Within a week of his release from
a three year jail term, Huey Newton,
Supreme Commander and Minister of
Defense of the Black Panther Party
gave this exclusive interview to
Sechaba, The interview was arranged
by the Africa Research Group with
the assistance of Karen Wald, We take
this opportunity to pay tribute to Huey
Newton, a great revolutionary leader
of the heroic Black Panthers,
SECHABA: Mr, Newton,velcome back
from jail and thank you for granting
us this interview, First we would like
you to explain the relationship between
the Black Panther Party and Black
Power movement,
HUEY: The Black Panther RFafy giew
out of the Black Powar |r1n'r|F|mﬂn' II$
the Party transformed the fdeglogy of 4
Black Power, into 8 soctalist {deology,
a Marxist-Lenintst ideology. The Black
Power movement has a tendency to have
a capitalistic orientation along the lines
of what Marcus Garvey talked about
the kind of organisation that Elijah
Muhammed has, that is based upon
Black capitalism, The Black Panther
Party feels that not even the Black
bourgeoisie will be able to compete
with imperialism whose cengral, basée
is here in North America, The iTnited |
States is the central hase of the
bourgeoisie, and this |z becanse this
country is really not a nation any
longer, it's an empire that controls
the world, through economics or
through  physical force - military
might, Even the Black Panther Party
has transformed this movemaent (nto a,

socialist movement ahd we Bave hesy
come not nationalists, like the Plack,
Power movement in tha past but inrer-
nationalists,

The bourgeoisfﬁ’rl:dt 5 based here
in  America h an’ Sintéepat] onal
character, because it exploita the
world, it controls the wealth of the
world it has stolen, usurped the wealth
of the people of the world, including
thepeople who are inthe Black colony
here in America and who were stolen
from Africa, We feel that the only
way that we can combat an interna-
tional enemy is through an interna-
tional strategy, unity of all people
who are exploited, who will overthrow
the international bourgeoisie, and re-
place it with a dictatorship by the
proletariat, the workers of the world.
And we feel that after imperialism is
destroyed, nationhood will no longer
be necessary; the state will then wither
away; then the whole world will belong
to the people and the old national
boundary lines will no longer exis:,
We think that the movement is at this
stage, we think that the dialectics are
now breaking upon taking socialism,
social ideology to its final goal: com-
munism and the absence of statehood.
SECHABA: Do you want to say a little
about the programme andprogramnmsa
of action in the iminediate future for
the Party and for yourself,

HUEY: Our programme is armed
struggle, We have hooked up with the

peovle who are rising up all over the
world with arms, because we feel that
only with the power of the gun will
the bourgeoisie be destroyed and the
world transformed, We feel that the
imperialists will not become Buddhists
overnight, they will not lay down their
butcher knives, Therefore the people
will have to use certain measures to
restore peace to the world and to
restraln the madmen who’re running
amuck throughout the world oppressing
people everywhere, The world enemy
number one is the ruling circle in the
United States of America, Wz view the
United States as the ‘city’ of the world
and all the other countries as a
'5:-'*1517{'}«':-'-{99.' ] 1 L i, R

| Az bn ~.~=»1.1r‘r"'_.r begomes ) frees i
mak e--' each country stronger becausc
it devclops a base of liberated ter-
ritory so that we’ll be in a better
gtrategic position to fight, and also it
'g-lal b cffe nrép in cyrclig off e raw
n]ﬂl:erlniu thiat {1:1|1L~rlnl: il needd to
fond it fAgrocles hepe aghame, Wa'll
glowly strangle imperialism by freeing
one country after another. This is why
we support the brothers and sisters in

%qutlﬁ:fn Arigy anpd” thoas whymarey

gi:llfu:.- in, MNorthern / Africg Tor
||_1-;_.L sfc,  goels gnd agdlngr gapi=y
talsfm, “agatndt imperialfem; as well |

as the brothers and sisters in Asia

and Latin America, We support all

struggles where people are struggling

for freedom, and we also support our

European brothérs and sisters who are

struggling ro overthraw the bourgecisia

InFthelr eolntry, While wa'are not

nationallsts, we supporr natiohal wars!
of independence because this {s a step

again towards. cutting ‘off the Interpa-
tlonal bourgetiafe which s home haséd
i the Udited Stares, We féel thar trery
country has a right to be nationalistic
at this point as long as they are inter-
nationalists at the same time, We feel
that Black people in America have a
moral right to claim nationhood be-
cause we are a colonized peonle, But
history won’t allow us to claim
nationhood, because it has bestowed an
obligation upon us; to take socialist
development to its final stage, to rid
the world of the imperialist threat,
the threat of the capitalist and the
warnomper,  Once he is destroyed
then there will be no need for nation-
hood, because the nations won’t need
to defend themselves against the im-
perialist, because this is the most
powerful imperialist country in the
world, and other imperialist countries
depend on the backing of the U.S, At
this point the imperialist i{s running
rampant, so any country has a right
to claim nationhood or be nationalist,
as long as they are internationalists
as well,

