘would
be conditional on the avail-
ability of funds.

Since the WPP members ’
regarded .it as a foregone.
conclusion that there would
be considerable funds avaijl-
able to Marin in June, this
was seen as sufficient. But

‘the MPAG  went into the

April meeting with a very
suspicious attitude. After
all, the project was now
hangmg on  the -slender
thread of the integrity of
threeJiberal Marin supervi-

sors, who were on record in -
support of the bailroom,
but.who were mysteriously
uncooperative now that
they realized that their indi-
vidual promises taken -to-

gether comprised a majori-

ty vote - enou, dgh to guaran-
tee actual fun

CONTINUED NEXT
PAGE
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ies of hiow tax funds should
& used.becamé public. By

hén, the backroom: profes-.

ionals-in-the ‘Civic- Center

;of the MPAG plan. 1f
ax.”, funds were - used to
irovide - impoverished. ¢i
ens‘with the means of pro-.
wction,. " then . this’ would

liminate: poverty, -and it .

rould: reduce -government
relfare expenditures and it
vould certainly .ease’ ‘ten-

and this but outweighed in

heir eyés alithe-advantages

“it.-would-prevent . wealthy
nvestors- from. making a
sofit. - - —
Still, the art of capitalist
jovernment in ‘the. era of
s6werful trade unions, a lit-

srate -population, -and - a-

rremendous -preponderance
of ‘people without signifi-
saiit capital is' an -arduously

acquired skill, It consists of -

phrasing all proposals in-a
styleof doubletalk ‘that as-

sures the wealthy that prof-.
remain- sacro-

iteering -will
sdhE;] bt aveids méntion-
ifigithistriraiirsgoal .50 -as to
delude the unwealthy into
seeing the proposal as in
their interests. )

<“Thus, when . Supervisor
Robert 'Roumiguerre; the
Reagan- appointee who' re-
ptaced the deceased Supe-
rvisor- McGinnis, stunned
thie audience by announcing
‘the “Barrows plan for a two
million. - doltar- ““flatfloor
auditorium™ in. lieu of the
people’s ballroom, he never
said 'a word-about the ad-
vantages... that this : plan
would hold » for - profiteers.
Rather than-point: out. that
this would keep the industry
under their -aufocratic con-
trol, he ‘stressed that this

amount of morney would be -

required to set up an ade-
quate-ballroom. -+ -

Supervisor Arrigoni,
whose reelection was partly
due to his opposition to the
people’s ballroom (or more
precisely; to the deceptive
way that the issue was han-
dled by Marin’s media), fol-
lowed Roumiguerre with an
exposition -of his newly
developed solicitude for. the
rock and roll culture: :

‘He - was now doubting -

that- a -ballroom could be
.created for as little money
as the MPAG was asking,
although 'his doubts did not
rest on any specific objec-
tions to the detailed budget
he had been presented with.
‘Naturally, he offered no
explanation for his sudden
realization - that a county
firided ballroom was need-
ed after all, ‘nor did he
“thank the White Panther
Party for pointing this out
to him. .
Having put himself for-
ward as an expert witness

15 Th

- hearing” .as.-a med

id " realized ‘the'-imiplica=

- .on why the "W‘hifc -Panther.

Party was wrong about the
neéd for a . ballroom  six’
months edrlier, he was now

.. posing as an gxpert.on why
the . White - Panther Party -
" was wrong about what sort

of ballroom was needed.

ritval -

Speii

~ -In~order. ‘to - nderstand

.- the-'course  the ‘debate- took -
. from here it is-important-to .

understand:  the - **public
I fum for -
debate. . -Although nearly .
.every issue is decided in -
‘backrooms,; it is_politically:

“necessary for .politicians to

make a pretense:of listening

: to their..constituents -before: -
" spending -their money. “In
- 'most Tocalitiés, ‘this ‘process

"-has degenerated into ritual:. ..

-dorsement

~apology.

Toweh

. Roumiguerre. a_nd‘ Arrigoni
-was _negligible. They re-

mained confident that there
were stronger forces than

‘logic on their side.

A_nd there were.

jority had been counseled to

refuse to make their en--

dorsement . in; principle. It
now developed that such an_
endorsement, in the eyes of

this trio, would . violate
‘some newly found rule of -
protocol. Tmplicit’ in their -

turnabout was the fact-that

Michael  Wornum’s. often .

repeated advice about *‘en-
in  principle”
was, by the supervisor's
own ideas, regarded as mis-
guided, ‘Wornsm made no

“Instead, - these liberals
limited their support to vot- .

Repudiation.
' bﬂ the

Youth Commusmon
At somie point, i 'some _
backroom ‘the liberal- ma-

- But it is always possible

for a liberal to find a level'of .
despicability “impossible. to -
" anticipate by - those ~who.-

~are not artists in the field.:

After having spent months- . o 70 e by “ne wrong:

| persuading the MPAG that

~the Youth Commission
~should be included in the
‘ballroom plan, these digni--"

fied urbane and eminently
respectable public officials
now began pressuring the
high 'school students on the
“ Youth Commission to re-
udiate-what they had first
ll)x’.en'.l_n-ged to support. -+ :
_-Commenis .. were - made.
leading these- already con-

votes would be necessary. - -

’ [Hf&y) Ai;l youhe.aﬁ*hﬂl"B»ﬂ ’Gmﬁ ;
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In 'Marin_, for " instance,
the forty plus .people who
wanted to address the ball-

* room issue were kept wait-

ing for over two hours. This
show of contempt for the
citizenry is sufficient reason
for a general boycott of
these farcical hearings, and
- as is well known - most
people absolutely refuse to.
“bother with these political .
affairs.- .
So by the simple me-
chanism of not accurate-
ly scheduling public hear-
ings, and manipulating
agendas to the disadvantage
of .certain groups, the peo-
. ple are effectively excluded
from even this minimal par-

ticipation  in their own
governance.
In this case, though,

-people from extremely var-
ted walks of life took the
time and trouble to.present
their case for a people’s
baliroom, in opposition . to
the pigs ballroom plan that
had suddenly arisen. The
effect on the awareness of

ing. for the immediate two
thousand we had asked for.
But this'was an obviously
phoney move, since: it was
clearly prearranged that
neither Arrigoni nor Rou-
miguerre would provide the
fourth vote. So-the overall

result was’ that our liberal -
supporters were willing to.
vote for a proposal that -

needed four votes, and thus
- failed, but at the same time

they refused to vote on the

proposal that needed only

_three votes, and would have -

" succeeded. o .
So the meeting closed
bitterly, with nothing being
settled. There was  still,
though, a clear and again
publically expressed com-
mitment. in support of the
project. Supporters of the
baliroom were’ extremely
.sceptical by this time, and

were disappointed at not,

béing able to start work.
But, at least it seemed that
the people’s ballroom, rath-
er ‘than the pigs ballroom
was slated to receive fund-
ing in June when only three

"

“fused young people to-be-
lieve that if they dropped
their support for the origi-
nal plan, then a ballroom
might be built under- their
control. Since the new ap-
pointees to the commission
had been carefully screened
.0 as not to include anyone

active in any sort of peo-

ple’s program, this new idea
began to be believed by the
Youth Commission, pre-
posterous as everyone else
knew. it to be. .

