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~«Panther Frame-lUns

Two decades after May Day, néw evidence suggests'-

Bl involvement in the Bldck Panther murder case
that rocked New Huﬂlﬁn = By Paul Bass

©19790 FEW ITAVEN ADVOCATE
s Mew Haven commemorales the 20(h annlversary of the massive
Muy By elvil-rights demenstration, naw evidenes SUggesis a
possibly deadly role in the periot’s tumeltusus events by an
unaean acler: the FRI,

Internal FB| documents demanstrate that te bursau's local ofica ongagod
In extonsive forging of letters and other covert actions to disrupt tha activitles
of black radicals—espocially the Black Panthar Pa riy.

And several never-published FRI documents offer cireumstantial evidence
for a theory long held by some Panthars: that local Panthors killed fellow
momber Alex Rackley In 1969 bacausa the FBI had laaked false information
portraying Rackloy as an Infarmant. That murder lod 1o a trial that tuened the
ity upside down, foousing the natlon’s attentlon an wheathor blscks eould
recelva a fir telal in the LS. The controversy lured 15,000 protesters and the
Mational Guard o the Mew Haven Green on May 1, 1970, for & tear-gas: fillnd
weekand that shul down lncal businesses as woll as Yale Unlversity classes,

Tha local FBI office rofe rs questians on the matiar to fnderal headquarters,
A spokesman thers, Mestor Mlehnyak, says, "You'ro not going to get any
comment; It dates back too long ago. Most of the agents weren't even hirs
then.” He says the FBI documents will have to speak for themsnlves,

Atthe very least, documents obtalned by the Adoocate prove that
suhsequent to the Rnckley murder, the FOI declded ngalnst planting slmllar
false lenks about potentlal Informants with West Const Panthiors bocause of .
the Hew Haven Incldont, .

In ndditlon, ather FBI documents from the patlid offor an In-depth viow of
wiys the bureau sought ta decelve local newspaper readers, black marchants,
church leaders, Yale officials and the Panthers thamsolves about avents
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Hmiﬂa'ren womaen demonstiate

In favor of sbottion tghts lnthe =
- garly 1970s. V
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a0 o Coming of Age
Amid shifting definitions of feminism, the nation's
v second-oldest wonien's center marks
a milestone » By Melinda Thlius

fstun up, all you lomikes it thore '|I‘4'|1|1:|| il voul step roacting to
men's whistles and catealls as compliments, amd start consideing
them the rantlngs of saxist pigs?
Or do you still considar tham a sign of your desirability?
ranswat, |t soema, may depend on your age.

Wrman wha came af polltical nge 20 years ago began Lo viow whistles ns
an axprossion of soxdsm, the wamen's movement's paradigmatic shopan:
“the: -sonalls polltical.™

P o slosn-geventy was & haady Ume far the women's smovaseont
man.oatous persondl and polltieal upheasal for the women Involved —and for
others whose lives they touched That year, tha Now Havan Womon's
Liboration Center was founded, and along with It 8 mavement, Lnsi
waoskond the contar hald a 20th annlversary women's concort, Like allher
avenis plannad to eommamorate the annivarsary, it evoked poipnant
me . sles for move mant volerans of two decades of hard work: stripples
within themselves over lbng-held bellals, struggles wlih others reslstant 1n
chaug:,

V/omen have come & long way, baby—in some respects. But the Hgunal
fights Amandment hasn't made it into the constitotion, Women's right to
ahn = vis more threatened than at any time since Aoa beat Wadain 1973,
Viol .co ngalnst women Is more visible than ever. Today faminlsm itsell1sn
dirty word In many efeeles. And eld ssues romaln for feminists, like
balancing priorities batween soclal service work and soclal ehangn work,

Hew Haven women say thelrs Is the second oldast continuously aperating
watrs . coniaf In the coun Iry {the aldeat 15 In hMissoula, Mant), I thaesa 20
yea . acenter has gono through foast and famine, outraach (o
comm “nlly and internal conflicts thet threataned to negate the athier hoartfielt

ayee ol
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transpliring in their mfdst. New Ifaven’s FBf
office Immersed itself in & disinformation
mission to—In its 6wn words—"'undermine
confidence” In black “leadership.”” Such
tanguage confirmed theories that sounded
paranold at the time when uttered by the
surveltied activists themselves: today. & new
generation of black activists in America’s
cltles has begun advencing similar theorles
that white authoritics seek to discredit black
Teaders.

