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SEVEN DAYS IN APRIL

A Momentous Week Brings Hope for Peace—Then National Tragedy

n the space of seven dayvs in April, the
I tides of historv and the caprice of
fute combined to shake the V.S, with two
mighty convailsions. They came with such
stuniing swiliness that the nation had
searcely Hme to react to the hFI_L'1H Ao
st af the flr-.1 before the second was
upon it—and this one was full of sach
dread, shame and outrage that it touched
off Hash fires of violence in some 40
cities, brovght Regular Army troops into
Washington and sent the smoke of mind-
less arson and rokIng drifting over the
White House

By the end of the week, the murder
of Dr. Martin Luther King Ir. and the

man believed to have been King's assas-
sin—a troubled nation turned to search its
soul and inguire just what had happened
and why

The first shock of the week, of course,
had been designed as a therapeutic one
It came when Lyndon B, Johnson pro-
claimed a bombing pause over maost ol
North Vietnam—a move that many in-
stuntly interpreted as a blatantly cvnical
political stratagem designed to enhance
his prospects for renomination in Chicago
But then Mr. Johoson spoke the twenty
words that shook the world: I shall not
seek, and 1 will not accept, the nomina-
tion of my party for another term as

Reveille in Washington: U.S. troops on guard in Capitol Plaza

tragic conseqguences it sel in tram bl
all but obscured the earlier developments
toward possible peace m Vietnam. The
President had canceled his tip to Hono-
Iuly Tor & conference with Far East mil:-
tary commanders (instead, Gen. William
Westmoreland few to Washington ), and
was scheduled to go before a joint ses-
sion of Congress with a special message
on civil rights. Throughout the pation,
flags flew at halt-staff in honor of the
martyred Negro leader, and dignitaries
from all over the TS, and abroad were
arriving in Atlanta for his funeral

Thus ended o week as cataclvsmic as
any the ULS. has known in o quarter of a
century, and as the initfnl shock waves
subsided—and the FBL and Memphis po-
lice pressed the search for the white

20

vour President.” With that, the bombing
[rnse became an  earnest Eesture Fl'r
peace, and touched off 4 wave of na-
tional relief and good feeling

For a brief moment there seemed no
limit to the national eupheda, The ten-
sioms, the bitterness and the cumulative
rancor in the land seemed somehow to
find a final catharsis. The stock market
traded more shares in one day thon at
any time in its history, and the Dow
Junes avernge jumped o phenomenal 20
soints. Hanoi responded favarably to the

ambing pause, and Mr. Johnson, true

to his word, agreed to send U.S. -.]lptn-
mats  to meet with North Vietnamese
envovs for talks evervone hoped would
lead to peace negotiations. Everywhere
he went, the President was cheered and

applunded, and he seemed genuinely
more al ease than at any time since he
came to office.

In the first davs after Mro Johnson's
announcement of the bombing pause and
withdrawal from the Presidential race
the Democratic nomination seemed  to
become a prize that any of the major
candidates might reasonably eapect o
win, Sen, Robert F. Kennedy heralded
Mr, Johmson's decision as “troly magnani-
monss” and telegrophed the White House
requesting an interview so that he and
the President might discuss “how we
might work together in the interest of
national unity.” Vice President Huber
H. Humphrey at once loomed lorge os
Mr. Johnson's personal choice ta succeed
him, and coincidentally or not, the Presi-
dent saw hoth Kennedy and Humphrev
on the same day. For his part, Humphrey
seemed on the verge of Formally ane
nouncing  his candidacy, but had not
done so at the end of the week

Conviction: At the White House, uides
siressed  that their Chief's decision to
leave the stage he so long had dominat-
ed way based essentially on his convie-
tion that only by so doing could he heal
the divisions that were rending both his
party and the countrv and provide the
kind of effective leadership the nation
must have between now und the time a
new President {5 chosen. Buot it was a
telling commentary on the chronie condi-
tions affticting the United States that the
country scarcely experienced the oxhil-
aration of hope belore the President
agnin had to appeal for un end to divi-
siveness in the land.