Janice Fuhrman, the first
Youth Commission = sup-
porter of the ballroom, was
offered a job in Arnold Bap-
tiste’s office, and this unfor-
tunately reduced her suspi-
cion' of that politican’s in-

_tegrity. Doug Bosco, the
adult” coordinator of the
Youth Commission, was
offered a promotion to the
job of Director of the De-
partment of Human Rela-
tions, and if this didn’t in-
fluence his feelings on the
ballroom, at least it made it
unlikely that he would pro-

test against the Ltreachery

PAGE25 -

that he found himself in the
midstof. -~ . . o
These, measures were
combined with media pres-
sure implying that the ball-
room would be much more
likely to-become a'reality if
the ~ Youth Commission
would repudiate its support

.. of the White Panther pro-
" posal. The ' 13 carefully

quoted 'Robert Roumi-

" guerre’s  charge: thiat ‘the’

Youth  Commission..-.was.
“being-led- down the Pprim-"

group”.- Barbara Boxer -
wrote-a long story for the
-Sun; ‘which had suddenly
_decided to .suspend its cen- .
sorship -on néws about the -
ballroom,, = praising  the

. Youth Commission and .

calling .thé White Panther

* Party a “political liability™:

Commission
PD?SC}‘)

Shortly before the June .
budget - hearings the Youth
Commission voted to with-
draw their-support for the .
Panther plan, and: to ask .

* the Board of Supervisors to

build a’ ballroom . under
Youth. Commission con-
trol, which they had been.
led 1o . believe was a-likeli-"
hood. .
" The vacillation - of the
Youth Commission
shouldn’t,: of course, have’
presented - too . much of -a
problem. Certain}ly, no one
seriously expected a group
whose members themselves
knew that they were created"
merely -as a gesture towards
youth by the supervisors to
effectively - maneuver their -
way through the pressures
engendered = by - as ..con-

" troversial a proposal-as the .

People’s ballroom. The-in-.
clusion of the Youth Com-
mission ‘into- formal man-
agement was made with the
carefully stipulated proviso
that only - the members who'
actually worked on the ball-
room, the three directors,
would have -any decision
making power, and that this .
power couldn’t be overruled
by the Youth Commission.
This - precluded an unin-
formed group of. new- ap-
_pointees and blase members
from -interfering with -the
work. of their more active
colleagues.

1
RIS i< $
ALL POWER, T4 i
BOARD oF 3;?5%,,564,{5»>
But. this vacillation be-

came crucial when the liber-
al supervisors stooped. so

“low as to use it as a pretext

for reneging on their public
commitments to the bali-
room supporters. Thus, in
June, the supervisors voted
unanimously to refuse sup-
port for the People’s ball-
room. Since chairman
Arnold Baptiste did every-
thing he could to prevent
debate, it. was hard to pin
the supervisors. down on

“CONTINUED ON PG: 26



'people’s . ballroom,
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their, justification for this
reversal: e
..Robert - ‘Roumiguerre
served hisliberal colleagues
-well-by blithering .all -sorts
of irrelevancies, thus..spar-
ing: the. liberals. who -had
. reversed ‘ themselves from
‘saying anything -at all- Fi-
- pially, Gary Giacomini was
confronted point blank with
the . question "of why 'he
. broke his election promise. -
. “My ‘support’is for the
Youth  Comnijssion,” " he
% .. SaN T

LIARS

 When - Mr. ~ Giacomini

Party - headquarters’ and
signed ‘the' Petition for_a
the
Youth -Commission hadn't
. even been brought into the

--plan. - The - petition didn’t
mention the Youth Com-
mission. Noné of the supe-

" rvisors. had made their

- promises of support condi-

" tional on the Youth Com-

rhission. Fver Baptiste liad .
_only later on. Suggested
their inclusion. So Gary
Giacomini was lying. .
Furthermore; even ‘if the
lies were assumed to .be
true; what kind of politi-
cians.would use a commis-
sion of high schoot students
- in order to build.a program
and ‘then, wheén they ot

word of -a.more. lucrative .

program for-the civic center

bureaucracy, trick - these

high school students into
" withdrawing their support.

“COWARDS

While voting .against the
- original: people’s . ballroom
~plan, the. supervisors. also
.. , refused to:build the Youth
=7 Commission controlled
“‘ballroom that. the liberals
- had: falsely hinted was pos-
1sible: But by the time the
“..Youth Commission had
“i: received this lesson in the
. integrity of liberal politi-
cians, they had already
“been, exploited as a means’
- of taking the pressure off
the cowardly supervisors.

Later on, the supervisors
did vote to allocate over
two milljon dollars to the
construction ‘of the pigs
ballroom, or “‘flatfloor au-

: ditorium’ ™ as they callit, -a -

baliroom ‘which the Youth

Commission was given the

‘right to use sometimes - this
being John Barrows idea of
‘the proper role of the
“Youth Commission™.

.1t is a matter of objective

. fact that Arnold Baptiste,
Michael Wornum and Gary
Gidcomini are liars. Knowl-
edge of the facts would also
compel the deduction that
they behaved cowardly in
the entire matter. = Never
once did they contact the
ballroom supporters to even

- try to explain the reasons ..

for their actions.

came to the White Panther ~

.room struggle in-.

Aaj
people desperately need in
order to establish a regular
means-of living by our own ’
labor, . this. theft .is a very
serious matter, and its .ag- -
‘rest calls. for-very extreme
measures .~ ‘measures that
woitld " be inappropriate ‘in
dealing -with-a government
that was not essentially cor-

rupt. . .

~long enough

“Ruch

b

allroo:

he: pig

* stuck in:the position - of
- spendirig their money on a:

ballrgpom .supported by. no

.one7except those who profit

jt;'and-thisis a

“role of obscuring contradic- -

tions so that oppressors.can:
foist off all sorts.of reacton-

. ary schemes to- make profit.
as ‘serving the interests of -

_the people, This is possible
_because thesé liberals -can’ - .
always be. counted 'on to~ - '~
back, in the final analysis," -

whatever finance capitalism

~ decides . is necessary -

-~

have

Communists )
charged liberals with hy- =
pocrisy, dishonesty

cow_ardice time and time
again throughout history.
This charge is made with.

. the awareness of the role of -
_liberals in buttressing capi- .

talism and imperialism; all
‘thewhile . - bleating

- their. sympathy with - the °

oppressed, in -nation after
nation. BT
Duiring the people’s ball-
in - Marin,
though, the White Panther
Party. has. brought to' light
in a clearer - manner -than
usual, the exact lies of these
‘three particular liberals. It
can. also be seen from this
struggle how the maneuvers
of the liberals serve the in-
terests of the more forth-
right oppressors of the peo-

ple.

