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THE NATION

THE PEOPLE
“A Time of Violence & Tragedy”

“We have endured a week such as
no nation should live through: o time
of violence and tragedy.” So said the
President of the US last week, as
flames flickered ubove two score Amir-
ican communities. From Albany, N.Y.,
and Albion, Mich., to Waterbury, Conn.,
and Waukegan, .. the nztion's black

e

uine eguality, Should that be the out-
come, Ameriea’s cities would truly be
beleaguered.

Even before the rioting begun, an
cconomy-minded Congress, contending
with Viet MNam war costs, huge tax
loads and Great Society programs, was
rejecting or drustically trimming practi-
cally every new proposal aimed at up-
grading wurban life. Now, determined
not to reward wviolence, it mav well
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"THE WELDERS” BY BEM SHAHM (1944
Dreams of equality just around the nex! corner.

ghettos shuddered in paroxysms of rock-
throwing, fire-bombing and looting,

With more than 45 dead in rioting
across the nation last week, thousands
injured, and upwards of 351 billion in
cash and property losses. Americans
groped for words to fit the [ailure.
Mew York's Senator Robert F. Ken-
nedy called it “the greatest domestic
¢risis sinee the War between the States.™
More likely, the Great Depression of
the 1930s still holds that dubious dis-
tinction. But the riots came distressingly
close, They plunged the pation into its
greatest racial crisis since Reconstruc-
tion, threatened to bring the civil rights
movement 1o a dead standstill and raised
new barriers of fear and hostility be-
tween blacks and whites that might not
come down for years.

Frighténed and resentful after o sum-
mer of hoodlumism and hatred, the
nation's white majority might react by
turning away from the Negro and defer-
ring—or discarding—the dream of gen-

give lop priority to law-and-order mea-
sures aimed o curbing riots and turn
sharply unsympatheiic toward new so-
cial legislation, But both Kinds are essén-
tial, of course,

When? Though nobody has been able
te figure out precisely what events will
ipnite one ghetto and leave another un-
singed, nobody doubts that other cities
will feel the heat. As one Washinglon
policeman put it afler completing ar-
rangements W move his family ot of
the capital for o weekend—just in case
trouble erupts-—the guesiion is no lon-
ger “Will 1?2 but “When?"

The profound question is still “Why?
Poverty, of course, is part of the an-
swer, A survey released by the Nation-
al Industrial Conference Board last
week, for example, disclosed that fully
onc-Tourth of LLS., fumilies now earn
at least $10,000 & year—a reminder 1o
the Megro, whose median family in-
come i5 54,000, of the distance he still
has to rravel. Impatience is another in-

gredient. All the civil rights hills, the
Supreme Court decisions and the Great
Society programs of recent years led
many a Megro to expect that equality
and prosperity were just around the
next corner. "It hasn't happened,” said
Michigan's Governor George Romney,
“and a lot of people are frustrated and
bitter about it." *Mothing is s0 unsta-
ble,” suid William V. Shannon in the
New York Times, “as a bad situation
that s beginning to improve:” Dutside
agitation may play a role after riots get
under way—but rarely has much to do
with starting them in the first place.

As many sociologists see it, the Ne-
groo [along with most Puerto Ricans,
Mexican-Americans and  Appalachian
whites) is part of a “subeubture of pov-
erty,” and his riots are mainly econom-
ic in origin. Bur a U.C.L.A. study of the
1965 Watts piots found that 11 was nol
just the poorest Negroes who were riot-
prone, “A significant number of MNe-
groes, successful or unsuccessful, are
emotionally prepared for violence as o
strategy or selution to end the problem
of segregation, exploitation and subordi-
nation,” said the report. For those who
are “better off,” it added, resentment
may be vented by joining a riol.

To the rest of the world, the tele-
vised glimpses of unsheathed bayonets,
rumbling tunks and fire-gutted blocks
in the heart of Detroit made it look as
if the U.S. were on the edge of anarchy.
“The outbreak has become something
muore than a rice riot.” said the Stock-
holm newspaper Aftonbladet, [t threat-
ens (o become a revolution of the en-
tire underclass of America.”

Only a very small minority of Ne-
groes are in active rebellion against
“Whitey.,” and only a small minority
loot, but many more—well into the mil-
lions—Ilook on with tolerance and even
admiranion.

In Los Angeles, a black bartender
confessed, “Older MNegroes have a hell
of a time with this new generation.”
But in the next breath he sympathized
with the youthful militants. "Don’t get
me wrong,” he said. “It's what the white
man deserves for sitting on his ass for
200 years. If he had taught these kids
how to read and given them a job,
then they wouldn't be o problem

Wrongs & Disabilities. It is to the
Los Angeles bartender and others in
this ambivalent and genuinely torn sec-
tor of Negro opinion that MNegro lead-



ers, at the local as well as national
levels, must address themselves. Last
week, four of the nation’s best known
Negro leaders* spoke up. “Killing, ar-
son, looting are criminal acts, and
should be dealt with as such,” they
said. Noting that most damage inflicted
by Negro rioters is at the expense of
other Negroes, they added: “There is
no injustice which justifies the present
destruction of the Negro community
and its people. This does not mean
that we should submit tamely to jobless-
ness, inadequate housing, poor school-
ing, humiliation and attack. It does re-
quire a redoubling of efforts to end
these wrongs and disabilities.”

