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Politics

Sanctuary In Cuba

RECOLLECTIONS AMND SNAPSHOTS oF HUEY P. NEWTON

e

Its a cane-cutting machete, bur fonly used it 1o work on the yard, Tasked to cur cane, but the Cubans don't feel
North Awmerlcars dan adfust 1o the heat — it's 110° in the cone flefds, Even the Vencersmor Brigades no longer ot
cane, they only do conxtruction work. Cubans are tough. They can do (1

This shot (s very significant to me. When [ went fnte Haveng it was o night and I was many miley out of see, and |l
folid vtk for this begcon fiphe thar flashes twice every 15 secopds. Of course I oouldn 't xee it most of the time
Gecaike We were in o singll boat and the waves were 5 to 10 feet high and we only had 9 horsepower, o0 could fuss
peek ar i, It war | rksgiving Eve, 1974, The boat timed over abaut 50 vards from the shore and then ran over uE,
@l we werit-inder water and weren 't hurr and were woshed ashore. Cltha s o voleanic island and we were gl cut up
oy the rocks, but there were no broken bores.  We were reseued by the CDR (Commirtee o Defend the Revodution).

ey called Lrey af course and took uy to Trenigration. We were giesfioned there anid then placed wndér hotise |
arrest untll they could verlfy our identiny. We were treated well.

Huwy, Newron (35) s the founder (19681, President and chist Alarrar rear Havena for six months. Gwoen worked 33 3
thearetr "the Binck Panther Party, based in Oakiand, feacher ina hospital, Huey repaired ‘cement trucks, and the
Califarnia. In the fall of 1974, white under indictment for kids went to school. Mozt of these pictiires were taken this
dszauit, murder, and & tex chare, he feft the United Stares springand summer just before they returoed o the U5,

il dolgh e asvivm n Cuba, Mo ang Parry member Gwen Huey, now aur on ball, loaned us his snapdhots and FFVE LS
Founine lived (1 Havana for six months andg then in Santa o Lregd interview on what he fearned in Cubl, Contributions
Clara in Lox Villas Province for six months. where ey wers for Huey's defense fund (tax deductibiel can be made pPapalile
joined Ly Huey's chifdeen Jessics and Ronnde feare of Goen's to the Capp Street Foundetion, Suite 217, Claromont Hotel,
marhar), then they moved back to Havana for & year, then Barkaiey, CA 94708, —58
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i5 the truck repair shop where I worked. The Parry likes that one bess ofoll. [worked there ahout siv manths
It wiex required (o work 10 hours for-5 davs and then 5 hours on Searurdays, bt § worked 10 hovirs @ day 7 davi e
week walunttarily, I never worked an cars before 1o f woan 't foo pood, bur CUEry

AT P mice for e gniTwWa Y

Thia la Jesgloa in hor uniform af school. She twes a
mamibor of the Flomeers, which i ke advanced
sfudents. You start oul in the Pioneers, then you 're
i the Young Communiats, then loter fhe Communist
Farty. Jesslea's Spanish was so fluend they thought
whe was Cuban mosf of the fime

That's Gwan in the Hotel Riviera, Barbara Wallers
s there ol that time. Tt's kind of o fabulowus hotel.
Usuafly we stoyed at the Hotona Libre,

Stewart Brand: | gather that you and Gwen Fountaing wel
married in Cuba?

Huey Newton: Yieah. We were married In 8 wedding Tl
where a lawyer raads the cergmaony, and the family codz i
read which says that by Cuban ldw the male has 1o taks
the responsibilities of child care and howsecieaning and
cooking, or elss you can go to jail

Brand: Do they indict people for that? Some iy c-::m!ri

and seyvs ha won't wiash the dishes !

"
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That's Harry Tanner and his wife. His parents are
Canadian, he was born in Cuba. He’s a Cuban artist —

That's downlown Havgna from Tanmner's balcony.

I have some art work of his. He had a big contradic-
tion with the courts because he was a filmer and he
wanted to just be a painter, but Cuban artists have to
have a job someplace else. So he refused to take a job
— he supports the Revolution and so forth —and
there’s an anti-loafing law. He sells his paintings mostly
to the embassies. He’s a fine artist and he couldn’t get
along with the people in the film institute on the
creative level, so they charged him and sent him to
court. He got a lawyer and the lawyer told him to
just stick to his guns because the anti-loafing law was
made for loafers, and he worked about 20 hours a

day. He brought his work to court and showed that he
was paying the rent and for his kids in school, but he
lost the case. They appealed and it’s been at the
Supreme Court now about four or five years, and he
doesn’t think they’ll ever rule on it because they don’t
want to change the law. Tanner is sort of a hero
among the Artist’s Union.