The I'BI's counterintelligence mission 20
years ago had Its comiic moments, like
attempts to Instruct agenls in supposed
radical black lingo In order to write and
Interpret cunvlncln( forgerles (see accompa-
nying story, "How To Talk Black™). It had
plenty of Insidious moments. And it just may_
have had a deadly moment, too.

A New llaven Rerun?

Beglnning In 1977, the F'B! agreed to release
thousands upon thousands of intornal docu-
ments about its effort to disrupt political
actlvists. Called COINTELPRO (short for
Counterintelligence Program), the effort re-
lied on anonymous phone calls, forged let-
ters, informants and other technlques to
wreak internathavoc on anti-war and civif-
rights groups. More than 100,000 pages of
Internal FB{ COINTELPRO memos sit In
filing cabinets ln Cambridge, Mass.. where
reseacchers afMiliated with the National Law-
yers Gulld have centralized the flood of
Intriguing factotds \inearthed In lawsuits
and reporters' roedom of fhformation re-
quests from across the country in an ar-
chive.

The memos led to delinitive accounts of
FBI dirty tricks In cities like Chicago, New
York and Los Angeles. Network TV, metro-
poliian newsprpers, spaclal-Intorest jour-
nals, revealed those accounts Lo the nation.
For the most part, the exiensive dirty tricks
in New ffaven around the time have re-
celved scant mentlon, and no detalled ac-
count.

Sltting in the file cabinet, receiving no
notice at afl, have been memios from San
Francisco and Las Vegas that reforred \n the
New ltaven incldent ina suspiclous H,

+ Inone of them, dated April 22, 1971, FBI =

Director J. Edgar Hoover's office denled a
request from the Las Vogas office te dtroct
“‘an anonymous letter to the loca! BPP [Black
Panther Party) chapter indlcating that
[name deleted}, one of the leaders of the
local chapter, is a police Informant.” Why?
“{Stuch actian could possibly result In
sltuation similar to that which occurred in
Connecticut in May, 1969, when Alex Rack-
fey was tortured and killed by BPP, If the

allegation was believed.”
A yeat earlier, the San Francisco office
made a similar request, discussed In several
momos.

AMay 11, 1970, memo details & pro-

G AR L4, P

~"An attempt would be made to give the

Panther reciplent the impression the docu-
ments wore stolen from police files by .

disgruntied pollce

the murder of the suspected Panther by his
comrados.”

Whether or not the FBI deliberately
framed Rackley, it was ploased with the
crists which the murder case caused the
Black Panthers. A September 3, 1969, N
day progress sumunary from the New taves
office on the COINTELPRO program lists the
case under the heading of “Tangible ite-
sults": “On the national leved the nryest of
{Bobby] SEALE has certainly disrupted the
entire BPP organtzation and cansed an
additonal drain of BI'T funds.” And locathy,
the memo observad. “the majority of the
Black y and white ¢ iy is
nat glving the |'nr(y any visibie suppart. tn
short, they are apparently having to ‘s it
alone’ without community assistanee ™

Revisiting a Theory

To George Edwards. one of the Panthers
Jatled In the Rackley murder. the Eatestingo
mercly confirms his Inng-lwltl conviction
that the I'Bl set up Rackley. “1've had a L"I
feeling about it from then wtit new,
Edwards, who has carried on his jde: nls na
an anti-apartheid activist in New Haven
{and belleves he is thus still under govern.
ment surveltlance). 1o belleves law-
enforcement agents spread ( e ry-
mors about hitn as about Rackley: his
voluminous personal Bt file reveats that
agents Indoed cansidered him «dn
Tisting him tn their “ Agitator Inde
ing watch over practically bis every move
Edwards, too, was accused of helng an
informant at the time of the morder: e
admits to briefly pavticipating iy heating
Rackley during a pre-murder iterragation
A Panther forced hin at gunpednt o partic
patain the beating agatnst his will (o
Implicate him In the crime, Edwards says,
“This material is entirely consistent with
what people cluse the case have always
believed,” says local civit-rights attornes
Joha Wiiliams, wha ofieh represented the
Panthers In crindnal matters at the time,
Williams subsequently fited-- and won
& class-action lawsuit against illegal wire-
taps of thousands of innacent New [av.
eners’ phone conversations during the: pue
rlod. 1o expresses astonishment that the
San Francisco and 1.as Vegas memos never
appearcd among the “cactons and cartons™
of d the FOI released during

ployee symp to

the Panthers.”

posed 'disruptive-distnformation opetdtibN "W THunS 11 £ furil 17 memo; the Sen ..

tacgeted against the national offices of the
Biack Fanthe: Pasty...

