People s Party llrally to
protest Conner’s murder.

by Windel E. Culbreath

An estimate of 350
people gathered in Clin-
ton Park’s community
park to hear speakers
protest the murder of
Bobby Joe Conner. Con-
ner was stomped to
death in the Galena Park
police station by two
Houston policemen
April 4, 1970,

Policemen A.R. Hill
and J.A. McMahon were

indicted on charges of .
murder by the Harris

County Grand Jury.

They are still awaiting
trial while free on bail i

after their lawyer se-

cured a second delay to .

represent clients in
other cases.
After removing the !

trial from Harris Coun-
ty over Dist. Atty. Carol
Vance’s assertion that

the two men could not |

get a fair trialinHarris
County, the trial was
scheduled for Comal
County Court. The seat
of Comal County Court
is in New Braunsfields.

The murder of Bobby
J. Conner has been de-
scribed as animalistic,
brutal, insane, irre-
sponsible, unnecessary
and regrettably disgust-
ing by elements of the
Black community. Black
organizations and the
Black media have called
for justice and a speedy
trial.

Larry Taylor, anoth-
er Black youth, was pre-
sent and severely beaten
by officers, but he sur-
vived the incident with
injuries. Taylor was re-
quired to undergo sur-
gery as a result of the
beating he took at the
hands of the two in-
dicted policemen.

After the incident in
April, 1970, Taylor re-
lated that he and Conner:

-had pbrrowed a friend’s
“car.
light, they ‘‘panicked
and ran before police
caught up with them.”’
After they were arrest-
ed, the two were hand-
cuffed and taken to the
Galena Park police sta-
tion.

Taylor added, ‘‘We

fter - runmng ared’

un vur stomach andthen
on our backs. We were
repeatedly kicked with
the heels of the offi-
cers’ shoes...Bobby Joe
fell on the floor...he was
kicked when he didn’t
get up. They kept telling
him to get up, and kept
kicking him.”’

Bobby was described

by one friend as a per-

son who had never been
‘‘violent or got into any
fights.’’ About the beat-
ing, another friend as-
serted, ‘‘It was espec-
ially cruel that he had
been kicked in the stom-
ach because he had ul-
cers.”

Repeated demonstra-

[,

linton Park rally. Where

the Black community in
protest of the Conner
slaying. Two Galena
Park policemen, Glen
Brady and Walter San-
ders, had original cus-
tody of Conner and Tay-
lor. They were suspend-
ed for standing by while
two Houston police beat
Bobby and Larry. The
.two Gal®na Parkpolicer’
men were not charged
in the affair, and they
have returned to work
in the midst of a Black
community that is still
hostile in their feelings
towards the officers.

HOW MUCH PUBLIC
FUROR?
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Conner- fnurder in CH?i"J are under until

ton Park Sunday after-

- noon, April 4. They in-

cluded Ovide Duncan-

tel, outspoken Black
from the Sunnyside
area; James Aaron,

chairman of People’s
Party II, and Charles
Freeman, People’s
Party II Culture Coor-
dinator.

“You’ve forgotten
Bobby Joe Conner,”’
claimed Duncantell.
‘““We’re here to pro-
test the murder of Con-
ner, who was stomped
to death by some police
from the Houston Po-
lice Department--in
conjunction with some
pigs that are very close
to you--the Galena Park
Police Department.

‘““How much public
furor is being raised
about this issue? Bob-
by Joe Conner was
stomped to death. Look
at Lt. William Calley.
All the people in Ameri-
ca are trying to put
pressure on President
Nixon to free him. How
much public furor is
being raised to see that
the men who killed Bob-
by J. Conner will an-
swer for this crime?
They have been delaying
the trial of the two men
who criminally killed
Bobby Joe.

‘It takes a mad man

" to shoot a little 14-year.

old kid in the back,”
asserted Duncantell. ¢‘It
takes a madmantogoon

top of a church--a sa-
cred house--and shoot a
brother down...We did
not hear anything from
the Black churches when
Rev. Malone let them
use his church to shoot
down a Black brother...

You gotta stop this cat
from wasting your
brother in the commun-
ity.
namese are more im-
portant to you than your
brothers, sisters, and
mothers, then some-
thing is wrong with your
thinking--you have a
mental problem...If you
can deal with the South
Vietnamese, you should

change it. But

. policeman stops

legally or puts hi
on you withot
cause, he’s brea
law--you’re supj
deal with this.
tithe he comes
community and
breaking the la\
are supposed |
him there...It i
ardly toambush:
er from a chur:
cowardly to har
brother and take
jail and beat t

‘““To the brott
there who use tha
juana and other
of narcotics, 1
alone. Any broth:
ing with or push
stuff, he’s deali
the pigs. The
that stuff in th
munity. If you dc
lieve it, just take
at the places de
the community :
how many time
are arrested or
down for this -
stuff.”’

‘“NEWS MEDIA
US A BAD IM

In addition to
tinuous barrage

test for the mu
Bobby Joe, (

. Freeman bitter

cused the news
of “‘giving us (P
Party II) a bad i
‘“The news me:
torted the Party
distorted the in
Carl Hampton.
‘““Today we co
in memory of a |
who was br:
stomped to deatt
police departmer
brother was han
when he was be
death...] didn’t
him, but we-.a:

If the South Viet=~-Black and what ¢

him affected me.

‘““There are b
and sisters whon
lice protection,
can’t get it becat
(police) are all
Dowling,’”’ added
man. ‘“‘A lot of
wonder if we'r



