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Louisville, Ky:

Police Cause Quibreak

LOUISVILLIE,
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As rebellions go, the one here
was probably small-scale. But it
occurred in an area where I have
lived for 18 years. I saw the
pressures building up through
those years, and I witnessed with
my own eyes the incident that
touched it off on & street corner
on the night of May 27. I recount
it here—for whatever universality
it may have.

e s

The West End of Louisville has
been a racially changing area for
the past decade. Although many
white people still live in some
parts of it, efforts to keep it
really interracial have failed be-
cause it has been the only large
residential area open to black
people in the Louisville metro-
politan area.

Its ghettos have grown and
conditions in them have worsen-
ed. These are the same condi-
tions that plague ghettos every-
where: — overcrowding, jobless
youth, poverty, rats, roaches,
lack of community services and
recreational facilities, ete. Al-
though some influential people
in Louiaville have recognized
these problems, Mayor Kenneth
Schmied and the white power
structure generally have insist-
ed that “race relations” were
good in Louisville and that the
conditions of other ghetto cities
do not exist here.

After demonstrations for open
housing were broken by mass ar-
rests last spring, there was much
discontent but little organization
in the black community. However,
in late winter of this year, the

(Continued on Page 4)
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Gainesville, Fla:

Black Militants Jailed

(By Staff Correspondeat)

GAINESVILLE, Fla.—Jack Dawkins, militant leader of the black community, was re-
leased from jail under $7,500 bond on June 2, 10 weeks after he was arrested.

A series of arrests have kept
black leaders behind bars under
high bond since January, as the
local. power_ atructure_ tries_ to
wipe out the movement, Officials
have admitted publicly that some
of those arrests were ‘preven-
tive”.

Dawkina has spent four
months out of the last six in
jail. Others have been held
from six to eight weeks—be-
fore their cases even came to
trial.

The authorities have shown
how easy it is to repress a black
community without brutality or
adverse publicity., Their weapons
are strictly “legal”.

The repression has been most
i since D b but as
long ago as early 1966 authori-
tiea were bringing trumped-up
charges against anyone who tried
to organize the poor.

Movement Begins

January, 1966, was the real be-
ginning of a black people's move-
ment in Gainesville, There had
been civil-rights activity before,
aimed at desegregating public ac-
commodations, voter registration,
the poverty program. None of
this dealt with the probl of

Dawkins
ing to eat at the Waffle Shop

restaurant, and young people
from the ghetto took part in sev-
en weeks of demonstrations that
followed.

Police warned them that they
would be arrested within six
months—and they were, on a
number of pretexts.

Mrs. Carol Thomas, the white
wife of a physics professor at the
University of Florida, was one of
the lead of the Waflle Shop

the black poor, and very few poor
people were involved.

On Christmas Eve, 1965, four
black youths were beaten for try-

protest. She was charged with

her home. The boy’s mother re-
fused to bring charges, so the
judge and a member of the city’s
bi-racial commission swore out
the warrant. A jury acquitted
her.

The demonstrations were a
turning point for Mrs. Thomas,
too. She had worked in all the
successive stages of the move-
ment—and discovered that none
of them offered any solutions.
She came to realize that the
movement would be built by those
people who have the least—the
unemployed, the drop-outs, peo-
ple on welfare, and people the
power structure calls “criminal
elements.” So she began working
with them.

Last June, Jack Dawkins, a for-
mer migrant worker and organ-
izer for the AFL-CIO, went to
work in the ghetto, He and Mrs.
Thomas tried to organize the
city’s garbage workers; they set
up a welfare recipients’ union.

Dawking became a folk hero
for the ghetto youths. Many be-
gan to wear afro haircuts, and
black consciousness and pride
grew. Dawkins bolstered this by
taking groups to City Commission
meetings to press their demands.
In these confrontations he showed
the mili with which black

contributing to the deli
of a minor, who had violated tho
cerfew by staying overnight at
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(Continued on Page 3)

—It wan the snme old 8
nto the malnstream
s Campaign asng it here

when mum-

black pecple. A
throagh
ple frem
whi

nes, Amglos, o
F&n

l.n'l.ll.: na &
wiisd huts ar in

ditails Tage H.§

A Hispann =eman from Lhie
Southwesi resmarked, 1 was
just tafking to & lsdy [rem
West Vieginia and | saked her
mbuat ibely destands and ahe
salil, “WE AHE DEMANDIRG
OUH LANDS That's the sams
thing we're demasding.” She
iontinued 16 explain the sirip
mlalang In Appalachia.

The peapla frem Wesd Virginis
demanding & faly ghake
Thay wert

weTe nisg
kbl poll

(e story Page Hi. The bus boml
of peeple—abouat half blagk nmd
half white—were met in front of
the building by an official who
told them the case was under in-
vestigation and couldn’t be dis-
cussed,

“We want to go in,” the people
kept insisting.

“Who do you want to see?” the
official kept asking.

“We're citizens, We're taxpay-
ers. We pay for that building
and your services. We want to go
in and see about our case,” they
replied.

“Don’t you trust your local
FBI?” the official asked.

“NO!” the people replied in
unison,

It was finally agreed that a
delegation of six would be allowed
to go inside. “They sure are
afraid of us,” a young white
woman remarked. “They can't
stand the sight of more than six
of us in one room because we're
poor.”

(Continued on Page 6)

Knoxville, Tenn:

Tigner Charged

in Marder

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Police
have charged Pete Tigner with
firing a pistol at a cab driver and
setting fire to his cab. He will be
tried in October.

Tigner was one of four black
students who were arrested on a
variety of charges and held in
jail for seven weeks under high
bond, as police sought a scape-
goat. A.J. Boruff, the cab driver,
was killed on Knoxville College
campus in March. All four were
freed under high bond after they
got & mistrial in criminal court.
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New Case against Strip Mining

(By Staff Correspondent)

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Strip-
mining opponents took their case
to the Kentucky Court of Ap-
peals on May 17. In Martin v.
Kentucky River Coal Corp., law-
yers for the landowners attacked
the broad-form deed interpreta-
tion which has allowed strip min-
ing, handed down by the same

THIS LANDSLIDE AT

= CHEFER, Rx,
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court in 1957.

