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A LOOK BACK AT "SERVING THE PEOPLE

BILLY X JENNINGS is the curator of the Black Panthers photo exhibit at the Berkel

Blankfort of Huey Newton in jail in 1968. The exhibit recalls the party’s heyday in the 1960s.

Exhibit focuses on Black P:

® A photo archivist for the
show who was Huey Newton’s
personal assistant keeps the
memory of the Panthers alive

By Martin Snapp
STAFF WRITER

Billy X Jennings remembers the
first time he ever heard of the Black
Panthers.

“It was May 1967; I was 16 years
old. I was coming home from a track
meet, and I knew I was in for a scold-
ing because I had missed my curfew.
But my father had fallen asleep in
front of the TV set, so I was safe. The
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IF YOU GO

B WHAT: “Serving the Peopie — Body
& Soul,” a photo history of the Black
Panther Party.

@ WHERE: Berkeley Public Library
Main Branch, 2090 Kittredge St.

M WHEN: Now through March 19. The
symposium with Billy X Jennings and
others will take place Feb. 26 at 2 p.m.
W COST: Free

@ INFORMATION: 510-981-6233

story about some black men with ri-
fles on the steps of the state Capitol
in Sacramento. I was so thrilled, I
woke mv father un. And he was as

moved by the moment as I was. I
completely forget I was supposed to
get a scolding, and so did he.”

In 1968 Jennings graduated from
high school in San Diego. Right after
the ceremony, he caught the first train
to Oakland, clutching the graduation
present from his favorite teacher, Ms.
Daniels: a copy of “The Autobiogra-
phy of Malcolm X.”

He soon joined the Panthers,
working in the party’s free food pro-
gram until 1970, when he became
Huey Newton’s personal assistant. He
grew quite close to the entire New-
ton family, especially Huey’s parents.
(Incidentally, they named him after
Huey Long, the “Kingfish” of
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JOANNA JTHAMNDA

ey Public Library, where he stands Tuesday next to a photo by Jeffre,

the

“Share the wealth.”)

In 1973 Jennings ran the camp:
headquarters during Bobby Sea
race for mayor of Oakland, wt
shocked the political establishir
by registering 100,000 new voters
winning 40 percent of the vote.

The Black Panther Party has b
gone for almost 20 years, but J
nings is making sure it isn’t for;
ten. As party historian, he has s
the last decade collecting thousa
of historic photographs, some
which are on display in an exhih;
the Berkeley Public Library: “Sen
the People — Body & Soul.”

“When I was Huey’s assistant }
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Panthers

FROM PAGE Al

“Young people have
some funny ideas
They think it was all
about the guns, but
the guns were just a
symbol. ... I tell
them the Panthers
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Guns 5
from the stant, partly because self
defense resonated in the

£
X

community due fo a series of al-
leged brutality incidents,
parily all that hardware
got people’s attention fast,
That became evident in May

in Sacramento asked Jennings
to curate a historical retro-
spective about the Panthers,
just a few blocks from the state
Capitol where they burst upon

almost
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graphs, they say, 1didn’t know the

Black Panther Party was doing these
things in the community,” ” said Billy
X. Jennings, the party historian who

B Berkeley library exhibit of
black-and-whites from '60s,
'70s chronicles gentler side

AN EXHIBIT

of photographs
chronicling the
activities of the

By Kristin Bender : eye on the arts set up the photo exhibition. Black Panther
STAFF WRITER Jennings has been collecting the Party is on
: . ganization that came of age in the photos on display and will host a talk display at the
BERKELEY — Former FBI Director  1960s and 1970s. Saturday with other former Black Pan-

Berkeley Public
Library through

J. Edgar Hoover once called the Black In tandem with Black History Month  thers.

" The Black Panther P: found-
ternal security of the country. Black Panthers, “Serving the People: ~ oq b;,l Zc?r:r‘r:xunft;rl c:ﬁegirst{ugsxsxt: l;ll‘lley March 19.
But a collection of black-and-white ~ Body & Soul” will run through March  p Newton and Bobby Seale in October 0. ROSS CAMERON
photographs on display at the Berkeley 19 at the main library in downtown 1966. Though the party was based in — Staft

Public Library shows a softer and more Berkeley.
philanthropic side of the militant or- “When people see these photo- . Please see EYE, Local 6




Photos show softer side of Black Panthers

» EYE, from Local 1

Oakland, soon there were chap-
ters in other cities. Jennings
claims a membership of at least
5,000 at one point during

the '60s and '70s.