If they are nationalist alone then
they are chauvinist, If they are both
nationalist and internationalist, they
realize that they need liberated ter-
ritory but they also realize that thelr
interests are the same as every other

: boui’g%i:é 'id

peoples interest who are figh
against imperialism, While we resp
your fight for nationhood and in
pendence, and we struggle with y
we feel that we must destroy the v
necessity for countries to be natic
in the first place, And this isthe wh
idea of making the world aplace whe
territorial boundaries will no longez
necessary,

SECHABA: The leadership of the Bl:
Panther Party has come under w:
severe attacks during the past ye
Can you tell wus what effects tt
attacks have had on the Party?

HUEY: The repression breeds res
fance, We feel that by virtue of
fact that we are belng attacked, :
the atracks are extremely vicious,
know that we mustbe hitting a sensit
spot, We have the fascists disturl
and they are running amuck sim
because we are threatening them, we
threatening their very foundation, th.
very existence, Otherwise they wo
try to pretend to the world that tl
is democracy and they would supp
our right to freedom of speech. ¢

right fo Preedom of the press and «
right topolitlcal activity, But all the
so-talled democratic civil rights

denied the Rlack Pa
is the Vanguard of the people, becau
the Party must be hitting a sensiti
spot, it must be a threat to the burea
cratic imperialistic capitalist, We
welcome all attacks, W2 willovercor
Jall acles ;and advance wave up
rid the world of t
destroy all of t
monsters, and the whole world w
belang to the people.
SECHABA¥ Do yqu believe there a
cvoﬁtion‘tyu, possibilities in t
United States?
HUEY: [ would like to emphasize th
without the people of the wor
struggling against imperialism,
would have a very weak position
work from here in the United States
wiich 1 am calling the urban area
the world, Burbecause we know we ha'
friends, comrades-in-arms who a:
fighting the same enemy that we a
fighting, we feel that what we’ve doi
is just open up a new front, We shou
say we are attempting to open up
new front, because we don’tclaim an;
thing that we haven’t done, But we a;
advancing the fight, we’re strengthe:
ing our strategy of resistance ai
attack, We can do this because v
realize the Americanfascisttroops a;
being divided because the people of tt
world are struggling against them, W
encourage - we admire, we have gre:
admiration for socialist or communi:
guerrillas all over the world, We fe:
we will never be free until mar
colonized people are free, We notic
that in most revolutions wher
guerrilla kind of tactic was used, tt
urban area or city was the last are
to be covered, and that bases opene
up first in the countryside, We se

nther Party, whi



now many bases opening up in the
countryside, We have advanced to the
point where in many areas we've gone
from guerrilla, to a kind of pecple’s
army that can operate with a face to
face, head-on collisfon with the im-
perialist. This is only; bacause of the
great perseverance and grant strength
that you have shown, and that the people
of the world have shown, While we're
being attacked from the left and from
the right and from all sides, we'ra
gtill trying to follow your examples.
Wa realize thar you're also being
attacked from all sides by the enemy,

Because you are drlving on you've

given us strength to-drive on. 50.0n-
ward to yicrory, We will someday mt%lﬁ
and celebrace our vicory, '!_}ecﬂunﬁ

know we will have thar, = .