““Xerox copies of true documents. docu-
ments subtly incorporeting false Informa-
tion, and entirely fabricated documents
would be periodically anonymously mailed
10 the residence of a key Panther leader.
These documents would be on the stationery
and In the form used by the police depari-
ment or by the FB1 in disseminating Informa-
tion 1o the police...

Francisco office’s special agent In charge

dr L.y refecs to a New Haven memo dated
1570 as the basis for the bureau’s opposi-
tion to “leaking information that an Indtvid-

. ua_+s-n Informant of the FBI. BPP history

Indicates they have dealt severely with sus-
peited informants, sven to the point of
kitling them."

4 subsequent memo agalin refersto the
pi -« sal: “The proposal was based on the
te. "~.que successfully used In the"—at

(o

which point a long black
mark drawn by the FBt con-

The paragraph ends by con-
cluding that to “cast suspi-
clon upon a BPP leader rs an
tnformant...could result in

coals the rest of the sentence.

case. “I(1 had had those docutnents fwerehd

1 have added additional charges of dirty trick

against the FRL. We had only sucpickons
then, not evidence. I'm just absalutely
shocked—not that they did it. but that |
didn‘t get the documents.”

“Itow eise can you Interpret(the v
besides: ‘We trind it, and it hackRred ' ?™
argues Chip Berfet, who has rescarched
COINTELFRO and other inteligence agency
abuses for 20 years. Berlet, secretary of llw
Nadonai Lawyars Guild's Civil Libert -
mittes, dug out the memos [rom the archive
for the Advocate. “1f the B had evidence
otherwise, they wauld have testified tn the
murder case that they knew Rackley was in
fact a snitch.”

Berlet notes that the FFRI had sieeessfully
used the fake-informer technique d s

Contimued an page 22

ns}

-




NI Y, 47TV

HATR GROUP«SKIN G.L,I,NIFFEEUE

e BRI | hﬁ*!’

anmLéerzw::E

Crir phitcscphy ls ihal a
Bride, obove ol elia,
oppeor ngfurally beoutiil,
Holr, make up, nofs,
heodolece consulialions
and tryauts are part of what
achlaves cur repulafion
lor parfaction. Wa wil
coordinaia sendoes for
your enlive party. Soho
and ol nafkal |
togaiher; - r;

N

] .

R

This lssue looks al the
relationship between the
clity of Mew Haven and the
Yale Community, host In
Hme for Alumnl Weekend,

Dran't milss this l}FIPﬂ‘Tll.I:' =
nliy. Your advertialng wifl
be presented ln an edliarial
envinment desigred o
promoele reader Interest and
responae,

-
Special distritrution of this
Essue will be provided si
all I'Hi-i-:nmr;ﬂl.‘gﬂ for

=

Also beauliful Mormls -n-:I taces
for partles lnd g:rdm w adding

. a
918 Whnl!!y J'wr. ;
Mew Hayen 397-8161

oll aluemnt wialting
Mew Haven,

For Advertislng
Information and Rates
call your saes
representative loday.

Mew Haven Advocale

789-0010

Advertising
Deadline:
Muy 21

Lt gy " E
May Day
Continied fram page 8 ;
marlier with tho Communiat Matly.,
dividing beadery ndihout sparking 2
mmirdor, “Edon’ think thoy tonl-
izl sominnan veonibd pet illed i
1hn Paniher cars].”

Hew Hrnven Pallen Chicl Micha-
lnn Pastore, wha atthp time Invesii-
gnied the Nacklny murdnor, dorsn’t
hay thn theary, Fasinrn, ton, bn-
liwes iackley wae probahly Innn
oan [fe srgues that the Pant
Invenied the chargn.