Harry Caudill of Whitesburg,
Ky., an attorney for the Martins,
said the company had no right to
strip the land at all. The broad
form deed gives the company the
right to “mine” and “use” the
land, but the company conceded
that strip-mining “destroys” the
land.

wne camsed by

Clarky

Caudill also contended that s
strip mine was an ‘“‘excavation’
and not a “mine.”

Most broad-form deeds wer:
negotiated at the turn of the cen
tury. Mineral rights were ob
tained for a pittance by the com
panies. The Martins’ deed wa
originally signed by an “X” b
the farmer.

Friends of the court in suppor’
of the Martins were the Nationa’
Council of Churches, the Sierra
Club, the Appalachian Group te
Save the Land and People, the
Kentucky Civil Liberties Union,
and the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky.

Lawyers for the coal companies
raised technical objections, im-
pugned the motives of Candill and
the other groups, and displayed a
State publication praising recla-
mation efforts by the stripminers.

Strip mining continues to dis-
rupt the lives of people in East-
ern Kentucky. Last month there
was a slide on Lot’s Creek, in
Honnti Cn
L pias
o owalk miles

by, Sehood lusses roubd
vu children
reach ihe

Florida Students
Fight Repression

(By Staff Correspondent)
GAINESVILLE, Fla.—When Southern college adminis-
trators get together, they refer to the University of Florida
as “the Berkeley of the South.”

Judged in terms of numbers,
UF is certainly not a hotbed of
revolutionaries. But it has a core
of activists who, during the last
five years, have influenced the
student body to become steadily
more radical.

The administration has tried to
stop the growing student move-
ment by denying tenure to Dr.
Marshall Jones, one of the faculty
members who has been most in-
volved in it. Jones was recom-
mended by all his colleagues in
the College of Medicine but the
university considered this irrele-
vant. They charged him with “ad-
vocating rebellion,” on the basis
of an article he wrote for a
learned journal on the role of the
faculty in student rebellions.

Gainesville Jails Black Leaders

(Continued from Page 1)
cials, in an attempt to break the
fear that kept people from mov-
ing.

Soon the police were stopping
Dawkins every time he turned
around. He was charged on a
number of pretexts.

In November two young black
women told Dawkins and Mrs.
Thomas that white officers at the
city jail had made sexual ad-
vences toward them—a frequent
complaint by black women ar-
rested in Gainesville and else-
where in the South. Dawkins and
Mrs. Thomas helped the women
bring charges. The local news-
paper called for a grand-jury in-
vestigation,

Shortly before the hearings,
Dawkins wrote an article for
their newsletter, Black Voices, in
which he said:

}llciat Jury

“They have called for a grand
jury to investigate charges made
by black people against that
racist, klan-infested palice de-
partment. Well, gather round,
let me tell you this; that grand
jury is just as racist and klan-

_infested as the police department
js. I told you before that when
they got through lying, fixing,
framing and denying nothing was
going to be done.”

A few copies of Black Voices
found their way into the jury
room, and soon after they finished
testifying Dawkins and Mra.
Thomas were arrested for con-
tempt of court.

On December 27 they were
tried by Alachua County Judge
James C. Adkins and sentenced
to six- and four-month terms
(the usual sentence is 10 to 30
days). Because of their civil-
rights activities, the judge re-
fused to set bond while they
appealed, and he has bragged
about this constantly ever since,
in his successful campaign for
the Florida Supreme Court.

(The grand jury stopped its
hearings as soon as Dawkins and
Mrs. Thomas were arrested. Soon,
as Dawkins had predicted, the
jurors announced that there was
no basis for the charges against
the police.)

Meanwhile, people began to re-
act to the authorities’ actions.
Inside the jail, prisoners tore up

their cells for three days, after
Mrs. Thomas was put in solitary
confinement and sprayed repeat-
edly with MACE,

Fire-Bombings

On January 1, a rash of fire
bombings broke out. Two were
aimed at the Judge’s home; one
at the home of the state’s attor-
ney who prosecuted Dawkins and
Mrs. Thomas. Other bombs were
directed at white-owned ghetto
businesses.

Six weeks after their convie-
tions, the U.S. Fifth Circuit Court
set appeal bonds for Dawkins and
Mrs. Thomas and they were re-
leased. But the bombings con-
tinued, By mid-March, there had
been 16. The Guinesville Sun, a
“liberal” paper, called for some
action—and the police responded.

At 4 a.m. on March 17, Daw-
kins was arrested by 25 police
carrying machine guns. Soon
after, four youths were picked
up, and a fifth was arrested
three days later. All had been
active in the movement. They

were charged with bombing a

neighborhood grocery and

bonds were set at $10,000 for

Dawkins, $7,500 for the others.

With these arrests, most of the
black leaders were behind bars—
but the bombings continued.

Joe Waller of St. Petersburg
and Levy Wilecox of Jackson-
ville gave militant black-power
speeches at a protest rally April
6. After the speeches, 75 people
marched to the jail where Daw-
kins and the others were being
held. Then Waller and Wilcox
sent them home.

It was the first black-power
rally in Gainesville—the first
time that any sizeable group of
black people had got together in

a militant way. When the au-
thorities saw it, they decided they
had to put the leaders away.

Gainesville was quiet that
night, but police went to the
Thomas's home to arrest Waller
for inciting a riot—a riot which
had never occurred.

Mrs. Thomas insisted on riding
down to the station with him to
investigate the charges. The po-
lice then charged her with resist-
ing a police officer with violence.
And so three of the remaining
leaders were in jail, with bond set
at $25,000 for Waller, $7,500 for
the other two.

The assistant state’s attor-
ney later said, in a radie inter-
view, that the arrests were
“preventive measures.” He ad-
mitted there had been mo riot.