Il the people of Marin
had been given a clear
choice between the people’s. -
ballroom and the pig’s ball-
room, there would have’
been a clear expression of

preference for the people’s” ”

and "’

about -, -

" whether' this should be the

Vietnamese war, the Eco-

- nomic Opportunity Coun~

¢il, a methadone forced

addiction' programy’
pig’s ballroom.. =" .. -
Liberalism-i§ the theory

" that wealth-should be used

to, exploit "desperate work-.
ers, but “that the state’
should be  charitable
towards the yvictims of
such a system.Such- a sys-
tem keeps the people actu-
ally powerless to determine

" our own ¢ondition. .

Liberalism thrives on

people who judge politi-
cians by this or that phrase

_ that they throw out, or this
or that campaign plank - 3§
Instead of judging them by §

how they spend their lives:

on the planet. it ought to-be Ji1}

clear that no ome who is
living in as-much- luxury as
possible, -and who is ob-

viously interested in adv- i

ancing their career under
capitalism is_going to fight

very hard for the interests of
poor people. Or for dny |

people who don’t have the
wealth to help them adv-
ance their careers. -
) s poine, any politi-
" cian"who 1

.or a -

s afraid to advo- i IV

nm\;l‘nd"hnﬂlmwlmmm !

" .cate socialism is pretty ob-

viously more worried about
offending the wealthy than
about finding solutions to
the problem of the:people.
Their key dodges will al-
“ways be single issue politics,

orpiecemeal reform, or-a -

platform so vague that no
one knows what it would

of wealth and waste. He:

saw no reason to save mon-
ey by joining the Food Con-
spiracy, and he was the
lawyer who fought the labor
unions for the.1J. Since we
knew not to trust him, we
could minimize the damage

-that his eventual. treachery - .

did to us. This enabled us to

mean concretely, or the. . survive despite -his.swindle.

advocacy of things that it is
-not within their power to

. carry out.

- The principle of judging’

+ _politicians by how they live'

their -lives ‘i crucial. The
White Panther Party knew
from the beginning -that™

~Gary Giacomini couldn’t be:

trusted. ~ He ‘lived “and®
worked  in ‘an’environment

&5 N

A

(5=

Mot

It is only by . seeing. these
. libéral swindles coming that

any of us-are going'to su-

Tvive. . : L
it isnt -accidental. that
these liberals were exposed

issug.

so clearly ori this particular

proposal- implied “that - the
‘wisest use of tax funds en-

~tails providing capital . to.
- poor_people so that.we can
. employ oursglves .serving
.’ the community .in economi- -
7 eally - viable’ .-businesses.
.- Obviously, if .our workers-
" controlied, non-exploitative -

cally

businesses are allowed to

.. flourish,. then it will be at

" the expense -of profiteers

B '
Ll ;h':

“The People’s Baliroom

who might wish to . exploit .

the same industries. Social-

ism and capitalism are an- .

-tagonistic - if. there were
businesses ~ that provided
fair wages and lower prices,
then how- could profiteers
manage to compete?

So the deepest .quéstion
that the people’s balircom

“raised was whether commit-
ment of politicians to the

welfare of the commurity .

was deeper - than . their
,commitment to the profit of
the wealthy. And the an-
swer, both ideologically and
upractically, for every liber-
al, will always turn.out to
:be-the latter. . .

by

Tom Stevens -

B

‘Meanwhile, ihe Board of

Supervisors- still .owe " the

people of Marin County a -

people’s . ballroom,
someday. they might be sur-
prised to find out that the
people have the means to
collect.this debt. .
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" the.real work and not being lier, Vesta Minnick- could

i

f\wo&?»v‘s”g**“-f i Conspiracy . To |
U7 il Ruchell

“CONTINUED FROM ~ Nfa,
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"Volunteers sometimes - PAGE ~

don’t show up for the work, -Ruchell’s pedple attempted
.-are - generally - confused “{! "Bty - the transcripts,
~about what to do ‘& apa- which,* again, were sup-
thetic, so that the poor or-  posed to be given -to him
.-ganizers end- up doing all' free some eight years ear- '

paid for their labor. And 'not be located!) This type of
. usually the organizers are” “outright denial being too
the. people who need the. - .obvious, the records were -
‘conspjracy the most and the  entirely suppressed:
- others could think of better o A .
social gatherings and com-. ' How does this tie in with -
- “miinity ¢vents they’d rather . the presént? There is-a law. .

be-at. Co-op’s right up their
Salleyi I
By’ “the: ‘way, = Co-op
“doesn’t . help - much “either.
Just ‘andther liberal reform
- group; . that’s' really rather
- conservative. '.Because . the
- -only thing that is different is
that-the “Shareholders are
less' greedy and -give you
“better” deals, which 'in turn
- rgives them more business.
These “ddys ~your tax
moriey sometimes  are in-
vested in -police 'programs

/" of rehabilitation schemes,

* or in'methadone, and at the
- best'used to try and buy out
-the Free Clinic in exchange
for statistics and just plain
“iiformation on patients.
~But what'is really needed

* ihese days-is Tax Money for

" People’s Enterprises. Right
- off,” the FC:-could use a

. ‘truck. I mean really, who~
“wants’ their taxes (that we
are forced to pay at the bar-
rel of a.gui, or fear of im-

- prisonment) . or for more
prisons, ‘more. bonbs and
other -weapons, designed to
kill people. , -

. We need People, not
Pigs. Boycott Safeway,
Conspire to Survive. Jom.

" the Food Conspiracy.

CONTINUED FROM .
PAGE . ~ - .
“lawyer 1 can be convictea
‘easily on that phony indict-
‘ment and sent back to San
Quentin Prison and isolated
“for the next ten or more
years if the pigs see themse-
lves getting away like they
have been doing for ten
years. .
 The pigs are, viciously
- conspiring to keep the Los
- Angeles *_ Couaty - illegal
Conviction_on me to keep
_me in the position they have
been holding ‘me: in,-1SO~
LATED. " - -

... 1.don’t receive any visits. -

.that réquires-all court rec- DTSR R

[ A Y kg " ers Records and even.gave

] 02‘33;;" %z}‘;%t_ O‘Qg:f-ff"dle?, -Ruchell a.recess to'go %v,er ;
gtm 4. Mo 23»1,9§3,was.-th¢m. It didn’t take long for
to rzaﬂ.c 'theyénd’of that 10, :Ruchell to’go-over the rec-

iod a5 far - dsc .ords as he already knew -

- year period as iar as, Judge "ot fwas in them and what
Colvin : and -Albert ‘Harris Linthem: -
wefe concérned: becavise it as not mthem. .

was on-May 24,.1963 that :After: getting the ‘court-1o
Ruchell. had made: an‘oral -verify - that  the, records' -
motion" .and argument to :Judge Colvin had subpoe- |

