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SEVEN DAYS IN APRIL

A Momentous Week Brings Hope for Peace—Then National Tragedy

n the space of seven dayvs in April, the
I tides of historv and the caprice of
fute combined to shake the V.S, with two
mighty convailsions. They came with such
stuniing swiliness that the nation had
searcely Hme to react to the hFI_L'1H Ao
st af the flr-.1 before the second was
upon it—and this one was full of sach
dread, shame and outrage that it touched
off Hash fires of violence in some 40
cities, brovght Regular Army troops into
Washington and sent the smoke of mind-
less arson and rokIng drifting over the
White House

By the end of the week, the murder
of Dr. Martin Luther King Ir. and the

man believed to have been King's assas-
sin—a troubled nation turned to search its
soul and inguire just what had happened
and why

The first shock of the week, of course,
had been designed as a therapeutic one
It came when Lyndon B, Johnson pro-
claimed a bombing pause over maost ol
North Vietnam—a move that many in-
stuntly interpreted as a blatantly cvnical
political stratagem designed to enhance
his prospects for renomination in Chicago
But then Mr. Johoson spoke the twenty
words that shook the world: I shall not
seek, and 1 will not accept, the nomina-
tion of my party for another term as

Reveille in Washington: U.S. troops on guard in Capitol Plaza

tragic conseqguences it sel in tram bl
all but obscured the earlier developments
toward possible peace m Vietnam. The
President had canceled his tip to Hono-
Iuly Tor & conference with Far East mil:-
tary commanders (instead, Gen. William
Westmoreland few to Washington ), and
was scheduled to go before a joint ses-
sion of Congress with a special message
on civil rights. Throughout the pation,
flags flew at halt-staff in honor of the
martyred Negro leader, and dignitaries
from all over the TS, and abroad were
arriving in Atlanta for his funeral

Thus ended o week as cataclvsmic as
any the ULS. has known in o quarter of a
century, and as the initfnl shock waves
subsided—and the FBL and Memphis po-
lice pressed the search for the white
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vour President.” With that, the bombing
[rnse became an  earnest Eesture Fl'r
peace, and touched off 4 wave of na-
tional relief and good feeling

For a brief moment there seemed no
limit to the national eupheda, The ten-
sioms, the bitterness and the cumulative
rancor in the land seemed somehow to
find a final catharsis. The stock market
traded more shares in one day thon at
any time in its history, and the Dow
Junes avernge jumped o phenomenal 20
soints. Hanoi responded favarably to the

ambing pause, and Mr. Johnson, true

to his word, agreed to send U.S. -.]lptn-
mats  to meet with North Vietnamese
envovs for talks evervone hoped would
lead to peace negotiations. Everywhere
he went, the President was cheered and

applunded, and he seemed genuinely
more al ease than at any time since he
came to office.

In the first davs after Mro Johnson's
announcement of the bombing pause and
withdrawal from the Presidential race
the Democratic nomination seemed  to
become a prize that any of the major
candidates might reasonably eapect o
win, Sen, Robert F. Kennedy heralded
Mr, Johmson's decision as “troly magnani-
monss” and telegrophed the White House
requesting an interview so that he and
the President might discuss “how we
might work together in the interest of
national unity.” Vice President Huber
H. Humphrey at once loomed lorge os
Mr. Johnson's personal choice ta succeed
him, and coincidentally or not, the Presi-
dent saw hoth Kennedy and Humphrev
on the same day. For his part, Humphrey
seemed on the verge of Formally ane
nouncing  his candidacy, but had not
done so at the end of the week

Conviction: At the White House, uides
siressed  that their Chief's decision to
leave the stage he so long had dominat-
ed way based essentially on his convie-
tion that only by so doing could he heal
the divisions that were rending both his
party and the countrv and provide the
kind of effective leadership the nation
must have between now und the time a
new President {5 chosen. Buot it was a
telling commentary on the chronie condi-
tions affticting the United States that the
country scarcely experienced the oxhil-
aration of hope belore the President
agnin had to appeal for un end to divi-
siveness in the land.

Not the least of the week's ifronies,
pechaps, was that the bullet ending the
life of Martin Luther King once more
thrust Mr. Johnson back to the center ol
the political stage; After meeting wit
Negro leaders at the White House, he
went on television 0 deplore domestic
racial violence and fssue a fresh call for
unity, The prospect that he just might
succesd in his quest for a pew national
consensus touched off speculation that
the Democrats might finally turn to him
and ask him to reconsider his decision to
withdraw. In the light of the events that
shook the U.S. last week, even such a
contingency as this could not be  dis-
missed as impossible,

Chicago fire: As flames crackled,
bystanders shouted ‘King i dead’
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