Authorities were afraid Mrs.
Thomas would disrupt the jail, so
her bond was soon lowered to
$2,600 and she was bailed out.
But the other leaders—those ar-
rested for arson March 18, and
Waller and Wilcox, arrested
April 6—stayed in jail till the
end of May, when their bonds
were lowered somewhat (Daw-
king’ to $7,600, Waller’s to $6,000,
the rest to $2,600). Graduslly
their supporters bailed them out.
Dawkins was the last to be freed.

They would probably still be in
jail if it were not for the support
of radical students at the Uni-
versity of Florida, who have given
most of their resources to defend-
ing the black militants since Jan-
uary. Now there are rumors that
some of them will soon be ar-
rested for conspiracy.

It would be inaccurate to say
the police have not used brutal-
ity. They sprayed so much
MACE at Mrs, Thomas and other

The Gainesville militants were scheduled to go on trial at the
end of June. Funds are badly needed for appeal bonds and legal
defense. You may wish to send contributions to:

Carol Thomas, 902 NW Ninth Avenue, Gainesville, Fla.

Letters and telegrams protesting the use of the prosecutions
to harass and intimidate the black community may be sent to

the following local officials:

Mayor T. E. (Ted) Williams, State’s Attorney Ted Duncan,
Cireunit Court Judge James C. Adkins, Sheriff Joseph Crevasse—

All in Gainesville, Fla.

You may also wish to write the Rev. T. A. Wright. head of
the local NAACP, asking the NAACP to take a strong stand
in defense of the militants. His address is 503 NW Fourth Ave-

nue, Gainesville, Fla.

inmates during the prizon out-
break last January that it ran
down the walls and lay in pools on
the floor. More recently, police
sprayed MACE at two women and
10 small children while searching
a house for moonshine,

But their main weapons have
been arrests, high bonds, and
the threat of long sentences.
The maximum sentence for sec-
ond-degree arson is 10 years;
Waller, Wilcox, and Mrs.
Thomas face two-year terms.

Ghetto residents charge that
the police are using the prosecu-
tions to keep them from fighting
for black freedom. More than 100
individuals and 10 izati

1

Dr. Marshall Jones

& radicalizing experience for the
students who followed the hear-
ings.

The administration tried to link
more than 200 campus activists to
Jones. But the political reasons
behind these charges, and the
lengths to which the Administra-
tion was prepared to go to stamp
out dissent, were very clear.
When the student paper tried to
run & critical editorial, it was
censored.

Defense of the black militants
jailed by Gainesville’s repressive
power structure (see story page
1) was an equally important is-
sue this year. But it was con-
siderably more difficult for the
average student to understand
and support.

The activists had been discuss-
ing black power and the role of
white radicals since 1966. When

asked Atty. William Kunstler of
the Law Center for Constitutional
Rights to bring suit in federal
court to stop the harassment. The
suit is based on the U.S. Supreme
Court decigion in the case of
James Dombrowski and SCEF
against the Louisiana Un-Ameri-
can Activities Committee. The
suit charges that Gainesville offl-
cials’ actions have a ‘“chilling
effect” on First Amendment free-
doms.

In a sociological survey taken
last month, the surveyors found
that middle-class black people
consider Dawkins to be the leader
who speaks for them. The sur-
vey showed that the majority of
them resent the more moderate
head of the NAACP, traditionally

idered their spok

Support for Dawkins is even
stronger among the poor. “Every
time they put me in jail, it does
some good,” he said recently.

“Agitators” Blamed

Yet the power structure seems
to think that if a handful of agi-
tators would go away, things
would return to normal. Mrs.
Thomas, one of their main tar-
gets, has heard the same rumor
from four people—that police will
not look very hard for a culprit if
she is killed.

Judge Adkins said publicly
that he thought the fire-bomb-
ings were the work of univer-
sity activists and black-power
advocates. The implication was
that “it can’t be our Negroes.”

One black woman reacted
against this recently by sending
in & false fire alarm, then wait-
ing for the police to arrive. “I
just wanted you to know, you
bastards, who’s been turning in
these alarms,” she said, and
walked away.

Jack Dawkins and Mrs, Carol
Thomas were convicted in Decem-
ber for contempt of court, they
saw an opportunity to support
the black movement.

Together with members of the
Afro-American Society (founded
this year at UF) they have been
the main source of publicity and
bond money for the black leaders.

Their support has taken many
forms.

They set up an ad hoc Dawkins-
Thomas Defense Committee; 18
people staged an eight-day hun-
ger strike to draw attention to
the case; and they published
White Ears, a response to Black
Voices. The newsletter tried to
explain black power and the ef-
fects of poverty to whites who
are not liberals. It was widely
distributed.

At a8 memorial march for Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. on April
6, Dr. Jones disrupted an “orgy
of hypocrisy” by local officials
who were praising King's non-
violent philosophy. He reminded
them that King stood for non-
violent resistance, not collabora-
tion, and led a sit-in. Twenty-one
people were arrested.

Students were arrested for civil
disobedience in anti-war proteats
during the year. Three people
blocked a bus when Alan Levin,
SS0C’s Florida traveller, was to
be inducted, and 12 served terms
ranging from three to ten days
for blocking a Dow recruiter. A
wide range of other activities
have taken place.

By the end of this year, the
movement had created enough
freedor to move — and enough
dissatis 'action with things as
they ar »—that groups of students
have begun to move politically on
their own.
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Louisville: Study of an Uprising

(Continued from Page 1)
Black Unity League of Kentucky
(BULK) emerged and began to attract
black youth.

On the evening of May 27, BULK
called a street-corner meeting at 28th
and Greenwood (the heart of the ghetto).
The purpose of the meeting was to de-
mand that the city fire Patrolman
Michael Clifford, who had struck a black
real-estate man, Manfred Reid.

The Police Department had fired him
once, but the Civil Service Commission
r ded his reinstat t; Mayor
Schmied, with whom final decision lay,
was refusing to say what he would do.
The black community was angry and
the Clifford case was the focus bf long-
standing grievances against the police.