THE GUERRULLA BAND 15 OUR EX-
AMBLES i
SECHABA: What has heen the:maost
1|nl;|m,-tggt inaplration for the Biack
Panthers? ]

HU 3¥: 1 think that not only Fidel and)
Che, Ho Ght Minh and'Mao, and Kim
1l Sung, Tt alsc all' the guerrilla
bands that'have been operating in Mo-
zamblque ‘and Angola, and the Palas- |

tinian guerrillas who are fighting fora
soclallst world, I think they all have |

been great Inspiraton for the Black
FPanther Party, As ['ve sald before,
Iu:jﬁ"reruxarn;}lcsut_q.u:'thuﬁé. derrilla
bagds. The guerrillas  wha are
operating in.  South  Airies  and
numarous other countries all have had
great influence, We study asd we follow
thelir example, We are

very Interested in the scrategy that's: /

being used in Brazil, which is an ur-"
ban area, and we plan to draw on
that, And we've certainly been in-
fluenced by all of the people who are
struggling  in the world, Az far as
contral [sconcerned, our Centra’ Com-
miree controls our Party, But I won'c
deny the influence, We don't consider
that question an accusation, because
I think wa all should learn from 2ach
ithar,
iECHABA: Last year there was &
Infted Fronr - the Marional Conference
0 Combat’ Fasciam which [ncluded a
wmber of groups, among them 503,
he Duboiz Club, the Communlst Pazty
of the United States, What is the
Hack Panther Farty policy on this kind
if relationship?
iUy sug pollcy 18 that we are
‘riends with all Marxists, want coali-
‘ions and allies within this country and
111 over the world, We could never
wve success without a popular move-
near'= and when U speak of ‘popular’

maan It in the truest sense of the
wwed, In the internationalist sense, Wa
iave to have a popular mnss in ordsr
‘o achleve victory, because victory s
1ot for us, it's for the people, There-
fore the people mizst ba conaldered aad
he people must take a part in the
irugrle @ every level,

We vlew part of our role 85 a vdn-
niard, that we muat educate tha people
If W wriencate them and provide

an understanding of the social forces

that are o operation and thedialectlcs
| ar the time, We canonly do this through
| Anvolving the people fn pracrical ap-
| plication, and involving themn at every
H level of the srruggle, And we do have

relationshlps and coalitions and just
comradely love and work with all these
groups, and we hope to even expand
thils to other groups - some weéhaven't
svenheardof,
SOLIDARITY [N ARMED STRUGGLE
SECHABA: Would the Black Punther
- Party like to =g up or establish more
direct contacts with, the liberation

struggles of Africa, Latin Amerlza and
Astal ol 1 ) %

I A
HUEY: Ves wo think that we can learn
SysiLmore frdimieach otiex 5 e were
to establish better meaus of cominuni-
catlons, One, of the chiel difficultes
s a matter of commuicaclons. It is
an international struggle - the Black
Panther Party even thinks in terms

of a new International, anInfernational
ba.#ed}!' upon armed stroggle aad the
soctalistldeology, because
International that exist/now s some-
what daterlopared, as far as the Thizd
Werld 1s  concerned, especlally the
Third World countries {nvolyed B

Larr ed combir, Tae International has  lAnd the people, maybe,

-stepped and crivicized many of

& armed struggle tactle as belng 0o helpful o s

hasty and without enouhi arthodox poli-.
tlcal development, Wa see the need o
overthrow the evil gentry and corrupt,
offlcinls and we see only one way roda
this: we don't beliove we can do it
through negotiation ar elscrorial
politice or any kind of noa-violent
means, The enemy is & vlolent man
and wa must trear him in an ap-
propriate way,

SECHARA: And  more specifically,
would you be {nterested {n having con-
tact with the liberation movement of
Southern Africa and, if so, In what
form? y
HUEY: As you know, wa've offered
troops to the Vietnamege people to show
our finternational solidaricy. At the
game (ime we also made It clear
that we would send troops or Offar
troops to any of our [riends who would
accept them. We think the ultimara
gosture of friendship that we could
offer I to send our comrades to shed
blogd on your soil in the name of
freedom, in the Interest of the people,
and agilnst the Imparialise enemy,
there |3 anything else that we can do
other than o struggle to break the
chains that shackle us, thén lot us
know about thar, and we will be willing
o considor it

SECHABA: I there mass interest in
the United States shout the stroggle
in Southern Africa? Whal can Sechaba
do to publicize the South Avrlcan Te-
yolutlon among the Bilack peoplz in
thia | lal =g Suares]

