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It 1s an indisputable fact that the
Black Colony confined within the
boundries of these less-than-
united-states, in fighting for ita
own liberation from imperialist
oppression is leading the move-
ment for basic economic andpolit-
ical change which will ultimately
free the entire working class, To-
day, in this historical period, the
Black Panther Party has proven,
by its phenomenal growth, by the
acceptance of its program by a
growing segment of the Black pop-
ulation, that it 18 the emerging
political leader of the Black
Colony, which signifies that it is
providing the leadership of the
revolutionary forces in this coun-
ry.

1, a white revolutionary, if l am
to be true to my ideals and stated
goals, must accept the leadership
of the accepted leader of the rev-
olutionary forces, the Black
Panther Party, =

Why am [ so sure that the Pan-
ther Party has the correct pro-
gram for today's struggle against
U.S, imperialism? The effective~
ness of a political program lies
in it value as proven in day-to-
day testing {n the community, in
its acceptance by anever-increas-
ing number of the people it is
designed to lead; both of which as-
sure its ultimate victory, We can-
not, of course, prove an ‘‘ulti-
mate victory'’, but we can attempt
to determine whether we're head-
ing in that direction.

In building a revolution, there
are 2 essentials: to organize for
the attainment of the immediate
needs of the working people and
the constant developing of a rev-
olutionary consciousnesg toward
that inevitable day when we'll
destroy this monstrous capitalistic
power structure and begin bullding
a gocialistic-people’s world, What
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tactics (he daily struggle for im-
mediate gains) and theory knowl-
edge that no basic change in the
class structure will be achieved
under capitalism, that a revolu-
tion must be fought.) It is evident
from studying the history of or-
ganizations and political parties
born during the last century, that
continuing struggles on both levels
is difficult. Every group, to my
knowledge, conceived in this coun-
try with revolutionary objectives
has either fallen into the capital-
istic abyss of reformism and been
drowned in the infected mire of
attenpting to ‘‘make it in this

decaying system - (factually, the.

‘‘leaders” ‘‘make it" while the late
membership is left to float about
looking for another base, or just
to forget it!) - or the entire group
has been left out in the vacuum of
revolutionary rhetoric; isolation
from the people,

The Communist Party of the U.S,
is a classic example of revolu-
tionary beginnings. It was the first
to recognize the colonial status of
Black people, calling for self-
determination for what it termed
The Negro Nation in the Black Relt
of the south. It was only half a
theory, falling to encompass the
entire Black Colony spread
throughout the many states in the
swelling urban ghettoes of the
north, but it did recognize the
innate colonial super-exploitation
by the white power structure, It
knew the need and carried forth a
program to organize southern
share-croppers and tenant-
farmers in their desperate need
for land. Many communists were
killed in attempting to organize
the miners (Joe Hill, the poet who
sang, ‘‘Don’t mourn for me. Or=
ganize!"} and workers in other
basic industries inthe south, Above
all, the CPUSA recognized the in-
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Imperialistic struggle and many of
them fought and died in the Spanish
Civil War, anticipating, correctly
the rise of fascism in Europe
should Franco succeed in over-
throwing the then democratic
Spanish government. The CP was
the foremoat fighter for Black
studies and, most basic of all,
understood the need for a black-
white labor coalition, However, and
sadly because this is the barest
outline of a proud, heroic history,
somewhere along the road of fight-
ing for these necessary and im-
medjate demands, many U,S, come
munists got trapped in the cap-
ftalistic bag of profit-making and
became themselves, the ex»
ploiters, now engaging inreformist
activity, if any at all. Unlike other
organizations, it wasn‘t the lead-
ers, most of whom had been born
of the working class and
strengthened through union or-
ganizing in steel mills and coal
mines and southern agriculture,
who turned tail on their revolu-
tionary objectives, The CP itself
recognized the futility of all this
tn 1948 with its support of the
Progressive Party.

There are exceptions, and the
Panthers have among today’s
CPers, many active and/or verbal
- mostly Black - supporters, Per-
haps the most notable is the great
lawyer Willlam Patterson, de~
fender of the Scottsboro Boys and
writer of the original WE CHARGE
GENOCIDE petition presented to
the United Nations in 1951, Andthe
communists had on an international
as well as a local level something
else we must all learn, an es-
sential factor lacking among U.S,
“*revolutionists’’ of today without
which there will be no revolution.
There was always, a deep, real,
penetrating feeling of brotherhood
between them, andanever-present

they worked, It was this feeling
of being needed, of belonging, gen~
erated particularly from the lead-
ership In working class areas that
propelied the Party through the
horror of the McCarthy period, We
all need to feel useful, if not
vital to the movement; fighting
alone s {nsanity and leads towards
emotional, sometimes, physical
death,

But perhaps the other end of
the rope (used by the enemy to

hang d 8) is more ing-
ful,

closer to us active in the
moverment today, Here we find

tokenism to the Black bourgoise,
financial crumbs to the upper
strata of the working class, the
skilled workers, and a constant at-
tempt to buy off militant leaders,
In the last several years - in the
aftermath of the southern student
demonstrations and the Missis-
sippl Freedom Democratic Party’s
state-wide organizing and chal-
lenge at the National Democratic
Convention in 1964 - a 4th, most
insidiously clever method has ap-
peared and thrived to such an ex-
tent as to have stifled much
revolutionary activity. This {s the

dangling several ghostly illusi
organizations replete with those
who scream REVOLUTION with
every breath but who have so alien-
ated themselves from the people
as to have become virtually in-
effective, The Yipples are aprime
example, They are dedicated, 1
am sure, to their cause; they ap-
pear ready, at a moment’s notice-
to sacrifice years In prison, per-
haps their lives, But we don’t need
any more headline-making mar-
tyrs. (Self-sacrifice is often
necessary to provide the initial
impetus for a movement, It is
sometimes true that people will
act only in the aftermath of horror,
if they are not completely im-
mobilized). But today, we need
organizers: doorbell-ringing,
sidewalk pounding, people-loving
organizers,

It is essential that we know our

enemy and understand fully the.

strategy it employs to sabotage
our revolutionary efforts, The
ruling class pursues a razor-
sharp, double-edged policy of
counter-insurgency: on one jagged
side, there are concessions - to
encourage reformism; on the
other, repression - to discourage
rebellion.

The fiyst weapon is used pri-

inf; Poverty Program in all
{ts varjed forms and hundreds of
initialled extremeties. But what-
ever the initials, wherever it shows
its sneering grin, it has but one
purpose: to buy the people’s souls
in a compromise with capitalism;
to keep them so busy attending
endless, meaningless meetings,
*'skill center’’ classes which end
where they began - no jobs, andthe
people fighting among themselves
for these sometimes lucrative,
most often, peanuts - positions:
so busy, there is no time for ap-
praisal of the busyness, let alone
revolutionary study or activity.
This is the only country in the
world with the financial resources
to fight for its life by throwing
bones to thousands of its citizens.
(Think of the schools we could
build, the land we could buy, the
jobs we could guarantee dividing
up the $70 million plus flushed
down the Oakland drain every
year|) This is the fattest, deadliest
saboteur we have to combat, It is
imperative that the message getto
the people: Take the money -
Hell, Yes| Let it pay the rent
and buy food and clothes and movies
J_and scotch, but not your souls|
‘Take the money. Fight the source|
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