About 500 black people (and a few.
whites) gathered at the street meeting.
Main speakers were Sam Hawkins and

and a program to deal with the real
pr&blems.

The next day (May 29) the city de-
escalated. The Guard was partially with-
drawn, the curfew lifted, some people
released from jail. The de-escalation
worked, in terms of quieting things
down. By Thursday, Memorial Day, the
streets were quiet.

However, during the night police had
killed a 14-year-old boy and a liquor
store owner had killed a youth, 19.
About 70 white people met that day
and formed the White Emergency Sup-
port Team (WEST). They adopted a
policy statement saying the responsi-
bility for what had happened lay with
the white community. Many people
were beginning to see that.

On May 31, the City-County Crime
Commission met. It ignored the prob-

lems in the West End and called on au-
thoriti i tigate (1) why Cortez

Bob Kuyu, young BULK leaders, and
James Cortez, a volunteer with ‘Washing-
ton SNCC.

The speeches were militant, stress-
ing “black power.” They did not call
for violence; rather they called, for
black people to unite and organize, and
thus stop things like the case of Pa-
trolman Clifford.

Finally, the speakers told everyone to
go home. People began leaving peace-
fully.

Then several things happened simul-
taneously. A city bus plowed through the
dispersing crowds—as if the driver in-
tended to hit someone. A bottle came
from where teen-agers were gathered on
a rooftop and hit the top of the bus.
Another landed in the street.

Police Arrive

Older people began to move toward
the teen-agers. I heard someone near
me say, “Someone stop them — don't
throw things” I am convinced that
someone would have stopped them—but
at that very same moment (it could not
have been in response to those bottles—
it was practically simultaneous) a police
car roared into the crowd, red lights
flashing and sirens waili Almost im-
mediately, two more police cars roared
into the crowd. (There had been no police
in sight during the meeting; we learned
later they had been parked in alleys sur-
rounding the area.)

One bottle hit the windshield of &
police car. Two policemen jumped out
with their pistols drawn.

From that moment, rocks and bottles
flew. Almost immediately about 10
more police cars were on the scene.
Police began firing over the heads of
the crowd. More rocks and bottles.
From then on, it was chaos.

If the police had not arrived on the
scene in that manner, there would have
been no uprising at 28th and Greenwood.
If they had withdrawn within the first
four or five minutes, I am convinced the
crowd would have dispersed. After that,
it was too late.

From that corner, the crowd began to
fan out to surrounding blocks; stores
were broken into. An announcement
came over the radio that the Governor
had ordered the National Guard to come
in. That angered people more. The
mayor announced an immediate curfew.
That night over 100 black people were
arrested and four were shot.

The next day, the National Guard was
patrolling West End streets in force.
But trouble broke out again — most
notably in the very areas where the
Guard was heaviest. More arrests and
shootings that night. People charged
with looting were held under $20,000
bond, those with curfew violation, $2,000
bond.

White Support

Meantime, militant black leaders were
urging the city to withdraw the Guard
and let young blacks patrol their own
streets. Meantime, too, some of us who
are white organized a delegation of
more than 50 whites to go to City Hall
to demand withdrawal of the Guard, lift-
ing of the curfew, release of prisoners
from jail, firing of Patrolman Clifford,

to
was in Louisville; (2) the role of anti-
poverty workers in the disturbances;
(8) the role of Carl and Anne Braden,
“if any,” in starting the disorders.
(They threw us in out of habit, I think,
since we have been convenient and
perennial scapegoats in Louisville ever
since we were charged with sedition for
selling a home in a white neighborhood
to a black couple 14 years ago.)
The Conspiracy

That night police arrested Cortez and
held him incommunicado until late the
next morning. The Police Court judge
hastily convened a court of inquiry on
Saturday afternoon; there police charged
that Cortez, Hawkins and Kuyu (the
three who had spoken at the May 27
meeting) were plotting to dynamite oil
refineries in the West End. No scrap of
evidence has been produced to support

this charge-—except that poiice say Cor-
tez told them that. He firmly denies it.
The judge ordered the three placed
under a security warrant with bonds
totalling $175,000.

Meantime, Manfred Reid (the black
real-estate man who had been struck by
Patrolman Clifford) was himself indicted
by the Grand Jury on a charge of assault
and battery.

Louisville seemed well on itz way to a
typical community hysteria in which the
real causes of unrest are forgotten, the
white community’s conscience is salved
by talk of dynamite and violence from
blacks, and the victims are blamed for
the crime.

But some of us who had seen this pat-
tern before were determined that it
would not go unchallenged. People from
WEST and BULK met and planned a
counterattack.

We prepared a leaflet over night and
distributed tens of thousands in the next
few days. Its heading said: “Louigville
Shifts the Blame; Frames Black Lead-
ers.” The leaflet said in part:

“On June 1 in Louisville all of the
court machinery and official apparatus
sprang into action. Why? Because po-
lice said they had heard a rumor that
black people planned to dynamite oil
refineries.

«Just four days before, police had
shot into the homes of black people. Just
three days before, two black people had
been shot dead. This was no rumor; it
was real. But no court of inquiry was
convened, no official machinery sprang
into action,

“White Louisville must face the fact
that this set of circumstances says one
thing very clearly—that when white

property appears to be threatened, we
do something about it, but when black
lives are taken we do not.

“We have been hearing much about
white racism. This is what white racism
is. This is what the black rebellion is all
about.

“What we must realize is that the
grievances of black people are very real,
Until these grievances are met, black
rebellions cannot be stopped—unless we
are prepared to crush them with force of
arms, cordon off our ghettos and allow
passage in and out only by pass, put
those who don't bow to the white power
structure in jail or concentration camps
or kill them. Does any white person
really think that he will be free in such
a police state?

“Qther countries have learned through
great suffering that you can wait too
long to try to stop a police state. You
stop a police state by defending and
freeing its first victims. . . .”

Community Rallies

Around this rallying cry, black and
white people in Louisville began to or-
ganize to free Kuyu, Hawkins, and Cor-
tez and to return the community to
sanity.

