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A spectre is haunting GM-- the spectre of revolu-
ionary black unjonism. Black and Chicano workers
at the General Motors plant in Fremont, Califomia,

re organizing around the Black Panther Caucus of U~
ited Auto Workers Local 1364,

Over half the workets in the plant are black or Spa-
ish-speaking, and the organization of the Black Pan-
her Caucus has put the GM management extremely
n edge-- not simply because of the threat to them
sosed by the caucus itself, but also because of the very

real possibility that white workers at Fremont will fol-
low their example,

During the last two weeks of October, the Panther
Caucus organized a campaign against the ratification
of a settlement that, as usual, sold out the workers on
the question of working conditfons (see the Panther
Caucus leaflet reprinted on this page).

The settlement was eventually ratified, in large part
because the membership felt unprepared for a strike at
the present time. But the Panther campaign was very
favorably received nevertheless, GM was worried e~
nough about the campaign to order its hired guns, the
Fremont police, to arrest a leader of the BPC who was
handing out leaflets against the settlement,

Like the League of Revolutionary Black Workers in
Deuoit, the organization of militant black workers at
Fremont represents an important step forward, both for
the struggle for black liberation and for working people
qenerally. The existence of the BPC at Fremont is hel-
»ing to galvanize the union as a whole, and chailenges
‘he conservatized union bureaucrats as well as the com-
’any.

As GM and the UAW both know, an alliance between
‘he spreading organizations of black workers and the
1ewly reawakening militancy of the white rank-and-
ile could build a force capable of shaking even corpor~
ite giants like GM to their very foundations.

In recent weeks, a'caucus of white militants and ra-
licals has in fact been organized at the Fremont plant,
ind it is working together with the BPC, The GM Wor-
ters’ Committee and the BPC cosponsored a raily a-
rainst the war on November 12, in conjunction with
he National Moratorium demonstrations on November
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