Not the least of the week's ifronies,
pechaps, was that the bullet ending the
life of Martin Luther King once more
thrust Mr. Johnson back to the center ol
the political stage; After meeting wit
Negro leaders at the White House, he
went on television 0 deplore domestic
racial violence and fssue a fresh call for
unity, The prospect that he just might
succesd in his quest for a pew national
consensus touched off speculation that
the Democrats might finally turn to him
and ask him to reconsider his decision to
withdraw. In the light of the events that
shook the U.S. last week, even such a
contingency as this could not be  dis-
missed as impossible,

Chicago fire: As flames crackled,
bystanders shouted ‘King i dead’

Wemvwesnk phoin iy Jefl Lawenihel

April 15, 1963







gas salvo during S
Thursday-night rioting. Nearby, 2 manikin’s legs and

arms (below) lie stripped amid the shards of a shopwindow

LOOT: One plunderer abandons his bool




—

ER Al
Mewewwsh pharo by PRIl SeeMullsi
moldering ruin of @ Washington street corner, while a fire truck (left) hozes down another smoking building
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hase. Another (right) calmly examines his prize
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DREAM'S END: The casket boaring the body of

Dy, Martin Luther King Jr. is borne from

Memphis funeral home, while King's widow

waits to accompany it on the final journey to
Atlanta. The faces of women spectators ( below)

mirror the shock and grief of an anguished nation.
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A Federal trooper stands guard in the rubble in Washington: “Take a good look, bhaby'

‘Take Everything You Need, Baby’

Pandora’s box Hung  open—an
act that loosed the fures
ithe shadows of Amernica’s
Frorm Woshinelon to Oak
Fond, Tallahasses 1o Denver, the murde
of Martin Lather King v in Memphis
List week tooched off hlack I gt
thal -'|!1||'|'rr-|j| the US, tao thies ariost jilee-
oread spasm o ricial disorder in fts vio-
lert Tuiatony

The Bire this Hme made Washington
Jouk Tikes the hesieged capital of o bhanaia
republic with helmeted comlat troops,
bavonetisd vifes 4 the reads erarding
thie White House and a leht-machine-
g post defending the steps of the Cap-
ital Tloome  sections ol I:ll:ull'il.'1|.|"- Wost
Side whietts were put 1o the torche The
Sational Cuard was ealled ot there and
in Detroit, Pittsburgh, Baltimore and i
Fonr Sontherm cities anl pril o ot 1
Philadelphin and Boston, lo New Yok
Mavor John V. Lindsav was heckled Fream
a Harlem street by an angry crowd. In
"..l'inrji_'_gpl]]h. a Nemo vened to kil the
frst honky he saw—and promptly shot his
whliite |'||_'|_|_l.|l|l|'||'I|' {1 |'||':|r|'| “Ala h:“'ll.'. 15
deucd,” he sobbed, alter pomping holl o
dozen bullets e his victim

\.r"L,":H |,|I“|'-.'1|' CULITPRES Hl'l'f':l'f‘ ih llh
anger and sometanies harbared snipers,
Doeeis of high schinals caneeled classes
atter violence "ru[lfl'l| hetween  Negro
and white: students: Window-breaking,
rack-throwing, looting and other acts ol
vandalism struek two seore cities, large
aned small. Washington, Chicagn, Detroit
and  Toledn tred to enfores  dusk-to
dawn curfews Bars, lguor stores and
oun shops were closed in many places
et nsaally aet before f._{hl'“ll Idacks had
'-ZII-:-I-IH] Uy o ._|,||_ﬂ'||.||r arel ammunition
Thronghout  the country, alreadsy-over.
burdened police and firemen went oo
omergency shifts. By the weekend, the

MNewswerk, .-i.;lr'ii. 13, 1968

death toll around the U5, stood at more
than twenty and was rcising, nneounted
thovsarils were tunder arrest (more than
L0 in Woshington alone) and prop-
ety ddammiige was | ienlonbile,