The next weekend, June 8, a protest
rally in the black community drew
about 350 militant black people and
about 100 white activists. Speakers
included spokesmen for BULK, 8NCC,
the Muslims, and other black organi-
zations, and for SCEF and WEST and
predominantly white groups.

Whether we can successfully beat back
the police state in Louisville remaing to
be seen. But in the effort, we are cre-
ating a level of black-white unity we
have not had before.

* » - »

A few years ago some of us who are
white had dreams of creating in the
West End of Louisville a sort of model
community — where black and white
would work together to the mutual bene-
fit of all. We formed an organization,
the West End Community Council, to try
to bring this about.

Today, as I ride through the area and
see burned buildings, boarded store win-
dows, and glass-littered streets—silent
documentation of the recent disorders—
I see how miserably we have failed.

It is easy to see nmow that we were
naive to think we could build a model
interracial community surrounded by
a racist city and racist society. Cer-
tainly we know now what we perhaps
gensed all along—that before we can
build the kind of neighborhoods we
want to live in, we must make some
very basic changes in our society.

Meantime—if we are to have the time
and freedom to do that—there is the
immediate task: the holding off of a
police state. That is where the battle-

lines are drawn in Louisville right now—
and perhaps throughout the country.

¢ white people protesting actions of officials
o by Snzanne Crowell)

rikes Back

it Leaders

to ‘drink and stay out late.” We are pro-
testing because we believe that education
and compulsion are incompatible. We be-
lieve that the legitimate authority of the
university is over academic matters. The
control of our personal lives, we feel,
should be left to us.”

They ended the demonstration after
two nights as a gesture of good will,
expressing the hope that the university
would respond in kind, Instead, president
Fred C. Davidson got a restraining order
to limit campus demonstrations.

When Dave Simpson, founder of the
campus SDS group, and two other stu-
dents appeared at the president’s inaugu-
ration carrying a huge banner which
read, “The emperor has no clothes,” the
university brought charges.

They were charged with attempting to
“detract from the solemnity of a univer-
sity function,” and they and two others
were charged with “actions against the
best interest of the university,” for their
part in the sit-in,

No women students were among those
disciplined.

Suspended

Although the administration sees
Simpson as the most dangerous student
activist, and has suspended him for a
year, SDS did not start the co-ed move-
ment. The group is considered danger-
ously left-wing by most University of
Georgia students, and its sponsorship of
the co-ed movement would probably have
prevented it from ever becoming a mass
movement.

By raising student-power issues for
the last year and a half, SDS prepared
the ground for the women’s movement—
and once the sit-in was underway the
students involved elected Simpson to the
five steering ittee.

Since then, the movement has become
more radical. The name has been changed
to the “Movement for Equality” and the
group is pressing for the demands of the
University’s Black Student Union. These
include: a course on black history, which
could be substituted for the history of
western civilization; recruitment of black
professors, students, athletes; an end to
segregation in housing and employment
hy the university.




A Louisville photographer risked his life and got his
camera smashed while taking these pictures during
the rebellion in that city at the end of May. At
right is speaker and crowd at street-corner rally the
night the uprising began. Below, young men raise
the flag of the black-power movement. Center photo
is of one of score of black people who Were shot,
including two who died. The photographer says photo
at center right is of National Guardsman climbing
into bushes to snipe at people. Other photos tell
their own story.

photos by
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Bobby Kennedy is dead. And
with his death dies too, probably,
the last clear chance for the U.S.
system of capitalism to prolong
its existence with a minimum of
turmoil. Bobby was following in
the footsteps of his brother John
F, who, in turn, was following in
the footsteps of Franklin D.
Roosevelt.

Their mission was to prolong
the life of western capitalism.
FDR’s patchwork of reform, aid-
ed immeasurably by the economic

stimulus of World War II, has’

run its course.

If a coalition of the same type
that backed FDR cannot now be
put together behind a similar
type of politician, those who rule
the U.S. will have to resort to
ever more oppressive means to
maintain themselves in power.
Bobby was that type.

He had the style, the wit, the
personality—in short, the “front”
—to captivate and make a coali-
tion of the majority of those
elements in the U.S. who consti-
tute the principal impetus for
basic change.

His attractiveness for young
people was clear. The Kennedy
name is much revered in the black

iti A large t of
organized labor was behind him—
the most militant segment of a
Jargely non-militant group. And
he had support among those ele-
ments of the governing class who
realized the necessity for some
surface changes in order to pre-
serve the basic system.

There is not now visible an-
other politician who can fill the
bill. Eugene McCarthy is a tired
cynic who cannot possibly be
nominated, Humphrey has all the
style, wit, and personality of a
damp cigar butt. He inspires
none but the venal. The only pos-
sible replacement for Bobby is
John Lindsay. He probably could
do the job, but the Republican
nabobs are too blind to their own
best interest to give him the
chance.

So we can expect that no coali-
tion will develop behind a ro-
mantic figure. In other words, the
system has reached a point where
it is incapable of resolving its
political contradictions for an-
other brief respite.

The political and economic ig-
norance which the system has,
institutionally, had to inculcate
in the people is coming home to
roost. The contradiction between
what the U.S. said, through its
institutions, that it was, and what
it really has been and is, has re-
quired that there be an ever-
widening gap between the politi-
cal reality of the U.S. and the
political myths the people are
taught.

The gap has now reached a
width which puts severe strain on
the credibility of the myths, for
some elements of the society. For
other elements, the gap simply
means that they react to proble-
matical circumstances in ways
that bear no relation whatever to
the reality of the problems.

Politically, they are living in a
world of myths. They think they
dee a reality which does not
actually exist. Consequently,

Instead of writing their reg-
ular column this month, the
Bradens have contributed an
analysis of the Louisville out-
break. It appears on pages 1
and 4.

The Continuing Struggle

like the man dying of thirst in
the desert who tries to drink the
mirage. Political action only pro-
duces increased frustration for
them, because it bears no rela-
tion to, and thus cannot be effec-
tive on, the real problems which
beset them.