-dismiss the court-appointed eﬁ al 1

J

dis 1 -naed were official records, ’
‘attorneys who: were ‘work-": Ruchell brouglit out an offi-

'ing right along with the first: ¢al Clerk’s’ Record of the

iconspirators. Judge. Her-- kame May 24; 1963 hearing,.
‘bert Walker ordered closed
;court that day. (all the. peo-
iple were excluded from the.
court-room), denied * the
motion. -and -proceeded - to”
railroad Ructiell to prison

‘had prepared to use.against -
Ruchell’s ~ co-défendant,
{ Leroy Stewart, whose :case
was on -appeal.’ ‘Ruchell
- 'immediately _made -“the
st LT " gourt verify that these rec-
Ruchell ‘Magee, 2 mdh'" ords were also authentic in’
who Albert Harris and the that they” had | the. official
mass - media project ‘as' a°:court seal. The Reporter’s
moron, took the Wwitness' Records ‘of May 24, 1963
stand with a stunning sur-. “are supposed  to bea de-
prise for: everyone.: Ruchell " tajled account of everything
requested to'see the Report-"" that went on-that day. Yet,
: ect in examining these records,

it is ‘obvious that someone,
-altered them a great dedl.

TS
1963. Judge Colvin
-.confident-that “all w:
fectly prepared i
.conspiracy ‘agai
‘ordered that:
Towed to st

‘gal!  In . conipdring the
[Clerk’s Records, they brief- .
ore--ly “state that on May- 24,

* from relatives because they ° the.little open spaces 1 do}

“which State court officials:.

. and. they are therefore il

Lei ',;e'rﬁ- to Touch News

- are ‘all- foolish. country nig-
gas.. Brain-washed to_the
eyel!! This leaves me i 2
‘continually battle to come

from under incommunicado

while the.pig lawyers: fills

make with fraud on top of
"fraud. The pig Robert Car-
row was-Cought by me and
exposed to the judges. They
see_the need to continue
their dirty rotty and sickly
acts of piling false charges
lipon’ me. The Charges can
be alleged happen in
France, while | was in San
Quentin Prison Isolation..
The pig lawyers with their
long  stupid
(stunting for the fool attor-
ney general’s puppets) al-
ways has a way of getting a

conviction or convictions
against me or anyone else
they can single out.

'Y won the right to have
investigators of my

%two_
choice, but warden Louis S.

‘Nelson ignored this.a few
‘months ago on advise of the

arguments -

1963,. ““...On-motion .of -de-
fendant Magee; all witness-
¢s. are excluded 'from the’
courtroom, except .investi-
gating officer who is al- -
Towed..to. remain...”. Ruch=
ell, having exposed-the fact
that false:documents were -
being used-against him, cit- -
ed the following law: 22 €al
Jur. p. 664 Section_70,
which states, “Interference
with records, stealing, will-
fully destroying,
defacing, altering, .
ing, Temoving or secreting
.any record, map ‘or:rbogk,
or. any paper of proceeding
of any court, fil- or depos-
ited in any pub. . officeis a
crime, whether c_ommm.ed
by the officer having custo-
dy...or any other person...”
Albert  Harris and- Judge
Morton -Colvin are crimi-
fials and Ruchell Magee

proved this by law in that .

‘nowhere in the Reporter’s
Records does it contain the
facts that are in the Clerk’s

Records wr any of the May

424,196 3 dutails; -
“1in 1965, when

was. taken before Judge

Walker again, those same

false *_records were used

_nal acts.

mutilating,
falsify- .

.Rucheli .

PAGE27

‘against Ruchell 'and " thus
Judge Walker is'a proven
criminal. In short: all those
who handled those - false *

.’documents, the records that

keep Ruchell imprisoned.
illegally, are guilty of-crimi-
‘Ruchell has.proven with.
unapproachable facts that:
- 1) His intellectual capa-
bilities far surpass those of -’

. the people who accuse-him - ° :

_of various crimes solely, for *

. the purpose of .concealing: .’
_their crimes.

7) The criminals do not in-”
tend to. halt theit criminal. . §
acts against his person. !

73YThe people: must demand, *

_in one continuous and har-

monious voice, what Ruch-
ell Magee. has demanded |
single handedly for the last; -
10 years: his freedom from’
-illegal imprisonment. .
‘Fhe irie -records’ -of
Ruchell’s original - illegal. -
- conviction are being_sup---
- préssed under the guise of
“Jaw - and - justice.”. The
. fraudulent -~ records--the-

- criminal. récords now ‘that
_they ‘have been tamperéd

- with and. altered--are being
shown to the people who
want.to see what constitutes
the legality of Slave Rebel--
lions. The false records,
which the criminals ~are
showing to’ the people, do
not - show the truth of a
Slave Rebellion; they just
show - what ~the criminals .
want people to see—-and
they surely dom’t want the
- people to see that they are
the real crminals. .
The people have the .
- facts. Now the people must
make the demands for jus--
tice. - :

Ali Power To The People

johnny larry spam
San Quentinklan Prison’
- March, 1973

pig lawyer Carrow—-—-—.
Now, Sheriff Geary an
Judge Imgram-holds me in-
this jail disallow to see and
consult with any investiga-
tor or people out their cir-
cuit, until I get a lawyer to
railroad me.

_ Imgram order finding me
incompetent to represent

‘myself is identical to his

order denying me the right
to see investigators.

[ was representing myself
when judge Ginsberg grant-

- ed my rights to investiga-

tors. L
Judge Tmgram is being
sued by me for his Corrupt-
ed acts, and I'would like for
the new paper to print this:
The lawyer Robert Carrow.
conspired: to have me
trapped in with Judge Im-:
.gram’s-next -intended - ap-

Ruchell )

-posntéd ~pig ‘lawyer who
Carrow picked to take over
_where he got Caught at.’
Any fool jury find out what
Carrow and ‘judge Imgram
and Warden Nelson did will
spit in their
face———TImgram Know
this!! ] L
The L.A. county convic-
tion must be ruled illegal as
it is to stop the pigs from
“ trying to hide it with more
false charges. All fighting
people out there, stay away
from Robert Carrow be-
cause he is a murdering pig
with a lawyers name for
- disguise!