Newton: Yeah, or won't take care of the baby. It's not
happening as much as it will happen because the women have
to get more confidence to take the guys in.

Brand: How'd that work out for you and Gwen?

Newton: | like to do dishes anyway, so | had no problem
with that. And | think | can cook better than she can, some
things. | did that long before the marriage. We'd been staying
together four years before the marriage. :

Brand: Was the wedding a big deal for you guys.

Newton: If it was going to be a difference | wouldn’t get
married. Maybe that’s why | waited so long because | had a
certain amount of fear that things would be different. But |
was pretty secure at that time that we had a definition of the
situation. | was calling her my second wife because the Party
was my first, and I'm a bigamist. She accepts that.

Brand: What was your status in Cuba?

Newton: Well, political asylum. | was a permanent resident
and an honored guest of the government. That included
special privileges, like | could always get a driver and a car.
Transportation there is very bad — the buses are like a sardine
can and they have taxis but they’re not enough. And | couid
get reservations in restaurants on the weekends, when Cubans
like to go out to eat. | had a delegation status, so | could get
a table in any restaurant as the North American Delegate.

Brand: Was there any kind of fuss made when you left?

Newton: No. They were just concerned that | wouldn’t say
anything that would embarrass Cuba or make any official
statements for Cuba. They were very intent, because every
North American that they’ve given an honored guest status to
has denounced Cuba. Robert Williams denounced Cuba.
Stokely Carmichael denounced Cuba, said it was a racist
state. And Eldridge Cleaver. Each one of them really let
Cuba down. | think that was one of the big reasons | didn’t
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see Fidel. Each one of those people saw Fidel. That's my
impression anyway — of course | never asked to see him. |
think it's impolite to ask to see him. But everything else

| wanted | got.

They also were concerned that | didn’t use Cuba as a base of
operations, because they wanted a relationship with the
United States, so they were concerned about Party members
visiting me.

Brand: How did that work out in terms of rest for you, to
be cut off from the Party for a while?

Newton: It was good for me. | didnt know how tired | was.
I didn’t know how much of a toll the constant surveillance
had upon me until | didn’t have that any more. For the last
11 years | was obviously followed, even to the grocery store,
pictures being taken. Everyone | contacted, they were even-
tually bugged and harassed by the FBI. | don't notice anyone
on my tail since I’ve been back this time. Maybe their tech-
nology's so high that they can use radio beams, but it's really
strange not to be followed.

Brand: | often wondered about the — it's really a tradition
— of exile for political people. You just are out of it for
a while.

Newton: | got a chance to do a lot of writing on Party
history. And a lot of reading. | hadn’t read a book in its

entirety in years.

Brand: What did you find yourself reading?

Newton: Just everything | got my hands on. | read Korzybsky,
Science and Sanity, a book that | had had for about 6 years.
| always said that | wanted to read it. | finally read it and |
was as impressed as | thought | would be. | read a lot of

Marx’ works and Lenin. | read Harrington, The Twilight of
Capital, a very good book. 1've always been interested in
Existentialism. | read Sartre, Being and Nothingness. | read
some books on Fanon. Of course | read Roots. A friend

sent me Five Rings, it's a very small work, about this Buddhist
samurai. It's a fascinating book. It seems it’s all on combat,
really it's on how to live.

Brand: Were you doing any light reading?

Newton: | read some novels. Gore Vidal’s 1876 and Burr.

| read a lot of Saul Bellow, whom | like a lot. | hadn’t read a
novel in about 10 years. | really entertained myself. | read
about 400 books. [t was really something to give the books
away. | gave everything else away and | had read these books,
but | found myself attached to them. | wanted to keep them,
but people needed them there because it’s hard to get

some books.