Unfortunately for all of us, this
latter element makes up the vast
majority of people in the coun-
try. And it includes a majority
of those who govern, as weil as
those who are governed.

Those of us who think we see
the political reality -of the U.S.
and the world today, and who
think iwe see what needs to be
done, share a considerable his-
torical responsibility. And it
comes upon us sooner than we
might have expected. Had Bobby
lived and performed his political

function, we'd have had more
time to prepare. But now we
haven't.

We must now build our political
base. We must build it of those
who question the political myths,
ail of those among the governed
whose experience can teach them
the unreality of the reality they
think they see.

The task is monumental. The
time is short and we are ill-pre-
pared. We have two choices. We
can try. Or we can secede from
history and from humanity and
craw]l away to lick the wounds
we'd have received if we had had
the guts to fight.

Organizers’ Forum

Honesty in Organizing

By JOE MULLOY

(Joe Mulloy has been organiz-
ing in Eastern Kentucky for the
last three years—first as a field
supervisor for the Appalachian
Volunteers, now on SCEF’s
staff.)

One of the recurring problems
in training and working with or~
ganizers is the questiorm of hones-
ty. For some reason, many or-
ganizers — particularly those in
the white community — feel that
the only issues they can talk
about are those rising directly
out of the local community.

They think that no matter how
the organizer feels personally
about the war in Vietnam or the
insurrections in our cities, he will
be violating some sacred princi-
ple of organizing if he initiates
discussion or action on one of
these issues.

The organizer may justify his
silence by statements like these:
“The folks aren’t ready for that
yet,” “the war is not an issue
here,” or “these people are ex-
tremely patriotic and racist so
they won't understand.”

The organizer, in short, is be-
ing dishonest with people by

Challenge
in the White

Community

is trust. There must be trust be-
tween one who seeks to organize
and the people to be organized.
The only way to build this trust is
to be honest. If an organizer is
unable or unwilling to take the
same risk that he is trying to
organize the people to take, his
efforts will £ail completely. When
the people sense that unwilling-
ness — and they will — they will
turn away from that organizer.
And rightly so. .

Let me give you an example.
Organizing against strip mining
in Eastern Kentucky can be a
deadly struggle, as the events of
the last year have shown. People
have been killed and people have
gone to jail.

Last summer, during a confron-
tation between the people and the
bulldozers, the sheriff came up
the hill to arrest us for violating
a court injunction. But one of the

hiding his own (this
denies his own humanity) and,
even worse, making decisions
for the people by claiming they
aren’t ready yet. This shows a
very low opinion of the ma-
turity of the people.

A basic principle of organizing

or izers of our struggle—who
had been effective up until then—
was unwilling to risk arrest.
When he heard the sheriff coming
he disappeared into the trees and
hid, coming out only after the
sheriff had left.

It didn't make any difference

New Orleans, La:

Brown’s*Crime’and Punishment

By MIKE HIGSON
(Staft Correspondent)

NEW ORLEANS, La.—The trial of H. Rap Brown, re-
sulting in his conviction on one of two gun-carrying charges,
was a Government set-piece in which the Government and
press tried to hide the fact that it was a political trial.

The charges were not signifi-
cant in themselves. Carrying a
gun is not an offense. However,
carrying a gun across state lines
while under indictment for a fel-
ony, violates a 1938 Federal law.
This was Brown’s “crime”.

One charge is equally as good
as another if the intention is te
harass an organization to the
point where it can longer func-
tion. If it can be done legally,
through the courts, so much the
better.

Brown, who ded Stokely

staff,
bombed.
The process goes on. During
the New Orleans trial, a Sheriff
from nearby Jefferson Parish said
that his department was consider-
ing prosecuting Brown.
A Conspiracy
This was the background to the
trial. William M. Kunstler, one
of three attorneys representing
Brown, placed it in perspective
when he told the jury: “The Gov-
ernment had a strategy already
d out to get Brown at the

One SNCC office was

Carmichael as chairman of the
Student Non-Vielent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) in May, 1967,
became a celebrity after the Cam-
bridge, Md. insurrection last July.
He has spent the last 11 months
in jail, under house arrest (con-
fined by court order to certain
areas of New York), or under
constant surveillance.

Since last summer the police
and courts, acting either inde-
pendently or in concert with the
Government, have searched SNCC
offices in several cities, and jailed
a good many members of SNCC's

earliest opportunity. This was a
plot to silence this man”.

The Government attempted to
prove that Brown carried a car-
bine on a plane from New York
to New Orleans last August 16
and back to New York. The
prosecutor said that he did so
knowing he was under indictment
for arson in Cambridge.

‘Whether he knew about the in-
dictment or not became the cru-
cial issue of the trial. The defense
contended that neither Brown nor
his attorneys had knowledge of
the incident.

At the beginning, the prosecu-
tion claimed that it was under no
obligation to prove Brown knew
of the Maryland indictment. But
Judge Lansing Mitchell ruled that
intent would have to be proved.

Testimony of airline hostesses,
government agents and police
officers revealed that Brown was
watched day and night, from the
time he arrived in New York
from California August 14, until
his arrest on August 19, It was
admitted that federal investiga-

Photos by Bill Price
tors were building their case less
than a day after he flew to New
Orleans on August 16.

The jury finally chosen was
made up of nine women and
three men. There were nine white
people and three black people.

In his final summation, Kunst-
ler clearly spoke to the white
jurors when he said they should
judge Brown “like any other per-
son, regardless of whether you
like him or not. If you don’t give
him the same treatment as you
would a White man, then Black
people are going to have to as-
sume that there’s no justice for
them in the courts. Your decision
will have an effect on the history
of this country”.

The Jury took ecight hours to
digest this and other material be-
fore finding Brown innocent om
one indictment, and guilty on the
other.