Won The Peopie!
Ruchell Cinque Magee
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.A"'w'ith' ‘tHosé. with-only ‘a lit- -
tle money- and -extra time,,

,we can build strong move--
ments; , Otherwise, - those
with . money will: fail. be--

.- wtations of part-time volun-:
“teerism, and those with lit-
tle .money will be excluded-

. gency -of finding’ means to’
Jsurvive, oo L L L
It-is imperative that we’

. .issué'in the course of these
. political . campaigns ; since
““we are ‘ot independently
wealthy, nor state. funded,
* nor-iit the employ of the:
. .corporations. 1t makes far:
‘. more sense to give cam-
. -paign funds to our own.
" workers, than-to give them:

Y - to -promoters, -profiteers,
. media. advertisemients, -Of

whatéver.
son is clear, that doesnt
mean that there will -no:

*try to ignore it There are
" always "people who' would
prefer to lose a campaigm:
in order to retain their air
.of class superiority. If the:
‘lumpén, _organized. along

NEEDS..; THRY. ELECfo‘RFL‘

7

ot RS

.‘

OF (0URSE THEY COULD
| START KiLung Us..| FTHATS THE
- {cASE WELL KJLL THE/TIF Ve

1 HAVETo, To SURVIVE.

RIE AT FAS,SETe UPAR) -

the. lines. of revolutionary
‘collectives, backed by less;

‘social change can actually
‘effect revolutionary. trans-
;- formation, it _is also possi-

sie to manipulate
pen _‘ih\_po
aunder . their _.domination
‘that” could " buttress  reac-
tion; ) i

This is ~what occurs
when fascism arises to save
a dying capitalist system.
The -manipulative ability
-of the American ruling
_class being what it is, it 18
certain that such - petit
bourgeois dominated coali-

g,

- tions would be welcome at

- this point. There will as-

suredly be petit bourgeois’
-opportunists who will leap’
at this chance to advance’

themselves. This is one.of

the developments we need |
against -most

to - .guard
closely.
It. might seem -that the

marijuana movement is a.

_long way from a vehicle:
for revolution "or for fas-i
cism. But if it is studied
closely; it is clear that the
relationship of class forces
is the same in this move-
ment as in most single
_issue mpvements. Amor-

. [ETHEVSTOP  TAWE OVER CORPORATION
E }JSFRMKEE[’— ~F'A(‘§mt\é\f\Rpa\,\/0R\&\N(,—' WITH
YA ’

RPAMS GOING 7 0 <.
BY AN SEFF~ THE FARM W ‘?KERS.. ‘

M 3,
-JMPOSSIBLE R
HARD To GET
i e
QE', oR RiP-0FFS. §
“WE COULD. i g

o LANbLoRDS-..

" cause of the obvious limi--
.because of’the greater ur-: -
" don’t- neglect - the survival:

. byists ‘who
.. were-easily 1

. capitalist conirol_ of mati--
But just because this les

longer be people who will.-

“impoverished advocates of - '

"+ ble for the petit bourgeoir

v by
-4 .movement’ .

" capitalism.
liberal, amorphous, utopi- .
- an,

NTS TAHE0VER HOUSING

THE SORRHNENT" + ON THE PEORLE
© LT ONT e peeRul .

phia, through 'its political: .
amorphousness, was..abjec-. | P
tively paving the- way for.
4 vicious instrusion of cap- .
italism .into thé sale of |

-and a deep commitment.
- . will stop ;his,pé_rsgc:,ﬁtion- ;

LN e ek . : .
: n;;mmww- .. composed -of .pé

" petween a: elass of-orgamizs® .-
. ers who think ' that -minor .- -
* legal- adjustments achieved: - *
-through )
-would be sufficient to stop’

- the. persecution -of mariju-’

“casual” - means’ ..

ana smokers -and: another. ..
class .of . organizers . think .

* ‘that only” a’ revolutionary: . "
.- movement based on.a.re-.

fusal “toobey: unjust. law

enact-and enforce just 1aws:

. One  cl
-. bourge
zed - ar

marijuana; _and. the “hob-. ..

movement  against

never, actually:- advocated -

juaia, gvt it became morg?

‘and imore evident that its |

¢ooperation ; could” be ex-:

pected by the nion-socialist .

advocatés.of marijudna re-’

form. This was shown by -~

supported it -
erf into: :the .-
. mov .the i,
~White Panther attempts to™ -
Cpreventthis. o ol

Of “éourse, Amorphia

their -attitude of “Well, we; "

have “the’ money, so we'll

be' theé - management, ‘and "
-you ‘don’t, so -you work.

But don’t expect’ to have o

*rany control over policy.” .. : -

Single issue politics js-al-
ways liberalistic, -and liber--
alism - is always conve-

niently incapable’ of pre:.

venting - profiteering, -or -of;,

- restraining. fascist attacks

against poor. people. Noths.

_ing short of: an-honest and:-
committed-democratic cen-:

tralist movement can pos-
sibly challenge American
. -Everything

or lackadaisical im-
pedes this movement. The
choice is.clear. ~_. B
"'We dll know ‘that thée

ruling class can’t stop the-

flow of marijuana. We all

.know that this is not be-

cause of the courts, or the

‘legistators, or the social re-

formers. We all know that

“the defacto legalization of

marijuana that: we all

enjoy comes from .the rev- .
olutionary "power - of the-
people to defeat fascist op-

pression, " .-

"CLLASS

GordenBrownell ™ \

“From. Nixon " .0~
to. NORMAL, "

;* When the funds™ Weré:
swindled * away ‘from " the.
Amorphia . organizers ‘by.”
everything from’ Hearst en-
terprises . to- hip’ capitalist
entgepreneurs, none " of -
these hobbyists was seri-’
ously inconvenienced - since
"none of them had commit-
‘ted- themselves very deeply
anyway. o

" Tfie ~class “conflict " 'be:
‘tween the Amorphia fac-
tion and the White Pan- .
ther ‘Party emerged- over
and over. When a block:

., . ; _party organized' by~ the
CO NT MD‘CnaB White Panther . Party. to®

. The internal problems

CMI1 in_ the Bay-Area re-
g’lectcd the contradictions:

.. OR TAKING OVE
Wil ek

-taunch  the ¢ marijuana:

_'that arose within the 1974 movement in’ the Haight:

CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE
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" suggested:
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>met “with firious’ opposi--
olice

-tion "by downtown
-and - politi¢ians, Michael
Aldritch condemned it on

the, grounds that it might

' associate’ the CMI with vi-:

clénce: ‘When Amorphia

selected representatives for®

..a CMI press conferenice,

~ . they: -excluded representa-
third -

tives: -of “poor ‘and.
world people, on- the theo-

v

“'ry that these votes were.as- -

sured -anyway. . The - White

-Panther  Party criticized *

‘this since we were éngaged.

" in ‘the difficult job:of per-

- - 'suading- -our . people . that

-«the -CMI .was not ‘merely
:white,. petit.-bourgeoise te-

- dious -irrelevancé, as large..

" -numbers: : of »:poer
“Third: . World ~ people
thought it was.. :

Arresk oF Uhite
- P::‘l'her k.ndore

ted

mterfe,‘rmg with. a- po-
erj'_-(he was! actual-

asmme

y.
the
- _cracks of -Tod Mikuriya

- ate

and ** other © Amorphia
associates,” . ' Michael -
“ ‘dritch Iaunched a behind
that  ‘we

' claiming were

‘starting too much- tnouble'
oat meetmgs

- When Amorphxa

- sisted. on settling issues at
meetings of large numbers
. of vaguely interested peo-
* ple, the " White Panther
Party objected that people
‘of  proletarian. back-
grounds ‘were . disgusted
with ‘these space. sessions

Al

-

and.