~ Jennings said the party did
good for the community that
was not widely publicized.

By the end of 1969, the
group’s free breakfast program
for schoolchildren was feeding
thousands of youngsters nation-
wide before they went to class
each day.

The group also registered
thousands of people to vote, dis-
tributed free bags of groceries to
thousands more and ran urban
medical clinics, Jennings said.

“This is something we are not
given a lot of credit for,” said
Jennings, who was Newton's
personal assistant and Seale’s
campaign manager.

The Black Panther Party was
a multifaceted organization.
Members advocated for people’s
rights to bear arms, and mem-
bers patrolled Oakland’s streets
to ensure citizens’ safety, Jen-
nings said.

The founding members —
Newton and Seale — penned the
Black Panther Party Platform
and Program, which sought
freedom, fair and decent hous-
ing, education and an end to po-
lice brutality against African
Americans.

The 22 photographs, shot be-
tween 1967 and 1975, capture

party members in their roles as
community leaders and volun-
teers. '

They were shot by Stephen
Shames, Lauren Williams,
“Ducho” and Jeffrey Blankfort,
most of whom now live out of
state and were not available for
comment, Jennings and library
staff said.

The photographs are getting
a lot of attention from patrons
just “bumping into (the exhibit)
and really becoming absorbed
with it,” said library staff
member Pat Mullan.

The pictures are varied and
include one of Maya Angelou
teaching at the Oakland Com-
munity Learning Center, a
young child eating a free break-
fast and a free shoe program.

There’s a photo of Newton
behind bars flashing a peace
sign following his arrest in con-
nection with the slaying of Oak-
land police Officer John Frey.

The collection also includes a
picture of sickle-cell anemia
testing in Berkeley and one of
George Jackson's funeral at St.
Augustine’s Church in Oakland
in 1971. Jackson was gunned
down in prison by a San Quen-
tin guard in August 1971.

The library hosts a free talk
and video screening by former
members of the Black Panther
Party at 2 p.m. Saturday in the
library’s community room,
2090 Kittredge at Shattuck
Avenue.

Listings
» Tonight — Final Fridays Mi-
crocinema; “Chisholm '72 —
Unbought & Unbossed” docu-
mentary on Shirley Chis-
holm’s historic run for
president, 7 to 9 p.m., Eastside
Arts Alliance, 2587 Interna-
tional Blvd., Oakland, donations
requested, 533-6629. '

» Tonight — Josh Workman
Quartet, with Nicole Vigil, 9
p.m., downtown restaurant,
2102 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley,
free, 649-3810.

» Tonight — Noise Show:
Sixxes, Xome, Stimbox, Port-
land Bicycle Ensemble, Mi-
cose and the Mau Maus,
Skullcaster, 8 p.m., 21 Grand,
449B 23rd St., Oakland, $5-
810, 444-7263.

» Saturday — Art, Jazz, Jam to
remember the Scarab Club
and celebrate Black History
Month; “Deep Color” abstract
art print sale and exhibit by
Rockey Jones, 4 to 8:30 p.m.,

Adeline Artists Lofts, 1131 24th~
St., Oakland, free.

» Saturday — Black Rock Expo:
Stone Vengeance, Omissa, 12
Inches, A Band Called Pain,
Love Infinity, Damond
Moodie, 7 p.m. to 2 am., Oak-
landish, 411 2nd St., Oakland,
§7-810, 451-2677 or www.oak-
landish.org.

» Saturday — The Art of Living
Black Art Tour, 11 am. to 5
p.m., various Bay Area loca-
tions, 620-6772 or www.therich-
mondartcenter.org for artist
locations and information, free,
also Sunday, and March 5 and
6.

» Sunday — Friends of Negro
Spirituals presents a Black
History Month celebration of
Jester Hairston: a Worldwide
Ambassador for Spirituals, 2
p.m., general meeting, 3:30 to
5:30 p.m,, educational forum,
West Oakland Senior Center,
1724 Adeline St., Oakland, free,
238-7016 or (415) 563-4316.