"The hareau didn’l know Alex
Anckiny exleind tntll afer ha v
thand. 1le was & saerilcie] lamb, I1's
vart of the way the Mafis werks
They ware crea ting thelr pwn eods
af eondust, The mensagn goes oul:
This Is the wey wa'ro going 1o dosl

wth thls™

To Berked and Willlamsg, Fas
tarn’s argumend reflncis tho parn
nala lww-enlzreamani eMelnls har-
horod tnward the towoghatklag
Fanthers, asme of whem had
rough reputatlens hut nneme of
wham had netially ke proved in
Instignie improvoked vinlenes.

{Inn ol the Fanthers who aciu:
nlty shal Backloy, Warran Blmlern,
befinyns hetd Anberpretstnee: il
Farnnt membsers had diFarant .
Uves In tha casa, he says. Dased on
Il rwn axpasiance, befors COM-
TALFAY dociaments came io lighi
In it lute "7 0w eonfieming i
wusplelana; b halfevad law-an-
Toreamant agancles wars up in
somathing with tha Fanihere
k)

Cﬂ:;u.th'n Writing .-

Wihalavas ihn Irith bahind the spa-
elfie Macklay decmation, hounitil
doturnents from the era offer Indis-
pirlahla avfdnnes il feal FBI
sgenis concocted planiy nf fake
:llilrllr*l Autlgrad 1o thwnr 1,
ihers,
=iy i1d 1 a1). Edgar Toaver's
prodding. A Mrech 28, 19069,
mnma [1wa maonihs befnrathe

lor rxprassnd inpatinnes with the
Hew Hlnves bistoasi, Aeferrlng to
weriier mema damanding propos.
uls for “counterinialfiganca ma- \
Artrveds almnd s galnst tha BPP,”
the dacumept caimplalng,
you have suhmilied nn enacrete
recommendrtions under itz pro-
gram concarning the Nlack Fanthor
Farty, deapita dhe faet his ex-
Iromely dangerasiaprganizationts
actbve In Fair eliles bn yaur fhvi-
slon” {Erldgepart, Marifonl, Now
Maven and Middleiown)

an hogan coughlng up propos-
by wilh guato, And goiling ap-
proval [Leant 8f anonymaus Nyer
ta black merchants nrar & hallding
the Fanibiors planred to turn Into
thalr local handguarters. Sup-
pesadly wnuunf—,"-‘. Concarned
Merchant,” the Ayar wrgsd busl-
nexs paopln la hlack (he movs.

Tha buraau drow an anany-
matin, delililad "Ll 1t 1n" fhror to
couriar each asperilen of tha Pan-
thers' “Ten-Folnt Program.”™
(Exampla: I reapanas ta Peint
Taur, which called for dacant hous-
Ing. the anerymnas authar wrots,
"The Anapes fsde] of the BFT is out
ol aight, yot dig tha pads ihst are

i UF.-I'-lhiquﬂl.rhrl."]

b

Mackley musrder) lrom tho PO direc-|

“Todate | \

Ina ol 26, 1971, M0-dlay
tabus ropart an ko COINTRLITO
ellard, the local ofTice lisled inder
“Tangible Resulis” the apprerance
il thesr Iwn Myers insidn “mamer
aim blnck baslnerses,”” Crnwed the
el wates reporl, ks evliden b
e Dk of aipgoent ol s
Wir imiteelamm anilfar peaidemis
Phe faienedinde neon of the 15171 a0
this mpanistn has bop gl mis-
rossful.”

Armong nilar IV disinfarm -
Flon tadlcs revnalod Inthe e

#A hally kiinr from a sipjes
edly nuirsgred Yabke alum tn the Yale
mfminleirating ormplalinlog aheuol
1ha ienlvesslly o Inlapames of Pan
hiera Im fls nalday, {The PR sleaned
i M eleting e dhis s

=A almiflar kiter, sippnemlty
Frotm an ngils nrd patkthilnner, 1n
eMctaks ol & eluireh ahsail & eBisieh
preana’s asencintloms’ with tha

WEGRIA FLAILTH LLMmin

Apll 30, 1970: Marchants board 1p windows ot Chapel Square
all bn antlcipation of Wiolance.