“+ 'the -back’ rumor campaign -

and .refused to go to them .

.and were thus being -ex-
cluded from' the decision
.making process. When we
instead  that.
issues  be settled through
. ..thorough discussion by a

small group of representa- .

" tives of each working ele-

‘ment of the coalition,
along the lines of demo-
cratic  centralism, - Amor-.
phia claimed that this was
andemocratic.

“When'the rift deepend-
ed, partly due to the per-
sopahty of Michael Al

- dritch, the White Panther
-Party urged an emergency
meeting - with . Amorphia.
Michiael Aldritch pomp-

. ously refused to:meet with
us, and Amorphia claimed
that their internal structure
was “such that there was
nothing- they could "do

" about this.”

Whien the street ‘workers
asked for campaign money
to buttress their survival,
'Amorphia workers: ‘wha

. were themselves paid out
of the “non’profits™
sale of their papers, fought

of the’

- this to the point of. split-.

ting the . coalition, even
though some-  of, them
would privately ‘agree that
it was necessary.

And- finally, whén the

White -Panther' .Party
forced  a“  showdown,
Amorphia .responded by

reasserting the: “bourgeois
ownership rights” of the
office theyhad . pretended
was donated to -the CMI,

and-called the pohce .
Notice .the 'similarity of
this .- microcosm:” to the

overall. political ' economy,

of the Uhnited States. Cor-

porations do’the job of or-

gamzmg the' society, leav-
ing themiselves abundantly
open to all”
rofiteers, swmdlers
ezzlers, usurers, and ¢or-
:poration lawyers. At the

same’ time, they mamtamv'
‘an ambiguous relatioriship
‘with political bodies that

. theoretically govern the so-
ciety,” but which-in, practice

‘have -so little actual com-. -
and so little knowl-- -

trol,.
edge of, .and so -little..

) sponsnblhty for the reality.:
of ‘the social organization .
of people’s lives and labor, .
that .they are capable. of-
’ nothmg ‘more than. irrelev- .
long- -
- winded - debates about the

ant, . .spacey,.‘and .

extent: to  which the

fairs of busmess

Lum
sd&mfh

-~ and Good | &r‘\'h

The other class of or:
ganizers crystalized around

muine. . These: people .were

on or close to the streets,

highly antipathetic to ‘the
- hierarchy of straight socie-
ty, and unable to afford ig-
noring  righteous - survival

ernmem.
- issue:

. as

manner_of -
em-

should .meddle in. the af-

amers .

rihers.

7 ‘maile

the White -Panther’ Partyk
. - and the Good Earth Com-

- sexist -

It was inevitable that
there would: be .an - argu-
ment over where the funds

" would go. Each side want-
ed to give the monegy to -
people of their class in-ex- -

change for a service, which

each ‘side strategnzed to.be~
the best means of getting "

signatures. Amorphia ad-

'vocated giving .it to the~

“media™ and to hip capi-

talists, and- to promoters,.
. etc. -The White Panther’”
. Party advocated giving it -

to street people.to set up

" ¢ommunes and workers.

But ‘whereas' the White
Panther Party asked for

" a coalition in which the

money 'would _be -divided

- fairly, the- petif bourgeois
faction insisted on either-

dominating ' the coalition

.and: spendmg all of the .-
or else

mongy their wa
ripping the coahuon apart.

Well,
ripped. apart,.
lines
management oriented lib-.

erals - versus lumpen-prole- -

tariat worker-onented re-
volutxonanes

The lumpen

survive-. while

.petmons :

This - strategy, "Survival. - )
Through Service - to the ©
" People; - enabled us to be’

out on the street gathefing

signatures steadily for the *

duration of the: campa:gn

" The only slgnatures that

 Amorphia _gathered'. were. .

é’ or. brought ‘to -their "~
_office. Many’ thousands of
" doltars “and “much confus-"m

catlon for & plck-up point.

If we had been provxdcd
“with. $3000 for workers,
less than half of the money - -
- that the liberals wasted, we
could have put the petluon -
.. over thetop. .
in the face of a fascist. gov= -~ -
a  primary

There's:-no -reason - why-
these -other things couldn't

have gone also. But by~

,BuT F WE HAD THE MoNEY T0
. ‘/“lEANS ef PRO@UL;E;N" FgR s N\IDS ?E{L\léggg %EO'

T
COULD OET DONATFc{ﬁ%DF&om S

Tr-l/g'

r--..

the coalition was
along . the .
.of . petty-bourgeois .

revolu-. -
tionaries, with_ the White .
* Panther ‘Party, decided o .-
gathermg :

trymg to ‘deny workers a

means, of survival, espe-’
cially JN. a cause that helps
liberate “people from fas-
cist ‘oppression, the people
at Amorphia antagonized
the very people whose ‘sup-’
port they. thought they-had .
i their pocket, poor and
third world people. . - :

SURVIVAL
THROUGH

: SERVICE
TO. THE

" PEOPLE 1

The 1655 of 'tlme and en-.-
ergy created by a - few

.patheuc, egocentnc -liber-

alsis traglc

Mg‘ﬁewﬂ :{"-

’ _,L f‘e midde

ok It isa

A uillion I jmrs f 5,.,”,7
£id
Wafron

‘pable’ of enacting-and e

PPN -

Survival Through ‘Serv-. -:
ice to the People is actual-
ly the most powerful weap-
on the people can use in
our fight against fascism
in'the U,S today. :

Tt is multi-faceted, bemg‘
righteous and ‘strong both
economiically and politi=.

- cally. .

We are alreddy a power-
ful resistance’ movement.
Now if we could: just gal-
vanize ourselves from .a-

- powerful ' resistance -move-- - -

forcing: just laws. The par- -

ticipation - of the " White -

Panther Party in-the- 1974
CMI was with thls strategy o
m mind. - o

J

| 3‘2:"?2,@ Memaf%m 7(“’"&" Zu%f;
v iicp on jeg’awwfany -'7

ensick soul afongsic

nable to canb-o/ onek own tfr

ﬁeazﬁnm}(oawsﬁd

side Garkrncss.

asa [«m,
iness [llm\an

l/\lST\’:A :
o THEM TO AENFTIE
NIN 1?\ 06 e

@ g asmem’ FIERIONE

T Mw

D OF RUN-SE

T0 SET Up PED-
ONE’. FoM THE

l)l)

BUT As LoNCr AS WE'RE ALWVE
E GOING-To CoNTINUE TO BUILD,
OPLE'S ENTERPRIZES,
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CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 4 .
although it .goes to a good
. purpose (usually), is still
rofit pure and simple. This’
- form omes reactionary
when, instead of moving
- beyond it towards-people’s
concerts where continuing
- subsistence jobs are created
for revolutionary workers,
- we continually demand
voluntary labor ' of .these

workers in, order to.-accrue {-.:

. more profit for the cause
~ -that we're supporting.

