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Reason Is the Victim

Perhaps no other incident better sym-
halizes the division of American thought
and leeling about the Attica tragedy
than a dedication ceremony held last
week lor Georgetown LUlniversity's new
Inw center, a few blocks from the Su-
preme Court bullding. The guest speaik-
er was Chief Justice Warren E. Burger
Preceding him, Alfred F. Ross, president
of Greorgetown's student bar association.
rellected the somber mood of Burger's
audience by making an impassioned ref-
crence o the prison nol and s af-
termath. “What happened at Attica.”
he said, "wax not merely a sensoless
and brutal ' massacre ol men whose lives
had already been unspeakably mutilated
and wasted., What we witnessed  was
bul the latest and least equivocal man-
iestaion, for all the world to see with
horror, that what we call our system of
crimmnal mastice has broken down com-
plelelv: that o the name of justice. in-
hivmamity and injustice permeate  the
trentment of those convieted of erime.”

Burger rose impassively o defiver a
saber and reflective speech. Where Ross
had spoken of “human beings” locked
in prisons, the Chief Justice—without
specific reference 1o Allica—described
convicts as the “delinguents and' mis-
s of society. He cautioned the stu-
dents that law' was not the pith to
socil reform, although he admitted 10
being intrigued by the “alluring pros-
pect that our world can be changed
in the courts™ ruther than by legislators.
It was a moderate enough speech by
A man who cares deeply  abounl ]‘FrrE-':'ii
reiorm, butl the students were nid In
4 Trame of mind for moderation
"l-l.!l'l}' ol them walked our 1o I1slen (o

Radical Attorney Willlam Kunstler in
d Aalreel counterceremaony .
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REBEL FRISOMERS IN ATTICA COMPOUND

Libel?

A thoroughly political man, Richard
Nixon Jast week seized upon Sensitor Fd-
mund Muskie's amazingly candid re-
mark (TimEe, Sept. 200 that he would
not favor a black as his running . mate
in 1972, Muskie reasoned it might keep
him from winning and thus from fight-
me for racial justice as only # Pres-
ident can,

The President, after telling reporters
he would not discuss politics, proceceded
Lo say that it was “a libel on 1the Amer-
Ican people™ 1o presume that they would
not accept a black vice-presidennial noms-
inee. The President’s reproachful tone
suaggesied  the improbable—that  he
wotlld be happy to have o black for &
running male, He also noted that sim-
tlar views were once uttered about
Roman Cutholics and DOV En haseless
by John Kennedy., Nixon sand that it
wias - very important for those of us in
posittons. of leadership not (o el o
Inrge-number of peaple in America, who-
cver they are, that becouse of the ae-
cident of their birth they don't have o
chance o go to the top."”

I'o which Honest FEd Muskie's reply

wolld have 1o be: “Touché

Showdown at Lake Powell

The Imdhan has tnken an economic
beating at the' hands of the white
muan since that gutleless tribe gave up
Manhattan for 524 in trinkers. Now
hard of enterprising Navajos in Ar-
ona hopes 1o Indian-wrestle some of
their ancestors’ money back. The group
plans- o buatld a S10 million resort on
the shores of Lake Powedl featuring o
full-scale gambling casino, They should
mine plenty of vellow iron—if the Ar-
izona - authorihies let themr get awas
with L.

War at Attice

“If we cannot live ax people, we will
ar leass frv 1o die like men™
—aAtuca Prisoner Charles Horatio
Crowley ("Brother Flip™)
AI d:44 on o drnizely overcast morn-
g last week, a radio loudspeaker
smapped out the order to attack, Through
the stimging mist of CS pepper  gas
dropped by Viet Nam-style helicopters
vellow-clad troopers set off a barrage
ol rille fire from atop 30-ft. prison
wialls,  More than 300 oficers—armed
with shotguns, rifles;, pistols and clubs
—charged into the crowded compound,
shootng as they rin. Sporadic finng ¢on-
finkeedt Tor nearly an hour. When the one-
sided baltle was over, lawmen repre-

sentime. the State of New York had
Killed 26 convicts and nine of 38 hos-
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INMATE SECURITY GUARDS LOCK ARMS TO FROTECT VISITORS FROM HAREM