The wrongs and disabilities have, in
fact, been significantly reduced, certain-
ly not ended. “We've come a long,

long way,” preaches Martin Luther
King, “we’ve got a long, long way to
go.” The limited progress has come in
many kinds of ways: long-ago philan-
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The Fire This Time
(See Cover)

At midnight, Hubert G. Locke, a
Negro who is administrative assistant
to the police commissioner, left his desk
at headquarters and climbed to the roof
for a look at Detroit. When he saw it,
he wept. Beneath him, whole sections
of the nation’s fifth largest city lay in
charred, smoking ruins. From Grand
River Avenue to Gratiot Avenue six
miles to the east, tongues of flame licked
at the night sky, illuminating the an-
gular skeletons of gutted homes, shops,
supermarkets. Looters and arsonists
danced in the eerie shadows, stripping
a store clean, then setting it to the
torch. Mourned Mayor Jerome Cava-
nagh: “It looks like Berlin in 1945.”

In the violent summer of 1967, De-
troit became the scene of the bloodiest

uprising in half a century and the costli-
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CARRYING WOUNDED G.l. IN VIET NAM
Frustration and rage over the still lingering injustices.

thropies of Northern white idealists
who financed many of the Negro col-
leges; the verve, bounce and guts of
Negro athletes and entertainers; the
quieter achievements of Negro profes-
sional and business people; the great
national economic surges that have
pulled millions of Negroes into North-
ern industrial employment; and in the
past 13 years, since Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka, a whole train -of
new laws and judicial decisions.

Of course it is not enough. The hope
of Detroit, if there can be hope in such
a landscape, is that lessons may have
been learned, and new resolves taken.

* Dr. 4Martin Luther King Jr., the Urban
League’s Whitney Young Jr., N.A.A.C.P. Ex-
ecutive Director Roy Wilkins 'and New York’s

aging A. Philip Randolph, 78; who helped or-

ganize the 1963 “March on Washington,”
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est in terms of property damage in
U.S. history. At week’s end, there were
41 known dead, 347 injured, 3,800 ar-
rested. Some 5,000 people were home-
less (the vast majority Negro), while
1,300 buildings had been reduced to
mounds of ashes and bricks and 2,700
businesses sacked. Damage estimates
reached $500 million. The grim ac-
counting surpassed that of the Watts
riot in Los Angeles where 34 died two
years ago and property losses ran to
$40 million. More noteworthy, the riot
surpassed those that had preceded it in
the summers of 1964 and 1965 and
1966 in a more fundamental way. For
here was the most sensational expres-
sion of an ugly mood of nihilism and
anarchy that has ever gripped a small
but significant segment of America’s
Negro minority.

Blind Pig. Typically enough, Detroit’s
upheaval started with a routine police
action. Seven weeks ago, in the Vir-
ginia Park section of the West Side, a
“blind pig” (afterhours club) opened
for business on Twelfth Street, styling
itself the “United Community League
for Civic Action.” Along with the af-
terhours booze that it offered to mi-
nors, the ‘“League” served up black-
power harangues and curses against
Whitey’s exploitation. It was at the blind
pig, on a sleazy strip of pawnshops and
bars, rats and pimps, junkies and gam-
blers, that the agony began.

Through an informant, police were
kept advised of the League’s activities.
At 1:45 a.m. Sunday, the informant, a
wino and ex-convict, passed the word
(and was paid 50¢ for it): “It’s getting
ready to blow.” Two hours later, 10th
Precinct Sergeant Arthur Howison led

‘a raid on the League, arresting 73 Ne-

gro customers and the bartender. In
the next hour, while squad cars and a
paddy wagon ferried the arrested to
the police station, a crowd gathered
taunting the fuzz and “jiving” with
friends who had been picked up. “Just
as we were pulling away,” Howison
said, “a bottle smashed a squad-car win-
dow.” Then it began.

Rocks and bottles flew. Looting, at
first dared by only a few, became a
mob delirium as big crowds now gath-
ered, ranging through the West Side,
then spilling across Woodward Avenue
into the East Side. Arsonists lobbed Mo-
lotov cocktails at newly pillaged stores.
Fires started in the shops, spread swift-
ly to homes and apartments. Snipers
took up posts in windows and on roof-
tops. For four days and into the fifth,
mobs stole, burned and killed as a force
of some 15,000 city and state police, Na-
tional Guardsmen and federal troops
fought to smother the fire. The city
was almost completely paralyzed.

it Can't Happen Here. For the last
couple of years, city officials had been
saying proudly; “That sort of thing can’t
happen here.” It had seemed a reason-
able enough prediction.