Economic
~ Change
Or Political

Changé First? |

" child, all the while babbling :

This is the critical point*
at which we eithér opt for
economig change or for po-’

litical change. Each of them
- can lead to the other of

“course, ‘but the gquestion is.
which path is fundamental..
We think that distorting the*
* economicform of themoye-
ment, our .means of su-
rvival, i order to attain a
political goal is a mistake;
especially” since ' what we -
. gain politically is usually
pretty meager anyway. i

So instead_we're advo: -
- cating and ‘implementing.

people’s entérprises, model
communist institutions, as.
the central task, and we see
- political- and- military tac-

tics as valuable insofar as -

they help to build these in-:
'st__ituthns_._

(I Agovr PEDPLE Wil HAvE
Jogs AN? HAVE OTHER THINE
10 Do [N THHeR TIME OFF T

This has- enabled us to -
“define very clearly and con-.
cretely our opposition to

. liberalism, -anarchism, and
fascism. Once this opposi-
tion is clear, -once the core

" of our politics is clear, we
can make all sorts of deals
with progressives, and even
with - moderate reaction-
aries, in the community. It

- is because everyone knows
exactly what sort of revolu-

tionary activity we are en-,

gaged in that we.can receive

county funds without being -

put in a position of coop-
tion..

This “brings us to the
point we talked about in
that exchange of letters last
year - the relationship of

- revolutionaries to liberals.
Clearly, both forces must

" arrive at some sort of coali-
tion, popular front, against
overt fascism. The question
is on what terms this coali-
tion will be forged.

The weakness of the rev-
olutionary movement in the
United States has always
been that everyone knew
deep down that the liberals
would provide more real,
immediate help to people
struggling for survival. So;
the revolutionaries became:
associated with saintly self-
sacrifice, or with cynical
manipulation. :

- PAGE 30

b

_tists who want to put them-
selves on T.V.. .
* "As for the single issue
concept, we believe that this
means that marijuana de-
criminalization should be
stressed “above all in all
Coalition projects. But if it
" is going to be carried to ex-
tremes, such as claiming
that a Grass Roots article
condemning heroin can’t be-
printed or that the Food:
Conspiracy can’t be publi-
.cized or a vendor arrested

.CONTINUED FROM
- PAGE 21 .

aloof from the Coalition,

then they are going to have
to quit working in the name
of the Initiative. In particu-
lar, if any fund raising or
press conferences go o §
without agreement from ihe
Coalition, then - there is
going to be a lot of trouble.
A lot of trouble. Because
the marijuana movement
isn’t ‘a joke, or a toy, or a
fund hustle or a media
hype, or a hobby, or a de-
bating society or anything’

about democracy. - Except
that it provided fo-some of
the less politically aware

ple of how the wealthier
people use formal democra-
“Cy to stifle poor people, two
hours were wasted. . )
_ Finally, the
Panther ™ Party. and - the
Good Earth formed a Cen-
-tral - Committee consisting
_of Sue Copperman, Tom
Stevens, and Harry Leh-
man which is now function-
ing. The bank account has
been, set. up, money has
been borrowed, a regional
- up, Gar ’

Nelson is ‘being
defend

and signatures are
atleast 1,000aday. -

Unfortiinately,” some of
the liberals séem to have

gan’t havé their way, they,
‘are goi

vendors an.excellent exam-

Wﬁite‘

headquarters is bein%eset.

being collected at a rate of -
: - and whatever future ex-.

.gotten the idea that if they-

oing o quit. We've:

for “inciting to rot” can’t *
‘be defended, etc. - then we
are against it. Of course, if
we struggle against police .
abuses, some supporters of :
‘law and order might refuse :
yto vote- for us. If we call” B8
. ourselves honest, some liars ; §
-may refuse te vote for us. If i
.we advocate socialist enter—"}__
! prises, we may alienate.cap-:
italists. If we condemn her-!
+oin, we might offend push-’
. €rs, etc., etc. Sowhat? . ©
“Bilt so long as this “sin
gle  issue”. ‘theory isn'ti
‘pushed-to the point where it
.becomes epistemologically
‘nonsefisical we want to
normalize the Coalition,
restore control to a broader
segment of the marijuana
. movement and continue;
working. All we ask is that!
the Central:Committee be-
available for day to day:
crises, that vendors be’ de-
fended politically - [we are:
not talking about money
here] and that the costs of
the Regional Headquarters

issue.

. gengiitures are decided oni
‘be included when money is’
spent.

» -Otherwise,  there are

less than a. fife’ and death’

1 - of collective assistance. We ' sort of working relationship
\J}-are not going to be strung with us. If these people per-

heard a lot of talk about our "going to bé numerous splin-
authoritarianisim, etc. ter groups formed, all on
Nevertheless, " we still be- collision courses with us.
lieve in a coalition. We are’ and all dividing the mari-
willing to work with liber-- juana movement which
_als, and- coriservatives and ' needs unity. We appeal to
" whatever as long as the coa-' these groups and indi-
~lition is guided by a policy viduals to arrange some

along by ‘a handful of ego- sist in holding themselves

class is no longer the prod-,
uctive laborer, but the out-
of-work lumpenproletariat.
. . Working against us are
the pathetic bourgeois indi-
vidualistic habits that make
working together to serve

A. BuNH oF LAzY
(LUM S WHY DoN’T GOTAM

If we can get over these

“obstacles, how can we lose?

We will be putting forward .
real, concrete, immediate. -
- programs that cut down on
prices and . set up jobs. .
Obstruction. of these pro- -

wlévent_ualll'y We.
- Could Meet
~All Qur Needs

Instead of asking péople

grams will only disgrace the
Fower - structure.
iberals and other savants
will be immediately "ex-
posed- when they refuse to

the people the last thing
anyone would think of in
order to solve-the survival
rioblem; idealist modes of
thou

Survival THROUGH
SERVICE TO
' THE PEOPLE

Somehow it seemed that |
revolutionaries were useless '+

until the seizure of

¢ ower
rolled argund, It is to g

“th

:disrupting the power

_stricture ' to serving the

people: now: - Rely on' the

- people to disrupt and smash

this “_s_t'ruc‘ture_, eventually, -
but don't fall into the delu-
sion that there is some way

of pushix_\_g them.

This striicgy is original,
because the situation is
original. Not only is there a
possibility of generating
capital through collectiviz-
Ing excess wealth in the
community, but the rising

! und, It is to break § Ege
" this'tr. p that Hiéy evolved {{#/)
- the “strategy’ of ‘survival .4
ugh service to the peo- [BAk
;. TEOTiEnt . our énergy *

relate to these-programs.
And we gain in both the
long run and the short run;
-because” éven pending sei-
zure of power, we will be
helping out a lot of friends
" along the way. The theory

.als think they have refuted,

.more powerfully when the
confrontations are between,
say, the Food Conspiracy
and Safeway, or Léopold’s
- and Tower Records.

academics can afford, but

that we can’t; and;the tend-

ency io utopianize social,

solutions so that only the
“most pure can relate to

them. .