Was There No

tages that the mmates had seized in the
lour-day prison not. At least 83 pris-
aners were hurt seriously enough 1o re-
GUITE Surgery,

[hit  wis
come in the

Athica. For some time to
LS., that word will not
be primarily identified with the plan
upon which ancient Athens nurtured
philosophy and demoéracy, Nor will i
simply stand for the bucolic linle towrd
that gave its name o a lurreted prison,
mislabeled a “correctional (acitv,” Al-
Gica will ¢evoke the bloodiest prison re-
Bellion m LS. hstory. It will take 115
pluce alongside Kent State, Jackson
State. My Lot and other troumatic events
thit  have shaken the American oy
scwence and incited searnng controversy
over the application of force—and the
pressures that provoke it

SHORTLY BEFORE THE ASSAULT

Other Way?

With the riol

and vuntruths, the nallon whs sorely spii

in trying to decide just why it happened

and wha was 10 blame, hHince most of At-
Hea's prisoners are black, many blacks
saw the event as vel another manifesti-
iion of Amencn's deecp-rooted racism
Newark Mavor Kenneth Gibson termed
it one of the most callous' and blatantly
TEPRTeEssliYe NCAS £VEr -|._'i||'F|l..'|._[ {al I"I'_l| & SLIE-
posedly civilrzed society.” White liberals
—anet mol  hberals alone—interprered
Atlica as, at the very least, o measure of
the bankruptey ol the U.S. prison sys-
fem. Yet rmany if nol most Americans
seemexd 10 feel that the attack was legally
and morlly justified. The Atlanta Con-
shirierron, in aosmgularly savape editorial,
supgested ¢xeculion of “the animals of
Altica” Tor trying (0 impose “kKangaroo
Justice on the ROSTpEes

New York Governor Nelson Rocke-
feller, whe had approved subordinates®
decision to storm the prison, was de-
tended by President Nixon., who soid
thitt the “pinnful, excruciating™ action
wis The only thing he could possibly
b AL the siame iime. Rockefelled
wis ulso widely denounced for needlessiy
risking lives by using so much fire-
power, and derided for initially bing
GO 8011 on the prisonears. '

I'he violence at Attica senl (rémors
throughout U.S. prisons; The FBI
wiarned many institutions {o prepare for
simlar uprisings, and secunfy was n-
creased, Hut there were surprisingly few
incudents. One uprising ook place at Bal-
Lmore city i, where some. 200 pris-
aners (nearly all were unconvicted blacks
uwintmg trmal) riotéd an the mess hall
overturning  fables and smoshing 120

and its aftermath still
shrouded by secregcy. rumor, half-truths

windowpancs. Eight guards fled 1o safe-
1y, and  officers. armed with tear pas
prompily restored order. There were
also. protests from police and prison
suards, Al New York's Green Haven
Correctionnl Faetlity, 390 puards - de-
monded assurance that the staie would
move swiltly 1o quell any similar re.
bellion at their prison—even if they
were held as hostaces and their own
ives were threatened,

The convulsion of conflicting values
and gemotions pul in gueston the fu-
ture: 0of a penpl sysiem thiat most re-
sponsible duthorties consider o dismal
totlure (5ee sram Many of-
ficials, including President Nixon, hoped
thist the tragedy would give a4 sorely
necced mpetus 1o prison reform. Oth-
ers worned about the danger of o new
rush toward repression that would make
E:"]'J."-I.l'li'lf'- eVeEn more JI'Ih:I:[!I'I--H'I.I."-

Vaolatile Incident

The eventual course will depend upon
how the events at Atiicn are understood
and evaluated., The precise origmm of
the uprising s shill not ¢lenr; what 15 ob.
vious i that the prsongrs have long
had 0 many grievances that & volatile in-
cident could have touched off & re-
bBellion at almost any thme. Attica hous-
s some of (the siate’s most hardened
crimiangds, But ot 15 also an admssion fa-
gility for new convicts, who are con-
viiced thal therr lesser. crimes do nod
warrant the prison's harsh treatment.
Al the time of the uprising, ot lense
T53% of the 2,250 prisoners were black
or Puerto Rican. All of the 383 guards
—to0 lew for that number of mmales,
im the opmion of most X peris—werns
white. Hlscks reserded the racesm shown
by puards., who pave easier prison jobs
to. white inmates and openly referrcd
[ thear dlubs as "nigoer stcks.”