King's assassivation was (uite clearly
the proxunate. cause of it wll=hut the
rioters | anger aid enel wos olten hidrel to
detect. The Chicagn mohs were ugly and
||||'| ||||]'|'b. I||'I| '.1'}|i'll|':_l"1 1r I}“ LIRT by '.!‘r ‘Iill
Brlis, DBut dn Washingaton  the looters
Liad a Mardi eras aie about theom, Arvonnd
the cotmtey, whites were fered, et
enet] and occasionally assaulted, but the
cronwiks oenerally avordeld confromlations
with the police. The pelice, oo, olie] theis
bt oy |-_:'-::|_| bloodshed ot o madmum
Indead, n city aber city, the cops were
uniler orders not to mtecfere with loot-
ing. A it was guite apparent that the
rinters main biroel was to Yot it &liond
lesnikies, “Soul Brother™ sioms ufordied Ne
g Fsisinessmen little of the protection
thes assuredd pasl riets Thi '|'I||I"|||':'I'=':\'
=leed 1 hiluek |t't'll-.1LE1.'I':\'—‘:CII!--I‘||I"1| and
baernedd almost indiseriminately,

"Buns" Wishingon, whicl is 66 pes
cent Seoro but which had been almost
unfonched by the last four riotous sum-
mers, was the hardest hit this time. M-
utes ufter the news of King's dealh was
bhrnadeast, crowds began oo gather on
the edees of the Capital's sprawling ghet-
tns. They did not have to wart long lor a
lewder, Tote the volatile mix swept hlack
prwer-monger Stakely Carmichael spout-
ing incendiary rhetoric. "Go home and
get voureuns,” cried Carmichuel, "When
the white man comes he is coming to kill
vor, | don’t want any bliack blood in the
street, o home and get you a gun and
then come back hecanse | got me a gun”
—and L brandished swhat looked like a
small pistol

Boving bands of hluck teen-agers—un

armed so far as anyone could tell—were
alrendy darting into Wishington s down-
town shopping district, fres were begin-
ning to light the night sky and Washing
r|:||;'k. reelatively semall (2,8900-man ) i:ll.lliil.l
force went on the alert, The plhindering
and burning lasted until dawn, then sub-
sided—aonly o resume with far greater
irtensity next iy

Friday wis a tnsp spring iy in the
Capital. The cheiry blossoms were in
bloom and the oty wis throneed with
tongrists who  gawked in amazemont
thraueh the th fed wincdows of thedr \I:,:hi'
seeing buses as the rampage pesoned

The Frisk: At hisstorefvont headour-
ters, Stokely Coarmichiae] helped feed the
flames with more vinlent talk—all of
delivered in a sofl, geotle voice to pews-
men [who were frisked and relieved of
such potentinl weapons as nail clippers
hefore heing admitted to his presence
“When while America killed De. King,”
sait]l Carmichael, who bitterly l.u!’llll.}hi‘d
Kings nonvielent stance, “she declared
WOAT O s We have to o retaliate for
the deaths of our leaders. The execu
tions of those deaths [are] going to be in
the streets .. " Did Carmichiel, 27, fear
for his own Tife? “The hell with my life.”
he snopped @l a white reparter. "You
should Tear Tor vours. T know U'm going
to chie,” Later, he turned up at a memori-
il service For King at Howard University,
WY IIE & Tan on thie ||Ll|!lHI]I'I.

As the day wore on. the tummoil in
crensed.  Looting  and  haming  swept
down 14th Street and Tth Street, two of
”II" L',l]!_‘”lll‘- main r!]III'IIIILII'II'.ITI"‘H_ i]'|f'|'
spreatd south to the shopping district just
gast of the White Howse. On the side-
walk in front of the Justice Department’s
headguarters on Pennsvivaniv. Avenuoe
shirt-sleeved DO staffers watched help-
lessly as looters cleaned out Kaufman's
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Loaters in Chicago (abovel and Washington: *We're getting what we want’
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clothing store. The story was the same
all over. Without the force to control
the situation, the cops let the looters
run wild. The result was an éerie, carni-
val atmosphere. Jolly blacks dashed in
and out of shattered shopwindows carry-
ing their booty away in plain sight of the
law. Others tooled through the shopping
districts in late-model cars, pausing to fill
them with loot and then speeding off—
only to stop obediently for red lights.