Other Charges

Brown was freed under $15,000
bond while his sentence is ap-
pealed. It may he a long time
before he gets out of the courts.
The government, if it chooses,
can try him on a charge of intimi-
dating an FBI agent. There are
the Maryland indictments, and if
a politically ambitious Leuisiana
sheriff has his way, an indict-
ment from that state.

that the sheriff only threatened
us and didn’t make any arrests.
The fact was established that this
organizer wanted us to do some-
thing he was unwilling to do him-
self. His credibility was de-
stroyed and he was never again
effective with that group of peo-
ple.

A situation arose last sum-
mer when a group of people
from the small black communi-
ty wanted to use a swimming
pool previously used only by
whites. One of the white or.
ganizers felt that this attempt
would alienate poor whites he
was working with. So he cooled
out the black group and trans-
ferred the young black organiz-
er to another county.

Thus, in an attempt to secure a
base for himself the whites were
held secure in their racist atti-
tude, if indeed they had one, and
the blacks continued to swim in
the river.

The point is, if the poor are go-
ing to improve their condition it’a
going to have to be by black,
red, brown and white people
working together to defeat the
Man. Anytime whites are kept
from getting together with their
black brothers, or aren’t even al-
lowed the chance to decide for
themselves if they want to get
together, it is ten steps backward
for the movement and cement for
the cracking walls of the power
structure.

Organizers must remember
that they are people, too, and
that to be accepted they must be
themselves. It is a valuable
thing for the organizer to express
himself and to be open about his
feelings and opinions to the peo-
ple he is working with. This does
not mean that he forces or ma-
nipulates people to his point of
view, but that he merely shares
with others the fact that he is a
human being.

It is an undisputed fact now,
of course, that the war is an
issue in the Appalachian moun-
tains. The area has one of the
highest draft quotas in the
country. The poverty-war
workers who have occupational
deferments and are against the
war but who refuse to make in-
formation—just plain informa-
tion—on the draft available to
the people they're working
with, are the most hypocritical
of the dishonest organizers.

I feel that one reason why this
dishonest situation exists is that
many of the organizers are un-
sure of their own ideas and be-
liefs., Until they are sure, they
have no business trying to or-
ganize,

Organizers must face them-
selves primarily with the ques-
tion of honesty, both to them-
selves and to the people they
work with.

WANTED-
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Report from Resurrection City

(Editor’s note: SCEF staff members Joe and
Karen Mulloy travelled to Resurrection City with
@ contingent of poor people from Eastern Ken-
tucky, where they work. Here are their impres-
siong—some written by Joe, some by Karén.)

About 1756 Appalachians, 40 per cent of them
black, boarded four buses and eight cars to make
the all-night drive to Washington. I left a day
earlier, to act as an advance man . . , I spent the
first night at the Highlander tent, talking to some
of the people from JOIN and Highlander Center.
We discussed the charges of black racism and
agreed that such talk was to be expected in this
situation, and was working itself out. The poor of
this country had never really got together before,
much less tried to live together. So naturally there
was some friction. While there were a few inci-
dents, the press overplayed them all . ..

The night the Appalachian group arrived, we
had a joint meeting and rally with Hispanos from
the Southwest. It started off with an extremely
militant speech by a young black guy' from D.C.,
which scared everyone stiff. Then I thought, well,
that’s why we're up here—for exposure. But at
the end of his talk he held out his hand and said
he’d try to understand us if we tried to understand
him, and that we both needed to work together.

By the end of Father Groppi's very moving
speech everyone was amening and yelling “soul
power,” including the Appalachians. There was
lots of good singing afterwards. Jim Overdorf of
Mercer County, W. Va, introduced me and my
arrest record. Reies Tijerina, Hispano leader
from New Mexico, perked up when he heard
“sedition.”

Mauldin in The Chicago Sun-Times

One of the most impressive and memorable
events occurred when a Hispano woman got up and
told a long story in Spanish, None of us Appala-
chians could understand the language, but her mes-
sage was coming through perfectly. From the ex-
pressions on her face, the movements of her hands
and the swaying of her body we all shared in the
universal language of brotherhood . . .

Women from the mountaine who had left their
children at home and were lonesome for them
would play with the Indian children—and talk to
their mothers while they were doing that. They
got to know the Indian women as mothers and
individuals and part of an ethnic group.

There were many problems in Resurrection City
—but one of the beautiful things was the effort by
most people to really make it a city of love. In

. crowds, people didn't shove. They said, “Excuse

me, sister,” and really meant it. . .

Saturday morning our group broke into six
smaller groups to write up demands to present to
Sen. Robert Byrd of West Virginia. The discus-
sions were good and lively and some of the de-
mands were most militant.

While we were discussing what demands to
make on Senator Byrd one white woman started
talking about her problems and then she started to
cry. She is a widow on welfare, with eight kids.
They had just cut her check by $100, and if she
takes a part-time job they will cut it still further,
by whatever she makes, She was sick, and by the
iast day her problems were so great that she just
broke down and cried.

The people in her group offered consolation
and they made their demands on Byrd very
strong, for they would not let her down. It wams
one of the few times I have seen a group of
whites and blacks want to protect somebody as
much as they wanted to protect her. The lesson
—that they could not really help that woman un-
til they ch d the syst a across very
clearly.

We boarded buses for North Arlington, Va.,

where Byrd lives. Rodolfo “Corky” Gonzales,
Hispano leader in Colorado, and 20 of hiz people
went with us. The demonstration went perfectly.
It was meant to show the country that the people
of the mountaina are not racists like Senator Byrd.
About 160 of us chanted and marched and said
things like “Put Byrd in a Cage,” “We want to live
in a house like Byrd's,” and “House for Rent”. A
neighboring family set up a stand of ice water for
us, with a sign saying “Welcome.”

When the Appalachians finished giving their
cheers and chants, the Hispanos would shout:
“Viva Zapata,” and everyone—I mean everyone—
would answer in a loud chorus, “Viva Zapata.”
Then “Viva Juarez,” then just “Viva.” We were
learning a new culture, a similar oppression, and
we were one. It was grand.