Brand: How did you find so much time for reading?
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That™a Bl Brent, He'sa Panther. Hoe hifacked o plane
In "68, and he's bean in Cubo eier since.  Hi just yradu-
dted from e Unlverzity of Havana where ha'll be
teaching in Spanish history arnd lengioges — French
and English.  He's a memiben of the COR and & membar
of the North American Union, He's wvery respocted
there, MHe's the only North Amorican skyjacker who's
really made an adifustmeni to the Cuban life. Just
about all the ather skyjochkers “— thay have about I35

— gre i big frouble wilh the Cuban gopernment for
welting inta bleck morkéeting and off agria of things,
They 've gone o prison several times in facl, after they
ot dul For fnvading the integnity af Crpban territory.

Newton: | only workad at the truck shop for 6 months. When
| taught-at the University of Havapa, that was ona part-tima

basls, | tsught the History of Social Moverments to small work-

shop groups.  That was only & couple of hours a waek.
Brand: What was thie Linversity like?

Nawton: 1t was differant, because everybody there was InTer-
estod in ' learming, That was differant thon scheols |'ve bean
to and lectured at hore. They're really interested in thelr
finlg, anel international politics, There's o direction. Hore
you fowe 8l thess things happening and dispgreements, There
you get this singleness of purpose, Irom the university 10 the
cane fields. ¥ou gat the fesling you're a member of a collec-
tive, the whole country's a collective, and vou're warking 10
make life bottar thers.

Brand: How does that campare with what you saw in China?

This is right'out in front of my home at Alamaor, aboul

therm are similar fo the onds [ was [iviag in.
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Elgine Browrn, the Panther Party Chalrpemean,
camae (o vislt in I8TS,

S0 miles from Hovene They'm buflding o sporia |
vladdivm here to seal 20,000, The apartmenls acrage |

l

Mewton: 1t was similar in China. But China is such abe
taking thing because it's so huge. And the Chinese way of
going about things s much more efficient | would say. |
like clockwork. And Cubais more of a lad-back thing, i@
maore relaxed, For instance if 2 Cuban tells you you'rr gol
somawhere at § o'clock, if you actually come at-B-and 1
10, they'll think you're crazy. In China if someone's goisy
to pick you up at 8 o'clock, a1 twa minutes of 9 you cng
expect & knock on the doar, And then the Chiness have g
relaxed way of sitting down with a cupof ea like they'
going to st there for two hours, and then straight-up6, M
one will just get up and start backing out to the door i
they re still talking. Of course | was in China only aboaf:
20 days, and Cuba 3 years. Cubans have more of a Black
culture, | could feal more of 2 part of it. | was strictly
obgervar in China, and | felt Integrated into Cuban jocbey

Brand: What's differant in Cuba from here?

MNewton: | think the fealing that truly everybody |s ah
gxtended family, and the concern for everybody else’s y
If you borrow soma {lour or some2 meal from someona, T d
insult 1o give them that back. | you gat some extra bes
something, you'd give them that ard then thiy wrrtifel b
happy because it’s like a gift. You never have 10 worry
someon watching kids, because the whole bullding is gh
to do it, Everyone's in the COH, and they meet once 2 Wl
Hera it's a feeling of alienation, and there it's a collective
That's outside the political thing. They're interested in e
other's life in a brotherly way.

Brand: s there much crima?

Newton: The crirme rate is rélotively low, but it's rising, i
SBEMS, 08 MOre Tourists comae in.

Brand: Why?

Mewton: Well, because you have scarcity, numbear one, =1
thing's on retion, and then these toursts come in with big
maniy, spending it. So around the hote! area the arims s
is going up, but it's not going up in the countrysida; A8
stores around the hotels are considerad tourist ytores 1
can’t buy there So you get some Cubans giving tourist s
10 buy tham things — redios, watches from Japan, and q:
forth. Faor tha Cubsn government, of courss, the stons
way 1o buy foreign money in order to enrich their econpogs
But just this display of things that peophe can't have, &
ather people do have, creates a certain amount of crifms
— purse-snatching and rabbery

Brand: Usually when you have a controlled seonomy yai
a fair amount of black market activity, Is there much ol
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| You notlve i1y patterned afler the

This l& The edpifol,
| cup(fol (n Wasfiing ton |

Newton: Yeah. |1s not s national prablem but | think it o
growing thing. 1" happen more as tourists come in because,
you see, the tourists will buy these things far Cubans — say

o radio, and the Cuban will resall it for doutile it price on the
Black market, The government wawam of this and what
they e trying to do is put maore in the stooes for Cuban
cansumption, And thoy feel the anly people who can really
supply them with this kind of stuff js the North Amsericans

Brand: Do they gat North Amurican television
hrogdcasts thore?