Looters stopped on the sidewalks to
try on new sports jackets and to doff their
old shoes for stolen new ones. Only rare-
ly did police interfere. At the corner of
TN and © Strects, pulice Lraced a Ne-
gro over aocar, Un the lood were several
patrs ol shoes. “They killed my brother,
they  killed  Lother King” the  culpril
eried, "Was he stealing shoes when they
killed him " relarted o Lop,

Marketing: White reporters  moved

aineng the plunderers with imguniey
ke o poed look, baliv,” a looter eried
for o cadoed o oewsmen os he emerged

from e legquor store oy H Streel, Lo Lact,
v o bottle™ —and lie tossed a i of
highi-priced Scoteh dnto the car Young
Lluck givls and mothers, even T- o
S-vear-idd childeen, rosmed the streets
wili -u||-l|'l|.lEIII_.', (TR E hli.--.'_ln.rln_q LT e gro-
ceries, “Coben’s s open” clidrped o
wirkin to Iriewds as she headed for o
suched drvegoods stere with the nonelis-
bace o @ matron going marketing, “Tuke
everyiliing  vou need, baby," Negroes
watlled to cacl ather drom shuallered store
windiws, Mingling wilth the crowds on
|'I'IIII'~}'|'~.4I-|.|. Avenue  owere  observers
fronm the  Gernoun,  French, _|:|::I'.l|l|.'3'it!.
Norwegin and other embassies, Luking
notes o cable bome 10y o cevolalion,”
a renche Embassy atteché remarcked 1o
II|\ I'||'||E.'||,|||||I:l_
I sl Bul the sacking of Washiog-
bon was ugly enough, By midaltenon
with ane aveid pall of smoke langing
aver Lhe White House and loating LT
on less than two blocks away—trightene]
wliles and Newgro olfice workers  tricd
desperately o get lime, erealing a mas-
sivee trathe jam. Telephone lines wero
clogged, water prressure wis running low
anel at least 70 fires were blazing, White
House aide Joseph Califano set up a
speciel conupand post to monitor e sit-
wition right on the Presidential doorstep,
Finally, Lyndon Johoson  declared  Hi
the Capital wus caught upin “conditions
of . violence and disorder” angd s
Commander in Chief he first called in
some G500 Anny and MNational Guaord
broops. including o conbingent stationed
an thie crounds of the White House ftself,
Stability: When looters and pillagers
continied to roam the streets, the Presi-
dent ordered  in G000 wore  Federal
tropps. And by Inte Saturday night, the
combined  forces fnally  restored  some
semblance of stability to the Capital,
I the Washingeton diserders had a 1d-
zarre guiely to them, the soene i Chi-
cago—where King had led an abartive
“Eod Sloms”™ campaign in 196G —was hit-
tersweel, Deadly sniper e erackled
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NATIDONAL AFFAIRS

in the South Side shums, and the West
Side—the scene of byvo major riots since
1965—blazed with more fires than any-
ime conld comnl, There was no mistaking
the anger of the voung blacks, whe
watched  with  solemn sotisfaction  us
whole blocks went up in fames. “This is
the anly answer,” said one stuclions- look-
g Negro vouth as hie peered at the
1I ames through gold-framed  spectacles.
“It feels good,” said another, munching
o vanilla ice-cream cone. 1 never felt so
good before. When they hury King, we
o bury Chicago,”

With the tongues ol Hame doneing
apainst the sky, the talk of the strects
smded like on invitation o Armaged-
don. 1 thought 1 was dead until they
killed the King,” intoned a 2d-vear-old
gang leader in a bluck leather cout

“They killed the King and I came to life,
We ot lig [lf..htll'nL. W all gonna die
fighting.”