We talked to people on the buses on the way
home and most were very fired up. They had the
feeling of belonging to something larger, and be-
ing supported by other poor people.

THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT
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POOR WHITE AND BLACK people from across Appalachia attended
Charleston meeting to protest racism and poverty (Patriot photo by
Suzanne Crowell).

AppalachianMeeting
Attracts 600 Poor

(By Btaff Correspondent}

CHARLESTON, W. Va.—A historic meeting of 600 black and
white Appalachians wag held here May 25 to talk about local prob-
lems and the Poor People’s Campaign in Washington.

The meeting was or ized by the Ci Action Federation,
aided by SCEF and the Appalachian Volunteers (AVs). Those taking
part attacked racism and urged all poor people to unite to win control
over their own lives.

They heard a stirring speech by the Rev. Andrew Young on the
aims of the Poor People’s Campaign. Young is executive vice-president
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), main spon-
sor of the Washington march.

Two hundred Appalachians, 40 per cent of them black, signed up to
go to Washington over Memorial Day, which they did, (Details of the
trip on pages 1 and 8.)

Welfare Protest

A highlight of the ting was the app of three welfare
recipients who were then camping on the lawn of the State Capitol.

The campers, two white and one black, were protesting allotments
they are getting from the welfare system. The Welfare Department
decides what a poor person needd to live on, and then allots him 65
per cent of that,

One of the Clifford Atcheley, Whitman, W. Va., told
the meeting: “We poor got to stick together. We need poor power.”

Another camper, Billy Ray Fleming, laid much of the blame for
West Virginia’s “stolen resources and starvation” on the “great com-
panies which control this state.” He called for welfare benefits equal
to 100 per cent of need and for a minimum income for all unable to
work.

Later, about 300 of the poor people marched two miles to the
Capitol, blocking traffic on Kanawha Boulevard on the way, to show
their support for the They tched as Atcheley tacked a
sign on a tree on the governor’s lawn. It read: “Do-Nothing Hill.”

(The three men ended their vigil June 2, when Gov. Hulett Smith
promised them he would call a special session of the legislature to

ider their d ds. Since then, one man has been thrown off

Crooked Election in Mingo County

Poll Watchers Attacked

By SUZANNE CROWELL
(Staft Correspondent)

WILLIAMSBURG, W. Va. —
Primary elections were held here
on May 14 under the watchful
eye of the Mingo County Fair
Elections Committee (FEC). In-
timidation and threats of violence
against observers began as soon
as the polls opened.

The FEC says it has evidence
of massive illegality, ranging
from leafletting inside the 60-
foot limit to buying and selling
votes.

At Sprigg precinct, a constable
ripped a camera from an observer
who was photographing illegal
activity within the 60-foot limit.
Another observer with camera
was threatened and struck by a
law officer at the Courthouse
polls,

When the polls were closed, 50
people were left in line at Devon
precinct. They claimed that many
of them had been in line all after-
noon, and that bought votes were
placed ia line ahead of them.

At Varney precinct, the totals
were held up several hours while
unauthorized persons were in the
polling place. All the votes are
cast by machine, and FEC chair-
man James Washington suspected
officials of adding votes after the
polls closed.

West Virginia’s Secretary of
State subpoenaed the primary
election records the day after the
election took place. He was re-
acting to pressure from the FEC
and the Charleston Gazette dur-
ing the last six months.

The customary canvass began
after the subpoena was received
by the county clerk. One reform
candidate for sheriff picked up at
least 900 votes in the recount.
Books for one precinct were miss-
ing and later found in the back of
a car.

The FEC began a massive cam-
paign to gather evidence in affi-
davits after the election ended.
They had asked for FBI agents
to be on hand to investigate com-
plaints, but the Justice Depart-

ment said it was unable to supply
them. Instead, the Department
asked the people to gather their
own evidence—and said it would
prosecute if a case could be made.

County Court Clerk Thomas
Chafin faces ouster proceedings
because he refused to allow FEC
members to inspect the voting
rolls, preventing them from exer-
cising their legal rights. His
mother, reportedly long dead, is
still registered to vote. (See April
Patriot).

Citizens of Mingo County have
also brought ouster proceedings
against four other officials.

Sheriff Steve Adkins and coun-
ty court commissioners W. A.
Meyers, Sr., C. J. Hamilton and
Harry Artis were charged with
“official misconduct, malfeasance,
incompetence, neglect of duty and
gross immorality.” Specifically,
the charges involve frauds and
kickbacks with federal funds.

Chafin and Meyers are seeking
reelection and Artis is running
for sheriff.

welfare, and attempts are being made to cut another. The special
session has not been called.)
Young’s Speech

The talk by Young was greeted with great enthusiasm., At the
end he received a standing ovation. He told the crowd:

“Some of our staff people said there were people down here inter-
ested in the same things we were. Well, I scratched my head and
listened, but didn’t believe it. And this is the tragedy of the South:—
that we are so long in getting together.

“The rich go to Washington to get welfare; they call it subsidies,
parity, oil-depletion allowances . .. We have socialism for the rich
and free enterprise for the poor.

“They've got my money there (in Washington) and I don’t like
what they are doing with it. Know what they are doing with it?
They’re blowing it up. There is something wrong with a country that
spends one half of what it makes on death and destruction and ao little
on life and development.”

A recurring theme was that the Poor People’s Campaign was the
last nonviolent effort that these people would make in their efforts to
get their rights.

Not that they were about to pick up guns, but if the campaign
failed they had little hope of success by using nonviolent direct
action.

Many would do more in politics, many were doing much already,
but further appeals to the conscience of America would be out of the
question if the P.P.C. failed.

Robert Fulcher of Bluefield, W. Va., who presided, said: “The
leaders of this country want us to riot so they can shoot us down.”
He noted demands that the National Guard patrol Washington dur-
ing the P.P.C.

Cliston “Click” Johnson of Partridge, Ky., leader of the delegation
from his state, said: “If we don’t get what we want in Washington,
we will have some community action that will make the Communist
Party look like a Headstart program.”