:Eg natlonal wirs of independonce and

e o

HUEY: W, the Black Panther Parry,
are a vanguard group, 80 necessurily
we're  more enlightened than  the
masses and We d7a very interested in
the international scope of things, The
people are as people all over the world,
s tled up and so lovolved In their
survival from day to day, that much
of the time they overlock, or they
don't understand  the BT
nature of rthe struggle, That {8 3
it 18 our duty - one of our flratdu
- 1o ralse the conscipusness of the
e through education, We wa
moze rmation about
struggle in Southern Africa, We are
familiar with it right now, but we
would ke more tgl':hrmil_:{un onyour
rmed struggle an at the guercillas
;F?dulng. Eglma_t_ wmaﬁ%ﬂ this
information, We  would ke fllm
footage: we have trucks that we drive

around in the community and show

¢ feel the

films to people that walk Inthe atreats,
. For| example we have films of the
revolution rhat took place in Algecis.
The communiry is very impressed with
that kind of thing becduse they 'can
easily gee the relationship between the
way the French treated the Algerians

~ apd how we're ireated in this country,

-

And we have o motto In the Black
Panther Parry which ls an old saying:
‘g picture is worth athousand words',
they don't raad

much as they s 8o we found
our political education that c's very
how filma, If you have any

plorures or fllm footage you can get

o, ug, | will assure you that It will
be abown {nside of the Black car
munity, the Chinese community, |
Tndian

munity, :gﬁ @ are poo

in this country who are now becoml
{nvolved in the commeon strugtle, dnd
wo're involved with them, apd we hope
this narional kind of’fovolvementiol
many ethnic groups will ald us-in
releting to the people, to help them
nake that Jump to ldentify with peo-
ple In other countries who may he
fram other ethnic backgrounds; other
cultural backgrounds,

5o that's how you can help us, And
‘on our side we can send you soin?
mor= tapes and mayhe some film
footage af things that we're doing 2 1
thinga that hadpens to us In this
country. ¥
Al POWER TO MH 7 Ha
Jootnote:
The abowve fntertiew was done a week
after the Supreme. Commander and
Minister of Defense of the Black

Panther Party, Huey P, Newtorn, was
released from jail. Since then, he has
developed the Party's ideology o a
much higher level and we have be-
come intercommunalisis  and nd
internationalists as in the pasf, Be-
coming infercommunalists doesn't m
any way coniradict or negate any o
the above statements bul rather gives
more validily o them and plages us
on @ quicker path towards the achiaue-
ment of one commimity - tha com-
munfty of the peoples of the world

i



that was before theswing tothe Cl=aver
emphasis, But since I've been, out of
the penitenitiary, I've made something
iike $400,000 in various advances on
books and mzgazine articles. We Pan-
thers don’t have any private ownership
of our possessions; therefore, all we
receive, we give, So even though I
made that money, 1 don’t have it, 1
gave it to the Party. Bobby Seale

also receives money on his books.
Ericka Huggins received a small ad-
vance on a book of poetry, for which

1 wrote the introduction. 1 received
money from my bail when [ got out
of jail, We’ve used the money toorga-
nize the people and give hope to the
whole situation,

Q: How do you view the media’s
treatment of the Black Panther Party
since its inception in 19667

COMRADE HUEY: When the Black
Panther Party was organized in Octo-
ber, 1966, we presented a program
which included the cessation of police
brutality, the exercise of the Fourth
Amendment, and other points. And the
media has constantly assaulted us, As
far as we're concerned, they've at-
tempted to paint us without any virtue
whatsoever. And you can’t paint peo-
ple without virwe, 1 think that the real
crime is that we allowed them to
isolate us, We wanted to use the media
to a certain extent, to manipulate
them because we wanted to organize
programs within the community, We
really wanted to move politics to where
the people were. But I think we used
the wrong strategy.

Q: Wasn't one your first programs to
tail the Oakland police?

COMRADE HUEY: We were protest-
ing the murders that the police com-
mitted in our community, such as the
shooting of an 18~year-old in the back
for stealing a car, We exercised
the right to bear arms because it’s

constitutionally guaranteed. And our
Party was right because the police
would harass people, So we said: if
you can’'t have a police-civilian re-
view board, and if we can’t guaran-
tee security to our own people, then
we will exercise these rights our-
selves.

We even went to Sacramento because
we were interested in legislation, Here
we thought we would meet the recep-
tive ear of the people, and we would
be able to document our statements.
It was a protest of the genocide com-
mitted by the fascist authorities
who are historically against the
Blacks. And we said that we had to
draw the line somewhere, 1 wanted
to do what the law allowed, which
was to secure our own community.

