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The outright murder of more than 50 inmates and guards at At-
tica State Prison on Monday, September 13, 1971, was conspired
par1icularly and specifically by New York State Governor Nelson
Rockefeller and U.S. President Richard M. Nixon. There is clear
evidence of this fact in that the State's own correctional officers
[ guards, in the hands of the inmates I and the inmates themselves
were shot to death with weapons belonging to nearly 1,700 Na-
tional guards and State Police, sent in to do the killings. The
vicious attack was ordered by and openly congratulated and sup-
por1ed by NelsOl Rockefeller and Richard M. Nixon. The dead
guards and dead inmates were filled with holes from 12 gauge
shotgun blasts alII varying machine guns, rifle and pistol wounds
--all tbe dead bodies having bee. mutilated by as many as 12
bullet or buckshot holes. Not one such type weapon was in the
ha111s of any of the inmates.

The inhuman tactics of the attack were organized and carried
out by a trained militia-maa, formerly wi~ dIe U.S. Army's
counter-intelligeoce diyisiol in WashingtOl, D.C., Captain Henry
F. Williams of N.Y. State Police. Rockefeller, Nixon, Oswald, et
31, willfully ignored all further negotiative guidance and con-
spired and ordered the murderous attack.

At the request of the inmates at Attica State Prison, Chairman

Bobby Seale, of the Black Panther Party, entered the prison

grounds on Saturday evening, September 11, 1971. Chairman Bob-

by explained to the prison brothers that he would leave the prison

and return after consultation with other Central Committee mem-

bers as to the exact nature of practical, political negotiating

guidance that the Black Panther Party could and would lend, and

that this required returning to the Party's Oakland Headquarters.

The prisoners stated to Bobby that no guard would be killed or

released, at least until his return with some practical negotiating

guidance which the inmates could decide upon. That following

Sunday morning, Chairman Bobby was denied permissi1ln to re-

enter the prison. At this point Russell G. Oswald [ State Prison

Corrections Commissioner] demanded that the Chairman beg the

brothers compromise their position, as Oswald felt that Bobby

would influence the prisoners greatly. When Chairman Bob~

clearly stated that only the prisoners could make their own deci

sions and that he would not compromise their stance nor thei

lives, he was then not allowed re-entry into the prison yard t

again reassure the prisoners of his return.
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"We are MEN. We are not beasts."

country. We demand that the federal
government intervene so that we will
be under direct federal jurisdiction.
We want the government and the ju-
diciary 1 namely Constance B. Motley,
to guarantee that there will be no re-
prisals. And we want all facets of the
media to articulate this."

they wolJld confine others, confine those
i who had dealt them such terrible blows,
out to simply go free, live like human
'beings, outside the prison walls -and
for those who would, to even leave the
country to go to one where they could
be treated and respond to others as
human beings. Their goal was not to
take any lives, but to save lives -
their own. The capturing of guards was
a move to exchange lives -theirs for
the guards' -for they presumed that
America placed value on human lives -
especially when those lives were of
people who upheld and enforced the
very laws which are the foundation of
the "Democracy".

They say violence eruptedonThurs-
day, Septeml)er 9th, at Attica State
Prison in New York, when nearly 2,000
men wrested control of the facility from
the hands of State officials and prison
administrators, Wtth this as a starting
point and basis for "action", Gover-
nor Nelson Ro::kefeller of New York
and U.S. Presldent Rfcnard M, Nixon
ordered and had implemented the O~t-
right murder, the massacre of atleast
50 persons, four days later, Violence
did not erupt at Attica on September
9th, The brutal beatings, the isolations
cells, the secret murders. the overall
inhumal1e conditions perpetrated by the
prison administration, the State and
F ederal governments has existed for
some time, For one group of men -
the State -to claim the right to kill
or otherwise destroy the lives ofother
men -the inmates -is certainly viQ-
lence in the extreme,

During that first day, the brothers in.
sipe had taken complete control of the
prison; but as armed police re-inforce-
ments moved in, they were pushed back
to be primarily concentrated in one cell
Block -D. Later on in the day, a
counter-attack was launched by the
heroic inmates, who had only their
hands and clubs; but this move was
soon quelled by the submachine guns,
r ifles with telescopic sights and tear
gas grenade launchers of police.