Tanthars, The deliry eas wsger-
Elrirg pm the nlhjl-ﬁ.'t mali bt
nondd slleges| Cienmimiag leaniegs
& pnnmyrisi fedter inhiepeie
ool Panthey kailor Mol
claimibng that party mesmil "
forger respactesd his ke glershin
The srnnlslsd vnepbon bn il TOL
NEex brglne: "Whinad, (Rlark rovnbi-
Hriary ward Fer close Ielpid),
anin’ € ileliek e | mifionie dlaei fliea
lan't i rnases fer yiuir arertiler, i
ms That we havo [Ty, @ heanriful
mait, you ar tal mombol as grostly
in lead ihn parey, ] "|r||r,-" [
lisiny Hawuan
slaltars i nnw:pupnr edilnrs,
elgnad with Netltiows names.
sCalleta rapnelers al "mnrhrrl-
thn"” media with apil-Paniher
Infrmatlon, Tha Ve Marea Tegia:
ter appanred an (he ey of suek
modin. A Navamber 1967, statea
repord Fats ea & “langlble resuhl™
What the Haman Revations Councit
of Greater Now {Tavan singted out
the Reglster far hiased coverage
preventing the I'anthers from re-
celving a faiv irial in the Rackley
case. Tho menid conchudad:
“Throtigh an ostablished sonrer,
the ‘New Haven Register® will com-
ue {o recetve public source

aln

ta.

cAn anonyinons letier to wa -
tlonal Panther headquarters, “al.
legedly by a BPP symipathizer in
New taven,”” ahoul supposedly
questinnable canduct by a Panther
leader atp rafly on the Graen

«A call to a Tantlier member,

* when he wag out of the compaiy of
 local leaders. criticizing an crabat.
i tled toeal Seader for ™

o relating’
A0 the local sitiation and heing
amnre concerned with demnnstia .
tons with Yale and MIT white

/" radicals,
4 In na P, the Haw 1a *A handwrittan tetter to rxiled

Tanther leader Blidvidge Cleaverin
Algiers criticizing Vuey Newton for
spanding ton mueh timie It nemn.
fortable Yale dormitory suite, “Ru-
reau suggests letier be signed
‘Brothers in Now I5aven’ and (o
Include (slcl snveral misspallings
and punctuation orrors in ordor
that lettor appuars more au-
thentie.”
*A plan ta call in embarrassing

questions to Huey Newton
on a live Channef 8 eall-in show.

As It turned out, Newton can-
celod the TV appearance. In this
caso, the FBI obvlously didn't fo)-
low through on a plan. In other
cases, ft most certainly did,



The Magic Bus

How the “friendly
face of authority”
really kept the city
coof

e Wrathermen wens kg 0
Hew Huver i anpune k] male
e prigdeery coame e, ey wrre
e ey
The prephecy: Tha Mew Haven wosild
eaplide b Lhe bagpen poliicsl viokmee of
the lie Shw'esily Mh Creedi

it bk
=] ]
Mayday,
VETE, rally vy

fosicts. Marmndd wfiey
i line i Boh
Dhlan's “Homesick
Subterranesn
Blues” aboui haow
ou don'l pend g =

weatherman to know
which way the wind blows,”
was 1 violence-obsessed splinter of the more
serious-minded Students for a2 Democratic
Society (SDS), whose effectiveness had
peaked earlier in the ‘60s. Shonly before
Mayday, Weatherman members had sparked
violence at 3 protest in Harvard. Now the
group had chartered two buses to New
Haven for the big demao.

But actually getting to New Haven would
prove trickier than the group imagined.

That's because police in New Haven knew
about their plans Port of 2 national netw ork
~ ‘epantmc s ilie; wi snoo; Ag on rdical:
(v.der the umbrella - . the FBl's COINTEL-
PRO, or Cwn(ef-mlelhgme Program), New
Haven's cops had received word of the plans
from Massachusetts.

New Haven Police Chief Jim Ahern
brought the news to Henry “Sam” Chauncey,
top aide 1o Yale President Kingman Brewster
in charge of dealing with the impending
Mayday mayhem.

“He said, The best thing is if they never
get here,” Chauncey recalls of his conversa-
tion with Ahern. *My first vision is of them
getting assassinated.™

Chauncey is laughing. He didnt really
think Ahern meant assassination. But he was-
nt sure what Ahem did mean. Ahem clued
him in.