Q: Many people view the Black Pan-

thay Dartr aa a rariet arcanizartion
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‘that preaches racial hatred, ls the
Party separatist or racist?

COMRADE HUEY: 1 think that is
a very important question, U'd say
that the Black Panther Party is not
a separatist party, We believethatit’s
a natural law of the universe
that everything i3 interconnected and
becoming more so because of the ad-
vancements of technology, Yet you
can’t fairly fit us into the so-called
integrationist line, We think that it's
not a question of separation or inte-
gration, The Party believes in con-
trolling the institutions in our com-
munity, We believe that Blacks should
be represented in administrative po-
sitions in the community. We believe
that the community shouldn’t neces-
sarily be totally Black. On the other
hand, in the white area, the adminis-
trative staff should reflect the per-
centage of the different races there,
U'm oot speaking of any rigid line,
but if we’re talking about democracy,
government should be reflective, If
a white person comes into this Black
majority community, he has a human
right to be represented, So we cer-
tainly are not racist; we stand against
racism. As victims of racism, we
won't take up that banner, We will in-
troduce a plan that allows people tobe
free and live in harmony. Either

we’ll live together in harmony or -

we'll live in combat and cause the
destruction of our species.

"Q: In the history of the Panthers

there have been a number of shoot-
outs, Are you now de-emphasizing
the role of gunplay in the revolution?

COMRADE HUEY: I'm always very
careful not to apologize for any.de-
fensive measure and not to mix it
up with aggression, And 1 would never
view the Vietnamese defense of their
homeland as mere violence, Our Pan-
ther defense is a tool to get rid of
the violence and aggression. I'm

_against all wars, I'm for world dis-

armament; the Party is also, But
we're not pacifists, We think that it’s
time to organize the people in the
United States, which, of course the
authorities are very upset about, We
want peace, But, in certain situations
I won’t guarantee that [ won’t use
means that the people think are
necessary and efficient, to bring about
liberation. And if 1 were to tell you
anything else,1'd be dishonest with you,

1. hope that America- will stop act-
ing violently so it will no longer be
necessary for the people of the world
to defend themselves. And we hope
that the people will require America
to stop the violence and not dwell
upon criticizing those who decide to
defend themselves, 1 think it’s very
~ritical ra talk ahont the heloless vic-

tim and his defense rather than to
talk about the blood and the aggres-
gion of the true criminal, that is,
the American fascist forces. [ would
say that we are advocates of the
abolitional war--we don’t want war,
but war can only be abolished through
war, In order to get rid of the gun,
it becomes necessary to take up the
gun, Chairmhn Mao stated that po-
litical power grows through the bar-
rel of a gun., Just as the Chinese
understand Mao's statement, [ say
power grows through the barrel but
it culminates in the ownership of
land and institutions by the people.

Q: Are there any particular polit-
ical leaders besides Shirley Chisholm
in this country whom you support or
regard highly?

COMRADE HUEY: After Malcolm X
was murdered, this country was in
very bad shape, There were many
contributors- to the progressive lib-
eration struggle, such as Martin Lu-
ther King, And before him, of course,
Marcus Garvey and W.E,B, DuBois.
They made the current liberation
struggle possible. I think it would be
unfair to overlook the NAACP's con-
tribution, [ respect all of the Black
groups that speak against racism and
repression, As the world becomes
more complicated, the contribution of
an individual can’t be measured with-
out talking about a time and a par-
ticular move toward freedom, So I
respect all of the progressive roots,
those that are Black and those that
are white, too.

Q: Do you think we'll ever see in
our lifetime the completion of the Pan-
thers’ 10-point program?

COMRADE HUEY:
No. )

(Long pause)

Q: Does that thought depress you?

COMRADE H'JEY: No, it doesn’t de-
press me, because the Black Panther
Party's 10-point program is an im-
mediate demand that [ feel will not be
satisfied now because of the oppres-
sive conditions, But later, even after
those demands are satisfied, there’ll
be more battle cries, and new rea-
sons for people to protest, and to
right wrongs. Revolution is a law of
nature; contradiction is the ruling
principle of the universe. And that
brings about development, of course.
So, if it's not the Party, then it's
some other organization that will at-
tempt to make more freedom for man,
This is a permanent process, accord-
ing to my understanding at this time,
Of course, we know that laws are
subject to change, We'll all have to
analyze it to see what we'll be strug-
gling for the next time, If you stop
struggling, then you stop life,

<l




