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between two European countries. o
get there you have to follow a windi g
road that mimics the course of a on: -
powerful glacier that has carved d._-
matic scenery into the surroundi g
limestone cliffs. St. Anthony buill a
cloister nearby. Fall off the narr_ v
steps leading down to his hermitagea d
the only tangible evidence of your ¢ -
istence will be the strain of your vo Il
chords echoing off the sunbaked, -
most-white rock.

Cox is not quite a hermit or a mor ,
but seclusion has been the basis of | s
life since 1970.

As a field marshal of the Bla k
Panther Party, Cox spent frantic wee s
flying coast to coast trying to h¢ I
political rifts that erupted inside t e
party. At the height of power, t'e
Panthers were besieged by bitter, g¢ -
ernment-instigated in-fighting. Eve -
tually, the organization broke apa |
but noi before some of its membe ¢
evaded arrest, prosecution, jail ai.d

death by going into exile.

DC led the Algiers section of ¢ .¢
party then went underground in Pari;.
Except for a brief trip when he enter 1
and exited the United States mcogml J,I‘
DC has becn in Frarice éver since.
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. living creating a data base at the doc

D.C.: My name is Donald Cox. T

wammla e Nlmser Vael  wubas 1 et o~
copic in MNow Yok, whore Ispent o
| dd 4 ? ¥

‘year from April of 1969 until May « f

1970, I'm known as D.C. I was il
field marshal of the Black Panth
Party and was based at the Harle
office. I've been in exile since May 1
1970.

Q.: What have you been domg
exile, first in Algeria and then in Pari.
*D.C.: In Algeria, 1 participated
the creation of the International Sectic
of the BPP and was one of its represen -
atives at our embassy in Algiers. Aft
the split in the BPP and its demise,
resigned fronp all political associatiol
and left Algeria in 1972, I returned |

— -

"Algeria as an individual political ref: .

gee in 1974 and worked as an industri

- photographer and was responsible fi -

the photographic laboratory of the N
tional Steel Society.until 1977. [ can
to Paris, France, in 1977 and worked |
a free-lance photographer, then I bege |
remodeling apartments. I now earnnr
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mentation center of an association «
women living under Muslim laws. § .

-faf, the association covers 21 countrie:

“+’In terms of my political activities, I
have recently created an associaticn
called Black America Database, BAL .

_[’m puttmg all the data l've gatherei
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gain efficiency in its manipuiation.
am primarily interested in African (o
the continént and of the diaspora) re
sistance to European domination fron
the middle of the 15th century, when th
Portuguese arrived in West Africa, uj
until today.

The first official project since BAD'
creation is the compilation of a list of al
political prisoners in the United States
I am particularly concerned with the
way Black political prisoners seem to bt
neglected, ignored, forgotten or un
known. In most countries freedon
fighters are considered as heroes by the
general population, but in the U.S.
they are ignored. So, I want to compil(
a list, and hopefully, it can be used tc
draw attention to their cases.

Q.: Although we don’t have am
statistics for political prisoners in tu
United States, one thing that can be saic
about most of them is the motivation ir
a struggie for social values and ideal:
during the 1960s and 1970s. Do you
think the time has come to declare ai
amnesty for these people?

D.C.: Of course! Using stanuard:
from other countries, there should have
been amnesty by now. In France, fo

i .Continued on Page 1]