* In Berkeley it was proven

‘over and over again that

white youth tended to look J#k
"at themselves as a manage- ' (i)
- ment board for the revolu-
tion, instead of as a labor :
force. We've got to combat |
this silliness. o

Phoney -

. practical

of education through con-:
frontation, which the liber- - -

will ‘be demonstrated even .

. Panther Party 1o
" Rainbow People’s Party
| of Ann Arbor, Michigan.

to boycott -capitalists- and

do withiout their products,

we can provide them with

an alternative, thus

strengthening the. boycott -
‘movements. Even die-hard -
“organize at the point of

;production” radicais will at

least have some good,

advice: to give

-their fellow workers.

Eventually ali the needs
of the culture can be met by
people in the culture - refus-
ing to work for profiteers,
and working for each other

‘instead.

‘Combat  Freeism,
is an article written as a
letter from the White
the

The main resistance 'to -
‘the revolutionary strate-
8y of survival through
service to the people is -

i ;lfreeist’ thought, and we

ope that the printing of
this'letter will help 10 re-

solve the question in the

eyes-of the community. "
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the Judger
.. CONTINUED FROM

“PAGEIl .

“provision for- self-representation as a constitu-
“tionally protected sighit’. - . e
" "As.soon ‘as the crack in the constitutional tradi- -
" tion'is opened, the amendment to the state consti- -
tution . requiring _counsel for felons is rushed -
Alrough. Again, the voter initiative reads as though
_this 'was some -great benefit to the hapless felons
whip. ‘might otherwise be wrongfully imprisoned.
~The ballot arguments didn’t-mention that forcing
*lawyers' on-defendants could streamline the due
. “proeéss - by ‘providing . court-controlled -defense
" counsels who would sympathize with the -state’s -
% need for speedy convictions with no ‘messy refer-" -
C e political injustices. LT
" judges.such a$ yourself, confident -of -a -

cial spirit, deliver the.coup de grace to-the -

- SRS
-negw judi

¢ misdemeéanor cases. But even here;.you.claim that .-~
-. ¥l you’are protecting.my’rights. And" if I don’t:like
- " the.wdy that you are protecting: me, you say.that’

Coyowllputme njail. L TR T
- 1. am faced with.an illogical
~denial of my rightto. explain

.citizens ought to. grant a judge. As:

- thie: White: Panther-Party, ’'m néeded to-assist in
. ..the Food Conspiracy, the People’s Ballroom, and
~’a large number 'of programs that are necessary to.’

hundreds..of pegple. 1 can’t afford to be-cut. off
n ‘communication with these programs. Impri- _ |

from

hat set up jobs and Tower-prices.- We are ot
seoplesto: work: for-gach other; instead o
o teers.. The strategy is.entirely ; g’gal. Ther:

otlilng’ in"the constitution that say
“must support cdpitalism: - oo o
4. But although -our ‘actions-are lawful, we con- -
“stantly face interference by ‘authorities’ who think -
capitalism is more benevolent than democracy,
“when it comes to a choice.’ T
o “'We are confident that we can défeat these ene-
- 'mies.as long as:we are given the opportunity to de- .
- :fend ‘our actions so that no one -official ‘agent or" " . -
otherwise- can legally attack us physically. The
- . laws of this nation are set up to guarartee that we .-
will get this chance, ’ '
Denying the right to defend ourselves in court’ -
would destroy this strategy. it would make us com-
pletely vulnerable to constant charges which, al-
though” we would be found innocént, would ex-
haust our funds- on attorney’s fees. Secondly, it
would mean that people with only ‘a vague under-
standing - of our strategy would speak for us in
court, and this would- always lead to distortions -
that we can’t afford. ‘ :

fthat citizens’

.
Conclusion

We have always known that there would be -a
point where legal action against the fascist repres- -
sion of constitutionally guaranteed rights’ would-
become futile. If I am denied the right of self-rep-
resentation,. then 1 have reached this point. You
can.issue any sort of warrant you want and if [ am
captured you can hold any sort of hearing. But
you can’t call it a fair trial if I am excluded from
‘participating. : AT

‘On the other hand, 1 am certainly willing to
stand trial for the charge against me, and if I am
convicted, serve whatever sentence the court, im-
poses, as long as I have the right to present my -
own case. - S . .

If you are willing to give me this reasonable
chance ‘to “explain my actions before a jury, then

. please withdraw your demand that I hire counsel:
1 will appear in court on any. future date that you -
set. . : - S

Please communicate your decision to Sherman:=’
Waring or Terry. Phillips, of the White Pantlier.
Party, at.1632 Page St., San Francisco (or 543-
0335). - X S .

Tom Stevens

-"right ‘of_self-representation’ by denying-it even in ) )

Toueh

- wouldn’t you like to belike that, well 0
etk

- Justwatch the display of him, confronted with-a ne

. Presentable eminently préséhtable p

 Isnt hie handsome? isn’t he healthy? Isn’t

SOh, butwait! o v T e e
_Let him meet a new emotion, let him be'faced with anéther..

_ anew life demand. -

. : How‘beastly the bourgeois is ,
. especially the male of the speci

"Nicely groomed, like a' mushroom
" standing there so sleek and erect-and eyeable - ™=

- W o
~ And e so, he’s stalg, he’s beeri

How beastly the bdurge‘ois'is !

.. PAGE 31

How beastly.the bbl,ir’gf.bis is
-especially thg male _of the species-

shall I-make you a present of him?

N
fin
-~ specimen? . . - - . T
doesn’t hg.Jook the fresh clean englishman, outside?
Isn’t it §6d’s own image? tramping his thirty miles a day
after-partridges, ora little riibber ball? - E .

_ ff, and quite the thing?, ~

.- man’s need, - o A
come home'to a bit of moral difficulty; let life.face - -
. - him with a new demand on his understanding; .

and then watch him'go.soggy, like a wet:meringue. - -
Watch him tiirn into a mess, either-a fool or'a bully. - -+

" demand on his intelligence,

€S -

and like a fungus, living on the remains of bygone life™ .
sug:k_m‘}% his life out of the dead leaves of greater life than his own:
is own. : -

Touch him, and you’ll find he’s all gon

e inside
just like an old mushroom, all worniy inside, and hollo
under a smooth skin and an upright appearance. :

Full of seething, wbr"my', hollow feelin
rather nasty -

*Standing in their thousénds, these apﬁcaranCcs,- i'n'da'njp a

England . : )
what a pity they can’t all be kicked over: «
like sickening toadstools, and left to melt back, swiftly
into the soil of England. oL i

by DH Lawrence