The convicts also complningd aboal

paee )




the stern discipline of Supernntendent
Vincent Mancusi, an ummagzinative, old-
school warden who seldom spoke 1o
his prisoners and apparently reseénted
the hent he was getting Irom his su-
pertors, mainly Oswald, 1o loosen s
reins, This pressure was alsa resented
by veteran guards, mostly country folk
from upsiate NMew York, who felt that
they were losing control over the pris-
on population, In particular, thev found
it hard 1o cope with the new hreed of
hip, streéet-wise voung crimingls from
the ghettos of Harlem and Bedford-

atuyvesant, who spouted revolutionary
rheétoric. Almost the only communicn-
lion between Kept and keeper was the

ADMINISTRATION ELDG..,.E:-
Officers” commond posi

s aagRIaaNac
banging of clubs-against prison walls, sig-
naling orders (o line up or move

Former mmates of Arica contend that
!'-.L"Iﬂ.i]f'\' I..'l."':lrl.'ll'.l-l_"r'l'll:l-fll Wil S Tfl.'-l.'Z!IJI.:'r'IH:'l-' iil=
posed for mmor infractions, and that
bealings i the elevator en roule 10 “the
box ' were common. Theé bdx i conve-
niently located over the prison hospital,
Inmates are allowed only one shower o
week, even though many work (Ffor as it
e 35 23¢€ a day) in the metal shop.
known fs “the black hole of Caleattn,”
where temperatures excead 100°, For-
mer inmiaies claim that one bar of SO
and one roll of woiler paper is the mux-
imum monthly allotment. There s litthe
Lset vl vogutional training

Al Attuca, protests against such con-
diions . have been simmersng
1OT someée hime. Many of the s¢lf-
stvled  revolutionanes—irans-
lerréd 1o Attica from otheér pris-
ons because of themr militancy

smugeled banned books by
such wrilers as Maleolm X and
Bobhby Seale into themr cells,
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and held secret pohitical meetings when
pretending to be at chapel or engaped
m intramural athletics. They passed
around clandestine writings of their own;
among them was a poem written by an
unknown prisoner, erude but touching
in its would-be heroic style (see cut for
the first stanza).

Many of the demands that emerged
in the Atca rebellion were first raised
in July in a tough “"manifesto’ sent 1o Os-
wald and Rockefeller by a group of in-
mates called “the Athica Liberation Fac-
on.” The paper labeled Attica o “'clas-
st anstitution of authontative inhuman-
ity upon men,” but added: "We are
rrving 1o do this in a democratic fash-

Halicohplers wied for

Whaltever the reason, violence dn
crupl on the morming of Sept. 9 ;
about 8:30, when a group of inmates re
[used to lineg up at the rap of guards
clubs. for n work detail. Suddenly’ thi
guards, armed only with their clubs
were fighting: with inmates—and wert
completely outnumbered. At the timi
well under 1M guards were on duty i
the 35-acre compound (o supervise thi
2.250 prisoners. Moving swifltly, the con
victs rushed through three of the goad.
rangular cell blocks (yee cur) and s
fires in six buildings. The chapel. pris
on school and machine shop were com:
pletely gutted. Quickly producing knives
pipes, baseball bats and makeshift spean
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ion. We feel there 12 no need 1o dm-
matize our demands.”

But what, more immediately, sparked
the riot? It could have been the rumor
of brutality that swept the prison on
Sepl. 8. after o yvoung guard reportedly
tackied an mmale who refused o leave
his cell for o disciplmary’ héaring on
charges of punching another guard. Or
it could have been a mess-hall incident
the same day m which 1wo prisoners
threw a peece of glass atl a guard and,
alter the ensung scuffle. were sent to
the box: both clammed thev had been
beaten. Some prison officinls are con-
vinced thal the revolt wax planned; thes
found the date Sepr. 9 “crreled big™ on
calendars i some cells.
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fashioned from scissor blades and broom)
handles, the inmates captured puards
and civilian emplovees for hostages.

