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Olive Street:'north of Third Street, ip Los Angeles, 1900, showing three buildings using Climax Solar water
heaters ($25). California had a major solar collector boom from 1891 to 1930 (details on po 4). Note clear skies.
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That's Harry Tanner and his wife. His parents are
Canadian, he was born in Cuba. He's a Cuban artist -
I haw some art work of his. He had a big contradic-
tion with the courts because he was a filmer and he
wan ted to just be a painter, but Cuban artists have to
have a job someplace else. So he refused to take a job
-he supports the Revolution and so forth -and
there's an anti-Ioafing law. He sells his paintings mostly
to the embassies. He's a fine artist and he couldn't get
along with the people in the film institute on the
creatille level, so they charged him and Bent him to
court. He got a lawyer and the lawyer told him to
just stick to his guns because the anti-Ioafing law was
made for loafers, and he worked about 20 hours a
day. He brought his U!ork to court and showed that he
was paying the rent and for his kids in school, but he
lost the case. They appealed and it's been at the
Supreme Court now about four or fille years, and he
doesn't think they '11 ever rule on it because they don't
want to change the law. Tanner is sort of a hero
among the Artist's Union.

Newton: Yeah, or won't take care of the baby. It's not
happening as much as it will happen because the women have
to get more confidence to take the guys in.

Brand: How'd that work out for you and Gwen?

Newton: I like to do dishes anyway, so I had no problem
with that. And I think I can cook better than she can, some
things. I did that long before the marriage. We'd been staying
together four years before the marriage.

Brand: Was the wedding a big deal for you guys.

Newton: If it was going to be a difference I wouldn't get
married. Maybe that's why I waited so long because I had a
certain amount of fear that things would be different. But I
was pretty secure at that time that we had a definition of the
situation. I was calling her my second wife because the Party
was my first, and I'm a bigamist. She accepts that.

Brand: What was your status in Cuba?

Newton: Well, political asylum. I was a permanent resident
and an honored guest of the government. That included
special privileges, like I could always get a driver and a car .
Transportation there is very bad -the buses are like a sardine
can and they have taxis but they're not enough. And I could
get reservations in restaurants on the weekends, when Cubans
like to go out to eat. I had a delegation status, so I could get
a table in any restaurant as the North American Delegate.

Brand: Was there any kind of fuss made when you left?

Newton: No. They were just concerned that I wouldn't say
anything that would embarrass Cuba or make any official
statements for Cuba. They were very intent, because every
North American that they've given an honored guest status to
has denounced Cuba. Robert Williams denounced Cuba.
Stokely Carmichael denounced Cuba, said it was a racist
state. And Eldridge Cleaver. Each one of them really let
Cuba down. I think that was one of the big reasons I didn't

.

see Fidel. Each one of those people saw Fidel. That's my
impression anyway -of course I never asked to see him. I

think it's impolite to ask to see him. But everything else

I wanted I got.

They also were concerned that I didn't use Cuba as a base of

operations, because they wanted a relationship with the

United States, so they were concerned about Party members

visiting me.

Brand: How did that work out in terms of rest for you, to

be cut off from the Party for a while?

Newton: It was good for me. I didn't know how tired I was.

I didn't know how much of a toll the constant surveillance

had upon me until I didn't have that any more. For the last

11 years I was 'obviously followed, even to the grocery store,
pictures being taken. Everyone I contacted, they were even-

tually bugged and harassed by the FBI. I don't notice anyone

on my tail since I've been back this time. Maybe their tech-

nology's so high that they can use radio beams, but it's really

strange not to be followed.

Brand: I often wondered about the ~ it's really a tradition

-of exile for political people. You just are out of it for

a while.

Newton: I got a chance to do a lot of writing on Party

history. And a lot of reading. I hadn't read a book in its

entirety in years.

Brand: What did you find yourself reading?

Newton: Just everything I got my hands on. I read Korzybsky,

Science and Sanity .a book that I had had for about 6 years.
I always said that I wanted to read it. I finally read it and I

was as impressed as I thought I would be. I read a lot of

Marx' works and Lenin. I read Harrington, The Twilight of
Capital, a very good book. I've always been interested in

Existentialism. I read Sartre, Being and Nothingness. I read

some books on Fanon. Of course I read Roots. A friend

sent me Five Rings, it's a very small work, about this Buddhist

samurai. It's a fascinating book. It seems it's all on combat,

really it's on how to live.

Brand: Were you doing any light reading?

Newton: I read some novels. Gore Vidal's 1876 and Burr.