There was little fghting in Chicago.
Fut at leasl nine Negroes woere killed
there, mostly in the act of looling. As
I‘lht"'\.‘u'l'll."'rl". the i;.u[iq_-r whi |_J|,‘!._’,'[..'_I‘i1 shots
al looters were the exceptions Lo the
rule. And so the plundering went on al-
mast unopposed, Along Kedeie Avenne
on the West Side, Negroes carried arm-
Fuls anel eartloads of baeoly from ravaged
storcfronts, “T'm o bard man and 1T want
some revenge,” explained  one. “Ring's
dend und he ain't ever gonna get what
he wanted, But we're alive, man, and
we'Te getting what we want.”

‘Bums': Nearby, o0 Negroo woinin
hegped the vandals e stop. "Come ol of
thaot store and leave that stufl,” she
shiouted, “You all nothing bat Tuams. Ain'l
we oot enouph trouble with oor neigh-
borhood burning down? Where are those
.:u.ul-]r L|||| a live after vou burm thim
down? Ihearing—or  uncaring— the
It ers |_':||||||"|| her,

Chicarn Mavor Richard  Daley had
pleadel for peace on TV afler King's
|1'|1r'|||r'r h|| |||l. ‘-"'III\.{H Erigy 11” (F1H] I|I.|I|
ears. Finallv, with vast areas of the sloms
in chaos, the MNational fill:l:'l] Wils o
derad in. Three theusand  wuardsimen—
muany of them hlack—rolled into the ghet-
ta, with 3,000 more held in reserve, The
troops  pabrolled  mostly i four-man
Jeeps: a driver armed w ith a pistol, one
man with a earbine and two armed with
M-1 rifles. Unlike the green and trigger-
happy guard units who perlormed so in-
eptly in Detroil and Newark lasl summer,
the Winais troops were poised enough to
hiandle matters with a minimim of Tilood-
shed. But when the situation heated up
agpin the next dav, state officials e
quested  that 5,000 Federal soldiers e
deploved 1o back up the guard. In the
end. 12,500 troops were required to
bring Chicape buck under shaloy control,

With disorder sweeping the country,
New York, which sulfered the nabion's
first major riot in 1964, hraced for trou-
ble. 1t came soon enough, The fmmediate
post-assassination hours hrought a spate
of window-hreakine and leoting to Har-
lem and in the teeming Bedford-Stuyve-
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Carmichael:

‘et your guns

. Lindsay walked, Harlem | below) and Washington burned




sant Shum in Brooklvn, Maver John Lind.
say, whose walking tours of the ghettos
helped keep the city cool last summer,
sped to Hordem to comimisérate with the
crowds over King's death und defuse the
situation. He walked alone 125th Street,
patting passers-by on the back, then took
a bullhorn to speak to the crowds, In a
quivering, emotionl voice, he began by
addressing the Nogroes as "Brothers™—a
term soul-minded blacks like to use, The
mavor barely got in avother word, "You
gat some perve using that word,” one
angry youth shouted at Lindsay, Others
i|lll|.!;l.! lltl_‘\l. enities at If||' o,

Plea: Nest nicht, Neoro vouths rode
subways to midtown, breakineg windows
in .‘\.:IIII['!'H T L ! .’II,|.|.| |".1rL undd 1]||1_'f.||||
ting throngh Times Square, But the po
lewe were ready Tor |!II".|.I deftly breaking
up the roving bunds and maintaining
arder without firing o shot. At the week-
end, the MAVOT  WaHS biuck on the citv’s
slum streets for the third night in a row
and, in the end, he presailed ag an ef-
fective loree in keeping the racial lid
from blowing off in New York, Amidst
rising tensions, Lindsay had  gone on
television to plead lor continued  calm
"It especially depends on the determi-
nation of the voung meo of this city o
respect our laws and the teachings ol
the martyr, Martin Luther King” and to
promise  better davs ahewd, "We can
work together again lor progress and
peace in this city and this oation,” Le
said, “for now T believe we dre ready to
seale the mountain from which Dr King
saw the promized land.”

Perhinps he was right. But the convul-
sions unleashed by a sniper in Memphis
left the nation with ominous questions
still to be answered. Were last week's
rioty @ final parosvem that might purge
angry emotions and clear the wav for
reconciliation? Or were the pictures ol
the muchine gun on the Capitol steps and
Chicago in Hames only premonitions of an
America without Martin Luther King?