L'sang tear gas, the undermanned pris
on siafl reguined control of cell blocks
B and ¢, ¢onfinmng about half the pris-
oners i their cells for the long ordeal
But some 1200 inmates were in con-
tral of cell block D and the wvard il
[aces, LockKing gates amd even welding
some of them shut with equipment from
the metal shop, they repulsed adviancing
gunrds and shredded the hoses of pris-
on firefighting equipment.

In the revolt, one guard, Willinm
Quinn, 28, was severely injured; some]
abservers said that thev saw his body fally
from an upper floor, The hrst day, con-|
victs released Quinn and 11
other puards and civilinns 30
that they could get medscal
help. Afler being stripped. the
Fremaning gunrds were given in-
mate  ¢lothing. blunkets and
even muottresses (which convicts
in the ram-soaked yvard Jdid nol
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Blindtolded Attica hostages in cell block D two days before attack on compound.

Outside prison, relatives and friends of guards await news of hostages’ fate.




subdued prisoners stand naked in esll block D courtyard af

ter being searched.




b FNUTTELD PRIRINE AT SiNY mARATINI

Prisoners wounded during the assault lie on stretchers, awaiting medical help,

Bullet-shattered window overlocking the battleground just after the siege.




An inmote spokesman (helding microphone) addresses fellow Attica convicts. Medical aide leaves prison after helping wounded.

National Guardsmen and correction officers surround stripped prisoner (with hands on head) after recapture of Attica compeund




the Aftermath

sweet corn and rolling green hills, Red
barns and tall silver silos sit fat amiadst
fivids of goldenrod and purple wild flow-
ers. Along Route 98, small, white clap-
board farmhouses ringed with zinnias
and neatly chpped lawns are spaced
with the regularity of mileposts. Route
98 cuts from nporth 1o south and con-
nects the New York State Thruway
with Attica about twelve miles to the
solth.

Despite the towering presence of the
prison, Attica in many ways is the ar-
chetypal upstate New York community,
[is ambience 15 one of sparée Yankee
cconomy distorted by the proximity of
metropolitan. Buffalo and the lure of
markets (and profits) made availuble by
the Thruway. There are old, ¢lm-shad-
ed Victorian homes hard by one and
Iwo story frame howses of no partic-
ular distinction; in the commercial dis-
trict the new Citizens' Bank, done in
husinesslike red-brick modemn. contrasts
with the clapboard charm of Timm's
Hardware, Attica has a varviety of fra-
ternal, vouth and religious orgnnizations,
in addimon 1o seven churches, all well at-
lended on Sundays. The only movie the-
ater, though, ¢losed itx doors a few
years ago for lack of business. In nor-
mal times the most popular pastime is
cheering on the Attica Central High
schoal foothall team. Savs Salesman
hiom Hall, president of the local Lions
¢lub: “I'd consider Attica o good old
LLS.A. lown.”

The prison tragedy has clearly been o
shock to the values and ideals of Attica’s
cilvzens, There 18 a bitterness toward the
rebel prisoners who led the riots that in

many cases borders on hatred, One man
referred to them as “"outlaws who are oul
to destroy our country and burm our eit-

tes, and now want to destroy our prison.”

A woman who refused (o give her name
went ¢ven further, “Now when | see a
MNegro | feel dilferent.” she said. “now |
feel uncomfortable.” But there is also an
understanding of the prisoners’ lot. “)
felt they had legitimate eripes,” snid Paul
Krotz, one of the hostages. Others
prased the Mushm prisoners, who pro-
tected several hostanges from harm and
even death. Said Bill Harder., whose
brother and son work at the prison:
“We're not blaming all the prisoners.
some should get time off for all the help
they gave during the riot,"
a

To a man, the townsfolk insist that the
prison guards treated their charges with
fair discipline and geauinely tried 1o help
thiem. The residents feel strongly that the
riod occurred because of the “permissive-
ness” of state officials—notably Oswald,
who s ag heartily detested 3% the inmates.
"Oaowadd  was at faull,” smd Frank
Mandeville, for many vears the owner of
Timm's Hardware. “If he had cone in
right away, some lives might have heen
lost, but not on the tragic scale we have
now.” Mandeville. who still doubts that
the hostages were killed by police bullets
rather than knife wounds, insists: “Polit-
ical pressure caused Oswald to change
his story.” Like manv other Atticans.
Mandeville also thinks the assaull was
justified, “If the troopers had to kill some
of the hostages, that was their job,” he
said. "1 give them all the credit in the
world."”