“He asked me if I had any money.
Kingman had given me $100,000 to do things
we had to do.”

Soon Chauncey was in Boston, talking to
the bus company. He told compaay officials
“who these people were” Then he asked
whether Yale could substitute its own drivers
for the company's drivers, and leave the

W APRIL27,1995 | THE NEW HAVEN ADVOCATE

Cacey: oy war, Kt e o oerty A dfret indof ooty et rmemme
National Guord came equipped with its fullsized model fo the Green.

Weatherfolks stranded in the middie of
nowhere.

At firt the company balked, Chauncey
says. Then it agreed on the terms that Yale
buy insurance for the bus in case the

bough(lheinmnnce

Then, ,right befie Mayday, the
“Veathermen bo  ded the busses. As the Yale-
hired drivers reached Hopkinton—"the most
barren place on the Massachusetts
Turnpike™—the drivers stopped, Chauncey
slys'l'hcy;aout.'ﬂ:ypoppedlhehood!o

busses, pretended there was

enynelmlble Thcytookwlpmolthe
engine.

Along came a car that just happened 0
stop. Well, k didn't just happen 0. It was
another Yale-hired driver. The two bus dri-
vevs,kzysmdmdmp-nsmhnd,hopped

the best of our knowledge, they never
appeared in New Haven,” Chauncey recalls.
They left the busses alone.

Magic Bus is just one of many sto-
ries of how Yale and New Haven
authodus really kept New Haven

free that historic 4

its of Noblesse Oblige Liberalism.

Unlike the crooked Republicans who ran
the White House, the violent thugs who ran
other police departments across the country,
or the petty power-strutting potentates at
other universities, the barons of Yale and
New szens Iibeal police chief gave lhe

mhhshedocdcr !

A afi mored wnthei ¢ nterp s elset,
whct:meygenumelydlda  room for the
expression of buming dissent.

When New Haven did not explode on
Mayday weekend, andthen Kert State did in
Ohio (when National Guardsmen shot dead
four student protesters), the national press
held up New Haven and Yale as models of
tolerance. Chief Ahern held his officers back
from beating on radicals. He "rapped” with
street  d Yale's  Ki
Brewster and his sidekick Chauncey opened
the gates of their university to protesters, fed
them granola, housed the yisiting unshow-
ered masses for free. In the end, a few itchy-
fingered National Guardsmen let loose some
tear gas late at night. But overall New Haven
had fewer arvests than on a typical, uneyent-
ful weekend. The only appreciable vio-
lence—the bombing of Yale's skating rink, an
arson fire at a liberal political headquarters—
probably came from the right, not the left-

25 years ago. Listening to the full story—
much of which is still just dribbling out 25
years later—demonstrates how Mayday,
1970, revealed both the promise and the lim-

wing p

‘That was half the story.

The other haf first came to light in 1977,
While gladhanding protesters, Chief Ahern
was also overseeing the most intrusive

police-spying operation in America. He over-
saw an illegal phone-wiretapping operation
that had four taping machines going around
the clock. Not only did New Haven receive
the most outside money per-capita of any
American city to try to abolish poverty in the
*50s and '60s. It also had; per capita, the most
illegally-wiretapped citizenry. (Some would
those

suggest a3 connection between two
facts.)
Ahem probably did have a sincere liberal

streak in him; his 1972 book Police i Trouble
calls for society to stop relying oa police and
force 10 settle more difficult social tensions (a
resonant call in today’s debate over crime and
drugs). But Ahem also had another reason to
fear radicals less than other police chiefs did.
He was more on top of their movements.

Yale's Brewster, meanwhile, was 2 proud
member of the Nixon White House enemies'
list because of his outspoken liberalism. Just
as Mayday approached, he declared that he
sincerely doubred the ability of black revolu-
donaries to receive a fair trial in America. He
opened Yale's doors to more minorlty stu-
dents than ever before. In the minds of his
detractors, he allowed a small contingent of
Black Panthers, in 1own for only a few
monshs, to shut down his Ivy League univer-
sity for a week-long strike to call atention to
the Seale trial.