Fully 40% of the city’s Negro fami-
ly heads own their own homes. No city
has waged a more massive and com-
prrehensive war on poverty. Under
Mayor Jerry Cavanagh, an imaginative
liberal with a knack for landing Govern-
ment grants, the city has grabbed off
$42 million in federal funds for its pov-
erty programs, budgeted $30 million
for them this year alone. Because many
of the city’s 520,000 Negroes (out of a
population of 1,600,000) are un-
equipped to qualify for other than man-
ual labor, some $10 million will go
toward special training and placement
programs for the unskilled and the il-
literate. A $4,000,000 medical program
furnishes family-planning advice, out-
patient clinics and the like. To cool
any potential riot fever, the city had al-
lotted an additional $3,000,000 for this
summer’s Head Start and recreation
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programs. So well did the city seem to
be handling its problems that Congress
of Racial Equality Director Floyd Mc-
Kissick excluded Detroit last winter
when he drew up a list of twelve cities
where racial trouble was likely to flare.

Anywhere. McKissick’s list has
proved to be woefully incomplete. So
far this summer, some 70 cities—40 in
the past week alone—have been hit. In
the summer of 1967, “it” can happen
anywhere, and sometimes seems to be
happening everywhere. Detroit’s out-
break was followed by a spate of erup-
tions in neighboring Michigan cities—
Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, Flint,
Muskegon, West Michigan City and
Pontiac, where a stale assemblyman,
protecting the local grocery that he had
owned Tor years. shot a 17-year-ofd
Negro looter to death. White and Ne-
grio vandals burned and looted in Louwis-
ville. Philadelphia’s Mavor James Tate
declared a stite of limited emergency
a5 rock-throwing MNegro leen-agers pell-
ed ‘police prowl cars. A dozen vouths
looted a downtown Miami pawnshop
and ran off with 20 rifles, leavine other
merchandise unlouched. Some 200 MNe-
groes in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., smashed
downtown store windows. In Arizona,
1,500 Mational Goard members were
alerted when sniper fire and rock throw-
ing broke oul in Phoénix,

In New York's: Enst Harlem, Puerto
Ricans broke windows, looted and
sniped from rooftops for three nights
after a policeman fatally shot a man
who had pulled a knife on him. At one
point, the vouths who led the rioting
drew a chalk line across Third Avenue
and tauntingly wrote: “Puerto Rican ter-
ritory. Don’t cross, Matfoor”

Ironically, New York—like Detroit
—has launched a major summer enler-

four Harlem summer antipoverly work-
ers who carn up to 390 a week from
the city.

Black & White. All of these were
tume enough nlongside Detroit. The vio-
lence there last week was not a. race
riot in the pattern of the day-long 1943
battle between Negroes and whites that
left 34 kpown dead. FLast week poor
whites in one section along Grand Riv-
er Avenue joined teams of young Ne-
groes 10 some integrated lootung. When
the rioters began stoning and sniping
at firemen trying 1o fight the flames,
many: Negro residents-armed themselves
with rifles and deployed to protect the
firemen. “They say they néeed protec-
fton,” said aone such MNegro. “and we're
damped well gome to give it to them”
Megro [ooters sereamed ot a well-dressed
Megro psychiatrist: “We're going to get
vou rich miggers next.”

Detroit hasg' no single mussive ghetto.
Its Negroes, lower, middie and upper in-
come, are scattered all over the city,
close. 1o or mixed in with whité res-
idents. Bul unemployment is  high
among Megroes (6% to 8% v, the over-

previous success with the method, to in-
struct his men to avoid using their
guns against the looters. That may have
been a mistake.

Ax police gave ground, the number
of looters grew. “They won't shool”
an eleven-year-ald Negro boy said cool-
ly, a8 a pack of looters Hed at the
ipproach of a busload of police. "The
nuyor said they aren't supposed 1o,

At 6:30 nom, the first fire was in a
shoe store. When fire engines screamed
to the scene, rocks flew, One fireman,
caught squierely in the jaw, was knocked
from o truck to the gotter, More and
more nolers were drawn to the streets
by the sound of the slrens and 4 sense
of summer excitement

“The noise of destruction adds 1o jis
sutisfaction,” Eliss Canetti notes in
Crowds qand Power, “The banging of
windows and smashing of gliss are the
robust sounds of fresh life, the cries of
something newhorn.™ In Detroit, they
proved to be—with the rattling of gun-
fire—ihe souinds of death. Throughout
the Detroit riot there was—as in New-
ark—ia spectacularly perverse mood of
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