In the not's wake, many #re thinking
of moving away. “Half the men [ talk
with are ready to quit,” says one guard.

HeLHARL ANNENETYN

MEMORIAL FLAG ON ATTICA STREET

Meanwhile, the town was burving iis
dead and tryimg (0 return 10 normalcy,
Some Atticans, certainly, were reflecting
on the words of the Rev. Charles F. Wil-
liman, of St. Paul’s United Church of
Christ, in o sermon at the [uneral of one

deceased paard, “"Uintil nine dovs ago, we
could believe we were sheltered from the
rest af the world, separaled as-we were
from the problems of the people in the
city and the ghettos and the rest of the
waorld, If we did not know it then, we
know it now, Attica is part of the tragedy
that s the world. Trme will heal the lone-
liness and griel we feel now, But Allica
can never return o the Atuca of nine
days ago,™

ieceptance of the final offer. Seale re-
fused, and left for Californin. As tor Wil-
linm Kunstler, a few members of the
committee have charged that he told
the prisoners fo hold out for amnesiyv;
he deniez this. Kunstier did, however,
tell the convicts that representatives of
“Third World nations are waitineg for
vou aeross the streel.™ This was an ame-
biguous—and  irresponsible—relerence
e the hundred or so demonstrators.
both black and white. who had arnived

in Attica. It could have been taken by
the inmates as a réason to hold out.

By Sunday afternoon, preparations
were under way for an assault by state
troppers and National Guardsmen: in-
deed, many of their commanders had
for days been pressing Oswald to let
them attack. Fearful relatives of the cap-
tive guards, wailting wearily in the rain,
saw powerful fire hoses carried into the
prison, truckloads of gas masks un-
loaded. A Catholic priest asked them
o pray {or the hostages,

Within the prison’s administration
butlding, the committee watched the ac-
tivity with growing horror. Some ar-
ranged another mecting with the inmales
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amed wolked o final time down the A-
block corridor (dubbed “the DMZ'™) to-
wird the prnsoner-controlled eates. In-
mates had earlier agreed that newsmen
coulld film the hostages to show that thev
were still alive, and allowed the captives
o speak before the cameras. The hos-
tages pleaded for more time, warned
agninst an assault, and urged Rockefeller
o come to the prison, "Unless Rockefel-
ler comes here, T am a dead man.” suid
sergeant Edward Cunningham, a ten-
vear Attica emplovee. Next day Cun-
ningham died in the attack.

Force Meets Force

The state’s course had been set. Os-
witld, conmsulting with Rockefeller by
ielephone and with his aides on the
scene, had decided that two final altima-
tums would be delivered 1o the prisoners;
If there was no favorable response, the
attack would come on Monduy morning.
The prisoners, they felt, were intransi-
gent, and their mood was turning uglier.
The inmates had dug trenches up to 200
feet long and fanked by mounds of dirt
o provide protection against atfack.
Crates were being wired to make them

elecincally hot, Metal tables were upend-
¢d along the catwalk leading to the
“Times Sguare™ intersection of the pris-
on’s inner connecling corridors—a route
along which anvy invading police would
certainly come. “"They wers going to cre-
ate an inferno: [by 1gmiting . gasoline)
when our men camé through,” conten-
ed one Rockefeller arde. “We had a de-
teriorating sitvation on our hands, and
we hacl 1o act before it got worse.”

Four of the observers (Wicker, Ba-

dillo, Dunne and Jones) telephoned
Rockefeller and for 90 minules plead-
ed with him fo come to Alhca and talk
to them as a means of expressing con-
cern and buving more time, "I we
could just get two hours, three hours,
more ume . . ." sad Badille, Yl ean
give vou that, all right,” Rocky replied.
"We'll stretch this [the negotiations] out
ns long as anybody thinks there's o
chance of settling it peaceably. But if |
come up and talk to vou, they [the pris-
oners] will demand that 1 come mnside

—and that wouldn’t be very productive.™

At 7 a.m on Monday, the army of
troopers was assigned to specific fune-
tions: sharpshooting, rescue, barricade
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