As things became more settled, the
brothers began establishing a base of
operation on the D-Block yard. Tents
were set up for living quarters and
the arrested guards were situated;
also, an area was cleared for dis-
cussion and communication with news
media and the group of outside ne-
gotiators for whom the inmates had
called. When news of the uprising came
to the Black Panther Party as well as a
call from New York to have Huey P .
Newton, Minister of Defe~se of the
Black Panther Party I come to Attica

The seizure of the Attica State prison
by those it held by force. by the in-
mates there, was a human response to
the violence and suffering the brothers
had long endured. W11en in a quick and
organized. united move those brothers
declared in action that they would take
authority over their lives. they stated
that by capturing control of the prison
and arresting approximately 38 of the
institution's guards. they wished to
make it clear that they no longer wished
to be coluined like animals. nor treated
like animals. Their aim was not to
control the prison to the degree where

Their declaration made all of this
distinctly clear:. "The entire incident
that has erupted here at Attica is not
a result of the dastardly bushwhacking
of the two prisoners on September 8,
1971, but of the unmitigated oppression
wrought by the racist administrative
network of this prison throughout the
years. - .,..." "-0 t

"We are MEN, We are not beasts
and we do not intend to be beaten or
driven as such, We will not compro-
mise on any terms, except those terms
that are agreeable to us,

"We want complete amnesty -free-
dom from all or any physical, mental
or legal reprisals. We want:. now -
speedy and safe transportation out of
confinement to a non-imperiallstic CONTINUED ON p AGE 17



were sunmg over tre6s during earlier
eras. Long before September 15, 1963,'
when the beautiful, blossoming bodies
of four young sisters were blown td
pieces as they attended Sunday School,
the bomb had become a well-tested
and officially sanctioned weapon of
white racism.

COMRADE ANGELA DA VIS
The following succinctly moving

statement is not only the analysis of
one of our comrades, who has sat
there in a jail cell now for nearly
a year for having said and delivered
so much toward our struggle for
liberation, of the bombing in Birm-
ingham that shook us all eIght years
ago, but is an account of one whose
girlhood years were spent in the terror
that was Birmingham, Alabama. Angela
Davis was born and raised in Birm-
ingham, a particular which can pos-
sibly be reflected upon as an integra]
part of the events that honed the re-
volutionary .

The beauty of her statement not only
enforces our painful memory of the
four little girls who'd kneeled to pray
and our subsequent commitments, but
~eveals a side of Angela Davis with
which many are not famUiar.

and ndhlessly brought to an end, my
reaction was deeply personal. Yet,
I could not avoid being struck by the
objective realities incorporated in that
act of murder.

This act was not an aberration. n
was not a fortuitous occurrence
sparked by a few extremists gone mad.
It was, on the contrary, logical and
inevitable. Its matrix was an openl)
racist world, no aspect of which had
to be camouflaged. The racist was ex-

aren't good for a little child,"

plicitly allowed, if not encouraged,
to express himself and what he fel;
to be the exigencies of his environ-
ment by having recourse to all avail-
able means, including the most ex-
treme, The individuals who planted thE
bomb that extinguished the lives ofou,
four sisters were not therefore patho-

It's been a very long eight years
since Birmingham:

Birmingham, Alabama--Iocal Black
residents used to refer to the city as
, Bombingham', a far more suitable
name for a place where bombs some-
times exploded as frequently as ropes CONTINUED ON p AGE 13

Among the most vivid of my earliest
childhood memories are the deafening
sounds of dynamite eXploding--ripping
apart, for instance, the house across
the street which had been purchased
by Blacks. Because they would not be
dissuaded by the whites' insistence
that the zone beginning with that par-
ticular row of houses UXJS off limits
to us, they were promptly repaid for
their aggressiveness. Throughout that
period, to be Black and to actively
attempt to tear down the false idols
of white supremacy meant that one's
name UXJS assuredly on the list of
potential victims of racist bombings.

The blocks of houses on the other
side of the street where my family
lived ("Center street'--the dividing
line), UXJS repeatedly assailedbydyna-
mite. Explosions followed in the UXJke
of each purchase of one of the houses
by a Black person. A Black church--
First Congregational Church--which
had been destroyed by fire at its
former location UXJS rebuilt on the
, wrong' side of Center Street. It, too,

was partially destroyed by dynamite.
Rev. Fred shuttlesworth, leader of
Alabama's most active civil rights
organization, survived numerous at-
tacks on his house. Atty. Arthur Shores,
a passionate advocate of the rights of
his peoPle, saw his house dynamited
several times.

Bom-bings occurred with such reg-
"ulQrity " in the neighborhood where I
grew up that it came to be known as
'Dynamite Hill'. Cynthia Wesley, who
lived only a few houses aUXJy, UXJS
well aUXJre of what it meant to grow
up in an atmosPhere steeped in the
terror of racism. She and Carol Ro-
bertson were among my sister's
closest companions. On that fated
morning eight years ago, when their
lives and the lives of Addie Mae Collins
and Denise McNair were so abruptly
















