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MEMBERS OF THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY WIN FOUR SEATS

IN BERKELEY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTIONS.

Certainly when the Black Panther
Party announced we would become
involved in the electoral process, we
knew that the many ills which afflict
Black and poor people in this coun-
try could not be totally eradicated
through electoral politics. However,
we realized that, still, many positive
gains could be achieved by Black
and poor people utilizing our col-
lective vote for those political candi-
dates who truly represent our inter-
ests.

Recently, the Black Panther Party
seized a prime opportunity to make
voting operate in a progressive man-
ner, in the interest of the Black and
poor people. in the Berkeley (Cali-
fornia) Community DevelopmentCoun-
cil (B.C.D.C.) Board of Directors
Elections. The U.S. government has
been (since Johnson's alleged "War
on Poverty"). each year. reluctantly
sending poverty funds into the low
and no income areas pf Berkeley,
California. The function of the B.C.-
D.C. Board of Directors (who 'are
elected yearly by the community) is
to funnel these federal funds into
meankgiul programs for the poor.
In the past, "this task has seemed
too much for the basicallY reactionary
Board members of the B.C.D.C. to
carry out. as the poor of Berkeley
have rarely been on the receiving
end of these funds. With this in
mind. the Black Panther Party deci-
ded to run our own P arty members
to hold positions on the B.C.D.C.
Board. as well as support other pro-
gressive candidates. The structure
of the Board is based on having one
representative from each poverty
"target area" vote for the channeling
of funds that would satisfy the par-
ticular needs of his smaller commu-
nity .The target areas are simply
representative of the arbitrary sec-
tioning-off of the city into a variety
of "poverty pockets". There is one
"at large area" from which low-
income persons (income under $4,000
a year) can vote for a representative.
With nine seats to b~ filled. the Black
Panther Party decided to run six
candidates.

COMRADE ERICKA HUGG1Ns will serve COMRADE HERMAN SMITH will serve
Target Area 17. Target Arsa 12.

COMRADE AUDREA JONES will seroe
Target Area #6.

of poor and oppressed people; and in
the most recent years, 1 have found
it hard to ignore the unending harass-
ment, poverty and racism Black and
poor. people of this country have had
to face. 1 have been a personal wimess
to this, having spent 2 years in pri-
son only to have the unfounded charges
disl1'issed after standing trial.

COt-.lTINUED ON p AGE 12

COMRADE WILLIAM ROBERTS will
serve the people in the " At-Large"

area.

Huggins held a press conference an-
nouncing her and the other p arty
members' candidacy in the B.C.D.C.
elections. The following is her press
statement:

.'My name is Ericka Huggins, I
am a member of the Black P anther
Party. l:1uring the 2,[ years of 1"""
life. I have wlntessed the oppression

--~

On May 23rd, one day before the
scheduled elections, Comrade Ericl.-A
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