286 EYNALDO ANDERSON

cadre under the age of twenty. Not only were the Des Moines recruits
young, but most of them were drawn from the ranks of recent high school
graduates, students, working-class, and impoverished African Ameri-
cans.'® However, other members like Clive DePatton were children of the
black middle class in Des Moines. DePatton’s father, Hobart, owned sev-
eral small businesses in the Center Street and University Street area until
the property was confiscated through eminent domain by the city of Des
Moines.!! Finally, the average educational level of the membership was
rather limited. Although the founder, Mary Rem, had finished high
school, and the Deputy of Education, Charles Knox, had attended college,
many of the rank-and-file activists were high school dropouts."?

The Des Moines chapter required that its members either work or at-
tend school in order to learn the needs of the people and understand
where they lived and worked. In the minds of the Iowa leadership, since
members had to get up early in the morning to participate in programs
for the community, the work or school requirement attracted only the
most dedicated individuals to the Des Moines BPP. According to Andre
Rawls, Kansas City chapter member, the Black Panther Party was neither
“a social organization” nor “a political organization in the sense of Ameri-
can . . . politics”; rather, it was a way of life:

You would have us getting up at 5:00 in the morning to get the kids fed then
give them whatever job, whatever school task we had, come back in the
evening, go out into the community, politicize, sell newspapers, do political
education classes, and end our day at about midnight. It was a way of living.
It is very difficult sometimes to get people to understand that the Black Pan-
ther Party was not a social organization, nor was it a political organization
in the sense of American electoral politics. But it was a military revolution-
ary organization that you actually lived in."®

Since the majority of the members were young people, the discontent
of black students was an important part of the chapter’s agenda. The qual-
ity of education that blacks received in the Des Moines public school sys-
tem was poor. Eventually black students—led by Edward Smith, president
of the Black Committee for Student Power, and following the BPP direc-
tives—presented sixteen wide-ranging demands to the school board.™ Ac-
cording to the Des Moines Register, these demands included the following:
(1) Have black teachers teach African—African American history; (2) in-
struct students about the true fighting history of minorities and poor
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whites; (3) establish community control boards; (4) hire more black t h
ers§ (5) refer to students as African American or black rather than Nzac _
6) involve students in the decision-making process; (7) include mino ifo’
01.1 S.tudent Councils; (8) reevaluate the Department of Pupil Servicesr'l (le;
ehm.mate the Tracking System; (10) inform all students of available scil 9l
arshg)s regardless'of academic standing; (11) remove racist teachers; (:)2;
gver. aul tea'cher in-service tra.lifling; (13) provide greater academic ’free—
om; (14) .glve teachers a decxslon-making role in education; (15) all
stude.nts with voting power to be on the school board; and (16)’ dos not o,
lease mfor.mation about students without their consen’t.'s o
. Accord.lng to Knox, “Some of those young people went to jail for sta
ing that kl.nd of sit-in. But, it was worth it because in the end you got tl? _
teachers with a union. And the teachers in Des Moines should g,e thinki .
those stuc.lents right now.”!® The black students were supported by a ha Icllg
£ul of Whlt? students. For example, a white student, Robert Wall};ce s:'d_
Hmany White .students back their Black brothers and sisters 100 per’cenlt -
las(;lw?ver, the.: mcre:flsed militancy o.f the black students attracted a back.-
in certa-m sections of Des Moines’s white community. According to
the Des Moines Register, when the segregationist governor of Alaba?n
George Wallace, visited the Midwest in October 1968, on his campaign f a’
the presidency, enthusiastic, large white crowds greeted his arrivalp” o
Charles KTIOX proved instrumental in helping the Panthers mo];ﬂize
sources.. In line with that, the Des Moines branch secured the >use 0;‘3'
h(.)use in the lt?cal community that was owned by the Catholic Churc}?
with the promise to use the facility to help the local black population

Charles Knox explains how he challenged
d
to consider this offer: ged and persuaded the BPP chapter

T.ha‘lt’s when I posed the question to them: “If they were serious about orga-
nizing, if you are serious lets go get this house from these Catholics” Thft’s
hf)w’we started. And when we got the house it was amazing becal;se the

didn’t think it was going to happen. I did the pre-negotiation for the housey
You know, telling the people if they were serious they would let the '
folks come on in and let us take it and run it. e

Onc.e he secured an office for the chapter, Knox focused on political
edl.lcatlon fc?r the membership. Cadres were instructed in the BPP’s theo-
retical ter'mlnology but were also instructed on how to adapt theory to
the practical everyday reality for midwestern blacks. All members were