I read a lot of Saul Bellow, whom I like a lot. I hadn't read a

novel in about 10 years. I really entertained myself. I read

about 400 books. It was really something to give the books

away. I gave everything else away and I had read these books,

but I found myself attached to them. I wanted to keep them,

but people needed them there because it's hard to get

some books.

Brand: Howdid you find so much time for reading?

.
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This is the capitol. You notice it's patterned after the
capitol in Washington.

I say that generally speaking too much of the time the Left
in the United States requires the people to make a big jump
that they're not prepared for. The Cubans don't even do that
after a revolution. Fidel said in '59 they "won the right to
make revolution:' They have to transform the man and the
woman now. They only won the right to do that.

So my whole attitude is changed as far as my approach to
people no matter what their values are. I try tp ~
stimulate their consciousness. That's one big change that
I've noticed in myself.

Brand: It took a revolution in Cuba for that to happen. Do
you think it'fl take one here?

Newton: Yeah. But I thinkthat Cuba is no blueprint for
the United States. It's a whole different situation. It's a
technological society. We would have to make our revolu-
tion based on our cultural history and the whole gestalt of
our society. Some form of socialism will have to exist in
the United States, but it won't be the Cuban form because
the Cubans don't have the Soviet form or the Chinese form.
They have a form of socialism consistent with their history.

Brand: What I'm wondering is if the United States requires
something as sudden as what happened in Cuba?

Newton: I think that some things will be dramatic. What
happened in Chile when Allende was voted in -some leftists
say, "But you see what happened:' -I say, "Yes the revo-
lution was crushed by the CIA and the dictators, but you
can't deny that a transformation was made with the vote."
Now after that transformation, perhaps, Allende should have
drawn the workers as an army around him, and then it would
have been one of the more smooth transformations that has
ever happened in history as far as I know.

Brand: One ofmy friends worked with Allende, and he says,
"I'm not sure. By moving too fast for the Chileans we may
have brought about the oppression we have now by moving
so fast that there had to be a counter-revolution." And it
then was able to stick, in a way the revolution wasn't.

Newton: That's possibly true. Or possibly after the gradual
move, the electoral process, the pace could have been moved
faster to put down the reaction. I don't know. It's just
speculation. Something went wrong. I just emphasize that
the transformation was made and not in a bloody way. But
to hold it there other means were necessary apparently,
because the thing failed.

Brand: Well, it's like love affairs. None of them are a
pattern for any other .

Newton: That's right. 8

Newton: Yeah. It's not a national problem but I think it's a
growing thing. It'll happen more as tourists come in because,
you see, the tourists will buy these things for Cubans -say,
a radio, and the Cuban will resell it for double its price on the
black market. The government is aware of this and what
they're trying to do is put more in the stores for Cuban
consumption. And they feel the only people who can really
supply them with this kind of stuff is the North Americans.

Brand: Do they get North American television
broadcasts there?

Newton: It's all blacked out. Every once in a while something
will go wrong and you'll get "Soul Train" for a few minutes.

Brand: They do that because why? It would be like having
a tourist in the living room I guess.

Newton: Yeah. They show North American movies though.
They showed "The Godfather," "Buck and the Preacher :'
They show a lot of old gangster movies because it's good
propaganda. And a lot of Canadian movies, French movies,
English movies, Italian movies.

Brand: What about job mobility? Do you pretty much stay
with whatever line of work you first get a job in?

Newton: Each job center has a school where you can go two
hours a night three times a week, and the unions put social
pressure on you to advance yourself. If you want another
job you can register in whatever ministry -of culture, of
labor, of industry -and if you get the new job you can
quit the job you're on.

Brand: What did you learn personally in Cuba?

Newton: Well, I think that my view of what revolution is
about has changed a little.

Before the revolution in Cuba there was a tradition of a
cotillion ball, like a coming-out party for the girls when they
were 16. The rich would do this. The girl would go to this
hotel, there'd be fancy parties, she would change clothes
about 10 times, with a banquet room and a lot of food.
And this was denied to the poor people.

So after the revolution many people don't understand and
they want everything the bourgeoisie had. So now the worker
many times starts saving the minute a girl is born and saves
for 16 years a few pesos a week so that they can give her this
party. The Communist Party is against this, but they know
that the people want it, so they make the hotels available,
only they cut the price and at the same time propagandize
against these parties, but they don't make a law against itor make it more difficult for the people. .

I'm going to have this one blown up, just a picture of
water with nothing on it. That's a feeling that I like
to think about sometimes.
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