Washington: 1

3 l ]

King at the 1963 March oo Washington: °1 have a dream’

‘King Is the Man, Oh Lord’

Hl.' was, maore than any single man, the
visiee and the instroment of the sec-
ond  American . revolution, e anuterial
ized oul of the streets and the |im
Crow churches of the South o dowen
veurs: ago, preaching brotherhomd  and
nonviolence to o divided and  violent
land, For o time, incredibly, it worked—
until the very forces he had helped set
in motion swept past bim o and turned the
black pghettos ol America into battle
rrounds, Yet the Rev, Dr, Martin Luothe
King Jr. never gave up, and he was try-
ing to prove his way wounld work again
when o white assassin cat him down Tast
wiek in Memphis—and dealt & parlous
wound to the American soul,

For King's martyvrdom on g motel hal-
cony did far more than rob Negroes ol
their most compelling  spokesman and
whites of their most effective bridee 1o
hlack America. His murder, for too many
blacks, could only be read as o judement
upan his nonvielent  philssopbiv—and a
license {or retalintory violence, Extrem-
ists who scorned King as "De Lawd” in
life now exalted him in death, and they
found Fertile ground for their whiplash
anper. Ghetto  after ghetto  blew up,
maoars than tweniy prsins 1]‘.:-1| and I|||-
nation edged to the brink of a racial war

Memuriaf: I owag all i h'ill'_!.-‘ THTR TS
and here could have been oo crueler
memorial. The assassination—and its in-
stant transmission over the broadeast net-
works—laid bare once apain a durk on
dercurrent in American  life amd 5o
':[|II|:||,"|[ []':E_' naHon ng no Pvenl |-._|,<] Simce
John F. Kennedy's death. But the oul
||ri'.|L of Hi-:-h'lu'v 1||.|I: H--'-.'.-'q'll mnoits .|1||-'_
math was a repudiation of everything
that King's life—and death—had stood for

He had pone to Memphis, in faot,
with his whole pacific creed under deep-

ening challenge after four riotous sume-
Americas black slims, [ust a
Before the end, the 38%-vear-uld
s Jeader had tred to mount o
nonviolent protest muarch there in sup-
port of striking Negro garbage workers

only to see a crowd of harnm-scaram
teen-paoe anpdlitants  seize the day and
turn it into a window-smashing hlowap.
The event, ke evervthing King did, had
far more than local sipnificance. It cast o
shadow on his uppoming squat-in by
LIMKE ol the black and white poor among
the monuments of 'Woashinglon—and, in-
deed, on the future of nonviolent pro
test, Memplis had been an embarrass-
menl for King and the thought of going
back last week depressed bim, But the
jedea of pot going back-—-and thus con
ceding the hour 1o the wviolent ones—
depressed Tom even more. “Nonvio-
lence,” he told Treods, "is oo trial in
Memphis.” So he decided on a secom
attempt, senl his advanee men in Lo Ly
to talk the voung hothleods into line
then followed them to town o conduct o
series ol pep rallies,

‘Out of Egypt': The frst
seemed o orousing success, the militants
and moderates sitting topether ‘at Mason
Street Temple in happy unitv. Tl
why it's so important that nothing Lap-
pen fo Kisg,” o Negro minister whis-
ill'll'll.' b & cormipranion lebiinied the lisctérn

Memphis would be smoking right now
if it weeren't for Kmg” At the mike, an-
other preacher, bulky and bald-hesded
|]::|-||'-.| I!II-..-‘.IlL]l r].x- .I.|l.!:.|.|:-'.‘ji||l'_ ST
up: “King is the man, oh Lord, you T
Miatyy]] " Al final-
lv. under o Bluzing, vellow neon cross
lr-1r---.-.| “"\I'|||-u||lln;' ]'i:'llll'_ KIIJL‘I -'E||l'l| ak
rlp- ..|!,||_ J.-:-. LETS T T ] ||1 Ay hl‘-' evies linmnt-
Iv liguid, his frame compact and sar-
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