Through special assistant Chauncey's
close working relationship with police chief
Ahern, Beewster also made savvy use of the
New Haven police’s first-rate intelligence.

rewster and Ahern are both dead
now. The only living member of the
three-person  working group is
Chauncey. Others close 1o Ahemn at
the time, though, as well as
chronidlers of Yale's approach to Maydzy.
confirm Chauncey’s close personal and work-
lng selationships with both Brewster and

Today(]uunceyspelksundndl without
apology, of Liberalism’s Mayday Tnumph In
that triumph, he sees timeless lessons about
the proper uses of authority, in conkrast to the
excesses of authority elsewhere in the coun-
uy at the time.

*Our nation is going to be more and more
divided again,” he predicts. "The - issue of
how authority should be used is going 10 be
a very big issue.”

From his name, to his lineage, to his dis-
armin~  likable maaner, ‘tenry “Sam”
Ch 1y oozes comf 1 with . nhonly hs
fan. "~ was in'this . -ntry from thie begin-
ning,” he says. One ancestor was 2 Yale
founder. Another served as Harvard's second

(Charles Chauncey, 1 “well-known
radical religious thinker who got fired
because he believed in religious freedom™).
Sam's dad founded the Educational Testing
Service, which basically sets the standards for
judging who receives what kind of higher
education, and thus, often admission to posi-
tions of power in society. Chauncey eventu-
ally became Secrefary of Yale. Then he
founded and headed a bio-tech incubator-
research center in New Haven called Science
Park. After that, he served as president of
Gaylord Hospital. Today, as his 60th birthday
approaches, he teaches at Yale's School of
Epldemiology and Public Health, where he
also runs a small program in health-care man-
1 .
Chauncey says Ahern greatly influenced
Yale with his approach to preventing vio-

Ice. .
“Jim Ahern had 2 clear strategy. He let 2

crowd go anywhere they wanted and met no
opposition unless they genuinely wanted to
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Then & Now

New Haveners
recag bow
Mayda
reacbe% into
their lives—
and what it
means today

By Pasd Bass

Frank Annunziato
“A Sense of What a
Movement Was”

Annunziato was a public school
teacher active in the American
Independent Movement (AIM) in
1970. AIM began publishing an
alternative  neuspaper  called
Modern Times on Mayday. It also
ran tbe Bread .and Roses

Coffeebouse on Elm Sireet, which
beiped feed activists entering town
for the demonstration. Today be
directs the Center for the Study of
Collective Bargaining at Baruch
College in New York.
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3 SN
'hd{,hapu..(mgkx...l‘l'zva.eal
attention. Their commander was
barking orders at them. His back
Wwas to us. We were all flashing them
the peace sign. When he tumed
around, most of the {National
Guardsmen| did the same thing
back 10 us. When he couldn't see
hem.

K's something ['ve never forgot-
en. They were all our age. | was 24.
“here was really, which was never
wpped sufficiently by the Jeft, 2 lot
€ commonality between people
emonstrating and people in the
mmy. These were workingclass
ids in the drafi. These were people
¢ needed to talk to and communi-
wte with. This incident proved that

% had a2 sense then of what a
wement was. There were very few
‘s in my life that T had that sense.
Jerry Rubin was on the Green

speaking. His vocabulary in those
days—fuck" had to precede every
word. The crowd got sick of it. The
crowd started chanting, “Fuck Jerry
Rubin®™ It was the most poputar
chant of the day. It was gross, what
he was doing.

We were down there at night
with ali the tear gas and the mace
and the pepper gas and stuff like
that. It was one of the first times we
were allowed 10 be linside Yale].
There was disorder reigning every-
where. There was this almost surre-
al image going. There would be

there with handkerchi

ell no, I wasn't glad the
Panthers were in town.
They wanted to move in
and make cenain that
community support wanted to fol-
low them around 2 number of
issues—the school lunch program,
what have you. But in addition they
wanted the students walk out of
school and demonstrate. I objected
to that. I didn't think you should
distupt our education.
They had maybe six, seven,
eight, 10 people. They didn't have

Y
on their face. The army would lob
some tear gas in the crowd.
Everyone would start retreating. An
hour later came back.

It was a lot of fun. It wasn't New
Haven. It was a different city.