Mawton: 11"y all o ked out
wall o wiong end yau'll gt ""Soul Train®™ for g Taw minutes

Evitry ancs in g whitle somethy ng

Brand: Thay do tha
a tounst in the hving room |1 Quesy

bircause why £ 1t would be ke having

Newton: Yesh, Thoy show North Armerican movies thiotigh,
They showed “The Godfather,* “Buck and the Preacher.”
Thay show o lat of ald QangsTEr miovies becaiss 1ty good
propaganda. And @ lot of Canadian movies, Freach movies,
English moviey, Itaian miovies,

Brangd: What abour jobs mobility? Do vou pretty much stay
with whatover ling of wark yiau firat got o b in?

Mewton: Each job center has 4 sehaol whenr you can ge tee
fiours o might thres times o week, and the unions put social

I ou want another
try — of culture, ol

pressure on you 1o advance yoursel!
Job you can register in whatever mi
labor, of industry — and (F yau gar 1the new job vou ean
aquit the job vou're an.

Brand: What did yvou learn pesonally in Cuba?

Newton: Well, | think that my wiew of what revolution i
aboat hes chunged a little

Befora the revalutian in Cuba there was 5 treditian of a
catilibon ball, like a coming-out party {ar the girls when they
were 16, The rich would dothis. The girl would go To this
hotel, there’d be foney parties, she would change elothm
about 10 times, with @ banguet room.and a-lot of faod.

And this was denied 10 the poar peaple

S0 after the revolution many people don't understand and
they want evecything the baurgeoisie had. So now the warker
many times starts saving the minute a girl s born and saves
far 16 years 3 fow pesos 0 week s that they con give ber this
party. The Communist Party s against this, but they know
that the people want it, 55 they makes this hotels available,
orly they cut the price 2nd at the same nme proapoagandize
ageinst thase parties, but thoy don't make | BgEinist it

or make it mare difficult for the peop
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I sy thot generally spesking too moch of the time the Left

in the United States requires the people to make a hig jurnp
that they're not prepared for, The Cubans don'i sven do that
sfver o ravolution. Fidel said in “58 they “won the right 1o
make revalution,” Theay have 1o transform the man and the
winTian now, Thay only won e right to do thot

So my whale sttitude is changed as far as my approach 1o
people no matter what thoir values-are, | try to 5'?':'i"
stimilate their consciousness, That's ane h.-g-1 hangs that
I've noticed in myself

Brand: It tooka revalution in Cuba far that to Bappen,. Do
v think n*If taks one hers?

Newton: Yoah, But | think that Cubais no blusprint lor
the United Stated. It's a whole different srcuation. 1t o
technological society. We would have to make our revoli-
tien Gised on our cultural bistory and rhe whole gestalt of
our society, Some form of socialism will have to exist i
the Unated States, but i1 won't be the Cuban form because
the Cubwns don't bave the-Saviet form ar the Chinese farm
They have a form of socinlism consiatant with their history

Brand: What I'm wondering is if the United States réquires
something as sudden as what happensd in Cuba?

MNewtan: | think that some things will be dramatic. What
happenad in Chile whitn Allende was voted in — some leftists
say, "Bul youser what happened,” — | say, "Yes the revo-
lurioh was crushed by the CLA and the dictarors, but you
can't dany that a transformation wos made with tha vore "
Mow atrer thar transformation, perheps, Allende should have
drawn the workers g an army around hirm, and then mt would
have been ane of the more smooth transformations that has
wver happened in history as far as | know,

Brand: One ot my friends worked with Allende, and he says,
"I'm niot sure. By moving too fast Tor the Chilaans we miay
v browght about the oppression we have now by moving
0 fast that thers had to be o counterrevalution.® And it
than was able 1o stick, in & way the revolution wasn't

Newton: Thot's possibly trus, Or possibly atter the grodual
imove, the tlectorsl process, the pace could have bean ol
faster to pur down the reaction. | don't kinow. It's fuist
sprculation. Something wont wrong., | [ust ermphasiza that
thit transformation was made ang not im & bloody wiay, But
To hold o there other means were nacessary apparently,
bocause the thing lailed,

Brand: Well, 11"s like love affairg, None of them are a

pattern for bry other.

Newton. That's right, =

I'm gaing fo feve thiv ane Slown up, judl a picture of
water with nothing on {t. That's a feeling that I like
fx think abaul somae tires
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