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A spectre Is haunting (~M-- the spectre oftevolu-
lonatY black unionism. Black and Chicano workets

,t the C;eneral Motors plant In Fremont. California,
re organIzIng around the Black Panther Caucus of U-
Ited Auto Workers Loca11364.

OVer half the workers In the plant are black or Spa-
Im -speakIng. and the organIzation of the Black Pan-
her Caucus has put the GM management extremely
on edge-- not simply because of the threat to them
?Osed by the caucus Itself, but al., because of the very
real possibility that white workers at Fremont wIll fol-

low their example.
During the last two weeks of October, the Panther

Caucus organIzed a campaign agaInst the ratification
of a settlement that. a. usual, sold out the workers on
the question of working condition, (see the Panther
Caucus leaflet reprinted on this page).

The settlement was eventually ratified, In large part
because the membermlp felt unprepared for a strike at
the present time. But the Panther campaign was very
favorably received nevenheless. GM was worried e-
nough about the campaign to order Its hired guns, the
Fremont police. to arrest a leader of the BPC who was
handIng out leaflets against the settlement.

LIke the League of Revolutionary Black Workers In
Detroit, the organIzation of militant black workers at
Fremont represents an Important step forward, both for
the struggle for black liberation and for workIng people
1enerally. The existence of the BPC at Fremont Is hel-
)lng to galvanIze the unIon as a whole. and challenge.
he conservatlzed unIon bureaucrat'. as well as the com-

)any.
As GM and the UAW both know, an allIance between

he spreading organIzation, of black worker. and the
lewly reawakenIng militancy of the white rank-and-
lie could build a force capable of makIng even corpor-
Ite giants like GM to rhelr very foundations.

In recent weeks. a caucus of white mIlItants and ra-
ticals ha. In fact been organIzed at the Fremont plant,
IDd it Is workIng together with the BPC. Th~ GM Wor-
ters' Committee and the BPC cospon.'red a rally a-
:ainst the war on ~ovember 12. In conjunction with
he National Moratorium demonstration, 00 November
4 and 15. COME TO THE UNION MEETING, VOTE NO ON

RATIFICATION SETTLEMENT SUNDAY OCT. 28 1OA.M. UNION HALL

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE STRIKE? WorkIng

at GM Is no bed of ro~s. Most of us came In

Monday night or Tuesday mornIng expecting to go

over ...'rklng conditions. Ever since "model

change over". ...'rk grievances have piled up.

When the union started pressing the company to

better conditions. the company responded by In-

creasIng suspensions.
That's been the story for the past 6 weeks while

negotiations have been going on. The work loads

and the suspensions are why we voted overwhelm-

Ingly to strike. We wanted tho~ conditions cor-

rected. But some strange things have been goIng

on --the grievances are "settled" but O!1r union

hasn't bothered to tell us what the terms on the

settlement are.

This raises some questions about the whole way

negotiations were carried out.

Why have negotiations been kept secret? What

was the bargaining committee asking for In the

first place? Why dldn.t they tell us? What did

they settle for?

Committeemen were kept under virtual house

arrest rbroughout the final days of negotiation,

they were ordered by management to remain In

the bargaining room for 24-25 hours at a time

without sleep and were not permitted to go out on

the floor to confer with rank and file. Manage-

ment ~uldn't allow altemate commItteemen to

function In their place. Why did management
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pull that Idnd of crap?

DI~lpIIne was Intensified during the negotIatI-

ons. Even the chairman was disciplIned. Why

the di~lpllnlng? Was management trying to IntI-

mldate us? Or were they trying to provoke a strike?

WHA T THE HELL HAPPENED MONDA Y NIGHT?

How come the formen told us about the settlement

first? Why weren.t the committeemen a!lJIlnd to

explain the settlement?

HAVE WE REALLY WON? How come the lIne

was speeded up as -.an as the settlement was an-

nounced? That.s what we were going to strike

against. How come more than 20 guys were dls-

clpllned Monday night? We were golngto strike

against that too. And how come 6 guys from pas-

senger ~ft trim were suspended on day mlft Tues-

day?
This settlement means a lot to all of us --It

will determine whether they will steadily worsen

between now and contract time. The union Is

our representative --It has an oblIgation to clear-

ly explain things to us from first to last. It mould-

n't act in secret but mould consult with rank and

file on our opinions on negotiations. Len get it

together and make SIre than the way our repre-

sentatIves are functioning.

COME TO THE UNION MEETIN(o SUNDAY

1000 A. M. AND LET'S TAKE A LON(; CLOSE

LOOK AT THE "SETTLEMENT".