Theresa Argento
“We Just Stayed Away”

Argento, a lifelong community vol-
unteer, today chairs the New Haven-
Amalfi Sister City Commitiee and is
president of the St. Andrew Ladies
Society. Sbe works for city govern-
ment as an audttor.
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Pantbers couldn receive a fair
irial, as the demonstrators charged]
This wasn't down South. There’s no
reason why anybody black or white
‘wasn't treated equally. As far as I'm
concemed, everybody's equal.

Hank Parker

“Our Greatest Hour”

In 1970, Parker chaired a group
called the Black Coalition. R repre-
sented 11 African-American groups
in New Haven which ranged from
the  “militant® Hill ~Parents
Association and the Angry Young

Black Men to the NAACP and the -

Urban League. He ran for mayor
unsuccessfully in 1969, 1971 and
1979. He later served as state trea-
surer. Today be works for an asset-
managemenit firm on Wall Sireet.

Y ip with them.
Their idea was they'd go around
that group and create chaos and
disorder and be able to be in fromt
of . We recognized that if we were
going to have any success in any
program 0 lmnmve the human

oefERE I Su oriTmunEy, W

Te W g n
i iy, b
ke, He wis mifr
wearknd, In

mearing wd inid, ha
Bhis gy Hask Farker™ |
Tm Hank Farker
U hairr ey e o
Ire Bz gei
whaiees | have
i fhel Wil e e ooy
with. But we're not going to
pull our kids out.”

We didn't have any wouble. It
was just a matter of standing up...

Of all the struggles African-
Americans have had in this country,
‘we had a kinship for alf the [black
protest] groups, even if we dis-
agreed. ik would have been difficult
for Stokely Carmichael or H. Rap
Brown to get people to follo
them. We felt they were throwing
the stones through the windows
that heiped the rest of us get things

Coalition had
p you would have
to deal with. It lasted for the
or s0. Our community

always had problems with
who's the leader and who does
everybody follow. I think that the
Black Coalition, particulady afier

nity. [ don’t know anybody that ik
did not represent.

1t's not like that today. It has not
been like that since, in terms of
actually having an umbrella. We are
headed for chaos, in my view. If
there were as many guns among
the youngsters in 1969 and "70, it
would have been worse. Wih all
these politicians talking about
removing jobs and affirmative
action—those were really the safety
net. They gave hope.

Chuck Allen
“Shipped Out”

Al w1 and s
tng in the Oy Potmt
nelgbborbood at the time of
Mayday; be remembers spending
all of May and the summer out of
fown. He later became an alder-
man, then a state senator. Today
be’s an aide to New Haven Mayor
Jobn DeStefano.

re weren't 100 many
_blacks in City Point at that
time. My father's fear was

My grandmother was
very active in the union at the old
‘Winchester plant. Lo and behold, we
found out years later she was on the
wiretap list. The reason as we have
been able 0 deduce was because

bougit them out in the '60s, the
union movement was figured o be
Communist, anti-American. Years

My grandmother was every bit
of four-foot nine, four-foot eight.
She never moved off any place lk
™ Screet fin halbville]
Her big accomplishment was help-
ing 1o send her grandkids to col-
lege. She worked 10 the day she
died in Winchester's plant. She
worked overtime when the mon-
gage payment was due or she had
to buy 2 winter jackét. I don't think
her savings account ever reached
into the three figures. But she
became an enemy, 2 dangerous
person! It always struck me as
weird looking back.

Marleen Cenotti
“It Was a Wakening”

Cenotti was working with Christian
Community Action in the Hill neigh-
borbood o deliver meals and rides
$0 bouse-bound people tn 1970, She
was also active in prolest move-
ments. Today she ouwns and runs the
Advocate Press (no relation o this
neuspaper), still the printer of choice
Jor progressive political groups.

¢ just felt like the city was under
sicge. It was very bizamre 10 be
not in some Third World coun-
try and have the streets filled
with men armed with canisters and
shields. It was very frightening.
The tear gas wasn't until after

was going on. | remember that we
didn't think anybody did anything,
but it was as though the National

Guard folks were ner-
were being railroaded. It was 2 wak-
ening. The dvil-rights movement
wasn't moving fast enough. It got 2
lot of people who were white, mid-
dle-class involved. [ remember New
Haven having 1 lot of white people
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